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" It's when things seem worst that we must persist!

Ramadan Brings Hope

to the needy, and

You Can Make it Happen!

This Ramadan poor families in Palestine
and refugee camps in Jordan and Lebanon will receive:

—— RAMADAN FOOD BASKETS:
$100 per basket (average family of 5 people

3

for the whole month,)

HOT IFTAR SERVICE:

]

T10 mor family
J 14U DEY 1aliilly,

{Delivered to families that are too proud to ask for help in public.)

o« EID GIFTS:
i $50 Per family

2 ZAKATULFITR:
I B We will distribute your Zakatul-Fitr among the needy.
- ;.'.‘;-..i.‘-'_’ ; g $10 per every member of your family.

-~ £ __.;ﬂ‘

P

Please help bring ng o the ZAKATUL-MAL: We will carefully distribute your

poor and needy this Ramadan Zakatul-mal among the most deserving,
' (Please visft ww.kind-hearts.org to figure your zakat online)

11 #
The Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) MO PROFIT GRS \‘
PO, Box 38 ¢ Plainfield, IN £46168-0038 us E(mg'aE X )
PERMIT #15 2 é ;
KENT, GH -~

1-866-KindHrt (1-866-546-3478) _ |
www.kind-hearts.org « info@kind-hearts.org annual ISNA conye

that "

Dept. IC/IR, PO Box 23310, Toledo, OH 43623 At Islam offers for eye y day |
Your Kind Donations are also TAX EXEMPT s et

KindHearts is a USA 501(c)(3) organization with TIN: 02-0534702




cxtend a hand of mercy in the
month 0 f forgiveness.

Donate Securely Online
WWWw.lara-usa.org

SLakat Ul-Fir
Lakat Ul-Nal
Jood Basket”
Iftar Project”
Eid Dress Project”
Kaffarah

*for prices ol these projects. by region, see our website or call

 #1-800-298-1199 _

First Name (Mr./Mrs./Ms.): Last Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip Code: Phone #: ( ) -
Method of Payment  Total Donation of $ for
O Check / Mon ey Order (choose a project from the list)
[J Credit Card #: . . Exp. Date: /

Card ID(3 digit # found on the back of your card on the signature panel, for Discover only):

—— e

The Life of Muhammad &
Makkan Period

Imam Anwar al-Awlaki

%b(l:l:lss%fttes $49'95

In these talks, Imam Anwar al-Awlaki, author of the best selling series The Lives of
the Prophets, eloguently presents the Makkan period of the Prophet’s life in a de-
tailed manner, deriving valuable lessans from it and thus making it relevant to our mod-
ern times. This series is primarily based on [bn Kathir's book on the Sirah, [mam Awlaki
brings to life stosies from the golden era of Islam in a dynamic style and instills in the lis-
teners a deep ove for the Beloved of Allah 4.

Islamic Civilization (1p)
Dr. Mustafa Siba'i

SN A prominent work on the
@ glory of Islam's past and
the contribution it made to
the building of modem civilization

for many Islamic schools.

The Glory of Igbal g
Shaykh Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

¥ Thelife, times and travels
8l of Igbal featured in this su-

renowned Indian scholar Shaykh Abu al-
Hasan Ali Nadwi

Mothers of the Believers
Lives of the Wives of Prophet Muhammad &

Imam Suhaib Webb

i A4 | fties s34

Mothers of the Believers is a ground breaking series exploring the lives of the wives of
Prophet Muhammad 2. It seeks to enlighten the hearts, minds and souls of the
Muslims in the West, It is through the wonderful examples of the Mathers of the
Believers that we can achieve a correct and balanced understanding when approach-
ing issues such as building the Islamic family, social life, working, parenting and raising
children

Dear Beloved Son (rg) Islamic Manners (g) The Sirah of the Final
Imam al-Ghazali Shaykh Abdul Fattah Abu Ghuddah Prophet & (PB)
- —— S.M. Hasan al-Banna
Tuwenity-Fotir pleces iof in-
vitluiatsle ] J ) PV Bast seiling book on the
Irnsaeery il -Ghiazali 1o T book s amust for every i10'¥ it o thie Prophust
his disceming student Muslim household Already the text book — Muhaminad & ina

clear and condise manner.

