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“This is a serious endeavor, and
it's bigger than you. It's not
just at an individual level—it’s
for you, but it’s for the better-
ment of Muslims in America,
Muslims all over the world.
Insha’ Allah, the people who
graduate from here will be well
versed in the tradition, and
they’ll be able to articulate the

realities here in America.”
HAROON IMTIAZ
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Markets Fluctuate...Principles Don’t

the Iman Fund

= No-Load Mutual Fund = Ethical Investing

The Cost of College, Retirement,
Hajj, and Homes are all rising...

Are you planning for your

Family’s Future?

Begin Investing with as low as $100

Allied Assets Advisors, the Investment Advisor of the
Iman Fund is a subsidiary of the North American Islamic
Trust (NAIT). NAIT is a non-profit corparation qualified

the Muslim Community — BRSNS o512y exempt under IRS Code Section 501 (c)(3).

Toll-free (877)417-6161 = www.investaaa.com

The Fund's investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses must
be considered carefully before investing. The prospectus contains
this and other important information about the investment
company, and it may be obtained by calling 877-417-6161. Read
the prospectus carefully before investing.

It is possible that Islamic Shari‘ah restrictions may result in lower overall Fund performance than

those mutual funds which are not subject to such restrictions. The Fund also invests in foreign
securities which involve risks relating to adverse political, social and economic developments
abroad, as well as currency risks and differences in accounting methods. While the fund is no-load,
management fees and other expenses still apply.

Quasar Distributors LLC, Distributor.



Rigorous screens. A disciplined approach.
Solid results.

At the Amana Funds, we strive for excellence in everything we do - from portfolio managemer,
to ensuring our clients continue to receive the exemplary customer service they have comeitq
expect.

Highly rated funds help, too.
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Performance data quoted represents past performance which is no guarantee of future
results, Investment return and principal value of an investment will fluctuate so that an
investor's shares, when redeemed, may be worth more or less than the original cost. Current
performance may be higher or lower than performance data quoted. Standardized returns
current to the most recent month-end can be obtained by visiting www.saturna.com or by
calling toll free 1-888/73-AMANA.

All mutual funds are subject to market risk, including loss of principal. The Amana Funds limit
the securities they purchase to those that are Islamically acceptable. This limits opportunities
and may increase risk. International investing involves special risks, including currency
fluctuations and political risks.

Please request a prospectus or summary prospectus which contains information about
the investment objectives, risks, charges, and expenses of the Amana Funds which you
should read and consider carefully before investing. Amana Funds are distributed by
Saturna Brokerage Services, member FINRA/SIPC and a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Saturna Capital Corporation, investment adviser to the Amana Mutual Funds.

Source: Morningstar for 06/30/2011. For each fund with at least a three-year history, Morningstar calculates a
Morningstar Rating™ based on a Morningstar Risk-Adjusted Return measure that accounts for variation in a fund’s
monthly performance (including the effects of sales charges, loads, and redemption fees), placing more emphasis on |
downward variations and rewarding consistent performance. The top 10% in each category receive 5 stars, the next
22.5% 4 stars, the next 35% 3 stars, the next 22.5% 2 stars and the bottom 10% receive 1 star. The Overall Morningstar
Rating™ for a fund is derived from a weighted average of performance figures associated with its 3-, 5- and 10-year (if
applicable) Morningstar Rating metrics.
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| EDITORIAL |

Providing Comfort

slam has no institutionalized clergy, and
any informed person can serve asan imam.
However, modern challenges require a
trained person, not only to counsel, but
also serve as liaison with secular institu-
tions like schools, hospitals, employers
and prisons.

It is such modern needs that have cre-
ated the institution of chaplaincy. Chap-
lains are ministers in a specialized setting
such as a priest, pastor, rabbi, imam or
lay representative of a religion attached
to a secular institution such as a hospi-
tal, prison, military, police, or an edu-
cational institution. Though originally
the word “chaplain” referred to a church
representative, it is now applied to men
and women of other religions or philo-
sophical traditions. In recent years, many
lay individuals have received professional
training in chaplaincy and now serve in
various institutions alongside or instead of
official members of the clergy. A chaplain
is not an imam but an imam may serve
as chaplain. Thus, even Muslim women—
who are ineligible to lead mix-gender
prayers—are encouraged to seek careers
as chaplains, a service which is especially
needed by Muslim women dealing with
secular institutions.

Perhaps one of the major news-making
events in Muslim American chaplaincy
was the appointment of Abdul-Rasheed
Muhammad as the first U.S. Army chap-
lain. It was recognition of the long-stand-
ing Muslim presence in the nation’s mili-
tary. Now all branches of the military have
Muslim chaplains. The other major news-
maker was the appointment of Imam
Yahya Hendi as the Muslim chaplain at
Georgetown University, the first Ameri-
can university to hire a full-time Muslim
chaplain. Today, many universities have
embraced this reality. In fact, it is heart-
ening to note that many of these campus
chaplains are American-born Muslims
that certainly would be facilitating better
rapport with their public.

has played a leading role in not only
educating but also facilitating Muslim
Americans focusing toward careers in
chaplaincy. In 2005, ISNA held its first
annual Muslim Chaplains’ Conference,
which emphasized that Muslim chaplains
are in a new phase of their history and
represent the “face of Islam” in many U.S.
institutions. Such focus continues at ISNA
conventions each year.

Today, Muslim Americans have many
opportunities to obtain training as chap-
lains. For instance, Hartford Seminary’s
72-credit Islamic Chaplaincy program,
headed by the former ISNA president,
Dr. Ingrid Mattson, offers training and
resources. The Islamic Chaplaincy website
is a resource for Muslim chaplains, and
for chaplains of all faiths who address the
needs of Muslims in their institutions.
Such respected institutions notwithstand-
ing, however, noteworthy is the observa-
tion made by “Islamic Horizons” editorial
advisory board member Dr. James Jones,
at the 48th ISNA annual convention, that
the Muslim community needs to be sen-
sitized to establishing religious leaders
who are competent and qualified to con-
duct services in the Islamic traditions. In
order to do this, Jones indicated that the
Muslim community needs to establish its
own institution of higher learning, or an
Islamic theological seminary as the way
forward to train its imams and lay leaders.

In some areas of life, chaplaincy ser-
vices, however, need to go beyond serv-
ing the needs of those associated with a
secular institution. For instance, Muslim
prison chaplains need to look beyond the
services they render to inmates—many of
them reverts to Islam. Most prison inmates
are poor, and their families face immense
challenges after the head of the household
moves to prison. Muslim organizations
need to work with chaplains to help such
families find the means of living, especially
where children are being raised by a single
parent (and where now the absent father
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ISNA LEADERS JOIN NATIONAL PANEL
ON RELIGIOUS NONPROFITS

FORMER ISNA PRESIDENT DR. INGRID

Mattson and Dr. Sayyid Syeed, ISNA’s
national director for the Office of Inter-
faith and Community Alliances, were

both appointed to a panel that will work
with the Commission on Accountability
and Policy for Religious Organizations.
The Commission on Accountability
and Policy was formed following a staff

ISNA MATTERS

input on major accountability and polig
issues affecting religious and other 1'1011
profit organizations.

Issues before the commission inclyg
whether churches should be more
accountable to the federal gover Nmeng;
whether legislation is needed to curh
perceived abuses of the clergy housip
allowance exclusion; whether the cyy tent
prohibition against political campaigy &
intervention by churches and other nej
profits should be repealed or modified,
or if penalties should be expanded for
nonprofits and their leaders who enggge
in prohibited activities.

According to ECFA President Dap
Busby;, a total of 66 members have beey
named to the three panels by commissigy!
chairman Michael Batts. Members of the
three panels will work together with the!
commission by providing input and pro-
posals on the issues.

“The men and women comprising
these panels are all experienced leaders
representing various faith groups, vari-
ous elements of the nonprofit sector ang
the legal profession,” Batts said. “Their
participation in addressing the importanf
issues before the commission is essentil
to the effectiveness of the process, and ¢
are deeply grateful for their willingness
to serve” W

report issued in January by Sen. Charles
Grassley (R-Iowa) that focused on the
financial practices of six high-profile,
media-based Christian ministries. After
releasing the findings of his three-year
inquiry, the senator asked the Evangeli-
cal Council for Financial Accountability
(ECFA) to spearhead an independent
national effort to review and provide

ISNA LEADERS
SHARE IFTAR
NATIONWIDE

FROM TEXAS AND ALABAMA IN THE
deep south to Massachusetts and New
Jersey in the far north, ISNA leaders have
really racked up the frequent flyer miles
this Ramadan and enjoyed their time with
America’s Muslim communities, visiting
over 30 mosques and Islamic centers.
ISNA Vice President Azhar Azeez,
board member Altaf Hussain, Secretary
General Safaa Zarzour, ISNA Develop-
ment Foundation Director Ahmed ElHat-
tab, and Youth Director Iyad Alnachef
have met with community members
while attending and speaking at events
all over the nation. During the visits,
many local communities requested ISNA
leaders to increase ISNA programming,
specifically special events for the youth,
regional conferences, and capacity build-

NORWEGIAN DIPLOMAT MEETS
WITH ISNA PRESIDENT
IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE APPEAL
to Muslims to pray for the victims,
their families, and Norwegians at large
following the terrorist attacks on July |
22 in Norway, ISNA President Imam
Mohamed Magid wrote a letter to the |
people of Norway to extend the com- ‘
munity’s heartfelt condolences.

One week later, in response to
the letter, First Secretary Marita Sol-
heim-Rensvik of Norway visited the
ADAMS Center—where Magid is the
executive director and Chief Imam—
to meet with the community.

During this visit, Magid hosted
a meeting with the first secretary to
discuss the importance of working
together to ensure that the acts of
extremists do not weaken the resolve
of those working toward peace, tolér
ance and understanding of all pe oples
regardless of race, religion or ethnicilf .

ing for community leaders. Staff at ISNA
headquarters has already begun translat-
ing these suggestions into increased local
and regional conferences and forums
during 2012 on education, Islamic
finance, diversity, safe and healthy fami-
lies, and more. m
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OF¢ than 10,000 congregations.

1A HONORS MUSLIM AMERICANS
HITE HOUSE IFTAR

Obama also singled out Muslim Amer-
ican service members for praise.

The annual iftar tradition has spread to
various departments. Among those host-

 IMAM MOHAMED

od invitees at the White

] ﬁﬁhﬂal iftar on Aug. 10, where

. bama declared “the Iftar cel-
mtesqeﬂll.ll[\ -

est Jist included

(D-Ind.); Hamza
a defenswe back

32 ambassadors;
s from across the
dministration and

ing such iftars were the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, attended by ISNA, and the
US-AID; the State Department hosted an
Eid reception.

Thomas Jefferson held the first White
House Ramadan celebration in 1805.

Magid and Secretary General Safaa
Zarzour attended an iftar hosted by
officials at the Pentagon on Aug. 17.
Attendees also included ISNA members
and more than 150 Muslims from the
military and civil service. During the
event, a Muslim veteran who had served

a White House tradition since the
ader former President Bill Clinton.
18, noting the then-upcoming

to honor all those that we've lost,
ies who carry on their legacy,

s who rushed to help that day
vho have served to keep us safe
difficult decade. And tonight, it’s
e’t'n_emberi ng that these Americans

in World War II and is one of very few
surviving veterans of that era also was
honored.

The dinner was keynoted by Imam
Talib Shareef, retired army chaplain and
imam of Masjid Muhammad, and was
moderated by U.S. Army Chaplain Abdul
Rasheed Abdullah. Shareef was awarded a
plaque and flag for his ser-
vice in the military during
the program.

Retired Maj. Gen. James
A. “Spider” Marks spoke
about the importance of
working together as differ-
ent faith-based communi-
ties and his experience
working with people all
over the world, particularly
in the Middle East.

Also in attendance was
the mother of Cpl. Kareem
Sultan Khan. Khan, one
of many Muslim service
members who made the ultimate sacrifice
while defending his country, has been
cited by retired Gen. Colin Powell and
Time Magazine.

Farah Pandith, special representative
to the Muslim communities for the U.S.
State Department, and Paul Monterio,
associate director for the White House
Office of Public Engagement, attended
the iftars hosted by America’s Islamic
Heritage Museum. The museum is housed
in the former Clara Muhammad School
building in Anacostia. ®

¥ID M. SYEED, DIRECTOR OF
Office of Interfaith and Community
ices, addressed the 12th Churchwide
bly of the Evangelical Lutheran

of America (ELCA) in Orlando,

$ 4 partner among the coalition

“s8iizations that have stepped up to

b SBOtry toward Muslims in America

'. tldwide. Syeed shared insights
€ran-Muslim relations in

lenary discussions at the assem-

ed of more than 1,000

tbers from 65 church councils

“Lutherans and Muslims stand
together against the wave of anti-Muslim

lic
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sentiments that we have experienced
together,” Syeed said. “When the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church Assembly estab-
lished a committee on Lutheran-Muslim
relations, it conveyed a message of love.”

He emphasized the Lutheran Church’s
role in beginning the Shoulder-to-Shoul-
der campaign and in changing the rheto-
ric of hate and discrimination, reminding:
“No particular church, no religious com-
munity, no nation on earth can fight the
mountains of misunderstanding alone. It
is a collective responsibility”

Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson
of ELCA led the assembly in dealing
with the purposes, functions, and direc-
tions of churchwide ministries in addi-
tion to issues that affect the church asa
whole. ®
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ISNA MATTERS

DR. SHAKIR 2011 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

TWENTY OUTSTANDING STUDENTS HAVE
secured the 2011 Dr. Abdulmunim A.
Shakir Scholarship, administered by ISNA.
They are Hasana Abdul-Quadir, Evran
Ural, Rolla Al-Abbasi, Aisha Mohamed,
Najah Khan, Sarah Tanveer, Xhilda Xhe-
mali, Faatima Arshad Khan, Sally Kassem,
Shazia ljaz, Amir Emamdjomeh, Amna
Farrukh, Noor Joudi, Areej Fares, Roxana
Tabrizi, Anna Khoja, Sami Shalabi, Genan
Shaghir, Leena Samir El-Sadek, and Fatima

Nadeem Mirza. This year, a large number
of applications were received for the 20
awards offered. To be eligible for the $1,000
scholarship, applicants were required to
have a minimum 3.0 GPA and be entering
their freshman year of college. Scholarship
recipients were chosen based on a number
of criteria which included GPA, commu-
nity service involvement, essay responses,
and letters of recommendation.

“It is with great pride that we award

“HORIZONS” ASSISTANT EDITOR SPEAKS TO
NATION’S OPINION WRITERS

JOURNALISTS SHAPE THE MINDS OF
their readers, and Muslims can certainly
attest to that. Horizons Assistant Editor
Deanna Othman spoke at the National
Conference of Editorial Writers conven-
tion in Indianapolis on Sept. 17 as part

of a panel on the portrayal of Muslims in
American media. Joined by Rafia Zakaria,
associate editor of AltMuslim.com, an
attorney and director of the Muslim
Women’s Legal Defense Fund and Amitabh
Pal, managing editor of The Progressive

in Madison, Wis., Othman discussed the
manipulation of politically-charged terms
such as “creeping Sharia” and “Islamist”
“9/11, for better or worse, was Americans’
introduction to Islam, and now there’s still
an uncomfortable association for Muslim
Americans ... every time that anniversary
comes around,” fellow panelist Zakaria said.
All three panelists emphasized the role
of editorial writers, specifically in facilitating
the accurate depiction of Muslims to their
fellow Americans. Journalists expressed

these scholarships to this fine group of
students as a stepping stone in thejy iy,
academic leap into a better future fo, the s
and for the Muslim community, ¢ “Pl'ias N
ing Islam’s focus on education, secn th 0 g
the first word of the revelation of the ¢

Iqra, meaning ‘read,” said an ISN A% Deyg _'

opment Foundation representative,

If you would like to support one of
the many students that ISNA was unable
to help this year, please contact the ISNA
Scholarship Program at scholars} @iy
net or (317) 204-0930. &
interest in resources to deepen their kg
edge on Islam, where to find definitiong of !
misunderstood terms, and how to look fop
signs of a healthy Muslim community in
their respective neighborhoods nationwide
Othman discussed the trend of mosques
promoting civic engagement among their
constituents and inviting visitors and inter.
faith partners into their doors to promote
mutual understanding and collaboration,

Moderator Bobby King, religion editor
of the Indianapolis Star, echoed these
sentiments.

“The best way to learn about Muslims is
to go out and talk to a Muslim,” King said.

The Muslim Legal Fund of America is a 501(c}(3) charity that supports legal cases impacting civil rights
and liberties in America. Donations to MLFA are tax-deductible and zakat eligible. Tax ID: 01-054837 1
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| COMMUNITY MATTERS

USDA Awards Halal Food Company WS Elect
o Lid

halal products to households, | -'" I S ‘_ i _ I"‘-I
restaurants, franchises, hotels, Rt g
airlines, schools, prisons, col-
leges, government agencies and
supermarkets in the U.S.and
around the world.

In the U.S., Midamar sup-
ports shelters, food banks, the : . : ¥ - '
USDA summer lunch pro- . 2 14 '
gram, mosques and Islamic : '
centers, Boys and Girls Clubs
of America, Boy Scouts of
America, community outreach
programs, schools, intern-
ship programs, colleges and
universities. Internationally,
Midamar participates in food

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA.-BASED MIDAMAR
Halal Foods became the first American
company to receive the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Distinguished Community
Service Award, which is given by USDA’
Center for Faith Based and Neighborhood
Partnerships.

The award, which cited Midamar for
“exemplary work in providing Halal food
options for Muslims in America and around
the world,” was presented at USDA’s annual
Iftar in Washington, D.C.

Established in 1974, Midamar was the
first American food company to coordinate
with USDA in the development of Halal stan-
dards and processes in USDA inspected and
approved processing facilities. Since then,

p MEETING OF THE
ased All Dulle_s Area
efy {ADAMS}, after the
plections: un;m'mTausly
| AlKhairo as chaxrm.an
d of trustees. AlKhairo

ADAMS community for
\a decade as president,
mber and chairperson, and
f many committees.
succeeds Omar Ashraf, who
LDAMS as board chairman, board
| chairperson, and member of
ittees.

DAMS board includes Farooq

Syed, president and board member until
May/June 2012; Syed Moktadir, vice
president and board member until May/
June 2012; Sanober Yacoob, treasurer and
board member until May/June 2012; Awais
Sheikh, secretary and board member until

May/June 2012; Wael AlKhairo,
chairman of the board, and board
member until May/June 2015; Shad
Imam, board member until May/
June 2015; Abdul Qayyum Jafir,
board member until May/June 2015;
Syed Akhtar Alam, board member
until May/June 2015; Yonus Mirza,
board member until May/June 2015;
Rizwan Jaka, board member until
May/June 2013; and Mir Ali, board
member until May/June 2013; Bob
Marro, board member until May/
June 2013; and Yasminullah, board member
until May/June 2013.

The board has resolved that all regular
meetings will be open to the public, with at
least 30 minutes in each meeting for mem-
bers’ general comments and input. ®

| -Jersey appoints
— juslim Judge

Syed Ahmed, Mohammad Bawani, Kany .
Chaudhry, Mohammad Nademullah, ..:..
Mohammad Akmal.

Running parallel to the CME lecturg
were workshops on CPR, skin rejuvenatigl
and conscious sedation led by Dr. Kanwgl
Chaudhry, Dr. Mehr and Dr. Zahir,

Haque, in her closing presidentil the state.
remarks, highlighted IMANA's Reliefa istie silenced the judge’s detractors.
ties throughout this past year. Awards wi gnorance is behind the criticism of
also presented to Drs. Chaudhry, Syed il Mohammed," Christie said. “He
Malik, Zahir and Nadeemullah, and dtraordinary American who is an
for their work with IMANA Medical Reliél

Midamar has become a globally-recognized
halal brand and leading exporter of U.S.-
produced halal foods. Midamar supplies

donation efforts to countries
experiencing droughts, wars
and natural disasters. ®

IMANA Elects New President

DR. MOHAMMAD AL-SHROOF, AN INTER-
nist from Warner Robins, Ga., took oath of
office as president of the Islamic Medical
Association of North America IMANA) for
2011-2012 at the 44th Annual Convention
and Scientific Assembly held in San Juan,
Puerto Rico, July 2011.

IMANA recognized Dr. Shahid Athar
for his services with the 2011 Dr. Ahmed
El Kadi Award, and Dr. Khursheed Mallick

JERSEY GOV. CHRIS CHRISTIE
J.) appointed Muslim American

received IMANAS first ever Lifetime Achieve- il Mohamined to the state Superior

ment Award.

During the weeklong convention, mem-
bers attended informational CME presenta-
tions and workshops, group activities and
a special IMANA banquet. CME’s were led
by IMANA executives Drs. Abida Haque,
Ayaz Samadani, Khalique Zahir, Shahid
Athar, Ahsruf Sufi and Ismail Mehr, as
well as IMANA members Drs. Labiq Syed,

ohammed, 47, who took oath of office
,is the second Muslim to serve as a

outstanding lawyer and played an inte-
gral role in the post-Sept. 11 period in
building bridges between the Muslim

American community in this state and
law enforcement.”

Judge Mohammed, who was born in
Indian-occupied Hyderabad and came
to the U.S. at 17, graduated with a degree
in electrical engineering in 1988 from
the New Jersey Institute of Technology,
and obtained his law degree from the
Seton Hall University School of Law in
Newark, N.J. In 2009, Mohammed was
named among the 101 most influential
people in New Jersey by the New Jersey
Monthly magazine. He was on the New
Jersey “Super Lawyer” list six years run-
ning from 2006 to 2011. =

In August, IMANA relief director [
Mehr, visited Mogadishu to assess ctish
conditions in the Somali capital. The I8
thesiologist from Hornell, N.Y., is believedi§
be the first American doctor to enter Soril
to assist with this humanitarian disast '
The famine, which is killing thousands: ¥
a product of the worst drought to hit E#
Africa in more than 60 years compot
by decades of inadequate economic &
human development. ..

In the last three years, IMANA RelieFh®
dispatched teams of American and
dian doctors following disasters and cont )
in Haiti, Darfur, the Tunisia-Libya DT
region, Pakistan and the Gaza Strip: e

IMANA President Mehnmmﬂd 1S Sl_dd1(1U€, with Northwestern’s
Shroof said, “Whether here in the U.S_- c 90l of Medicine, on ALS for
the ground in Somalia, we will marshais { aI:Cl'.-lilrter—cemury fueled the
resources toward the health and WCH? 3 ﬁ';ls‘york_ The key to the break-
of those effected by this drastic calamif}® M discovery of an underlying

IMANA Relief award winners recognized for their services with the 2010 Sudan SaveSmile surgical
mission, and the IMANA Pakistan Flood Relief mission (From left: Dr. Labib Syed, Dr. Kanwal
Chaudhry, Dr Asif Malik, Dr. Mohammad Nadeemullah, Dr. Khalique Zahir, and Dr. Ismail Mehr

thwestern
Iroscientist, Team
Find ALS Cure

CHERS AT NORTHWESTERN UNI-
88y they have discovered a common
. ind the mysterious and deadly
E .1 Of.allnyotrophic lateral sclerosis,
g Mehrigs disease, that could open the

an effectiyve treatment, according to
EPublished in the rescarch journal
€(Aug. 22),

PONEering work of neuroscientist

PHOTC BY KERRI SANTRONI

[y
N
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disease process for all types of ALS.
The discovery provides an opening
to finding treatments for ALS and
could also pay dividends by showing
the way to treatments for other, more
common neurodegenerative diseases
such as Alzheimer’s, dementia and
Parkinsor’s. Siddique’s team identified
the breakdown of cellular recycling
systems in the neurons of the spinal
cord and brain of ALS patients that
results in the nervous system slowly
losing its ability to carry brain signals
to the body’s muscular system.
Without those signals, patients
gradually are deprived of the ability
to move, talk, swallow and breathe.
In 1941, New York Yankee baseball
superstar Lou Gehrig died at 37 of the
disease that now carries his name. 8
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COMMUINITY IMATTERS

NEWS BRIEFS

THE CITY OF HOUSTON NAMED SENIOR
planner Mohdudul Hugq of the city’s public
works and engineering department among
the Extra Milers for his outstanding public
service. It was noted that Hug’s quick and
accurate customer service fills his inbox

their 64-ft. tall minaret, which can be spot-
ted along U.S. Highway 101. The minaret is
part of the new 9,400-sq. ft. addition to the
MCA, costing $3 million.

The new entrances, foyer, bookstore and
the ablution room, complete the final con-
struction phase of the mosque that was an
office building when MCA bought it for
$3.5 million. ™

THE SAN RAMON VALLEY ISLAMIC CENTER
unveiled its expanded facility on July 29, two
days before Ramadan. In November 2009,

sentatives from several local COngpen
came out in support of the mqgq., &
The federal Religious Land Ug; andl
tutionalized Persons Act had profiy,.
ing on the vote. The act promulgy
is designed to protect religious insy
from burdensome zoning-law tes .'.
on land use. 3
The 10,500-sq.-ft. facility, propes
2008, and rejected 3-2 by the g
gained the county’s planning cqy
approval in July 2011. The center
to serve some 5,000 Muslims whg liv,

smembrance
d Unity

gatherings nationwide

Sher events of 9/11 and resolve to
Binterfaith unity and understanding.

Bl o=t Y

ISNA board member Rizwan Jaka (center) accepts the 9/11 Unity Walk’s
Pioneer Award.

8 15 MORNING OF SEPT. 11, 2011, MILLIONS OF AMERI-
a_ms arose from bed to start their day. Ten years ago,  in our teachings will let you do these things in our name.” Husain
o this very same day, the same exercise was unfolding  added, “You did not hijack my religion on that day”

f:fdrthe 3,000-plus Americans. However, that day would ISNA board member Rizwan Jaka was awarded the 9/11 Unity
I._t' was sudden, it was unexpected, and it ripped at the  Walk’s Pioneer Award for his pioneering and compassionate sup-
American. On the 10th anniversary of that tragicday, ~ port of the Walk and interfaith dialogue in the D.C.-metropolitan
55 the country were united in remembering those  area. Jaka has been instrumental in the creation and success of the
ives on 9/11 and the thousands more who havelost ~ Walk. He has a rich background in community activism, having

of the James River, while an estimpggg
to 15,000 Muslims live in the greatars
mond area. W i

the Islamic Center purchased two build-
ings adjacent to its original site. Now, those
rooms serve as prayer halls for men and
women, respectively. The old building now
. - houses the administrative offices, classes,
with compliments. For instance Mary Helen | and servesasa space for social events. SRVIC
Merzbacher, facilities manager with Family | caters to a community of 500 to 800 people,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF L_1Lgum;
voted 3-1 in favor of allowing the 3
sq.-ft. Dar-e-Abbas mosque. The.

T11818310

3
&

A
=

Services of Greater Houston, noted, “You
[Hug] are obviously very knowledgeable
about the city and the archives kept by Plan-
ning and Development. We are lucky to have
you as a public employee” ®

THE SANTA CLARA, CALIF.-BASED MUSLIM

Community Association formally opened

a community that has grown from 30 fami-
lies, when they started the center, to 400. ®

BY UNANIMOUS VOTE AUG. 9, HENRICO
County, Va.—America’s oldest county—
approved construction of a mosque on a
3.6-acre lot that had been vacant for 27 years.
At the hearing, more than a dozen repre-

vote coincided with a Departmentq
investigation into whether Lilburn:
the Religious Land Use and Institutiona
Persons Act by rejecting zoning applic
for the mosque in 2009 and again lasty
The Justice Department has laip
RLUIPA probes into 16 contested m
sites in the U.S. since May 2010. W

MAUIF

Your trusted Islamic
banking solution

Why

pay

more for

home

financing?

At UIF, our goal is to provide Shariah-compliant financing
at very competitive prices. Our products are certified by

some of the top scholars in the world. You no longer

have to compromise your faith to save money.

For more information call us at (800) 916-UIFB

UlFbanking.com
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[ WALK

s of terror in all forms since then.

“aninterfaith prayer vigil
by the National Cathedral
to|Compassion,” Joining
representatives from the
1, Buddhist and Chris-
ineluding: Dean Samuel
Bishop of Washington
Chane: Rabbi Bruce
dhist nun and incarnate
tin Khandro Rinpoche of
id Hindy Priest Dr. D.C. Rao.
ersand interfaith con-
i reflected on change and
we all share as people of

entImam Mohamed Magid joined interfaith leaders

i A Imam Magid addresses the audience at the Shoulder-to-
ssion, love, justice, and  Shoulder 9/11 press conference.

been heavily involved in organizations including All Dulles Area
Muslim Society (ADAMS) Center, The Interfaith Council of Met-
ropolitan Washington, and the Boy
Scouts of America.

The interfaith coalition Shoulder-
to-Shoulder also co-sponsored the
event. The Rev. Beau Underwood,
Partnership and Outreach Coordi-
nator at Faith in Public Life, spoke
on the campaign’s behalf. ISNA and
more than 26 other faith organiza-
tions launched the campaign in an
effort to promote tolerance and free-
dom of religion in America.

ISNA SHOULDER-TO-
SHOULDER CALLS FOR

d reflected on mercy,
the mercy of God and
1o each other.

J0INS 9/11

UL 9/11 Unity Walk, co-
/ISNA, held in D.C. on
Bught together a diverse
fBCODle. ISNA President
M;gld, Director of Com-
#6ach Dr. Mohamed Elsa-
4lis member Dr. Altaf
Paticipated in the event.

i ab, Dr. Elsanousi, Sheikh Hamza Yusuf and others gather at
£ about the impor- the Unity Walk.

TOLERANCE
On Sept. 9, 2011, the Shoulder-to-
Shoulder campaign held a press
conference attended by faith leaders
of more than 26 religious denomina-
tions in support of standing together
with Muslim neighbors to denounce
the prejudice and hostility toward
Muslims after 9/11. The leaders
addressed various themes of toler-
ance, mercy, compassion, and build-
ing understanding with one another
in an atmosphere of fear and division.
“What kind of nation have we
become in the aftermath of 9/112”

_tlh unity. Quoting the

fEite

Mther King, Jr., he said, “Because we have inherited
Wecannot live apart and must learn to live together”
“fited the message that we must stand together any-
;:‘:]n:: tsan act of violence or of bigotry. To terrorists
-V Ity and justify their actions, he said, “Nothing

" IZ0NS  NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011

Michael Kinnamon, general secre-
tary of the National Council of Churches of the U.S., asked. “To
the extent that we've become a fearful nation, a revengeful nation,
an intolerant and divided nation—we have given terrorists a vic-
tory by creating society in their image.”

Imam Magid emphasized the importance of understanding
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God asa God of Mercy. All faith leaders reaffirmed the imperative
to stand together against prejudice to progress as a nation with a
common fate.

The faith leaders, who are very concerned about rising anti-
Muslim sentiment, established a steering committee to discuss
next steps for the campaign and suggest practical strategies for
moving forward.

SUBURBAN CHICAGO MUSLIMS JOIN CHRISTIANS
IN MARKING 9/11 ANNIVERSARY
The Mosque Foundation, American Muslims for Palestine and local
Muslims joined with the Oak Lawn Clergy & Religious Workers
Association to present an event on
Sept. 8 marking the 10th anniver-
sary of 9/11.
Under the title, “Commemorat-
ing 9/11: Remembrance, Renewal
and Hope,” members of the Qak
Lawn Commemoration Commit-
tee came together for several weeks
to create the interfaith service that
reached out to both the Muslim and
Christian communities.
Speakers at the event included:
Kifah Mustafa, associate director

NORTH TEXAS MUSLIMS AND BAPTISTS o
TOGETHER B
On a Sunday afternoon, a week after the 10th a Nivergy
several buses pulled up at Northwood church in Kelley,
inside the conservative Dallas-Fort Worth metropley *
dreds of traditionally-dressed Muslims exited and lwﬂdéd
the church to be welcomed at the door by Pastor Bop Robg
“Assalamu alaykum”

The Muslim-Baptist initiative, Building Bridges with
Texans, held Sept. 18, brought together 2,500 Muslimg ané
tians, who filled up for the first time all of Northwoog :
worship auditorium. 3

The event is the result o
years of friendship ang muti
that Pastor Roberts had [?l'l. ‘.'.-.
the other local Christian egf
gations and Muslim imare
pastor is well known for his e
ideologies, a belief that what et
do locally has an effect
Thus, he had started outreagl
the Vietnamese, and ther .-
Irving Islamic Center’s |
ul Haque Sheikh, to IMprovey
tions between communities,

and imam of the Mosque Foun-
dation; Illinois Institute of Tech-
nology student Duhah Hamayel,
president of Students for Justice
in Palestine as well as a board
member of the Muslim Student
Association; and Rafeeq Jaber,
community businessman and MF
board member.

In perhaps the evening’s
most compelling speech, Duhah
Hamayel recounted her experience
as a 9-year-old trying to come to
terms with the terrorist attacks.

Standing in back row, from left: Rafeeq Jaber, Oak Lawn Mayor
Dave Heilmann, Sh. Kifah Mustafa, Oak Lawn Village Clerk Jane

efforts were mainly in the kg
project area until he initiateq
Global Faith Forum last Novem
where he opened interfaithid
between the three Abrahamiclg
“God must be very happyto
us tonight,” Roberts declared il
audience. A well planned prog
followed with a Vietnamese pé
speaking about how all h
come from one Creator. Thél
Muslim woman wearing hijabs
the Star Spangled Banner, 28
of children with hijab-cla

“I struggled to reconcile my Quinlan, Rev. Nancy Goede, and Rev. Steve Hoerger. Seated in front ~ recited the Pledge of Alle

faith and the principles that I had  row, from left: Helen Elayan, Duhah Hamayel, Miriam Sadoun,
been brought up with, with the Kristin Szremski, Rev. Phil Leo and Rev. Peggy McClanahan.

Muslim man called the Adhif
stage, and a multi-faith ¢

crimes that had been committed

on 9/11. But try as I might, the two would not meet and after a
while, 1 stopped trying,” Hamayel said. “I understood my faith
to be what it was and still is, a guide to what is good and right.
And I came to the conclusion that, even though those responsible
for 9/11 called themselves Muslims, my fellow Muslims and I,
here in America and around the globe, did not, and could not,
identity with them?”

Sept. 11 strengthened her faith and inspired her to become a
doctor, Hamayel said.

While the evening was one of unity and hope, Imam Mustafa
also pointed to the difficulties with which Muslims have lived since
9/11.1t’s a reality that we have to acknowledge, he said. Yet, he also
reached a note of hope because of the way Muslims are integrated
in their communities and the interfaith dialogue that exists now
between members of diverse religions.

choir sang “You Are My Sunsi
In addition, several religious and civil leaders repri
both communities also spoke. ISNA Vice President USA M
Azeez passed ISNA’s greetings to the Texans, and quoted ’
Luther King, jr: “The coward will ask, is it safe? The bravepét
will ask, is it right?” _
Imam Zia commended the audience for attending:
detailed reference of how the Quran mentions Jesus and hi
Mary, peace be upon them. He reassured the audience that M
in America were not trying to impose Islamic shariah on AmeE E
“We are happily practicing shariah, by praying five times
fasting Ramadan, giving alms, etc.)” Zia said. i
Concluding the program, Pastor Roberts said: “We, Chrt
at Northwood Church, we love Muslims” )
Dr. Yusuf Ziya Kavacki of Islamic Association of North Te .
"[Ttwas] the best and most successful interfaith event of DFW#ES
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2 million children at risk
10 million face starvation

JUN has declared famine

Helping Hand
For Relief aund Development
www.hhrd.org
1888 808 Help(4357)

Food Packages
Shelter
Clothing
Medical Supplies
Tax Exempt ID: 31-1628040

12541 McDougall St., Detroit, Ml 48212. USA - Tel: (313) 279.5378 - Fax: (313) 366.0200
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Lt. Col. Abdul-Rasheed Muhammad and ISNA Secretary General Safaa Zgrzour
chat with a fellow chaplain-endorser at Fort Jackson during the dedication of the-
Unified Chaplains Training Center for the U.S. Armed Forces. Prior to this center,

/AN
t each branch of the military had its own training system, center and programs.
|
I
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Muslim chaplains play an
indispensable role, but
community involvement
and support is needed.

BY MEHA AHMAD

HEN SEEKING ISLAMIC GUID-
ance, most Muslims turn to
their local imam. Or perhaps
an Islamic studies professor.
Or maybe even just a well-read relative. But
in recent years, more and more institutions—
like the University of Michigan, who recently
announced that they’re looking to hire the uni-
versity’s first Islamic chaplain—are seeking the
help of Muslim chaplains to serve the spiritual
needs of Muslims in a way that an imam may
not always be able to.

It is immensely rewarding to nurture
“ the next generation and it gives me

a lot of hope,” Princeton University
chaplain Sohaib Sultan says.
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Chaplains are trained professionals who
offer spiritual advice and counseling in insti-
tutional settings, such as colleges/universi-
ties, prisons, the military and hospitals. A
chaplain is not an imam (though an imam
can be certified to be a chaplain). Their main
duty is to serve the religious needs of all
individuals in the institution they serve. A
Muslim chaplain would have a special knowl-
edge of Islam, compared to other chaplains,
but still be expected to accommodate indi-
viduals of all faiths and backgrounds.

WHERE CHAPLAINS
SERVE YOU

Hospitals
In a hospital, a patient expects physical
care: diagnoses, treatment, cures. But what

“As a chaplain, your roje s
patientor to their family, by aisﬁ
cal staff, because they haye 4 o
certain practices and beliefy gy
to be able to serve them” Most
Muslim woman to be adyis
Association of Professiong] Chs
This includes having g s
knowledge of the diversity Vi _cbmplelmm_a the medical
Muslim community, ;mmrdihg-;a atient receives from the hos-
Padela, an Islamic bioethicg i 1 wWe are a trusted source of
the University of Michigan, '
“Muslim chaplain should a4t
expert for Muslims Padela,
conducted several studies gy
of Muslim patients, says, “"[hes,
able to answer about behayig
patients. They are seen by the hg
as someone who can deal yith thes

amsieh: 2 hospital chap-

of the Islamic Cultural
0-; Calif., says 2 hospital
t'O} the treatment team of

B -[]-,'ospitall chaplains] visit
' ts. we conduct a spiritual
: hamsieh says. “Thiskind

e Par_iemf !

esto chaplaincy in the hos-
[orsome, working with the sick
take its toll. But according to
tarris, who has beena hospital
wore than eight years and now
he chaplains, there is nothing

Princeton University chaplain Sohaib Sultan

that the hospital asks about religious pref-
erence in order to provide spiritual care
services, not to withhold treatment.

According to Mostoufi, this is not at all
uncommon. She recalls one case where a
patient and his family, from Kosovo, hid
their faith out of fear that the hospital would
withhold treatment from their father. It
wasn't until, four days after being admitted,
a hospital staffer noticed a Quran hidden
underneath the clothes of one of the family
members that Mostoufi was notified and
asked to counsel the family.

“By talking with the family, I was able
to translate to them that their father would
receive the same level of care as any patient,”
Mostoufi says. “And I was able to explain
to the hospital their fears and concerns.
The staff said they never thought a person’s

about spiritual care? Though it’s not as “tan-
gible,” chaplains trained to provide spiritual
counseling and comfort play a vital role in
the health care of patients and their families.

“The role of the chaplain is largely that of
the listener. Talk therapy is a form of com-
passion—just being there to share someone’s
pain,” says Maryam Mostoufi, a hospital
chaplain as well as a rotating chaplain for the

needs.

Illinois State Senate. “You act as a sounding
board for them to talk through some of the
existential questions they have. Like “Why
me? Why would God let this happen?” And
you help them through it”

Hospital staff also rely on chaplains to
guide them in properly serving a patient’s

essfiil, but it's also very beau-
cavs. “It’s not really depressing
4 The worst reality is better than

side and the hospital care side
However, Padela says, when j

Muslim chaplains, many hospitals:
know what they’re getting,” due i
that Muslim chaplaincy is still re} liin ch plainsalso serve to put wary
compared to its counterpartin Gl patients at ease.

there needs to be a more salid, e nsieh, who is currently con-
definition for what Muslim chaplé nical research on the barrier of
and don’t provide, Padela says, among Muslim patients, says

e—

Where to Train
Muslim Chaplaincy programs are

opening new horizons.

FRRRRRRRRRNY
BY ZAHRA CHEEMA

HARTFORD SEMINARY
HE ISLAMIC CHAPLAINCY PROGRAM AT HARTFORD
Seminary provides students with academic study as
well as practical training in chaplaincy. It is a 72-credit
program that consists of a 48-credit Master of Arts
degree with a concentration in Islamic studies and Christian-
Muslim relations, and a 24-credit Graduate Certificate in Islamic
chaplaincy. For those who have already completed a M.A. or have
an equivalent of a M.A., they can apply directly for the Graduate
Certificate in Islamic chaplaincy.