Imam Hasan al-Banna (s)
S.M. Hasan al-Banna

Thefirst in a series of
baoks documenting the

~ lives of well known Islamic
Scholars and persanalities.

perb baok written by the

GREAT SPECIAL OFFER

Buy_the two new albums and get ‘Priorities of the Islamic Movement’ book
(a $10.95 value) and ‘Imam Abu Hanifah' (a $7.95 value) audio tape FOR FREE

FREE SHIPPING FOR ANY ORDERS IN'USA ATOTAL SAVING OF OVER $25.00 INCLUDING SHIPPING

AWAKENING

M Place your orders at our secure online store www.awakeningusa.com




Amana Mutual oy
Funds Trust wvesine.

“Investing for the long-term.” At the Amana
Mutual Funds, we’ve proven the value of
long-term investing. It's in the way we

built our funds to last. In the success of our
world-class fund manager and analysts in
uncovering investment opportunities for

IRAS - EMPLOYER PLANS
EDUCATION SAVINGS ACCOUNTS

www.amanafunds.com
Call us at 1-888-73 AMANA
or your

investment professional.

Join the thousands of Muslims worldwide
investing in the Amana Mutual Funds Trust
and see for yourself why our customer
relationships span so many years.

you. And in our solid performance over time.

AL Year to Date as of Average Annual Returns as of 9/30/03
9/30/03 1 Year 5 Year 10 Year
Amana Growth 19.47% 31.07% 10.23% 9.32%"
Amana Income 10.45% 18.63% 0.32% 6.09%

*since Inception 02/03/1994

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. Total returns are historical and include change in share value

and reinvestment of dividends and capital gains, if any. Other fees and expenses are described in the fund’s current
prospectus. Investment return and principal value will fluctuate so that shares, when redeemed, may be worth more

or less than their original cost. For more complete information, including fees and expenses, obtain a free prospectus.
Please read the prospectus carefully before investing. Saturna Brokerage Services, Bellingham, WA, Distributor (October
2003).

Amana Funds are available directly or through: Fidelity, TD
Waterhouse, Ameritrade, Scottrade, and Brown & Company.

Islamic products on sale now at

www.isna.com
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Our Obligations
Beckon Us

ome 30,000 Muslims from the U.S. and Canada gathered in Chicago

during Labor Day weekend to focus on the practical application of

Islamic values in every day life. This year’s convention theme and the
convention’s proximity to the most important annual event in Muslim life,
Ramadan, offer reason for thought and introspection.

Dr. Abdalla Idris Ali, a former ISNA president, writing in the
Sept./Oct. 2003 issue of this publication, reminded us that Allah sub-
hanahu wa Ta‘ala emphasizes the importance of fulfilling our contracts.

A vital part of our contract to Allah is to be actively involved and working
towards progress. No doubt, today many Muslims in the U.S. and Cana-
da participate in ritual involvement such as voting, and this is very
important, but our involvement must extend beyond this to participa-
tion in the community and in organizations. Through such involvement,
we simultaneously work towards fulfilling our contract, as well as our
individual and group potential.

Ramadan is more than just a blessed month of fasting and extra
prayers; it is a time of personal growth and desire to draw closer to Allah.
Indeed, it is, also, a time for personal study and reflection. It is not without
significance that the first word of the Qur’an to be revealed was igra, read.

Regrettably today many of us have given our leaders and our ancestors,
the responsibility of “reading” for us, allowing them to assert the “truth”
without ensuring their accuracy or even their legitimacy. In other words, we
are following our “fathers” and our “priests and anchorites.” In the Qur’an,
Allah condemns this attitude, and all of His Messengers disapproved of and
warned against it when it reared its ugly head among the people.

We seek to avoid the effort it takes and the responsibility we have for
seeking knowledge and learning. It is so much easier just to ask for answers
from or blindly follow someone “with a reputation.” Where has this prac-
tice landed us? Have we not sunk deeply in the quagmire of taqlid? Today
instead of being recognized for speaking “truth” and delivering the mes-
sage, as we are commanded to do, our beloved religion has, due to the mis-
takes of some members of the community, been rendered synonymous
with terror, fanaticism, backwardness and ignorance.