Program director Timur Yuskaev says that it is the only certified
Islamic chaplaincy program in the country at this time.

“We prepare students to enter the field of chaplaincy and have full
credentials so that they can work [...] within the field of university
chaplaincy, hospital chaplaincy, military and prison chaplaincy,’
Tuskaev says.

Students receive instruction in a multi-faith environment.

“We make sure that people who graduate from our program
have a knowledge of other traditions, can work as colleagues with

20

that he has observed a significant number
of Muslim patients not releasing their reli-
sy gious affiliation; in fact, they often register
themselves as having no religious preference.

This is sometimes because of the impact
of 9/11, leaving some Muslim patients to
worry about whether they will have the same
treatment as a non-Muslim patient, unaware

personal history would make them feel so
threatened”

According to Mostoufi, the growing
field of Muslim chaplaincy in hospitals has
provided an additional benefit to the com-
munity.

“With more Muslims becoming visible
within chaplaincy, other chaplains have
become more sensitized to the needs of

people of other traditions, and that begins in a classroom expé bea stepping stone towards the chaplaincy certificate,”
where they are enrolled in the classes together with theis (3
and Jewish colleagues,” Yuskaev says. that all the credits earned through the Graduate
He says that every year the number of students en olled ¢ Imams and Community Leadership are transfer-
program increases and those students enter the program ord.
more nuanced understanding of chaplaincy. fiihe Fairfax Institute does not currently offer a program
“A chaplain is a unique professional,” Yaskaev says:" i Unus says that he is exploring the possibility of
to be equally at home in the Muslim community and [ the future.
nized as authorities in the Muslim community, and th
equally at home in the larger society and the institution L THEOLOG!
Wermarked the beginning of a two-year pilot program,
the Muslim Chaplaincy
Program at the Ecumeni-
cal Theological Seminary
(ETS), in Detroit. The pro-
gram, which is part of the
seminary’s Urban Ministry
Diploma program, will pre-
pare students in chaplaincy.
The first year of the program
focuses on academic studies
and the second will focus
on practical experience.
Students must have a high
school diplomaor G.E.D. to
enter the program.
The program is a col-
laborative partnership

THE FAIRFAX INSTITUTE
In collaboration with Hart-
ford Seminary, the Hern-
don, Va.-based Fairfax
Institute offers a Graduate
Certificate for Imams and
Community Leadership.
Offered as part of this cer-
tificate are several courses
related to chaplaincy train-
ing. Dr. Igbal Unus, direc-
tor of The Fairfax Institute,
says that these courses
offer students a chance
to pursue further studies
in chaplaincy at Hartford
Seminary. < Al
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between ETS and local Muslim community leaders in response to
the community’s growing need for chaplaincy training. The program
was designed by Urias Beverly, its current director and coordinator
of the Doctor of Ministry Program at ETS, and Mustapha Elturk,
imam and president of the Islamic Organization of North America.

According to Beverly, the program currently has 10 to 12 stu-
dents, and includes imams, a business professional and a retired
physician who is seeking her second profession as a chaplain. All
the students are from Michigan; however, that may soon change as
Beverly receives inquiries about the program from people in other
parts of the country.

Beverly is hopeful about the program’ future.

“Once we began to get the word out, we've had alot of response;”
he says. “We cannot imagine that it [the program] will not continue”

Beverly says that though he knows that everyone will not be
excited about the partnership between ETS and the Muslim com-
munity on the Muslim Chaplaincy Program, he is confident about
the direction the program has taken.

“I believe that this is where we need to be, that this is what we’re
called to do,” he says. “We need to be partners with each other; we
need to be hospitable to each other. We cannot draw boundaries
on love, and goodwill and hope and grief and suffering”

For Beverly, the experience of partnering with others strengthens
his own beliefs.

“I do not think that working with a person of a different faith
weakens either persons faith, but has the opposite effect; it strength-
ens the faith of both persons or both communities working together,”
Beverly says. ®
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> s s 10 o the spiritual
Muslim patients. It's a wonderful oppor-  hats—one hour I'm a spiritual counselor, the military, the Deparrment E % PrmrldL for the wliulig e
NS 1t means arrat

tunity to do da’'wah in terms of showing the next I'm busy with an administrative ~ did not have representativeg jj, - evenif the v
a different side of Islam; it’s an incredible task, and the nexthour 'msittingonacom-  represent the Islamic religion?y ; {o come and lead Friday
teaching opportunity,” Mostoufi says. mittee meeting to address a campus issue,”  says. “There was a big gap be | e
Sultan says. “Never a boring day” their needs were and what v . that she can h.e.p pavc;1 e
Prison The best thing about being a chaplainat ~ of personnel assets availab]e_. women to0 be mlhtsfr'y c 1 ag_
Mumina Kowalski, the first Muslim  auniversity, according to Sultan, rather than ~ answer a host of different questig i Sure,even if .ﬂ‘lat doesn t1 include
woman to serve as a chaplain in the largest  a hospital or in the military, is the ability to  to represent, in uniform, Mugli e for mlhtar‘y chaplaincy is
women’s prison in Pennsylvania, hasstudied  help shape the hearts and minds of young He warns, however, that chanl: Hosein turne(.i th1s year. N
the difference between chaplaincies in the  people. are considering venturing jng, e Bl e Muslim voice 18 stro;lg in the
four main fields (hospitals, military, colleges “It is immensely rewarding to nurture field should have a strong ap - & can requ‘eSt a 5 ange tm
and prisons) and says the duties of a chaplain  the next generation and it gives me a lot  familiarity with the needs of g y who)ls ready t(l)( Pef1-
don’t vary too much. A chaplain serves the  of hope,” Sultan says, despite it being more  different backgrounds and fajgjye o overn ent if that slvxlfl*‘lat 1tt;1 els o
spiritual needs of those in the institution in  than a full-time job. than in other arenas. : wgnan to be 2 military Cd Oprei,
which they serve, and in the prison system, “Muslim chaplains have to bajys ve been fighting th‘_" ié’en cRiepe
the main difference is simply in the limited Military a Muslim, serving the religions pg e and my soul wil rf.t rest 11;
movements of a chaplairn’s congregation. Lt. Col. Abdul-Rasheed Muhammad was non-Muslims, and knowing hay g ave a victory and this V‘g)uh
In the prison, Kowalski’s dutiesincluded:  the first Muslim chaplain in the U.S. Armed  nize the nuances of people fray or tis. Us, because I need the
conducting formal Islamic services; coun-  Forces. A veritable trailblazer for other backgrounds. The army is the mos
seling inmates on personal and religious Muslim religious leaders in the military, ~employer in the world. Andyou;
who you are going
Muhammad says.
However, while othe
allow for Muslim
be chaplains, the US§.
does not. The militar
a chaplain as one who.
the religious service
of that religion’s fo

definition that has T jusary.
women in the milit ustim, I felt this was a place to

cold, something Lt. Col.§f sick, lending support and

Hosein knows all a8 ir, from Bridgeview, 1L, says.
Though H sail : rrently seeking her Masters
' d is doing her chaplain resi-

_cgjmmunity."

870 CHAPLAINCY

‘Shukair first saw a pamphlet
she didn’t know much about
ed, but was intrigued enough
sore. After her first internship
mer of 2010 turned out to
he called “a great experience,” the
decided to pursue her cer-
ospital chaplain at a nearby

needs; visiting inmates in the
infirmary, conducting group
religious counseling, and per-
forming any other chaplaincy
services reasonably expected of
a Muslim chaplain.

In the prison system, it is
especially important for chap-
lains to be able to serve the
inmates because they are often
one of the few sources, if not the
only source, of spiritual guid-
ance and counseling.

“Prisons want chaplains “ et o
to lead religious services, not ! = i ~ o1 in the military for mi ) :
, inmates, begcause inmate lead- Chaplain Abdul-Rasheed Muhammad is promoted to lieutenant colonel 32 years, the Army ) iI:cHgs}l)cllml. She said that, of
1111121128 ership has been shown to be a  ina2009 ceremony. Muhammad was the first Muslim chgplain inthe application to becomies hmY 'e s, she was drawn to
armed forces. Also pictured are his wife Saleemah and Brig. Gen. Donald chaplain when she HAICY tbe most.

Rutherford, deputy chief of chaplains.(Courtesy of the U.S. Army) 2003—even though _ : )_:durlng her residency can

' WBSEling a sick patient or their
hab cardiology floor, provid-
ith a Bible, requesting halal
Eiving Muslim patients, help-

factor in inmate radicalization,”
Kowalski says.

Muhammad has served in the military for had chaplain experience inthem
Universities more than three decades, and has served  ting—on the grounds that Islamd
Sohaib Sultan says his parents raised him  as a chaplain for 18 years so far. Currently ~ for women to lead menin pm‘Ye
to serve his religion and community. So  stationed in Maryland, he wasaffirmedinthe tried to reapply in 2005, Hosei B
the question for him as he grew older was  U.S. Army in December 1993, marking the ~ recruiters “wouldn't even talk 1o | ibabybiessin iS ‘t‘ﬁt their 1
simply, how? Now, as a full-time chaplain  firsttime Muslim soldiers have had religious But that hasn’t stopped he 1 Salaundry lisgt nf ehma'(tierr%lty
at Princeton University, Sultan serves as a  leadership available to them in the army. what she can. Hosein is a lay 1€t ahaciith t(: =y ut}eS-
counselor and mentor to Muslim students “Prior to Muslim chaplains being in many in the military who ar€£88 & - s;:e out Godﬂ})emg
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educates and engages the campus in what ital Her stuion o ook
he calls, “thoughtful learning about Islam
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cal” day in the office—his role changes by n a masjid.

o Maryam Mostoufi. B 1Tty needs this spiritual
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“Everyday requires wearing different

Do Chaplains Need
to be Endorsed?

BY MEHA AHMAD

N IMPORTANT PART OF THE
chaplaincy world is the
endorser. A chaplain’s endors-
ing agent can give them more
credibility and higher standing. But only
at the federal level does the law requires
having an endorsing agent. A chaplain in
the military, as opposed to other fields,
cannot work without an endorsing agent.

But no matter what field you choose to
chaplain in, having an endorser can boost
your standing and set you apart from other applicants.

“The endorsement is to show that the person has good character, values and
Islamic knowledge, will lead the prayer with integrity and that the members of the
community will respect him,” according to Lt. Col. Shareda Hosein, who chaplained
at Tufts University and is currently a lay leader in the U.S. Army.

The endorser is responsible for making sure the chaplains are in good standing
within the religious community, according to Lt. Col. Abdul-Rasheed Muhammad.

“Endorsers make sure [the chaplains they endorse] are trained and qualified to
conduct the religious services of all faith groups,” Muhammad says. “They’re also
required to follow up and provide training periodically throughout the career of a
chaplain. The endorser is required by law to the tell the government whether this
individual is qualified to represent their faith group for your organization. “

While there are few different endorsing agents, the most popular one is ISNA.

HOW TO BE ENDORSED BY ISNA:
ISNA offers endorsement for chaplains, chaplain candidates and lay leaders in
hospitals, the military, prisons and universities.

To be endorsed, applicants must:

- fill out an application, found on ISNA's website

+ submit an essay

+ complete an interview

+ provide references and transcripts to the Leadership Department

The Chaplains Board will then review the person’s file and, based on the interview,
will determine if the applicant is capable of performing their duty. If they approve,
they will present a letter of endorsement to the applicant.

The endorsed chaplain will then be entered into ISNA’ records of chaplains, and
will benefit from the organization’s yearly training, including workshops focused
on enhancing a chaplain’s skills in their field.

And if you're looking for job tips, ISNA can help their endorsed chaplains with
that, too, according to Diane Hummeid, administrative assistant for ISNA’s Chap-
laincy/Leadership Development Center.

“If T hear of something that might be of interest to [our chaplains), I will usually
send out a message to the ones we endorse— for instance, if there is a seminar 1
think they might be interested in, open positions they might want to know of, etc.,”
Hummeid says of the courtesy. =
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4 OUT OF 5 CHAPLAINS ARE MEN
Accordingtoa 2010 survey by Kowalski, men
fill about four out of five chaplaincy jobs,
even though the criteria to be an effective
chaplain are genderless. The low enrollment
from women can be attributed to: the over-
whelming number of male prison inmates
(where a male prison chaplain would be
more prudent); the more extensive educa-
tional requirements for professional hospital
chaplains in comparison to other chaplaincy
jobs; and the fact that the military has yet
to recognize Muslim women as chaplains.

University settings tend to be more open
to female chaplains, since about two out
of six chaplaincy jobs in universities are
fulfilled by a woman.

“Culturally, people are still thinking that
only males should be leading this kind of
service,” Abu-Shamsieh says. “But a female
would not be an imam of the community by
being a chaplain. She can do all the tasks of a
chaplain without breaking any aspects of the
norms agreed upon so far in the community.
We need to encourage more of our sisters to
be in this field and offer their kind of services””

MAKING A CAREER AS A

CHAPLAIN

Chaplains work in several capacities: vol-

unteer, part-time/stipend, or full-time staff.
Like in any field, a career in chaplaincy

is a ladder. One may start out as a volun-

teer, and then, after gaining more on-the-job

1O

Kamal Abu-Shamsieh (left) is a hospital chaplain and the director of the Islamic Cultural Center of
Fresno in California. On the right, New York University chaplain Khalid Latif.

However, in the other three settings, there
is an ever-growing need for Muslim women
chaplains. But the intense training needed
for hospital chaplains, and the military’s
stance on not allowing Muslim women chap-
lains to be certified to serve in the military,
combined with alack of education in Muslim
communities as to just what a chaplain is,
has nearly put the breaks on Muslim women
seeing chaplaincy as a realistic career option.

And many women who are already
working in the chaplaincy field aren’t get-
ting their dues anyway, according to Harris.
She says women chaplains are vastly under-
appreciated.

“There is a serious discrimination issue
in terms of community support,” Harris says.
“People don't really quite understand the
difference between chaplain and imam, so
women chaplains are frequently overlooked.”

Abu-Shamsieh, who is also the director
of an Islamic center in Fresno, Calif., agrees
that the misconception in Muslim commu-
nities that chaplains also serve as imams is
part of why there are so few Muslim women
in the chaplaincy field.

SRRRRRRARNS

training, move up to full-time work. The
more education/training and experienced
orne is, the more likely they will be able to
snag the more well-paying, full-time chap-
laincy jobs.

And the pay can be comfortable. A full-

time hospital chaplain, for example, can
make about $30,000 to $45,000.

“But if that person wants to take three

more years in their education and then apply
for a hospital supervisor, that figure can
double,” Harris says.

The military may be the most financially

secure area in which to be a chaplain. While
a prison, hospital, or university chaplain
may be volunteer or part-time, a military
chaplain is a ranking officer, and receives a
salary befitting that rank.

“A chaplain isan officer. When youwork in

the government asa military chaplain, you are
a professional and you get paid a professional
in your rank,” Abdul-Rasheed Muhammad
says. “Most chaps make more money in the
military than if they were servingin a church”

Prison and university chaplains are more

likely to be volunteer or part-time, but look

ISLAMIC HORIZONS NOVEMBER,-’D-ECE- |

out. Chaplaincy on the Hnivergioy 1
growing market, a ' 4.
ety Guidance
lains to serve Musli - i =
However, whilfllria1 it(l:lii‘zr that imams play key TOIe n
. sions of Muslim Americans.

ideal, would-be chaplaing, Mo
getting hung up on dOllafs =
“I think that if SOMmeype ;
chaplain, they need to haw,
sense of why they want t bea

a 800“‘1 sense of who they are" | <uDY FOUND THAT IMAMS HAVE A SIGNIFICANT
says. “They shouldn't be dams‘ : 10108
14 L

» encein the health decisions of Muslim Americans,

the money 'l'éw imams are in hospital chaplaincy programs.
alimited research on this subject, this study sheds
N gh! on the roles of imams in the health of their con-
inesthe responsibilities of the Muslim community

AL :1_LL-AWI

MOVING FORWARD
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Building and
strengthening
partnerships
with imams has
the potential to

Muslim patients
and to improve
the health of the
Muslim American
community.

through scripture-based messages in sermons. For example, during
Friday prayers and community lectures, imams may use health
messages from the Quran and prophetic traditions to encourage
moderation in eating and to taking care of health. Imams may also
help congregants to cope with illness and maintain hope in the Divine
by framing disease and healing as part of God’s plan.

« Imams perform religious rituals around life events and illnesses.
Such as blessing births, visiting the sick and overseeing burial services.
Imams may also serve a more direct therapeutic role as counselors
and alternative mental health providers.

« Imamsadvocate for Muslim patients and deliver cultural sensi-
tivity training in hospitals. Imams can also take on larger roles within
the hospital and healthcare system. They may serve as advocates for
the needs of Muslim patients, as well as cultural brokers, educating
staff about Muslim beliefs. Respondents noted that few imams have
formal hospital appointments, and thus many patients are surprised
to learn that there is an imam on staff to visit them, take care of
them, and ensure that their beliefs are respected.

« When difficult healthcare decisions must be made, imams often
play an integral role in this process, both within hospital and mosque
settings. Muslim patients may seek their religious advice, often involv-
ing them in family meetings with physicians. At times, imams may also
serve as religious consults for Muslim healthcare providers, helping

them to make decisions in line with
Islamic law and ethics.
o Despite these important

o o roles, the study also found that
) compared to priests and rabbis,

few imams are included in hospital

- - ) chaplaincy programs and health

system partnerships with religious
leaders. According to the research-
ers, some of the barriers prevent-
ing partnerships between imams
and healthcare systems may be the
required chaplaincy credentials of
hospitals (which imams often lack)
and imams’ limited availability.
The Muslim community can help in address-
ing these challenges by advocating for greater
flexibility in hospital protocols around who
can offer chaplaincy and spiritual care services.
Muslim health professionals can partner with
imams to take advantage of their leadership
roles and utilize their sermons for education on
health prevention and intervention methods.
By hiring additional service staff at the mosque
and allocating financial resources, community
members can also offer institutional support to
imams, increasing their accessibility to health-
care institutions and to Muslim patients. Build-
ing and strengthening partnerships with imams
has the potential to facilitate best quality care
to Muslim patients and to improve the health
of the Muslim American community. ®

=
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Amal Killawi, LLMSW, is qualitative data analyst, Department of
Family Medicine, University of Michigan-School of Social Work.
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The Phantoms Fueling the
Anti-Shariah Gampaign

Muslim Americans need to raise awareness about the
handful of hate-mongers who hijacked the civil discourse
and are heightening Islamophobia.

BY ISLAMIC HORIZONS STAFF

N JULY 22, A 32-YEAR-OLD
blond-haired and blue-eyed
Norwegian named Anders
Breivik man planted a bomb
in an Oslo government building that killed
eight people. A few hours after the explo-

* sion, he shot and killed 68 people—mostly

teenagers—at a Labor Party youth camp on
Norway’s Utoya Island.

By midday, pundits were speculating as
to who had perpetrated the greatest mas-
sacre in Norwegian history since World War
II. Numerous mainstream media outlets,
including “The New York Times,” “The
Washington Post,” and “The Atlantic,” specu-
lated about an Al Qaeda connection and a
“jihadist” motivation behind the attacks.
But by the next morning, it was clear that

the attacker was not a Muslim, but rather a
self-described Christian conservative.

On July 26, Breivik told the court that
violence was “necessary” to save Europe
from Marxism and “Muslimization” In his
1,500-page manifesto, which meticulously
details his attack methods and aims to inspire
others to extremist violence, Breivik vows
“brutal and breathtaking operations which
will result in casualties” to fight the alleged
“ongoing Islamic colonization of Europe.”

Breivik’s manifesto contains numer-
ous references to American bloggers and
pundits, quoting them as experts on Islam’s
“war against the West”” This small group of
anti-Muslim organizations and individuals,
obscure to most Americans, wields great
influence in shaping the national and inter-
national political debate.

Breivik cited Robert Spencer, one of the
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Breivik's manifesto also cites i

including the Center for Secy;

Middle East Forum, and the J _‘

Project on Terrorism—threeq
tions profiled by the Center fi
Progress report: “Fear, Inc.: The
Islamophobia Network in An
was released on Aug. 26.

This network of hate is ot

presence in the U.S. Indeed, i
organize, coordinate, and diss
ideology through grassroots
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» Russell Berrie Foundation
» Anchorage Charitable Fund and Wil-
liam Rosenwald Family Fund
 Fairbrook Foundation
Altogether, these seven charitable groups
provided $42.6 million to Islamophobia

Much of the propaganda
gets churned into
fundraising appeals by
grassroots and religious
right groups. The money
they raise then enters

the political process
and helps fund ads
supporting politicians
who echo alarmist
warnings and sponsor
anti-Muslim attacks.

think tanks between 2001 and 2009—fund-
ing that supports the scholars and experts.
And what does this money fund?

Well, here’s one of many cases in point:
last July, former Speaker of the House of
Representatives Newt Gingrich warned a
conservative audience at the American
Enterprise Institute that Shariah was “a
mortal threat to the survival of freedom
in the United States and in the world as
we know it.” Gingrich went on to claim
that “Sharia in its natural form has prin-
ciples and punishments totally abhorrent
to the Western world.” In his remarks that
day, Gingrich mimicked the language of
conservative analyst Andrew McCarthy,
who co-wrote a report calling Shariah
“the preeminent totalitarian threat of
our time.”

Such similarities in language are
no accident. Look no further than the
organization that released McCarthy’s
anti-Shariah report: the Center for
Security Policy, a central hub of the
anti-Muslim network and an active pro-
moter of anti-Shariah messaging and
anti-Muslim rhetoric. In fact, CSP is a
key source for right-wing politicians,
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pundits and grassroots organizations, pro-
viding them with a steady stream of reports
mischaracterizing Islam and warnings about
its dangers. Operating under the leader-
ship of Frank Gaffney, the organization is
funded by a small number of foundations
and donors with a deep understanding of
how to influence U.S. politics by promoting
highly alarming threats to national security.
CSP is joined by other anti-Muslim orga-
nizations in this lucrative business, such as
Stop Islamization of America and the Society
of Americans for National Existence.
Many of the leaders of these organiza-
tions are well-schooled in the art of getting
attention in the press, particularly Fox News,
“The Washington Times;” and a variety of
right-wing websites and radio outlets.
Misinformation experts, like Gaffney,

. consult and work with such right-wing

grassroots organizations as ACT! for Amer-
ica and the Eagle Forum, as
well as religious right groups
such as the Faith and Free-
dom Coalition and American
Family Association, to spread
their message. Speaking at
their conferences, writing on
their websites, and appearing
on their radio shows, these
experts rail against Islam and
cast suspicion on Muslims
Americans. Much of their
propaganda gets churned
into fundraising appeals by
grassroots and religious right
groups. The money they raise
then enters the political pro-
cess and helps fund ads supporting poli-

ticians who echo alarmist warnings and

sponsor anti-Muslim attacks.

The Brookings/PRRI (Public Religion
Research Institute) study, released Sept.
6, shows the funders of the Shariah panic
industry are getting their money’s worth.
Although two-thirds of Americans say that
Muslims are not trying to establish Shariah
law in the U.S,, “[o]ver the last eight months,
agreement with this question has increased
by 7 points, from 23 percent in February
2011 to 30 percent today” The number of
Republicans who buy that Muslims are
trying to establish Shariah law in the U.S.
is up 14 points since August 2011, from 31
percent to 45 percent.

This report shines a light on the
Islamophobia network of so-called

experts, academics, institutions, grassroots
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organizations, media outlets, and donors
who manufacture, produce, distribute and
mainstream an irrational fear of Islam and
Muslims.

The report’s authors state that in order
to safeguard national security and uphold
America’s core values, the nation must return
to a fact-based civil discourse regarding the
challenges we face as a nation and world.
This discourse must be frank and honest,
but also consistent with American values
of religious liberty, equal justice under the
law, and respect for pluralism. A first step
toward the goal of honest, civil discourse is
to expose—and marginalize—the influence
of the individuals and groups who make up
the Islamophobia network in America by
actively working to divide Americans against
one another through misinformation.

Faiz Shakir, vice president at the Center
for American Progress and one of the authors

of “Fear, Inc.;” points out that, while there is
no evidence that any of these groups violated
any laws, this is a fight that will be fought
in every public arena, including the courts.

“What this report does is put the funders
on notice that their money is being directed
towards anti-Muslim hate campaigns,’
Shakir, who also serves as the editor-in-
chief of ThinkProgress.org, says. “We believe
that, given this information, the funders
must now clarify their own position: are
they supportive of these hate campaigns or
are they against it?”

Asked about ways of getting knowl-
edge such as the Fear report wider cover-
age, Shakir says, “Muslims should heed the
Quranic admonition: ‘O mankind, We created
you from a single pair of a male and a female,
and made you into nations and tribes so that
you may know one another’ (49:13). Muslims
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Besides making it available

9E ER soLl MAN presented evidence that this peaceful form
; of protest fit the students’ goal of expressing
their dissent with and disapproval of the
Ambassador’s direct involvement in Opera-
tion Cast Lead in Gaza.

“Iintend to continue my activism to give
avoice to the voiceless, including my cousins
who died during the Gaza massacre,” said
one of the students, Shaheen Nassar, in a
press conference outside of the courthouse
after the verdict was announced.

Because this was a peaceful protest simi-
lar to many others on university campuses,
the Irvine 11’s case was one of selective
prosecution, especially considering that
the students had already been disciplined
by the university. To spend taxpayer money
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According to
tict points to a “growing mal-
0phobia” in the U.S.

lyand courageously stood
...ti:e, and they defended

on the prosecution of a student protest has
been seen as both irresponsible and a sign
that the content of some speech is more
acceptable than others.

“You can heckle the president, you can
heckle high-ranking government officials,
but if you heckle an Israeli diplomat, you
will be prosecuted. These are Americans
exercising their freedoms. This is a democ-
racy, not a dictatorship,” said Salam Al-
Marayati, president of the Muslim Public
Affairs Council.

According to an article in the “Orange
County Register,” by Erwin Chemerinsky,
the dean and distinguished professor at the
UCI School of Law, district attorneys have
prosecutorial discretion that they exercise
on a regular basis. Regardless of whether
the protest was lawful, district attorney
Tony Rackauckass choice to prosecute

ldbe above criticism,” said
_ .';t_éxecuLi\'e director of the
&ican Islamic Relations of
*Angeles area,

or Michael Orers speech
Othe 10 students stood up,
L and walked toward the
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ycriminalization of Free Speech

Sihe Irvine 11 demonstrates the fragility of the First Amendment—for some.

these students, Chemerinsky said, shows
that “he failed in his most important duty:
to do justice”

The defense attorneys say their clients
plan to appeal the verdict.

“You cannot convict people in this coun-
try based on the content of their speech,’
said Dan Stormer, one of the attorneys for
the students, at a press conference. “That’s
one of the basic principles of our society”

“Today is a tragic and disgraceful day
in the history of Orange County; said the
Reverend Wilfredo Benitez, Rector of Saint
Anselm of Canterbury Episcopal Church.
“Making a career on the back of persecution
sends the wrong message from the District
Attorney’s office”

Although disappointed by
the guilty verdict, the students’
spirits remain high. They plan
to continue to exercise their
right to free speech, and they
hope to see justice prevail at
home and across the globe.

“Were upset about what
the verdict was, and we hope
to do something in the near
future about it, but we're OK;”
Mohamed Abdelgany, one of
the students, said at a town hall
meeting at the Islamic Institute
of Orange County last week. “If

we don't stand by our principles, our lives
are hollow shells.”

Many advocacy groups have expressed
their support of the students, saying that
their protest will go down in history, along
with legendary American civil rights heroes
like Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm X
and Rosa Parks. With the guilty verdict
just announced and the upcoming appeal
planned for the near future, Asaad Traina,
another one of the students, quoted Martin
Luther King Jr.

“Ordinarily, a person leaving a court-
room with a conviction behind him would
wear a somber face,” Traina said. “But I left
with a smile. I knew that I was a convicted
criminal, but I was proud of my crime” M

Hadeer Soliman is a 2011 graduate of the University of
California, Irvine.
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POLITICS AND ECONOMY

Nurturing Interest-Free Finang

Muslims need to develop the concept of interest-free finance iz
world dominated by conventional monetary practices. ]

BY SUSAN LABADI

T'S AT A FEVER PITCH: NEWS OF SKYROCKETING GOLD, MARKET VOLATILITY,

unemployment, foreclosures, banking failures and the demise of fiat currencies.

There is much speculation and anxiety about the U.S. economy and its future. In fact,

many nations are in turmoil as well, politically and econom ically seeking stability.
Meanwhile, the middle class is disappearing, as a rich minority seizes wealth while the
poor grow larger and deeper in debt. Debt is the enemy, but behind it lay greed, decep-
tion and ignorant complacency. A prescription for debt relief is in order, and interest-free
banking and investment may be an option to consider.

Intuitively, we've known it all along,
that riba, commonly translated as “inter-
est” or “usury; is problematic for a healthy
economic environment. It is the renting of
money in order to yield gain that puts the
wealthy in a position to exploit the needy.

Yet, much of the world has acclimated to
its presence and participates willingly in
its practice because lending on its basis
was made appealing and profitable for the
designers of these models. Increasingly, we
are starting to see some options to using

whereby currency was bag
commodities. All that chapge
ton Woods Agreement _pgg@
the subsequent Nixon Shock
President Richard Nixon »
the dollar’s link to gold. F
the international monetary sys
subject to creative money-

that have been like smoke andimj
our value system has been skew
consumption and acquiring on
whatever means necessary. el
the family who falls victim to
lous account executive who
needs to enrich himself witho

s tand commu-
rder t0 provide
wing, not making

feliving

frec financing
Jalmodels, and
Abrahamic reli-
dden the use of

f the Prophet
(salla Allahu
ant) who traded
‘through several
4ch community
odity, such as
.dates, or the com-

ed commod-
» the same or of
salue of another

; Anything extra

interest-free” or riba-free  what is in their best interest. M prohibited. This

Now with 5% Inflati on, FREE! banking and investment made out of money, rathertl g

opportunities, but the realassets thatare partofth

development.

have been the norm, some
have attempted to retrofit them
using Islamic terms, and there
is room for further inquiry and
scholarship.

Dinar Standard, a specialized
business media, research and
advisory firm, researched six
Islamic Finance programs and
11 schools providing Islamic
Finance courses within leading
business schools in the OIC*.
Dinar Standard plans an update
to this list in 2012. In Malay-
sia, INCEIF, the only Global
University of Islamic Finance,
was set up by the central bank,
Bank Negara Malaysia. There is
a definite interest in exploring
this discipline because its basis
provides a healthy economy
and financial development, and
even the Vatican and U.S.-based
finance entities are supportive
for this reason.
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Yet, the road is not always clearly
demarcated between what is acceptable
in our increasingly complex world. Some
conventional banks have opened Islamic
Finance windows to their businesses, and
consumers are increasingly requesting
interest-free options for banking, invest-
ment and financing. With the transition,
there are some ideological potholes to be
traversed. As conventional instruments

As conventional
instruments
have been the
norm, some have
attempted to

retrofit them using
Islamic terms, and
there is room for
further inquiry and
scholarship.
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Acceptable Market Invest-
ments) was unveiled. The index
is comprised of 15 Muslim countries rep-
resenting 270-plus companies in the halal
food processing, distribution, fishing, and
farming industries with market capitaliza-
tion of $114 billion. This allows consum-
ers to further their commitment to a halal
concept as investors. They share the risks
and potential reward of an emerging global
market niche. This is the means to building
a real economy once more.

The challenges to widen consumer
options for finance and investment are
present. It is anticipated that the neces-
sity of interest-free practices will become
increasingly attractive as a means to build-
ing economic strength and a healthier
global economy. Regulation will need to
be designed and established, but coopera-
tion between the public and private sector
is what brought integrity to the American
system. Now we hope it will extend to the
world. m

*QIC-57 Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
member countries

Susan Labadi is project coordinator of the American Halal
Association and editor of HalalConnect Magazine
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Spaces of Equality

On the road to Mecca

BY TAMMY GABER

T SEEMS STRANGE TO THINK THAT

hajj, the most sacred ritual for Mus-

lims, could be a different experience

for a woman than a man. It seems
strange only because this ritual is a require-
ment of all able-bodied Muslims, and each
is accountable regardless of gender.

There is an expectation, however, that the
experience would be different for women
and men only because most mosques in the
world, in the Middle East and elsewhere,

{ HAJJ 2011 |

have through time and culture, developed
distinctly gender-segregated spaces that
often affect and undermine the experience
of a Muslim woman in worship.

I performed the hajj in 2010. We arrived
in Medina first, given the chance to recover
from travel and to enjoy the sublime beauty
and peace of the Prophet Muhammads (salla
Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) city and resting
place. The mosque, throughout history,
has been expanded several times and in
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visual access to the main space or to feel
part of the larger congregation. Contempo-
rary additions and structures in the places
of worship on this journey demonstrated
the variety of possibilities, from enabling
community such as at Medina, to separat-
ing it such as at Qubba and Qiblatain. The
contemporary additional structures that
expanded the Haram al Sharif surrounding
the Kaaba were brilliantly enabling, allowing
for complete access and inclusion.

Mecca is the most amazing of place on
earth. Circumambulating the Kaaba among
millions of followers is an overwhelming and

. ﬁu,,‘

Circumambulating the Ka’aba
among millions of followers

is an overwhelming and
enlightening experience.
Whether on the rooftop
building surrounding the
precinct or on one of the
middie levels or on the ground
space immediately surrounding
the Ka’aba, the sheer sense of
unity within multiplicity is life-
changing.

enlightening experience. Whether on the
rooftop building surrounding the precinct or
on one of the middle levels or on the ground
space immediately surrounding the Ka'aba,

is life-changing. When we were walking
around the Ka'aba or pacing the saia space
between the mounts of Safa and Marwa,
there was never any sense of gender division

or segregation between the pilgrims. There
was an overwhelming sense of humanity of
the immense variety of ethnicities who are
all in unison in this primal act of worship.
With the expanded floors, there seemed
to be ample room for everyone to walk in
their own space, with the crush of crowding
only in the immediate vicinity of the Kaaba.

The journey of Hajj continued with the
Mina camps, naturally having separate tents
for men and women, but allowed for the
building of community through the lectures
and discussion groups periodically held to
remind and educate the pilgrims of their

spiritual journey. The day spent
at Arafa was even more humbling
with minimal facilities and the
focus on worship and religious
contemplation. There was never
amoment when I thought about
gender access or my experience
as a woman at Arafa, because
the experience was about being
a Muslim in a larger community
of Muslims.

This overarching sense of reli-
gious contemplation continued
when we went to Muzdalifa to
rest and pray upon our return
to Mina, where we threw jama-
rat. Like many of the expansions
and developments previously dis-
cussed, the new building (often
called a “bridge”) allowed for
easier access of the millions of
pilgrims to this ritual. At five
stories high, with escalators, this
structure allowed for immedi-
ate and streamlined access to the
three pillars, each of which which
pilgrims throw seven stones at.
During this ritual, like many of
the others, was about the essen-
tial quality of being a Muslim.

After our stay in Mina, we
returned to Mecca to complete
our hajj and to spend a few extra
days in prayer and contempla-
tion. It was a joy to pray each

prayer in the Haram al-Sharif and to make
tawaf at different times of the day and eve-
ning. This unique experience of equality,
unison, will remain with me forever, as
the sheer sense of unity within multiplicity ~ wholly singular in my lifetime of experiences
of religious segregation during worship.
Tammy Gaber, PhD, is an assistant professor in the Depart-

ment of Architecture, Faculty of Engineering at British
University in Egypt.
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Hajj: The Investment
of a Lifetime

BY TAYYABA SYED

TTAINING GOD’S PLEASURE
and acceptance is the aspiration
of every practicing Muslim. And
opportunities to reach this goal
lie in the five basic pillars of Islam. Prof.
Omer Mozaffer, an instructor at the Uni-
versity of Chicago and Loyola University,
compares the five pillars to the aspect of
time, First and foremost, declaring our faith
takes only a moment’s time when we say the

" shahada. Then daily, we must pray

and prostrate to our Lord at least five
times in salah. The next pillar, fast-
ing, is prescribed over a month’s time
in Ramadan. Zakat (alms-giving) is
an obligation that must be fulfilled
once a year. Then there is the one
pillar in Islam that is allowed a life-
time to accomplish: hajj.
But with the cost of hajj increas-
ing every year, it may just take an
individual a lifetime to make it
happen. For those who have yet to
complete this last pillar, when and
how is the right time to start saving
for hajj? No matter what age you
decide to perform hajj, you need to
research hajj groups ahead of time
and start preparing yourself physi-
cally, mentally, spiritually and finan-
cially— years in advance. Prophet
Muhammad (Salla Allahu alayhi wa
sallam) reminded his people in his farewell
sermon to “perform Hajj if you can afford
to” Being able to afford the sacred journey
plays a big factor in when one can perform it.
Saturna Capital, through the Amana
Funds, offers investment plans for those
who are planning to do hajj later, but want to
start saving now. The hajj calculator on their
website can help determine how much you
will need to save, keeping inflation in mind.
Saturna’s director and vice president of
Islamic Financing, Monem Salam, suggests
investing in an Amana mutual fund.
“If you are planning to do hajj after five
years or more, you can either invest in a
Roth IRA account or a regular investment

account,” Salem says. “There is also some-
thing called a Universal Transfer to a Minor
Account (UTMA) also known as a ‘custo-
dial account’ you can open in your child’s
name but act as a custodian. It has a very
low tax rate”

Those who want to perform hajj sooner
rather than later have the option of opening
a halal savings account, which University
Islamic Financial offers.

Whether you plan
to embark on this
sacred journey
next year, or within
the next 10 years,
fiscally responsible
foresight will

help you take the
best trip possible
without fretting
about your finances.
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ONE OF THE ACTIONS MOST LOVED BY
ALLAH (SWT) IS THE GOOD DEED DONE

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFERIS A

GOOD DEED DONE REGULARLY.

THROUGH EFT ISNA CAN RECEIVE

YOUR DONATION EACH MONTH

AUTOMATICALLY FROM YOUR BANK

ACCOUNT OR CREDIT CARD SAVING

| Donor Convenience

YOU POSTAGE AND TIME.

Benefits of the EFT program include:

Less Administrative Cost and Time

A Predictable Cash Flow for ISNA [“] Ability to Stop at Any Time

To support ISNA please visit: www.isna.net or contact us at idf@isna.net
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Muslim Across America

Two men embark on a coast-to-coast
road trip, praying in mosques en route.

BY RASHEED AL RABBI AND RASHED AL JUNAYED

On their way to Las Veqas, Rabbi stroflsin Joshia |

N THE EARLY 10008, WHEN A LEBA-

nese immigrant embarked for Amer-

ica, the captain told him that there

were no mosques there. Things have
changed a bit since then. Today, there are
more than 1,200 mosques in America and
the number continues to grow. The story
of this immigrant inspired us to undertake
the 11-day, coast-to-coast “Muslim Across
America” road trip. In an attempt to get an
accurate picture of the Muslim presence
across America, we set out to see if we could
pray every obligatory prayer in a mosque,
while on the road.

This was not a spur-of-the-moment deci-
sion. Rather, the actual longing was looming
for a while. I went to school in Minnesota,
a few years prior to 9/11, when hostility
toward Islam had not been exploited to the
present extent. In such a quiet and friendly
environment, and despite being “a crazy lib-
eral Muslim” at the time, I couldn’t ignore a
significant compromise of core Islamic
values by some Muslims to assimilate into
Western culture. Muslims themselves, like
some non-Muslim Americans, lacked a
sense of belonging. I could accept neither.

When I moved to Northern Virginia

in 2004, I saw a more promising picture
of Muslim Americans. However, I lacked
the knowledge to address faith issues that
agitated my mind. In order to further my
knowledge, I took courses at the Fairfax
Institute, the Graduate School of Social Sci-
ences, the Virginia Theological Seminary

PRRRRRRANS
! and Hartford Seminary. I was fortunate to

Though we only
visited 18 mosques,
this small sample
helped us identify
some distinctive

patterns of mosque
involvement in the
communities and
their approach

to address other
faiths.

| MUSLIMS IN ACTION
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S O
./ /Lyand Rabbi{R) stop over in Las Vegas.