While it is our civic duty to vote and our obligation to fast Ramadan, it is
essential to our survival as a community, 2 community that engages with
and contributes to North America, to “read,” study, and analyze the Qur’an
and sunnah. We need to formulate our own answers as to how we should
live in North America, instead of relying on scholars back home who have
no idea of what living in North America entails. We need to produce litera-
ture that can help us fulfill our obligations here, instead of depending on
texts written centuries ago to address the needs of societies that no longer
exist. In short, we need leaders who understand what it means to be a Mus-
lim in North America. This Ramadan, and at all times, we must remember
to “read” and become “involved” with the Qur’an and the sunnah, so that
we can become equipped to fulfill our responsibilities and develop strate-
gies to stop our community from continuing on a downward spiral.
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n July 26th, Houston,
TX, experienced a new
dimension ol Muslim

artistic expression with the
Expressions of Faith 2003
Islamic Arts Festival, supported
by ISNA and cosponsored by
the Islamic Society of Greater
Houston, the city’s largest
Islamic organization with 38
masajid, and the Five Pillars
Center, a young, local Muslim
group who provided much of
the event’s onsite help.
Mohammed Amer emceed
the three-hour show, which
brought over 500 attendees
and local media to the down-
town Houston Theater Dis-
trict’s Hobby Center. A new-
comer to Muslim community
events, Amer, a Palestinian
American comedian, said
most of his comedy was gen-
eral, rather than ethnically or
religiously based, but he did-
n’t feel that that detracted
from his reception that night.
From the alleys of African
cities to the streets of San
Francisco, Muslim culture
from around the world was
reflected in the event, which
was hailed as an overwhelming
success by attendees. Amer
said, “This is a wonderful
opportunity to highlight the
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"Taj dar-e-haram" Singers - 786 spring a surprise on the crowd, changing into
traditional Pakistani shalwar-kamiz to perform a classic gawali song

talent in the community.” The
show featured a mix of talent
from around the country; the
headlining acts for the
evening were Ghana native
Ahmed Tijani from Chicago,
and, what many call the first
“Muslim boy band,” 786 from
Detroit. Both headliners have,
also, performed on the ISNA
main-stage at the national
convention-Tijani years before
and 786 at the 2003 conven-
tion. For 786, who are all
Detroit-area college students

of Indian and Pakistani
descent, the Houston show
was a sort of audition for the
national convention, but it was
obviously more for them as
well. Local media, including
the Houston Chronicle, focused
more on them than other acts
because of their unofficial
“Muslim boy band” moniker.
Other performers included
members of the Calligraphy of
Thought arts collective of
Northern California; Rima
Choudry and Mother Story

Matt Daniels, president of AFM.

8

ISNA Supports Marriage

SNA has voiced support of the proposed Federal Marriage
Amendment, which calls for protection of the institution of mar- 5§
riage betwesn a man and a woman. The amendment, drafted by
the Washington-based Alliance for Marriage, a diverse collation, was
firstintroduced with bipartisan support in the last Congress, said Dr.

ISNA Secretary General Dr. Sayyid Muhammad Syeed joined
Congressional and faith leaders in addressing a press conference in §
Washington on September 17th in support of the 3 year campaign
for the amendment. Syeed, who spoke on behalf of other Muslim
members of the AFM board, said that the amendment offers hope
of a centrist solution to the question of the future of marriage in
America. Dr. Syeed noted that in Congress, bipartisan support for the bill had grown to over 80 members.

Senators Rick Santorum (R-PA), Sam Brownback (R -KS), and Jeff Sessions (R-AL), and Christian and Jewish faith
leaders, also, addressed the press conference. Sen. Brownback reminded, “We must all work to protect marriage and
family, which comprises the fabric of our society.” Another amendment supporter, Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX), chairman of
the subcommittee on the Constitution, sent a letter to his Senate colleagues on September 17th, calling for action to
defend the institution of marriage. Rev. Walter E. Fautroy declared that to define marriage as a union between a man and
a man or a woman and a woman is simply a misnomer. The civil rights leader, stressing his support for the amendment,
warned, “It is not the inalienable right of anyone to redefine for all of us what is meant by the term marriage.”