Islamic teachings. They are trying to involve
the community and foster dialogue with
neighbors and undertake interfaith activi-
ties. However, youth involvement remains
an uncongquered challenge for mosque lead-
ership overall. These mosques are intensely
cultivating a culture of charity. Every mosque
is solely dependent on donations from its
community; yet amazingly this financial
commitment has been met without disrup-

tion year after year. None of them reported
any significant challenges in collecting dona-
tions during construction or expansion.
This journey was as educational as it was
remarkable; I couldn’t anticipate its actual
depth when I started driving. Though we
only visited 18 mosques, this small sample
helped us identify some distinctive patterns
of mosque involvement in the communities
and their approach to address other faiths,
to promote mosque leadership, and to uti-
lize the endless potential of the Internet for
community outreach. These patterns can be
beneficial resources for other mosques to
make appropriate use of their community
dynamics.
The primary concern that prompted me
to embark upon this voyage was relieved;

East Bound Mosques
1. | T, Herndon, Va., Mosque

2. | Wilmington Islamic Learning
Center, Wilmington, Del.

3. | Islamic Society of Gastonia,
Gastonia, N.C.

4. | Annoor Academy of Knoxville,
Tenn.

5. | Islamic Center of Nashville,
Nashville, Tenn.

6. | Muslim Society of Memphis,
Memphis, Tenn.

7. | Islamic Center of Little Rock, Little
Rock, Ark.

8. | Islamic Center of Fort Smith, Fort
Smith, Ark.

9. | Islamic Center of Greater
Oklahoma, Oklahoma City, Okla.

10. | Islamic Center of Amarillo, Texas.

11. | Islamic Center of New Mexico,
Albuquerque, N.M.

12. | Gallup Islamic Center, Gallup, N.M.

13. | Muslim Student Association,
Flagstaff, Ariz.

14. | Masjid-e-Ibrahim, Kingman, Ariz.
15. | Masjid Granada Hills, Los Angeles,

Calif.
West_Bound Mosques
Masjid Al Noor, Las Vegas, Nev.

2. | Colorado Muslim Society, Denver,
Colo.

Islamic Center of Topeka, Kans.

4. | Northwest Islamic Center, St
Louis, Mo.

5. | Islamic Society of North America,
Plainfield, Ind.

6. | Islamic Center of Columbus,
Columbus, Ohio.

7. | ADAMS Center, Sterling, Va.

rather it reinforced my long-held belief that
we don’t have to make any compromises to
be American. There are millions of devout
Muslims who are raising their American
children. They don't suffer from the lack of
belonging; instead, they find their lives more
meaningful in the path of Islam.

God knows what the future holds. Our
next venture could take us coast-to-coast,
on a ride north to south on I-95. &

Rasheed Al Rabbi, an IT professional, is pursuing a doctoral
degree in software engineering at George Mason University.

Rashed Al Junayed is a New York City-based social warker.
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Prostrating Atop Denali

The story of one mountain climber’s
mission to pray atop the highest peak in

North America.

BY MOHAMMED SULTAN IDLIBI

EW HAVE MADE SUJOOD ATOP
Mount McKinley, the highest
mountain peak in North America,
with a summit elevation of more
than 20,000 feet above sea level. I was one of
those fortunate to have made this journey.

I committed to Denali more than five
years ago, when I climbed Mount Baker in
Washington state’s Cascade Range. I have
also climbed Mount Elbrus and now Denali
through Fred Hutchinson Center’s fundrais-
ing division, Climb to Fight Breast Cancer.
I've climbed all over the world, including
Africa, Europe, South America and North
America.

This last summer gave me an opportu-
nity to battle my way up this massive peak.
This expedition was slow, cold and long; the
roundtrip took 27 days.

Mount McKinley or Denali (Athabaskan

for “The High One”) is located in Alaska,
the centerpiece of Denali National Park and
Preserve. It sits in between Mount Hunter
and Mount Foraker, two peaks that would
be giants in any North American moun-
tain range. Arriving in Anchorage, I quickly
found a place to stash my gear and rented a
mountain bike. I tracked down a mosque,
which was under construction. From there, T
traveled to Talkeetna, home to 500 residents,
many of whom are world-class climbers
from all over the world. The weather had
stalled some teams but, with luck, we found a
flight the same day to the glacier. There were
adozen teams on the lower Kahiltna glacier
when we landed at the 7,200-ft. base camp.
We traveled slowly, carrying food and
gear from camp to camp, and back. I had 120
pounds of food and gear, half of which was
in my pack, and half on a sled. Being roped
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4ll those around the world who

every day. L, too, felt miserable,

ated and hungry.
1 reached Camp 3 (14,200 feet),
ing three days for good weather
- cimbed up the West Buttress
amp 4 (17,200 feet), and again
sood weather. The waiting helped
ljmate to the high altitude,
oxygen Jevel can be less than 50
Jfwhat it is at sea level. After four
gh camp, not being able to eat
operly: and battling harsh, cold
s of minus 10 degrees inside our
¢ team made the decision to turn
e mountain was going nowhere.
dalways take a month off from work
pily, and come back to climb again
L.
e nded in harsh conditions, with
ng several inches per hour, and

5

to climbing partners slows one
ensures survival in these harsh ¢
of extreme glacier travel. Creva
central Alaskan range are very |
at any point one can suffer a fatal fa
the lower glacier we traveled at
coldest part of the day, when the|
would be in its most solid state. I'al
my prayers daily.

My guide, Lhakpa Gelu Sherpay
ese mountain guide, holds a record
fastest time to ascend Mt. Everest:
and 56 minutes. Lhakpa taught me\
I learned that the first names of;
are the same as the day on which'§
born. Lhakpa means Wednesday
translated Saturday to Pemba, aud
on I went by the name Pemba :

By Day 12, we had doubl!
of our food and gear to Camt
feet) and made an attempt t0
3. Upon reaching Windy Cornefitis
of seven men was forced to DivOlt
tally cold, hurricane-like CO p
dug half a snow cave, and pit"f-..h,
before frostbite could get to OUE
toes, and waited out a storm.fol’-
hours, by far the most challengihs
expedition. Our food and fuel
at our next camp, thus weé we.re
food or fuel to melt snow Wi

€t of snowdrift whipped with the
ling whiteout conditions. Luck-
ntincluded fixed lines, which
ougha sea of snow that I floated
d only to a fixed line with my
erafew close calls, we all made
to Camp 3. But none of us were
to continue, so we pitched our
Or a few hours in the night.
morning, Day 20, I learned
' expedition was making an
climb 0 the summit. A few
after losing a few teammates to
hey had turned around. They
ht_!r healthy climber. I bid fare-
teammates and wished them
Nt down the lower glacier. I
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was heading back up Denali and making a
second attempt at the summit.

On Day 21, we rested another day at
Camp 3, and made sure we had enough
provisions to climb up Denali and wait
out a storm should one come across our
path. We ate a lot of food, often eating half
to a whole stick of butter to keep our calo-
rie intake high. This day we had canned
turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing, gravy
and cranberry sauce. But despite all of this
gorging, we all lost weight—muscle and
fat. The weather this day was perfect, but
we knew it would be impossible to continue
climbing after carrying a very heavy load
up to Camp 4.

Day 23 was lost to bad weather, so we
rested and ate as much as possible.

On Day 24, the weather wasn’t perfect,
but we made a run for it. It would be critical
to stay moving, and wear all of our clothing

After nine-and-
a-half hours of
continuous climbing
up what is called the
Autobahn—where
most of the deaths
on Denali occur—
and all the way up
to Denali Ridge, we
reached the summit
at 5:30 p.m.

to avoid frostbite. After nine-and-a-half
hours of continuous climbing up what is
called the Autobahn—where most of the
deaths on Denali occur—and all the way
up to Denali Ridge, we reached the summit
at 5:30 p.m. The sky was perfect, but we
had 10 mph winds, which can be a problem
at 20,320 feet. We were the second team
to summit, with about eight other teams
behind us—I prostrated in thankfulness.
We knew that making it to the top is
only halfway there; we still needed to make
it down and out, alive and healthy. We
descended to Camp 4 and slept for the night.
The next day, we left at 10 a.m. and
descended to Camp 3, which was again a
challenge. We passed Windy Corner and

Camp 2. Our plan was to continue all
night to the airstrip and fly off this moun-
tain after 25 days. But that didn’t happen.

When we reached Camp 1, we noticed
the glacier ice turn into slush. It was 3 a.m.,
and perhaps 50 degrees warmer than only a
day ago on the summit. Temperatures hov-
ered right at freezing. We knew that there
would be another five and a half miles to
the airstrip, and that the glacier was crum-
bling. Snow bridges and fragile crevasses
would crumble below our snowshoes. It was
too risky to continue, so we set up camp
and slept for the night. We did this again
for two more nights because the weather
was too warm. The mountain would not
loosen its grip.

On Day 27, we took off at 3 a.m. There
were eight other climbing teams, all bottle-
necked with us. Six people, all on different
teams, popped into crevasses, some falling

v AR

more than 30 feet only to be saved by the
rope attached to their rope-mates. When we
made it to the airstrip, we were told we had
to climb another 400 vertical feet to reach
the upper airstrip because the snow planes
did not feel safe landing on the crumbling
glacier at those elevations. On July 11, I
boarded a Canadian Otter snow plane and
flew back to Talkeetna, seeing green for the
first time in 27 days.

Having briefly tasted life in harsh condi-
tions, 'm reminded of an Islamic saying:
“Live a rough life because the favors are not
going to last” m
Mohammed Sultan Idlibi works and lives in the Appalachian

Mountains of Western North Carolina, and loves to explore
the amazing world.




MUSLIMS IN ACTION

BY SALMA ABUGIDIERI

KNEW IT THAT I WOULD BE BENEFI-

ciary when Muslims Without Borders

(MWB) invited me to join their first

group of student volunteers on a trip
to Tashirat, a family-style orphanage nestled
in the beautiful mountains of Tepoztlan,
Mexico, as “Enrichment Halaqah Leader”
Still, I could not have anticipated the deep
impact the trip would have on me and the
nine young women with me. We continue
to savor the memories.

PRRARRRAYG

Based on my experiences working with
severely abused or neglected children, I was
prepared for the stories I expected to hear
about the children’s stories of childhood
abuse and neglect. I imagined that they
would probably have serious psychological
issues, and might have behavioral problems.
Everything defied assumptions.

My appreciation for MWB and its founder,
Shafi Khan, was growing by the minute, Here
we witnessed the development of life-sus-
taining projects that would eventually help
this orphanage to become self-sufficient.
. The vital rainwater-capturing project allows
/| them to store their only source of water, and

40
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: ) . Was reqy
Muslims Without Borders supports e engagement with st
° ™ ™ . ° &l €1r a, justm e -
life-sustaining projects at a Mexican simpler lves than what theyssges

orphanage that is serving to rebuild lives.  occasionat scorpion or .

to help in any way that

America, not to mention de alin :
animal that managed to get L?]lltht:
We were all amazed at the pro du'
ficcomplishments that can oceypy
isa team effort. While some ofush
then recycle used water for irrigation. The  ence with painting, none ofjyg had
fast-growing chicken project will eventually  machete before. We discavered son
provide enough eggs for all residents. And  talents, brute strength, and sh
the greenhouse project nearly provides all  cut down brush and even lay
the tomatoes and pepinos (cucumbers) that  land. Despite the fact that the task
they need, with some extra to sellin the city. ~ daunting, especially with the he
Since the children and staff are vegetarian, sun, we managed to clear the land, |
these food supplies are staples in their diet. it ready for the saplings to be plan
Our group's projects for theweek included  the refuse was hauled away, .
helping to clear land for a planned avocado More rewarding than these ace
orchard, painting La Cancha (the children’s ments and contributions that we we
' make were the connections we mad
Yol T v children, who typically did not it
Iy other volunteer groups at the orp
difficult to describe the model that
for us over the next few days. The child
met with were loving, affectionate,
respectful and well behaved. It wasel
they were well cared for and loved
caretakers are true “parents;” provid
sense of security and belonging, clearge
lines for appropriate behavior, stra
and spirituality. These adults were:
of commitment and dedication
them leaving their lives behind 10/
“family” for the children whose oM
lies had abandoned them. Thee
in family-style bungalows, notin
tutional setting. The goals—t0'$
their mind, body and spirit—are
through vegetarian diet, homeo!
soccer field that was actually a concrete ment, unconditional love, clear bo
structure), and tutoring the children in the  education and meditation. Rather
orphanage and at the attached Ixaya school.  sorry for them, as I had anticip
It was an incredible feeling for allof usto ~ arriving, I wished that all thech 1L
discover abilities in ourselves that we hadnot ~ world could have such good caré !

& : A, Ry
itors soon become master machete handlers clearing thicket for the avocado plantation.

e staff allowed their five teenagers—  that they expressed gratitude for our pres-  per some of the girls’ instructions, the boys
whom are biological siblings—to  ence. The next day, the three teen boys, who  realized their desire to join us had created
much of their time with us, missing  had heard all the details from their sisters, ~a bit of a commotion, so they decided to
sual school routine to engage in a  respectfully asked if they could join, too. observe instead of joining us.
“cultural exchange” with us. We were Unprepared for having non-Muslims join It is difficult to pinpoint exactly what
nuously touched by them during our ~ our halaqah, it was the perfect opportunity ~ made this trip so inspirational. Several of the
haddition to being unusually respect-  to practice the tawakkul we had been dis- ~ young women in our group noted that they
hey went out of their way to : : felt their prayers were better in the

| - i beautiful, natural surroundings
we were in. Being unplugged for
the week, along with the simplic-
ity and slower pace of life, facili-
tated a feeling of strong connec-
tion: to the other volunteers, to
nature, and to the children and
staff at the orphanage. The sub-
sequent feelings of gratitude to
God made all those connections
more meaningful, especially the
% & connection to Him. Of course it
“Its with them. This was L ; e was also refreshing to encounter
ffom what is often our Volnters also taught ! people who had no preconcep-

i ght classes at the orphanage.

45 Muslims, having to tions about Islam and Muslims.
00d that doesn't comply with our  cussing, leaving it up to God to benefit us  Imagine not having to defend or react, but

A - *Cused themselves from social-  and them as He saw fit. By the end of the  simply to answer questions coming out of
m_—#_—_ g g . . . s .
Stocomplete their chores, which ~ week, we had an unanticipated dilemma. The ~ pure and genuine curiosity. The purity of

Rather than feel so rry for the Ch“dfen at oking and cleaning,. boys wanted to join us for Maghrib prayer.  the children and staff’s lives illustrated the
the Orphana ge as | had an ticipa ted 'befo re & Stilick me the most was theirinitia-  Where would they stand? Obviously, none  fitrah that God creates each of us with. And
3

L S this *Penness to learning about Islam.  of them could lead the prayer, and we were  finally, there was the opportunity to serve
arriving, | wished that all the children in 3 "Wo girls asked to join our nightly  all women. We agreed that we would spread ~ in a community where there seemed to be
world could have such good care.

1f|
}

‘even helped some of us
eiour cravings for churros
fing down a street vendor.
> modest and reflected
scientious upbringing
oral standards. They
10 their vegetarian and
Iet, abstaining when
€d to share our meals

Which focused on the themes of ~ outa towel—our makeshift prayer rug—for  a true spirit of brotherhood: ®

S M:tude) and tawakkul (reliance  them nextto us with a small space separating  saima Elkadi Abugidieri is a licensed professional counselor
- "€ Were touched and surprised  our row from theirs. After making wudu  and co-director of Peaceful Families Project.
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Shedding the
Minority Men£1[14"

Tariq Ramadan: Muslims
must think beyond
integration and focus on
contributions to society.

BY LEEN JABER

HERE IS NO DENYING IT: MUSLIMS IN AMERICA HAVE
excelled professionally and are growing to an unforeseen
potential. Every day, Muslim Americans can be found
saving lives in the operating room, investing millions

on Wall Street, and winning high-profile cases in the courtroom.

But aren't they capable of accomplishing even more?

Ramadan shares his thoughts and concerns about how Muslims
can participate in Western society without sacrificing their faith
and values.

Islamic Horizons: What do you think are the challenges, if any,
Muslims face attempting to get more involved in various sectors of
Western society?

Tariq Ramadan: Muslims should be involved in the mainstream
and never talk about themselves as minorities. As citizens, they are
nota minority. As a people bearing values, they are not a minority.
They share the majority values in the West, in the U.S. as well as in
Europe. One of the main missions is not only to remain Muslims
but to change the society for the better. So they have to be involved.
But there are challenges and dangers. You are going to work with

them to stop

people who sometimes forget God and
“ talking about

the essentials and ethics. They are driven
sometimes by the love of power or money

integrating. They should
feel at home and have

Mg

and no ethical behavior. The challenge I would tell
is to be equipped, and to remember that
when you do get involved in this society,
don’t go alone, don't go without knowl-
edge of your religion. Know exactly what
you want to do and try to get a sense of
the priorities in your life. Whatever it is
you are doing, don't forget God, and don’t
forget yourself.

IH: What areas do you think are most
pressing for Muslims to be involved in
today, and why?

TR: We are reaching the “contribu-
. tion phase,” especially in the U.S. and
Canada and some European countries.

a sense of belonging.
However, they should
be very careful not to
get lost in the common
society.”

| MUSLIMS AND CULTURE

This is where it is important to start from. Our spirituality
philosophy of life. Everything for us has a meaning and an
tive. It's important for our contribution to show how: nit
is a spiritual way. It is based on ethics and values and res
human beings, men and women. Secondly, we should b
more involved with education. That is, be more involve
public school system as teachers, students and parents: THe
area Muslims should be more involved in is civil righ
the civil rights and civil justice, and not only for Muslims; butie
all people—Dblack and white, men and women. We have
for our rights and the rights of the poor and the marginali
we have to act against racism.:
area is the environment. Musli
present enough in respecting i
environment, global warming. #
lims should be more involved:
enfertainment. Muslims should B
more creative. And finally, MusHis
need to be much more involvedift
issues. Muslim women in §0€i
within the family, in the URiV
the job market are doing mue
men and are the driving force &
potential positive reform n fh?
IH: How do you _feel at'?oufl”
being more involved in entertalt
in pop culture, especially i1 l'flf' o
many Muslims think are forbid
as music, acting, comedy @l
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need to apply Islamic ethics in that field. We need to
t Muslims involved in this dimension: culture, music,
a very deep creativity and profound sense of respon-
rd arts that should be married with elevation, not with
and not with only emotions. It should be spiritual and
Oit can have very nice songs that are completely Islamic
necessarity] mention Islam. It should just reflect the
values that we cherish. You can write anything on any
to life. It is going to be Islamic by the substance and
name,
V- Muslims think that if they get too integrated into West-
that they may lose their Muslim identities. What kind of
_ _In'dyou give them?
sdWould tell them to stop talking about integrating. They
at home and have a sense of belonging. However, they
EVery careful not to get lost in the common society. They
In with a vision. This is why we are told you have to
. “' e l‘)ack tf) the Quran, the hadiths, and the Prophet’s life
g alayhi wa sallam). There has to be a daily practice of
U1, especially when you are involved in these activities
10 are your companions? Who are the people that are
You? Are you surrounded by people who have no ethics,
i Then you are going to be lost. You have to choose your
d sisters in humanity. And not just Muslims. It also
I non- Muslims as well.
Pared to the years past, have you seen Muslims transition-
UMainstream society or do you see them shrinking away?
Wk there are many trends and some are contradictory
Ehave o1 groups who never open up. They maintain

We
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their isolation; unwilling to deal with the society. And at the end of
the day, they are not obliged. Now, you have other trends of groups
who are completely open. They are so open that you cannot see the
center of gravity of their world. Finally, there are some who were so
open and then came back. So, I don't think we have one mainstream
trend we can explain. But still, after 9/11, we saw so many Muslims
being much more involved to show that Islam is not violent and
not radical. And the figures are worrying. Directly after 9/11, 60
to 70 percent of Americans thought that these attacks were done
by a minority of Muslims who are not representative of Islam. But
today, 10 years later, almost 70 percent of Americans havea problem
with Islam. And they think that Islam is a problem. We have been
open and explaining and yet the perception is exactly the opposite.
Why is the negative perception of Muslims growing while we are
being so open? Does that mean we have to isolate ourselves? No,
we have to keep carrying on. It’s going to be a very long struggle.

IH: What role do you think Muslim NPO’, Islamic schools, and
mosques play in getting their communities more involved?

TR: I think that the leaders should come with a better understand-
ing. A leader should know two things. One: they need to have a very
deep understanding of the Islamic tradition; and two, a very deep
understanding of American history and American narrative. You
need both. That is why African Americans and Native Americans
should be involved in our discussions and not just second-class
citizens or Muslims in our communities. Also, women should be
much more involved in leadership. We also need to institutional-
ize our presence. We need institutions that train imams, students,
and scholars and intellectuals. There is no power if you don't get
the knowledge of the law and of the language and concepts of the
country. All of this should be taught. It's a multilateral strategy with
a vision. We need to get a sense of our priorities. It’s clear that one
of our priorities is to sit down to try and get our priorities right.
Instead, we are always just acting and always under pressure. And
under pressure, we don't think. We just react. And this is where we
are weak. And the people are keeping us busy with this weakness.
And we can't just get a sense of what we have to do.

IH: Finally, is there anything else you would like to add regarding
this topic or about integration in general?

TR: Muslims today, Muslim Americans, should be involved in
many dimensions. They should be involved in the spiritual trends,
interfaith dialogue, politics, and get it right as well. Domestic issues
should be tackled beyond just the Muslim presence. We should be
speaking about social justice, healthcare for all. And the second
dimension is not to forget that you have something to give to this
country. You should say to the U.S. that it can’t just be democracy
at home and support for dictatorships outside. Abroad you have
to be consistent. So we are not choosing to be Americans to help
only Americans and forget about the Africans, the Palestinians,
and the oppressed people around the world. We are here to stand
by our principles. And our principles are that what we want for
ourselves, we also want for the others. Finally, again I repeat, we
should be intellectually, financially, and spiritually independent.
And most importantly, Muslims need to be courageous. Because
if there is one dimension or one feature that we have to stress and
highlight when it comes to the Prophet and to the Companions
is that the Prophet was really courageous. And this is why he was
able to change the world. And if we want to do something for the
U.S., it is to change it for the better. m
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Weaving Behind a Legacy
D.C.’s Textile Museum offers a

glimpse into Muslim contributions
to textiles.

BY ZAHRA CHEEMA

ILKS, VELVETS, COLORS, SHAPES
and designs come together to form
unique pieces showcased at the
world-renowned Textile Museum
in Washington, D.C. Boasting a collection
of over 18,000 textiles dating from 3000 BC
to the present, the museum specializes in
exhibiting, studying and conserving textiles
from across Asia, areas of Africa and from
the indigenous cultures of the Americas.
This includes a large collection of Islamic
textiles composed of garments, rugs and
tapestries made in past and present Islamic
societies.
George Hewitt Myers, an avid textile

collector, recognized the artistic value of
the world’s textiles when he founded the
museum in 1925. According to Sumru
Krody, the museun’s senior curator of East-
ern Hemisphere Collections and expert on
Islamic textiles, textiles tell the stories of the
people who created them.

“Textiles are material expressions of
people’s needs, desires, beliefs, creativity
and traditions,” Krody says. “Thinking about
the many roles that textiles play may lead
us to broader understandings of lifestyles,
traditions, economies and environments
of the peoples around the world and across
time who make and use textiles”

Hanging or cover, Afghanistan, 20th century. TM 1995.2.1. Gift of James W, Lankton.
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THE EXHIBIT: RECY .
PRECIOUS TEXTILEg &
Several pieces from the Muse
collection are currently o dis
Jan. 8, 2012 as part of the "HEQQII;!d
Age-Old Art of Recycli Texil

“[The exhibit] discusses the
of textiles, which is an age-old
especially in cultures where ma
takes lots of time and effort ar;"
Krody says. “Textiles are valued
and they are never thrown ay
recycled into other objects?

Pictured hereisa 16}- century
from Uzbekistan that was réév :
robe. Ikat refers to the unique 1.
rating fabric in which the pattes
onto the thread before it is Woven,

Recycled textiles can carry infy
histories with them, like the

cately embroidered tent panels pie

here. Originating in 16th cent
the panels made their way to the @
Empire, most likely in the form a
the empire’s sultan at the time, 1
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ater, the panels found their way to
[and were incorporated into a noble
5 sled blanket.
errecycled textiles display a collage of
brics, such as alarge 20th-century
orlchanging from Afghanistan (pic-
Ere). Printed cottons from Russia, silk
id locally-produced striped fabrics

litthed together to form a new piece.

i Uzbekistan, second half of the 19th century. TM 2005.36.39. The Megalli Collection.

ROOTS OF THE COLLECTION
Though Myer’s collection makes up the
museurn’s core collection, many acquisitions
after his death in 1957 have come through
generous donations, according to Krody.

“There comes a certain time in [people’s)
lives that they want to see the collection or
the piece protected by a museum or shared
with the public,” she says.

S, Iran, Safavid, 16th century. TM 3.3]5. Acquired by George Hewitt Myers in 1952.
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THE TEXTILE MUSEUM

LOCATION
2320 S Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20008

MUSEUM HOURS

Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.nm;

Sun. I to 5 pm.

Closed Mondays and federal
holidays

ADMISSION

Suggested donation for
non-members: $8

HIGHLIGHTS TOURS are offered
every Saturday and Sunday at 1:30
p-m. No reservations are required.

Katy Clune, the museum’s communica-
tions and marketing manager, says that she
frequently receives email messages from
people around the world who own textiles
and want to donate them.

“Its amazing,” Clune says. “Almost every
day there [are] people writing us, asking
questions: ‘What is this textile I have?’ or
‘Would you like my grandmother’s quilt?”

If the piece does not fit the scope of the
museum’s collection, then Clune makes
referrals to other museums that may be
interested in their pieces. Contemporary
American and most European textiles fall
outside the scope of the museum’s collection.

“Myers believed that European and
contemporary American textiles were all
derivative of the examples that were made
before, around the world,” Clune says. “So
his thinking was, why look at a Victorian
shawl when you can look at the original
source from Persia.”

With a growing collection, Clune is
looking forward to the increased space the
collection will have when it joins George
Washington University to become part of
a new museum scheduled to open in mid-
2014. In addition to the new museum, the
university will construct a conservation and
resource center for the study and care of The
Textile Museum’s collection, along with the
university’s collection. m

For more information about the museum
visit www.textilemuseum.com. If you have
questions on your textiles or have textiles that
you are interested in donating to the museum,
send an e-mail to info@textilemuseum.org.

Zahra Cheema, a freelance writer, resides in Maryland.
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MUSLIMS AND CULTUR

A God-given Gift

Hilal Kazan, a contemporary female

master of the pen, combines classical

learning with modern education.

BY VALERIE BEHIERY

Hilal Kazan with P.rime Mirlwister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his wife at the calligraphy exhibit which
was a part of the international symposium on women calligraphers held in Istanbul in June 2010,

ILAL KAZAN LIVES IN KARTAL,
a busy suburb of Istanbul over-
looking the Marmara Sea but
grew up in Istanbul, Ona class
trip with her school to the Suleymaniye
Mosque, the young Kazan looked up at the
ceiling of its majestic dome. Smitten by what
she saw, the teenager was of course unaware of
how this upward glance presaged the course
of her life. It was not the architectural prowess
of the dome that impressed her but the beauty
of the cursive calligraphy adorning it. Kazan
was in effect captivated by the monumental
radiating gold letters measuring up to 68
centimeters each.
“How did the craftsmen manage to write
the inscription?” the inquisitive student asked.
The teacher was undoubtedly aware, as
are all Istanbulites, that the second largest
mosque in Istanbul had been built in the 16th
century by the master architect Sinan for the
sultan at the time, Suleiman the Magnificent.
However, he did not seem to know that the
inscriptions had been designed by famous
Ottoman calligrapher Ahmed Karahisari and
his student Hasan Gelebi, or how these had

been executed. He told Kazan that a court
calligrapher had managed to pen the Quranic
verse so beautifully by dipping alarge pen into
an even larger bowl of ink and writing the
text freehand with utmost spontaneity. The
answer, although erroneous, only further left
the young girl awestruck. The image allowed
the future master calligrapher’s imagination
to take flight and triggered a lifelong interest
in the art of khatt, or calligraphy.

Hilal Kazan, having
trained in both
modern academic
and traditional
apprenticeship
systems of
education, is unique
in the world.

Kazan finished hig
on to obtain a hacheh:
language and literatiire from.
sity of Istanbul. Recogniziy he
write a comely Ottom‘an haf&,
family, and professors —Patticyl
Alparslan-—enmuragcd her tOCuJ_ag_
addition to her university 5

h schoal
s daoy

: tudj
calligraphy. They also foungd I(zs'

teacher: Musharraf Celebi, fhe
daughtcrc‘:f\t'cll-knm\ 1 '\‘.'llfig.ra
Kutsi Efendi. Having stud §
calligrapher Mustafa Halim Ozyay,
went on to become a specialist and
the naskh script in her own right,
Seasoned and wel] respected.
Kazan the encouragement she so
was not only Celebi’s mastery:df K
pleasant manner that inspired the
of students that flocked to her da
the example of how she lived herlj
first mentor was known for beinga:

woman. When her first child died while
 Whl

a month old, Celebi was inspired
the entire Quran to memory to o
unbearable sadness. Within three
became, by sleeping little and prayi
a hafiza, receiving her diploma at
maniye Mosque, the same mosqu

so impressed Kazan as a young gitl.

Celebi, who actively read and i
holy text in addition to her practice
raphy, opened up the young wainian’

It was not only about fashioning
well-proportioned and regular lette
about cultivating the necessary pe

resist the attractive but daunting cha
the art knows, mastering the self regs
much ardor as mastering the pen.

Armed with this knowledge and Wit

ing the failing health of Mushar
Kazan presented herself to Hasan
spring 1994. In order to understanciie
age she had to muster up for such a.."
one needs to know that Hasan Geleb
nationally celebrated Turkish caﬂi_
and a master and teacher of many

Celebi garnered attention laeyen'd_:-' .
throughout the whole of the Muslini ¥

in 1983 with his successful re_storﬁh_
the calligraphic inscriptions at the '
Mosque in Medina. More than 20 yed
his reputation had become internatl
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ied with &

| Kazan, 2010, Opening

ran (al- Fatiha and

Hilal Kazan, 2010, Last verses
m (68:51-52),28 X 32 cm.

gottom |

haHusAE45 X 60 cm.

pottom
|.Falaqg ande

Hilal Kazan, 2010; Asma’

er: Hilal Kazan, 2010, Surah
rah al-Nas, 28 X 35 cm.

gottom @!\t Hilal Kazan, 2011, The
mes of Mohammed [Asma’ Muhammad),

i ¥ 60 CIE

.

Museum devoted an entire exhibition
in2005. “Making of the Master: The Art
ic Calligraphy,” as the title indicates,
n the transmission of calligraphic
wledge and therefore works by his stu-
i;icludhqg one by Kazan and one by
Nayef of Jordan formed part of the
ebi is however best known here in
ierica as the teacher of Moham-
kariya, the American Muslim calligra-
ehind the beautiful Eid stamp of 2001.
gl Kazan's two instructors carry the same
¢, the two Celebis are unrelated.)
1is day, Kazan considers having been
jied as one of Celebis students a real
I Known for being a rigorous and effec-
teacher, her training with him, as with
dents, meant starting the learning
ver again from square one. Often
the phrase of encouragement “You
done well,” the many corrections in red

IEStify to the golden patience necessary

ering the Islamic art of khatt. Celebi
tohis students that they must practice
$aday, but he also tells them that “the
fuirement is to love the art” and that
Ve comes before skill.”
000, after six years of study, Kazan
adiploma in the thuluth and naskh
Sheis one of only three out of approxi-
300 female students to have obtained
Hafrom the modern Turkish master.
Ining work that earned her profes-
Seitification displays the 99 names of
The diploma not only constitutes an
1on of a calligrapher’s worth and
OFSkill but also allows calligraphers to
- IFwork and take on students of their
* S continuing a tradition now dating

A815

back over a thousand years. In this particular
case, it also places Kazan into a long lineage
of illustrious calligraphers.

Hasan Celebi was Kazan’s mentor in more
ways than one. It was he who encouraged her
to pursue graduate studies in a related field,
and Kazan effectively finished her Ph.D thesis
on Ottoman court patronage in 2007. That she
has been trained in both modern academic
and traditional apprenticeship systems of
education makes her, as David Simonowitz
observes in the only scholarly English article
devoted to Kazan, unique in the world. Since
graduating from the University of Marmara,

Top: Hilal Kazan (right) with Mr. Kadir Topbash,
the Mayor of Istanbul. Bottom: Hilal Kazan
presenting her book to the Prince of Medina.

e HORIZONS NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011

the calligrapher continues to practice her artas
well as pursue her research, author works, and
present papers at international conferences.
In June 2010, she organized an international
symposium on women calligraphers in Istan-
bul. The pioneering event included work-
shops, a ceremony for 26 new female master
calligraphers, as well as an exhibit of the work
of 45 women calligraphers from Turkey, Iran,
Spain, England, Syria and the U.A.E.

Kazan also wrote the accompanying book
“Female Calligraphers Past and Present” pub-
lished by the Istanbul Culture Foundation.
The bilingual Turkish and English illustrated
publication forms a modern version of a bib-
liographical dictionary, compiling a history
of female calligraphers. While some women
named in Islamic historical sources are miss-
ing, the book fills an important gap in schol-
arship on both historical and contemporary
Muslim women calligraphers.

The most moving historical female callig-
rapher is, however, no doubt Bi-dest. Bornin

12th century Egypt without hands, she created
instead calligraphic masterpieces with her
foot. After her celebrated skills were ascer-
tained by the vizier, she was offered a position
which both granted her public honor and
ensured her financial independence.

Asawoman, Kazan, who considers her skill
a gift from God, is also a part of this original
and talented female lineage. We can only look
forward to seeing more of her art as well as
that of other contemporary female masters
of the pen, all of whom constitute vital links
in this open-ended chain of transmission. ®

Valerie Behiery, a Ph.D. in art history, lectures and writes
on Istam-related arts, both historical and contemporary.
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A Simple Wish

The MAIA Project focuses on bringing clean
drinking water to Gaza's children.

BY TASBEEH HERWEES

HEN REPRESENTATIVES OF

the Middle Eastern Chil-

dren’s Alliance (MECA)

visited a boy’s refugee
school in Gaza in 2009, they asked children
what they wanted most for their school. The
boys organized a vote.

1 AROUND THE WORLD

“We were thinking they’ll want comput-
ers or they’ll want soccer balls,” says Deborah
Agare, MECASs development director. “They
said, we want to come to school and have a
clean glass of water to drink.”

That’s where the Maia Project comes in.
MECA, based in Berkeley, Calif., decided

to dedicate their ney; Proje
clean water to Gaza, [_aunchit
ber 2009, they called it “Majah
word for water, "

. “The way MECA Operateg §
directly responds to the needs gf.&; :
says Leena Al-Arian, MECAy p e
communications directoy, “TF
and try to implement whate
have in mind”

A clean glass of water seemyg likeag
thing to deliver, but, in Gaza, 3 wa. )
has made it a precious resource, & 5
aquifer suffers from poor infragt
allowing sewage to seep into thee
supply. The aquifer has also hegp
to over-extraction over the years—

ver py

s

A group of kindergarteners in Rafah, Gaza gather around the newly installed water purification
and desalination unit purchased with funds from the Madison-Rafah Sister-City Project.

. er %
b N e
) An elementary school student in Khan

ais Refugee Camp, Gaza drinks clean water
school. (right) A kindergartener in Rafah,

ing in water that’s as salty as seay
Sahar El Abbadi, a MECA voiun
environmental engineering gradiaf
University of California, Berkeley,.:

[ T
)

ESARE ‘
st Childrens’ Alliance (MECA) USA, in

i itiative of the Middle Ea nce
A nmau;:r?nership wits sdeeda association. Gaza.
A Gt rom The Madison-alan Sister Uiy Project in memory of Ken Coffeen
- . "

s g1 31 J! I et 4 8330
iy 535 3 Ty 3 et
fluyerAlzjenalm Al-Nasse
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“The water in the Gaza coastal
is brackish water and it also hag reé.ﬁ
levels of nitrate, which is really pois
El Abbadi says. “It could be fatal to

njoying a glass of clean drinking water.

in Gaza as well, says El Abbadi. One
unit costs $11,500, and a smaller
costs $4,000. MECA’ fundraising is
ssroots, so they rely on the efforts of
teers and organizers of “Maia circles”
" “These circles develop in any city where
beroup of people decide that they want to
uild a water unit, or want to increase
ness of water rights in Palestine or
apartheid and what Israel is doing to
t Palestinians from a basic human
Al-Arian, whose job is to manage

A clean glass of
water seems like

a simple thing to
deliver, but, in Gaza,
a water crisis has

made it a precious

circles nationwide, says.

PHOTO CREDIT MECA

'S
o]

undraising, however, is a task made
fibre difficult for an organization that
ly bills itself as pro-Palestinian, says
who has worked with MECA for eight
When people think Palestine, she says,
3 litomatically think “terrorism?”
* Lthink in the Arab American com-
Minity, people are, since 9/11, nervous of
S money or getting involved in this issue
SSllise people have been targeted and orga-
011s have been targeted,” Agare says.
Aisno exception. About four years
ording to Agare, the IRS began an
of the charity.
‘€ talked to a lawyer who specialized
“=Nonprofit section of the IRS. Now his
alty is what he calls ‘politically-moti-
dudits)” Agare says. “He took one look
Perwork we got from the IRS and
A this is clearly politically-motivated.”
. ccently, a Palestinian art exhibit
o he displayed at Oakland’s MOCHA

resource.

In 2009, Amnesty International fous
that 90 percent of the water samp
from Gaza were significantly high ini
which, if consumed in large doses by
children, could result ina IJlond-r-el,alGé
order called methemoglobinemia, [¢38
to a high amount of hemoglobin to
in the blood. The environmental d a
according to the United Nations, could”
centuries to reverse.” Maia hasn't been &8
do that just yet, but it has given Palesties
children one thing they’re after: cleafi&s

“We add these desalination units ¥
are relatively small-scale as far as desallt
goes, to elementary schools,” ELAD

The desalination units are made
by alocal company that acquires 85p
of the materials used to make thert

e 20!
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Children’s Museum this past Sep-
tember was scrapped by the board
of directors under pressure from
pro-Israeli groups who deemed
the artwork “propaganda.” The
MECA-sponsored exhibit, “A
Child’s View From Gaza,” featured
art pieces by Gazan children that
depicted what daily life is like in
the Occupied Territories.
“MOCHA’ Board President Hilmon
Sorey [cited] community concerns about
the ‘violent’ nature of the images,” read a
MECA press release. “However, the images
depicted in the art exhibit drawn by Palestin-
ian children in fact decry the use of violence
against a defenseless civilian population.”
In an open letter posted on MOCHA’s
website, Sorey says, “It is important to note
this was not a judgment of the art itself or

related to any political opinions. The board
determined that MOCHA simply did not
have the space or staffing to accommodate
the exhibit in a way that both respected the
gravity of the material and our mission to
serve all children?”

Sorey went on to say that MOCHA was
reacting to “concerns raised by parents,
caregivers and educators who did not wish
for their children to encounter graphically
violent and sensitive works during their use
of our facility”

Agare says that despite the obstacles that
come with working with a pro-Palestinian
charity, the work is very gratifying.

“I feel really committed to this work
because people will say, ‘Well there’s bad
things happening to children all over the
world,” Agare says. “Well, Israel is the
No. 1 recipient of aid and I feel like, if my
government’s putting my tax money to hurt
these children, I wanna do something to
help them” m

Tasbeeh Herwees is a Libyan American journalist living in

Seeking an Imam

Islamic Society of Triplex, Beaumont,
Texas is looking for an Imam.
The Imam should be fluent in English and be able to

communicate with our youth. We will offer a great
package including handsome salary with housing

and health insurance.

Please contact Dr. Shahid Rafiq
at Srafig68@hotmail.com
or call him at (409) 659-0897

Southern California,

|
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The Palestinian

Composure
Dignity in the Occupied Territories

BY SAMI KISHAWI

Many homes in Gaza such asithishave not been
repuired due toithe scarcity of building materials.

UR DRIVER SLOWED HIS CAR

and pointed at what appeared

to be a set of walls made

entirely of rusted metal scraps,
thick mismatched curtains and very little
concrete.

“This house belongs to the Abed Rabbo
family” our driver announced. “At one point,
thisland was used to grow vegetables and to
build homes, but that’s all in the past. They
were among the first families to experience
the full impact of Israel’s invasion. They lost
it all, but they still make do”

[ already knew the background of
the story but seeing it in person was an
entirely different experience. The Gaza
Strip — pounded at every hour for 22 days
by American-manufactured, Israeli-piloted
F-16s, isolated from its neighbors far and
wide by a naval blockade, illuminated by
bright orange blasts, surrounded by plugged
checkpoints — sounds like a menacing place
where none but the most substandard of
humans live. There is no reason to thrive. The
mainstream media frames the Gaza Strip as

a sinkhole where people are accustomed to
inhumanity and are consequently backwards
and aggressive. No image has ever been so
distorted.