ISLAMIC HORIZONS NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2003

Dr. Syeed joined Congressional and faith leaders
in endorsing the proposed marriage amendment

Amendment

A Strong Statement in Favor of Islamic Arts

performing slam poetry and
storytelling; local student
and spoken word performer
Bassam Tariq performing a
dramatic monologue about 3
fictitious Muslim inmate’s
life in prison; Dallas-based
Nasheed group Al-Nojoum;
and new-comer Ahmad Abd
Raffur, a young Malaysian
singer with soaring vocals
who currently teaches at an
Islamic school in Oklahomag.

With Expressions of Faith,
for the first time, ISNA pro-
vided financial support that
propelled the show above
previous ISNA Entertainment
sessions and events. For local
students and event co-orga-
nizers Zehra Qureshi and
Ahsen Khan, the event was
the result of a long struggle.
Khan is a Houston-native who
was active for years in the
Muslim Student’s Association
at the University of Texas in
Austin, and Qureshi, a new-
comer to the city, was active
with Islamic schools and MSA
work in her native Maryland.

The show was a brainchild
of former ISNA central zone
representative, Monem
Salam. He said ISNA Enter-
tainment was attempting to
take the existing entertain-
ment sessions at the various
ISNA events around the
country and provide them
with continuity and cohe-
sion. Other, less formally sup-
ported Entertainment
Nights, had already
occurred, over the past year,
in Dallas, Madison, WI, Min-
neapolis, MN, and Washing-
ton, DC/Virginia.

The full “ISNA Entertain-
ment Extravaganza” enter-
tainment session that took
place at the Annual Conven-
tion is currently online at
www.isna.tv, and the entire
Expressions of Faith event
will, also, be online in the
near future. Islamic Horizons
Assistant Editor Fawad Sid-
diqui has served as coordina-
tor for the ISNA Entertain-
ment Efforts for the past
four months.
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HAIR LOSS
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AFTER 10 MONTHS

Get HAIRBACK” Naturally

NO SURGERY, NO DRUGS, NO SIDE EFFECTS

o one likes to think that they
N may be losing their hair, but
the simple truth is that hered-

itary hair loss is a common aspect of
adult life.

MONEY BACK

Regardless of gender
or ethnicity, users _
have reported that GUARANTEE
their hair loss, dan- S -
druff, and itching had =
stopped in a few days, and new hair
growth had started in 4 to 6 weeks.

HAIRBACK" is derived from the
chemistry of honeybees. It was intro-
duced in 1996 and patented in the
US to treat hair loss, baldness, dan-
druff, itching, and scalp psoriasis.

For more inquries call
1-800-hair710 or visit @
http://www.hairbacknow.com

DERMATONIC A
(Acne Care)

| DERMATONIC W
(Wrinkle Care)

@ Patented to prevent acne
and scars without dryness or
flaking

@ Your opportunity to have
smooth, firm, youthful facial
skin

@ Leads to a healthy, smooth
and spotless face

@ Fight aging signs with the
chemistry of honeybee

¢ Quick results ¢ Natural healing and skin
regeneration

Call 1-800-424-7710

AFTER 13 MONTHS

DERMATONIC P
(Psoriasis Care)

@ Herbal and honeybee-prod-
uct extracts

¢ Patented for psoriasis,
eczema and dermatitis

4 Supports the regeneration of
healthy tissue

@ Guaranteed

Visit our website: www.hairbacknow.com or www.hairback.us
B.C. Cosmaceuticals, Inc. P.O. Box 1594,

E. Lansing, Ml 48826

Patented affordable treatments, US patents 5,980,875 $ 6171604 B1




L.A. to Host ISNA Conference

first of its kind ISNA
A Regional Conference

will be held in the Los
Angeles, CA on December
25th-28th, capping-off a year
of newly formatted ISNA re-
gional conferences. The con-
ference, co-hosted by the
Islamic Shura Council of
Southern California, which
represents over 89 area
Islamic centers, will include
parallel Grant Writing and
Youth Camp programs orga-
nized by the ISNA Community
Development Department.
“The special thing about this
conference is that it is being
done with the Shura Council,
which means that we will have
avery resourceful host, such
as with the Annual
Convention in Chicago,” said
ISNA General Secretary Dr.
Sayyid M. Syeed.

Dr. Syeed mentioned the
“exponential increases at the
other regional conferences
this year,” which included
ISNA’s first South Central
Regional Conference in Dal-
las, TX, a new ISNA event

that drew over 3,000 area
Muslims over the July 4th
weekend. Meanwhile the
Upstate Regional Conference
in Rochester, NY on June 7th-
8th and the ISNA Central
Zone Conference in Kansas
City, MO on May 23rd-25th,
both, drew close to two thou-
sand attendees, hundreds

Fulbright Scholars Gain

Islamic Insight

Ateam of 17 international participants and a number of

American scholars affiliated with the Fulbright American
Studies Institute’s “Religion in the United States: Pluralism
and Public Presence” visited the ISNA headquarters on July 25th

to discuss Islam in America and ISNA’s role in American religious

pluralism.

The discussion, led by ISNA Secretary General Dr. Sayyid M.
Syeed, touched on issues such as religious extremism, media bias,
interfaith dialogue, and historical intolerance; the overall theme
was madc clear: the strength of American democracy is in the
many faiths that live successfully side-by-side.

The meeting itself was an experiment in pluralism, with each
program participant representing a different nation from around
the world, and with various religious backgrounds represented.
The importance of institutional support in creating religious toler-
ance and acceptance, such as that provided by ISNA, was also a

key point in the discussion.

Each year some 700 scholars from abroad reccive grants to lec-
ture and conduct research in American colleges and universities
under the Fulbright Scholar Program, which was authorized by
the Mutual Educational Cultural Exchange Act in 1961 to enable
the government to increase mutual understanding between Amer-
icans and the people of other countries.

10 ISLAMIC HORIZONS NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2003

more than in previous years.
ISNA’s West Zone office,
which is operated in coopera-
tion with the Indian Muslim
Relief Committee in Santa
Clara, CA, also, organized the
8th Annual Seerah Confer-
ence in Northern California
in conjunction with the ISNA-
affiliated Muslim Communi-
ties Association of San Fran-
cisco Bay Area, July 7th-11th.

While ISNA has conducted
previous events in Los Ange-
les, such as a successful Islam-
ic Finance and Banking Con-
ference in 2000, said Dr.
Syeed, those events were
smaller and mostly organized
from ISNA headquarters with-
out much local involvement.
This year, however, with the
election of former ISNA Pres-
ident Dr. Muzammil Siddiqt,
president of the Islamic Soci-
ety of Orange County in the
L.A. area, as the chairman of
L.A. Shura Council, prepara-
tions are now underway for a
full-fledged West Zone Con-
ference and expectations for
the event are building.

“This is basically the first
time we are doing a full-
fledged community event in
Los Angeles, and we are hop-
ing that it will serve as a
chance for the full involve-
ment, cooperation, and par-
ticipation of all the different

Govgmor
rank
O'Bannon

ISNA Honors
0’Bannon

ISNA Assistant Secretary
General Ahmed Elhattab
attended the memorial service
for well-loved, Indiana
Governor Frank 0'Bannon in
Indianapolis on September
23rd. 0’Bannon died on
September 13th, five days
after suffering a stroke while
attending a conference in
Chicago.

“The Islamic Society of
North America is saddened at
the demise of Governor Frank
0'Bannon,” said ISNA
Secretary General Dr. Sayyid
Muhammad Syeed in a
statement condoling the
governor's death. “Mr.
0'Bannon was a man of faith
who recognized and
respected people of faith and
spirituality across religious
barriers. His eagerness to
understand and encourage
minority groups in the state of
Indiana made him a popular
governor and his relations
with the Muslim community
and with our leaders were
ideally positive, and we pray
for patience and strength for
his wife, Mrs. Judy 0’Bannon.”

masajid and Islamic centers
there,” explained Dr. Syeed.
Other ISNA Community
Development Department
events, in the past year, have
included the Community
Development Conferences
on April 18th-20th in Chica-
go, IL, with about 500 in
attendance, and the Islam 11!
America Conferences at the
South-Central Regional Con-
ference in Dallas, TX with
about 200 participants.
For more information vt
www.isna.net/conferences

sit
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AMSS Conference: East Meets West

he Association of Muslim
Social Scientists held their
32nd Anmual Conference

entitled “East Meets West:
Understanding the Muslim
Presence in Europe and North
America,” on September 26-28th
at Indiana University in
Bloomington, IN.