The driver stopped the vehicle when a
man, maybe in his late twenties, emerged
from the curtain walls, waving us down.
He spotted my bulky camera, assumed I
was reporting on northern Gaza’s current
condition, and asked if [ was willing to hear
his story.

Closing the car door behind me, the
young man led me toward the makeshift
home and introduced me to his family.
Besides the washroom, there were no other

ISLAMIC HORIZONS NOVEMBER/DEC

rooms — just one large g
chairs, a small table, and v,
items. Sitting around a taboun, 4+
oven for bread~making‘ Were' i
women. The man’s mother L
dough onto the oventop anda o4
me inside.

Realizing the driver ang 4CComp:
passengers WEre waiting for me, th 3
man quickly led me back to the froni 3
home and gave me a brief but stark :
of the reality of war, dating back tg
sion of Gaza, which had taken plaé
three years ago.

Twenty-two days of bombardmen
than 1,300 dead; more than 35,000 woung
according to Amnesty [nternational,

He watched Israeli tanks ravage his

Pace Wlth L
arious

W

v

Iderly exefnprrfy the faith of the people, and the youth exemplify the hope. The elderly embody strength of faith and the youth reflect hope and resolve.

ily’s trees. He saw the glowing tails of g
and tracer bullets, heard the thunds
noises that succeeded them, and felg |
impact of the blasts as his home fell fa:
ground. Without vegetables to sell, helg
family’s main source of income, Three
later, the vegetables still haven't grown

And as I later learned, all his family b
was dough for bread.

He left me standing underneath the.
Gazan sun, enraged by his struggle_s';
pitying his family’s seemingly abject s
of living.

I returned to the vehicle but noth" I
hearing him call for my attention. The
was, running behind me with hane
his mother’s fresh bread — quite p
the only thing left for him to put on ki
family’s table.

“Here, take this,” and he doled out
after loaf.

This is a man who watched his.ﬁ
desaturate in the cold shade of humani
ian abuses. Three years ago, he wentiK
makingaliving to finding a living ina §patt
three tense weeks. He had no undergtott
shelter to escape to, no Iron Domed fen:
system to engage, no guarantee that hed|
compensated for any damages.

This is a man, who lost everyt!
everything except his dignity. Owning’
ing and offering everything, the man
made room for us to stay.

Ive heard stories of Palestiniall -‘
and victims of the assault on Gazd
only water they could afford t0 the
pants of the Viva Palestine convoys
the opportunity to visit the s.cen
immediately after the invasion- g
encing firsthand this same genei

flingness to overcome revealed a highly
eﬁeporled, underrated, and underap-
seiated detail of the Palestinian identity.
it is entirely reasonable to assert that
| understanding of the Palestinian
alls under the assumption that they
deed the ones who suffer because they
hoose to do so, that they refuse to stand
iilll as an excuse to elicit international pity,
it they play the victim card far too often.
For clarification’s sake, there is only one
gietim of any occupation: the occupied. This
ise of “understanding” is wrong.
Then there are those who give credit
e credit is due — the ones who recog-
ize the endurance of the Palestinian people
gardless of whether or not they condemn
olence that regularly befalls a people
sed behind walls, gates, and wires. Still,
flls is wrong,

* Reality has shown me that the people of

ercome, and since traveling to Gaza
Mg summer of 2011, this has ultimately
“0Ie my catchphrase.

S0onbecame evident that the man from
dRabbo family is a prime example of
alestinian composure. It can be found
Where.

I-.' aKhan Younis refugee camp, I smiled
S Sight of six stalks of corn growing in
enclosure behind a resident’s home.
rfamily nearby grew apples and when

fgr a few short minutes, the sweet
Of freshly-cut apples prepared for
B~ tlingered like the taste of royalty so
S52bly absen in this impoverished camp.
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Just a few short miles away, on the other
side of Gaza, [ sat in a coffee shop with three
locals and asked for their opinions on the
Flotilla expected to come ashore. They were
more concerned with the Flotilla as a pro-
gressive movement to nonviolently chal-
lenge Israel’s siege rather than as a convoy
delivering humanitarian aid.

Even though Gazans still require the
construction material banned by Israel
to physically rebuild the territory’s infra-
structure, the population never set its sights
on the Flotilla as a potential bearer of the
ever-so-necessary material. Iron rods, they
told me, would be shaped from damaged
metal scraps. Cement would be manufac-
tured from the rubble of homes that once
stood. Essentially, if anything was missing or
hard to come by, the people of Gaza found a
way to make it appear. The Flotilla was thus
viewed not as a materialist endeavor but of a
bold statement of solidarity, and that made
complete sense to me.

It is their humble dignity that keeps the
Palestinian people composed and standing
tall. Even when it becomes so easy — maybe
even necessary — to capitalize on the well-
intentioned generosity of others, the idea

he
» :.. -
-

is entirely frowned upon. This is a land of
giving, not taking.

Nevertheless, the concept of the Pales-
tinian composure should not be limited to
a single definition involving the ability to
give when there is nothing to give from, nor
should it be misunderstood or mistranslated
as a stubborn yet resolute resiliency to be
taken only at face-value.

The people of Gaza are determined to
make ends meet, not just to attain sustenance
but to defy the occupation. After speaking
to the locals in the coffeeshop, I witnessed
with my own eyes the factories powered by
the rubble that once covered Gaza’s streets. I
encountered fishermen who defiantly faced
Israeli Navy gunships as they reeled in their
catches for the day. I met with homegrown sol-
idarity activists who raised funds for starving
people elsewhere. I found myself embedded
within a self-sufficient society resisting the
occupation with its ingenuity and generosity.

‘Though we only witness the impover-
ished aspects of life in Gaza, the trials, the
scarcity of goods, the looming threat of
destruction, we cannot stop simply at feeling
pity. We must look deeper to see the brave,
dignified composure of a people determined
to work, study, contribute, and grow. We
must see a people determined to live.

Such determination thrives in families
like the Abed Rabbos. If only every story
like theirs, thousands of which exist, could
be told. m

SamiKishawiis an undergraduate student at the University
of Chicago where he aspires to become a humanitarian
physician stationed in Palestine. He maintains a blog,
Sixteen Minutes to Palestine, at smpalestine.com
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Fighting the Famine

Muslim American organizations reach out to
Somalia’s drought victims.

BY ZEEBA ANARWALA

HE SCENES ARE HORRENDOUS AND HEARTBREAKING: A SEVERELY MAL-

nourished 13-year-old boy writhing in pain; a mother without the energy to

even weep over the loss ofher children; animal carcasses lying on parched earth.

The ongoing drought and famine in the Horn of Africa have affected approxi-
mately 9 million people, according to Islamic Relief. Experts have called the crisis—which
affects Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia—the worst in the area in 60 years.

Three Islamic aid groups that have helped
in the crisis are Islamic Relief, Zakat Founda-
tion and the Islamic Medical Association of
North America.

“I met one mother who lost a child every
day that week. Imagine losing one child.
Now imagine three—one each night,” says

Dr. Ismail Mehr, vice president and chair of
IMANAS relief section.

Mehr accompanied Islamic Relief’s vice
president of programs, Adnan Ansari, to
Africa for a close-up of the situation on
the ground.

“My task was to assess the situation
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and determine a plan of action on how [l]'
IMANA could assist in providing much:
needed health care. I visited Dadaab, Kenya
and then went by myself to Mogadishus?
Mehr says.
Many of the famine victims have fled
to Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya,
world’s largest refugee camp cven before th

Due to U.S.
sanctions, relief
organizations are
not transferring
any direct funds
but rather will be
purchasing supplies
and transporting
them to Mogadisht-

R '2_65,"1

¢
disaster. Refugees at the camp are in need of
fo'd,' water and medicine. Malnourishment
and cholera are rampant.

|t the medical community does not
respond to the health care crisis, cholera

imay kil off entire generations, Mehr says.

Several Islamic charities bolstered their
collection and aid efforts and thankfully
received extra help in the form of donations

‘this Ramadan.

IMANAS first team of five physicians

qarrived in Mogadishu on Sept. 10.

~“Our plan is to establish field hospitals in
| ﬁltiple [DP [internally displaced persons]
camps while also focusing on strengthening
the local health care system,” Mehr says of
what they plan to be a one-year project.

_i-lThanks to a Ramadan boost, IMANA
collected $65,000 in donations in about a
month.

“There are many needs and the list is
Qg, but the priority (in no order) is food/
Fer, sanitation and health care,” Mehr
R “The first need is being focused upon
2 Many agencies are mobilizing. Unfortu-

alely, many focus on the food and water and
TECt the innocent who have succumbed to
S Conditions and are dying day by day”
.u_ urged people to donate and phy-
$H0S {0 volunteer. In fact, he traveled to
410 make sure volunteers wouldn't
Y security issues. He isn't worried
Hsecurity being a problem and added
‘etherous logistical help from Islamic
_Ef"'_"ﬂl help keep things running smoothly,
Wever, Somalia is under sanctions
G b:hf U.S.. thus restricting how funds
PEtransforred,

“We take this very seriously. We
are not transferring any direct funds
but rather will be purchasing supplies
and transporting them to Mogadishu,”
Mehr says.

Illinois-based charity Zakat Foun-
dation has taken a long-term approach
to the problems in Somalia.

“What we pride ourselves on is estab-
lishing a connection with the communi-
ties we serve. We've been in the region
year-round, and our focus is making a
deep impact outside of emergency relief
campaigns,” says Feras Abdelrahman,
communications coordinator at Zakat
Foundation. “That mode] of work has
paid dividends as we've been able to
operate in countries that are not so keen
on foreign agencies”

The organization has worked in east
Africa since 2006, aiding in refugee
camps as well as setting up sustainable
development projects.

Recently, Zakat Foundation has
purchased 1,000 cattle to distribute
Udhiya in the region.

Although, so much progress is being
made, Abdelrahman emphasizes this is an
ongoing effort, with no end in sight. Regular
donations are important because this is a
long-term problem.

“It would be dishonest to tell you that
people’s lives are improving drastically”
Abdelrahman says. “People find hope in
survival, and our work as well as our part-
ners and colleagues’ work have planted the
seed of hope”

Additionally, Zakat Foundation recently
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mobilized to help refugees flecing Libya by
establishing a camp in neighboring Tuni-
sia and collecting blankets, clothes, toys,
wheelchairs and other goods. The group
also provided food and medical supplies
by sea to blocked-off cities.

Both Mehr and Abdelrahman agreed
to stay hopeful and pray amid the reality.

“Tt is expected that this year’s rainy season
will once again not yield any rains, only
worsening the famine,” Mehr says. “I think
we often forget the most important thing
which is dua. They need our heartfelt prayers
first and foremost”

Abdelrahman warned of the human
tendency to forget about the issue once the
hoopla dies down.

“We need to keep this discourse alive,
Abdelrahman says. “Too often in this coun-
try we galvanize around an issue for a month

or two and then forget about it. The Somali
crisis will not end when the conversations
end. There will still be refugees. There will
still be hunger. There will still be a crisis” ®

For more injbrnmtiml, or to donate, visit
these websites:
wwiw.irusa.org/emergencies/cast-africa-crisis/
Iittp://wivw.imana.org/
http://www.zakat.org/

Zeeba Anarwala is a freelance journalist based in North
Carolina
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Forging a New
Democracy

National Transition Council member
AbdulRaheem El-Keib’s take on a new Libya.

BY SUMIAH M. ADUIB

F YOU WATCHED THE LIBYAN REVO-
lution from your TV, you would think
the country was liberated from a
43-year brutal regime by teens and old
men in slippers, makeshift armored trucks
and randomly devised military tactics.

And in some ways, that’s true.

But what cannot be seen through the
television and computer screen is the sheer
determination that National Transi-
tion Council (NTC) member Abdul-
Raheem El-Keib says was literally the
fuel that kept the revolution going for
six steady months.

“I was here in Libya in January
and at that time there were rumors
of a revolution, a Facebook-rooted
revolution, but it seemed like that was
already being put down by Gaddafi,”
Keib says as he makes his way to yet
another day of NTC meetings in the
Libyan capital, Tripoli.

El-Keib, a Libyan national, lived &
abroad in the U.S. as well as the United Arab
Emirates where he worked as a professor
for the Petroleum Institute. However, when
the revolution began, he along with count-
less other academics, doctors, businessmen,

housewives and even students, dropped
everything and returned back to their coun-
try to aid in the liberation of its people.

“I never thought it would happen,” El-
Keib says. “I thought the people were scared
and the regime was too brutal”

El-Keib serves as a member of the tran-
sitional government that declared itself as
the “only legitimate body representing the
Libyan people” on March 5, 2011. It’s initial
base was Benghazi, the eastern city where
the revolution first began on Feb. 15 and,
just as late as early Sept., was moved to the
de jure capital, Tripoli.

So far, 85 countries have recognized the
NTC to be the legitimate governing author-

ity until an interim government is in place,
France was the first country to recognize
the NTC, merely five days after its creation.
It started with 33 members, with represen-
tatives from each area of the country, but
has since ballooned significantly with no
official number.

“I am one of 11 members representing
Tripoli,” El-Keib says. He explains that there

.,:’o po '..){‘g"l _-::'%?- Ve -

is no official roster; many members are anon-
ymous due to security concerns for family
members living in Gaddafi-controlled areas.

Interestingly enough, NTC Chairman,
Mustafa Abdul Jalil has stated that none
of the NTC members will be involved in
the democratically elected interim govern-
ment. He has also assured the Libyan people
that any individual who served the Gad-
dafi regime in any formal capacity must
stand trial and answer for their service. He
included himself in this statement as he
had previously held an official government
post for four years prior to the revolution.
Statements like these allow Abdul Jalil to
stand out in a new era of leadership that
has not graced Libyan soil for nearly three
generations.

“You walk in the streets and you sense the
change and the freedom and the hope people
have for what the future holds,” El-Keib says.

In his first public addp,

Tripoli’'s Martyrs Square (De:j\,?;l Sept,
the Green Square by Gaddaﬁ) 'L::h.’_
said that, “Islam will be the ma)i bdu
legislation in the post-Gaddaf 13;011

El-Keib reiterates this notion g }’a. )
the unshakable faith the revol utia:}’l /
in God tolead them to victory wag ‘:;Iu
them the courage to fight down th a" 8
standing dictatorship in the world i

“T'was skeptical, just like a 1ot Qf.u e
It seemed almost impossible, byy i
youth, they owned the revolution?” Ej.ge
says. “They had enough of the bl'utality-‘ nd
were willing to lay everything on the lmem
this chance at freedom” e fog

As he shares this, he holds back tears.

“I'm sorry, this is a sensitive Slibjt‘&l:iféy
me;” El-Keib says. T

And understandably so. -

As of September 2011, the current health
minister Naji Barakat, reports that at least
30,000 people were killed and 50,000 were
wounded in the six-month war. Bsti-
mates are expected to increase because.
thousands of people remain unac-
counted for. Secret graves of Gaddafi
detainees are still being discovered
around Tripoli and hastily buried dead
are now being exhumed for identifica-
tion. Barakat also has requested that,
citizens report the number of dead,
missing and injured to their logal
mosques in order to get an accurate
figure.

To El-Keib’s disgust and surprise,
4 evidence and documentation being
discovered in government offices around
Tripoli are uncovering an extreme level of
brutality difficult to fathom.

“It’s even worse than what we expected;”
El-Keib says.

He believes the revolution was not only
fueled by the youth as well as the victos
ries in neighboring Egypt and Tunisid, but
says the new future of the country liesif
their realization that, with the fall of ]_3_,9]?'
Al-Aziziyah—Gaddafi’s heavily prﬂ‘lﬁ‘!s_’?d
compound and home—came a new drive
and passion for a hopeful future. h -

“The youth own this revolution: Lam
amazed at their level of dedication,” B]'de
says. “They are serious. They will forgl? .
democratic country. That's it, thereilliS
going back” m

o (o erican
Sumiah M. Aduib, a second-generation Libyan AIE!
journalist, currently lives in Los Angeles.
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aahrain and Yemen.

gy MEHRUNISA QAYYUM
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¥

"l HE ARAB SPRING HAS SEEN
varied success in Tunisia, Egypt
and Libya. Unfortunately, human
rights abuses continue through-
‘it the revolutionary period in Bahrain, Syria
Jind Yemen. One is a small, oil-rich economy;
e other two are not as wealthy. Though
e term “Arab Spring” does not conjure up
‘ikmories of the institutionalized human
fights abuses, the mantra of achieving human
dlgmh ties all six nations together.

Inhis Sept. 12 “New York Times” edito-
Widl, Prince Turki al-Faisal, Saudi Arabia’s
Wrmer director of intelligence services,
(SsEussed his country’s role in Bahrain and
*&men, which contrasts with its role in Syria.
: $astudy in contradictions—a policy based
Uithe Saud; distrust of Iran.

Human right abuses are not limited to
#sical brutality and forced disappearances.
AN rights abuses encompass the freedom
f':l I fear, As such, human rights watchdogs
“feporting outlets offer some checks and
FHlces. Of course, often such watchdogs serve
Olicy outlets of certain powers; thus, Israel
#Ver held accountable for its abusive acts.
N H‘“Trlan rights abuses take all forms of
S cal and societal abuse. For example,

1

nstitutionalized

yyman Rights abuses are exacerbated in Syria,

=

T

Syria has expelled foreign media and watch-
dog groups. Meanwhile, Bahrain’s report-
ing community operates with restricted
freedoms, repressing individuals as well as
institutions that observe the repression of
those individuals.

In fact, human rights abuses have become
institutionalized. The tragedy is not only that
numerous people are unaccounted for by
Syrian, Bahraini, and Yemeni regimes, but
that the called-for reforms of their “institu-
tions” have never materialized. Furthermore,
regimes, like Assad have hired anti-protest
groups, like the “Shabiha,” who were active
in the July attacks of both the American and
French embassies.

More than 3,000 people—the major-
ity of them civilians—have been killed in
112 Syrian towns and cities, according to
Radwan Ziadeh, head of the Washington-
based Damascus Center for Human Rights
Studies in Syria. This estimate includes the
123 victims under the age of 18 and cited in
his contribution to the report for Federation
for Human Rights, which listed violations
ranging from basic freedoms, the torture of
children and collective punishment of com-
munities in military operations. Yet, Syrian

President Bashar al-Assad maintains that his
forces are battling “armed terrorist gangs.”
In Homs, Syrian protesters call for inter-
national protection. The mutilated body of
Dr. Sakher Halak was discovered in a ditch
20 miles from Aleppo. Halak’s family told the
New York Times that he went missing after
returning from a medical conference in the
U.S.in May. Along with Halak, an estimated
3,000 Syrians have been killed since March
15, representing the larger dilemma of human
rights abuses coloring Syria’s last 40 years.
In the Persian Gulf, both rich and poor in
Yemen and Bahrain experience the backlash
of political opposition in the name of national
security. In Yemen, Amnesty International
documents that at least 100 people have been
killed during peaceful demonstrations in
various cities since early February 2011.
The Al-Khalifa family rules Bahrain, a small
kingdom with a literacy rate of 90.8 percent.
King Hamad bin ‘Tssa Al Khalifa presides over
a population of about 800,000 people, largely
Shia. Although Bahrain differs socioeconomi-
cally from Syria and Yemen, abuses occur on
various levels. In 2009, Bahrain established
the National Human Rights Institution in an
effort to create a more responsible regime.
However, in September 2010, the board’s
president resigned in protest when 23 of the
25 accused political opposition activists stood
trial without access to lawyers. According to
an Amnesty International Country Report,
Bahrain's National Security Agency held all
25 activists in communicado where their the
state extracted confessions under duress.

Furthermore, Bahraini citizens freedom
of expression transformed into a risk, rather
than a right, as websites and political news-
letters were shut down or revoked printing
rights. Law enforcement follow the Press
and Publications Law, which prescribes
prison terms for those criticizing the king
or “inciting hatred of the regime.” According
to the Bahrain Press Association, Bahraini
authorities have arrested, interrogated or tor-
tured about 120 media figures and reporters.
Reuters reporter Hamad Igbal, was attacked
by Bahraini security.

The acts of civil disobedience of the
Bahrainis, Yemenis and Syrians have made
strides in the right direction; only time will
tell how much progress these societies have
truly made. =

Mehrunisa Qayyum, an international development con-
sultant, has written for the GAO, Middle East Institute,
Altmuslimah, Goatmilk and Kabobfest. She is the founder
of the political economy blog www.pitapolicy.com.
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Children of

“Koran by Heart” highlights the miracle

| REVIEWS |
the Book

of the Quran through the journeys of

three children.

BY MARWA ABED

ANY MUSLIM CHILDREN
recall spending summers
stuffed away inside the base-
ment of a local mosque as

part of Quran camp their parents put them

in. The rooms, often unaired and smelling
of falafal and Pinesol, always held that one

kid who cried the entire summer ses-

sion. Children in these camps would |
spend summers memorizing the holy

-~

Quran, complaining, wreaking havoc,
and learning all the while.

Such classes are a diluted form of
some of the madrasas around the world,
which teach a rigorous curriculum
promoting memorization of the entire
Quran.

“Koran by Heart” is an HBO docu-
mentary film follows the lives of three
young children—Rifdha, a girl from
the Maldives; Nabiollah, a boy from
Tajikistan; and Djamil, a boy from Sen-
egal—who have dedicated a great deal
of their young lives to memorizing the
Quran. All three children are non-Arabic
speaking, but wow the judges, and the
audience, with their amazing recitation.
Directed by filmmaker Greg Barker, the
film follows the children as they travel
from their home countries to Cairo,
where they participate in the Interna-
tional Holy Quran Competition. There,
they face 110 reciters from 70 countries
who flocked to the capital to compete.

The film, while being a beautifully
touching story of faith, devotion and the
sheer brilliance of children’s capabilities,
also highlights important questions of
gender, extremism and modernity.

Rifdha is one of the few female com-
petitors in the competition. On a broader
scale, in many Quran competitions
around the world, women are discour-
aged or even banned from attending. The
story follows Rifdha’s relationship with
her father. Whereas Rifdha, an extremely

intelligent young girl,
dreams of becoming
an ocean explorer and
studying biology, her
father (who strongly
supports her religious
education) finds her

m—

The documentary
highlights the next
generation of young
Muslims around the
world, and provides

a platform for these
children to tell their own
stories.
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most fitting role to be withiy
housewife. The relariunship bet
and her father—a self-pro |
devotee—sheds light on th
that often occur when culty
with religious teachings,
Moving down the line, we also mp,
contestant Nabiollah, the 10-year-glq r[neﬁE
Tajikistan. The young boys ryra] m‘admn?f
is shut down by the governmen |
fear of extremism. The question

the home:
Clween Rifgp
dlmed relipte i
e Ll'amtrndic:uéﬁ':
1) Pmﬂﬂﬁes’.ﬁ&;

raised, of the connection.
between '

religious schools—ang

cally-mandated tradi
tion of memorizing the
Quran an attempt o

putahalton moder'ni;ﬁ
The film does not answer all questions
regarding religious extremism, but it
does positively shed light on Nabiollah,
an encouraging product of the madrasa
system. Barker’s intention may have been
to allow individuals to display their own
narratives, rather than allowing broati
generalizations about Islamic traditions
and teaching methods to dominate the
discourse.

The film further follows Djamil ashe
travels from Senegal to Egypt. Djamil is
a brilliant young boy, but does not do
well in the competition. He is inspired by
the vastness of Cairo, and returns home,
a local hero, with renewed ambitions.

The movie, not entirely about poli-
tics—or even so much about Islamic
teachings—exposes the world to a
human story of children and faith. The
movie could have easily been about Hin-

made special because it allowed viewers
to break down their misconceptions Qf
Islam and accept the poignant storiesof
these three children. The documentary.
highlights the next generation of young
Muslims around the world, and providt?s
a platform for these children to tell theix
own stories. The film exposes the Cross=
roads between faith and modernitys aﬁ
both the harmony and tension that it
can create. B

e of DePaul Unluersrty_lﬂ-

M Abed i aduat e
gl gL pOIitiCS.EdUBabm

Chicago, embarking on a careerin
and journalism.

£MBER 2018

t due tn-
is subtly-

madrasag—

fundamentalism. Is the
1400-year-old, Islamje

turn back the clock and

duism or Christianity, but the film was =

2y RANIA BARAZI

N 2005, SELF-PROCLAIMED “CON-
flict transformation organization”
Abraham’s Vision established the
] Unity Program for Muslim and Jewish
'jgh school students. Students in the year-
Jong Unity Program develop their Muslim
and Jewish identities while exploring their
\qmilaritics and differences.

“Abraham’s Vision” chronicles the 2010

graduatiun day hosted at the University of
Francisco, where students, faculty, and
iision’s executive co-directors Aaron Hahn
fapper and Huda Abu Arqoub shared their
:gxperiem £S.
. Tapper described Unity for the parents
in his audience. Unity students meet weekly
in Muslim and Jewish spaces. Students enjoy
:guest speakers and field trips, but Unity
hinges upon the “group process” sessions.

“Students are encouraged and have the
space to talk about any idea that they want
1o, and it was in that time that many of the
transformations within and between these
;gtur]cm\ took place,” Tapper explains.

The graduates tried to capture this trans-
formation, expressing the frustration, chagrin

" and empowerment that Unity discussions

Inspired over the year,

“Although many times these discussions
were very heated and I wondered how the
evening would end, it was this exact aspect
that stimulated my own internal growth,” says
Muslim student Maimona Afzal, smiling. “It
empowered me to reflect and further develop
Iy own personal perspective and even chal-
lenge my own thinking”

All the students agreed that they had
become more aware of their power and
Agency— their ability to promote change.

“Ibelieve change begins within oneself;
fﬁfﬂdcm Zahida Mubeen says. “If you do not
11'111} understand yourself, then you will not
l':-e able to comprehend others. Abraham’s
Wision has been a self-transforming experi-
e for me. Our identity has a lot to do with
HI0W we think and what we say.”

. Zahida, like many youth, had absorbed
'!-1‘:-‘3 ideas of parents and teachers without
Vst ing the route to their conclusions.
' Wing Unity sessions, she learned to think
t-micaiiy and meaningfully about common
SSiUmptions, Many Unity graduates came to

Abraham’s Vision Realized

the program with misconceptions that were
later dispelled after visits to local mosques
and synagogues to see ablutions and prayer
or Torah recitations.

Huda Abu Arqoub

Aaron Hahn Tapper

Vision urges students to experience each
other as individuals, rather than as repre-
sentatives of their communities or parts of a
larger monolith, as that erroneous thinking
has hindered dialogue in the past.

University of San Francisco President Ste-
phen Privett lauded the graduates for chal-
lenging themselves.

“I salute your courage in stepping out

of your comfort zones and risking what is
perhaps our deepest and most cherished
part, our personal, often unconscious con-
victions, in order to engage some of human-
ity’s most stubborn and subtle prejudices,”
Privett says.

Unity’s leaders demonstrate the coopera-
tion that they encourage in students. Both
Muslim teachers and Jewish teachers run
Unity, and they have seen 175 students gradu-
ate from the program.

Tapper addressed the graduates with this
heartening message for the future.

“What we hope is that this is the begin-
ning, that through a lifelong commitment to
this type of work, intercommunal work, not
only will each of you become the leaders in
these communities, but you will shape the
next generations to come.”

Abraham’s Vision runs Unity in San
Francisco and New York City. They also
organize study abroad in the Balkans, Israel
and Palestine. ™

Rania Baraziis a freelance writer based in Chicago.

BY SAMANA SIDDIQUI

HIS MEMORY GAME WITH AN
Islamic flavor is an ideal can-
didate for family board game
night, as well as lslamic and
weekend school quiz competitions.

But it’s a step ahead of merely matching
pictures or facts. Rather, players are expected
to match the ques-
tion cards to the
answer cards,
making it more
challenging than
the usual memory
game. While
younger players
(it's recommended
for ages 8 and up) may initially find it some-
what frustrating, once the first successful
match is made, enthusiasm picks up.

Players set up the game by shuffling the
question and answer cards, then placing
them face down in any order. The youngest
player begins round one, choosing a question
card, then seeking the right answer card. The
issue is not only matching the right pair, but
also knowing the right answer (a reference

Family Learning on Board

sheet is available with answers to each ques-
tion). Players keep the correctly matched
cards and follow that up with another turn.
Whoever collects the most pairs wins.

The questions are surprisingly not as
easy as youd expect from a typical game
for kids. While some are what youd expect

(“What is the holy
book received
by Prophet

Dawud?”), others
are more com-
plex (“How many
Surahs in the
Quran are named
after prophets?”).
This makes it ideal for older kids, as well
parents looking to learn a little more than
the basics they usually know already.
Allah’s Prophets-Islamic Match Game
is a great addition to your family library’s
board game collection, as well as Islamic
classrooms’ resource materials. Combin-
ing Islamic education and bonding time,
it’s also an ideal way to spend those cold,

>

W

-

winter Saturday nights. ®
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A FRESH EXAMINATION

Reading the Qur'an: The Contemporary Relevance of the Sacred
Text of Islam

Ziauddin Sardar

2011. Pp. 432. HB. $29.95

ARDAR SAYS THAT FOR FAR {

too many Muslims, the reaning 7l

Quran he had learned in his v coxreeron
mother’s lap has become a stick ¢ ¢ #aeeeo i
used for ensuring conformity and
suppressing dissenting views. He
argues for a more open, less doc-
trinaire approach to reading the
Quran, which he states, is not fixed
in stone for all time, but a dynamic 21AUDDIN SARDAR
text which every generation must
encounter anew, and whose relevance and implications for our
time we have yet to fully discover. Sardar explores the Quran
from a variety of perspectives, drawing fresh and contemporary
lessons from the Sacred Text. He also examines what the Quran
says about such contemporary topics.
While expressing himself on approach ing the Quran, Sardar states
that he has “always had problems with miracles and continue to do
so" But isn't the Quran a miracle in itself, a book ofall-encompassing
knowledge given to a totally unlettered Prophet? m

A HANDBOOK OF ISLAMIC BANKING

Foundations of Islamic Banking: Theory, Practice and Education
Mohamed Ariff and Munawar lgbal

2011. pp. 296. HB. $125.00

Edward Elgar, Northampton, MA

HEAUTHORS HAVE BROUGHT

together expert contribu- "

tors — including eminent «" Foundations
scholars and senior practitioners . lslmniui/hnking
in the field — to examine the roots
of the principles of ethical Islamic % Mohamed Avily
financial transactions, which have “5y, Munawar Tqbat g%
evolved over several millennia, on = M-
issues including usury, interest . : ,f‘ y
rates, and financial contracting for %4 - ,-‘_.'
funding enterprises, mortgages, _—
leasing and other transactions.
Regulatory and governance issues
are discussed, and the practice and operation of Islamic financial
institutions are explained via three distinct case studies, Impor-
tantly, the final chapter looks at what steps are being taken to
provide professional accreditation to Islamic banking professional
personnel, and prescribes requirements for training in this grow-
ing industry. This wide-ranging guide to the foundations and
fundamental principles of this new form of ethics-based financial
practice will be of interest for regulators, practitioners, and schol-
ars in the fields of economics, finance, money and banking. m

N

SHORT TAKES

The Missing Martyrs:

Why There Are So

Few Muslim Terrorists

Charles Kurzman

2011. pp. 256. HB. $24.95
Oxford University Press, USA

Kurzman, striving to reduce the panic
about “Islamist terrorism’, rejects the alle-
gation that Muslims are especiallyprone to CHARLES MUtk s, |
violent extremism. Offering facts, figures, i
and anecdotes, he claims, for example, that global terrorists haye
succeeded in recruiting only a miniscule number of Muslims. Ha
warns against conflating anti- Americanism with actual willingnegg

to engage in terrorism.

Kurzman, while stating that terrorism should be taken seriouslyy
argues that in practice, several factors work against Al Qaeda and
its allies" aspirations of regularly striking Western targets with
spectacular attacks,

_ v Sitting on Bayonets:

Sitting on =5 America's Endless War on

BAYON ETS Terror and the Paths to Peace
- Keith Spicer

2011. pp. 426. PB. $16.99

CreateSpace, Seattle, WA

Spicer, a professor, journalist, author, and

public servant, analyzing Islam and the

2011 Arab uprisings, explains U.S. mili-

taristic culture, and shows how invading
Muslim lands, and backing “safe” strongmen, clearly fosters ter-
rorism. He argues that in contest of ideas, arms cannot defeat
ideas, only better ideas can.

However, he clouds any claim to be taken seriously, when, talk-
ing about “reforms” in Islam, identifies, what he calls “brave new
Muslim voices”, Irshad Manji, a self-declared lesbian, and Ayaan
Hirsi Ali, and Taslima Nasrin, both self-declared non-Muslims.

Afshus Salam — Spreading Peace —

Reflections and Actions for I
American Muslims , L ] _p'
Dr. Sheikh Abdul Rahman GISRUSIERRMM
2011. PB. SpreaT

A collection of essays intended to inspire

and advise fellow Muslims about their

unique roles and responsibilities in the

U.S. Some describe practical actions Mus-

lims should take to show their commit-

mentto America, like service projects and

scholarships that every community can engage in. Other essa)';
ask the community to look inward and address problems suCe
as when the core practices of worship are trivialized (0 l’CCOme
empty rituals, or when Muslims violate God’s rules and eng3s
in domestic violence. m

2011
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The Path to
Certainty

Understanding the difference between
believing and knowing

BY IMAM MUHAMMAD MAGID AND SAM ROSS

NGLISH IS A WONDERFUL LAN-
guage. However, when it comes to
talking about our convictions, it
can be a bit of a handicap. Con-
sider two of the most commonly used words:
“faith” and “belief” “Faith,” according to Mer-
riam Webster, means to trust in something,
often for which there is no proof. One hears
phrases like “blind faith” or “you can’t know
for sure; you just have to take it on faith”
Thus, the moment one says, “I adhere to the
Islamic faith,” one has already implied that
one might not have good reasons for doing so.

The word “belief” is equally problematic
because it can be used with statements that
are false. One might say, “My uncle believes
that the world is flat,” even though, of course,
it’s not. So when we say “I believe in God,”
the implication is that we confess we might
be mistaken.

As Muslims, we are privileged to be free
from such hindrances, for our theological
vocabulary has been chosen for us by God
and conveys a much more confident world-
view. The Quranic word most commonly
translated as “faith” or “belief” is iman, which
means something akin to acknowledging that

something is true. But one can only acknowl-
edge something to be true if one has certainty
of it being true. For example, one might have
faith an underdog will win, but until the final
play, one cannot acknowledge their victory.
Moreover, one can only acknowledge some-
thing to be true if it is in itself true. One might
believe that 2 + 2 = 5, but one can never
acknowledge it. As Muslims, we believe that
deep down inside us, if we are humble enough
tolook, is an awareness that the Divine is real.

It is upon this epistemological confidence
that our religion is based, and among the
greatest virtues in Islam is yaqin, or certainty.
Indeed a hadith (Al-Bayhaqi. Shu'ab al-Iman)
records that the Prophet Muhammad said,
“patience is half of iinan and yagin is all of it”
If we are certain of God’s existence, certain
of the prophecy of the Prophet Muhammad
(salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa salam), certain of
the revelation of the Quran, and certain of
our accountability before God, our whole
religious life is transformed. Our prayers go
from tentative calls into the void to intimate
conversation. We become more diligent, con-
scientious, patient and generous. What can
we do to achieve the certainty of one early
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Muslim who said, “Were the veil [betweep
me and God] to be removed, [ would not
increase in certainty?”

Our spiritual forebears bequeathed s
numerous counsels. One is simply to know
that having questions, or even doubts, is
common, especially in our day in age. Even
a luminary as great as Imam al-Ghazali
describes having wrestled earlier in life with
the question of why he was Muslim, and
if it was merely because his parents were
Muslim. Today, when the Muslim world is
struggling and the television, newsstand and
bookstore are filled with attacks on Islam, it
can be difficult not to be affected.

A second is to recognize that strong cer-
tainty is an organic achievement built from
many things: deep reflection on the natural
world; getting to know Prophet Muham-
mad, through his character and miracles;
connecting with and pondering over the
Quran; spending time with the righteous
and observing their states; calling upon God,
and seeking to connect with Him through
worship. Taken together, their cumulative
effect — with God’s help - is a conviction not
dependent upon any one proof or miracle.
Through additional devotion and spiritual
purification, Tmam al-Ghazali notes, the t“}te
of the heart begins to behold spiritual reali-
ties just as the eye perceives physical realiies:
which yields an even higher level of certaiity:
May we be among those of such states!

Let us quickly explore a few of these paths:

Reflection: The natural world is rCPlcte.
with God’s signs. He promises in the Qll_fa'j"
“We shall show them Our signs in the hort=
zons and in themselves, until it is cléa=
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pecome a fully-grown human being with
differentiated organs and tissues all work-
ing harmoniously together in ways medi-
cine still struggles to understand? Why, did
the universe “spontaneously” explode into
existence 13.7 billion years ago as the Big
Bang theory holds? Why does the universe
just happen to obey mathematical laws that
scientists routinely call “elegant” and “beauti-
ful?” Why are these laws simple enough for
our minds to appreciate when there is no
apparent reason for being so?

There are numerous books that do a won-
derful job contemplating God’s signs, such
as the national bestsellers, “The Language
of God” by Francis Collins and “God: The
Evidence” by Patrick Glynn. For a believing
Muslim, the observations in such books can
be a powerful reminder of God and increase
our yaqi.

Seerah: Another way is to get to know the
Prophet’s life and teachings. After all, how
else can we know with certainty the reality
of his prophethood unless we know him
intimately? Many who doubt him simply
do not know him well enough. There are
numerous biographies and collections of his
teachings that we can read. After an intimate
immersion, let us ask ourselves if the person
who appears to us could have been anything
other than a prophet sent from God. If we
have concerns about the reliability of the
reports we read, we must seek out a religious
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meet your needs by completing a
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scholar or class on hadith criticism to help us
with our assessment. To do otherwise would
be ingratitude to the extraordinary efforts of
our forebears who toiled for generations so
that we could know what was reliable with
confidence.

Quran: Another essential path is con-
necting with the Quran, which God says
is sufficient all by itself: “Is it not enough
for them that We have revealed to you the
Book which is recited to them?” (29:51). Here
He points to the Quran’s amazing ability to
stir the human spirit both in its profundity
and force. Is there any other book in human
history so voluminously commented upon?
Moreover, as any visitor to the Muslim world
knows, passing by shops and homes where
the Quran plays all day, just the sound of
the Quran moves hearts. Is there any other
book that has elicited such a flood of love

which can even overcome linguistic barriers,
reaching millions who don’t even know the
language of its text?

In the subtleties of its phrasing, the
aforementioned ayah points the way to
how we can connect with the Quran. The
verse uses the imperfect form of the verb
“to recite” rather than the perfect, implying
a regularity in reciting. That is, God says the
self-sufficient sign of the Quran is apparent
when it is read regularly. We should strive
to have a daily relationship with the Quran
through a wird — a minimum amount we
strive to always read and to take the time to
contemplate its meanings, reading a transla-
tion when we need one.

Finally, we must recognize that certainty
is ultimately a divine secret, beyond the abil-
ity of limited human language to express.
Those who—through reflection, devotion
and God’s favor—reach the highest stations
of certainty attain states that no words can
convey. In the Quranic language, they have
attained from the certainty of knowledge
(102:5) to the certainty of witnessing (102:7).

Ibn ‘Ata Allah—one of our great pious
forebears—famously asked, “When did God
become hidden such that He needed to be
proved?” For him, God was as obviously
real as this page of paper. May God accept
our efforts and grant us the highest levels
of certainty in Him, that our entire lives be
transformed. Ameen. m

In the name of Allah the most Beneficent, the most Merciful
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Studies in lIslamic Civilization draws upon the works
of Western scholars to make the case that without the
tremendous contribution of the Muslim world there would
have been no Renaissance in Europe. For aimost a thousand
years Islam was arguably one of the leading civilizations
of the world spanning a geographic area greater than any
other. It eliminated social distinctions between classes and races, made clear that people should enjoy
the bounties of the earth provided they did not ignore morals and ethics, and rescued knowledge that
would have been lost, if not forever, then at least for centuries. The genius of its scholars triggered
the intellectual tradition of Europe and for over seven hundred years its language, Arabic, was the
international language of science. Strange then that its legacy lies largely ignored and buried in time.
Studies in Islamic Civilization is a compelling attempt to redress this wrong and restore the historical
truths of a “golden age” that ushered in the Islamic renaissance, and as a by-product that of the West.
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