The conference, cosponsored by
the university’s Middle Eastern
and Islamic Studies Program and
the Department of Near Eastern
Languages and Cultures, brought
together more than 50 scholars
and researchers who presented
papers in 13 sessions that ranged
from studies on contemporary
Islam in Europe to the lives of
young Muslim women at American
colleges; from discussions on Islam
and democracy, women’s rights
and environmental issues in the

Muslim world to questions on the
validity of long-held American
Muslim intellectual views, such as
the “Islamization of Knowledge”

Phone :

Email :

Method of Payment
(] Cheque

Dr. Ali Mazrui treats hrmsell to a cup of tea after delwenng an inspiring keynote address

theory and new ways to look at
the Shari’ah. Eminent scholar Dr.
Ali A. Mazrui (S.U.N.Y.-Bingham-
ton, NY) gave the keynote address
on “A Marriage of Two Civiliza-
tions: The Balance Between West-
ern Norms and Muslim Values.”
In addition to presenting a

paper on interracial, interethnic
Muslim marriages, Muslim film-
maker and University of Michigan
doctoral student Zareena Grewal

Ir

screened her multifaceted film,
“By Dawn’s Early Light: Abdul-
Rauf’s Journey to Islam.” The film
received much acclaim. Subtler
than most documentaries on the
Muslim community, the two-year-
old film about former NBA star
Mahmood Abdur Rauf outlines
the life of the famous athlete, from
humble beginnings through the
challenges of physical disability
eventually to NBA superstardom
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and Islam. The film, also, addypse.
es the controversy surroungip, i
refusal to stand for the natign: dl
anthem during bs tskt-thajl
the 1990s. Furthermore, the mm
focuses on African-Americay ang
immigrant-origin Muslim €Oy
nities in America.

AMSS conferences of late have

started to be populated by a Mix of
Ol

younger scholars alongside, the
seniors. The new AMSS Executiye.
Board, headed by the recently
inaugurated AMSS President [y,
Mugtedar Khan (Adrian College,
MI), promised changes. The ney
AMSS Executive Board, also,
includes Vice President Dr. Rafiy -
Beekun (University of Nevada T as
Vegas), Secretary Kamran Bokl
(Howard University), and Treas
er Dr. Qamar-ul Huda. AMSS,
also, announced a new editor, D,
Katherine Bullock (University of :
Toronto), of the The American
Journal of Social Sciences (AJSS),
one of longest running Muslim
academic publications in the 1est-
ern world. Dr. Bullock served as,
this year’s conference chair, also.
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Muslim Student Wins Humanitarian Award

ohaib Mohiuddin, a 2003
graduate of Virginia

Commonwealth
University, was one of five stu-
dents nationally to receive the
Howard R. Swearer Student
Humanitarian Award, recog-
nizing student’s outstanding
efforts in public service and
individual commitment in the
community. Nearly 127 stu-
dents were nominated from
campuses across the nation.

Mohiuddin, 22, former
president of VCU-MSA and
the first VCU student nomi-
nated for the award, was cited
for his efforts in student lead-
ership, community involve-
ment and humanitarianism.
As MSA president, Mohiud-
din led the organization in
various projects ranging from
a fundraising and awareness
campaign aimed at combat-
ing hunger to community
events for the 9/11 anniver-
sary to education programs
on human rights and civil lib-
erties. “This award is a tribute
to the hard work and sleep-
less nights that MSA mem-
bers have sacrificed not only
on this campus, but, also, on
campuses all over,” said Mohi-
uddin. “It is truly an honor
that the work that has been
going on here at VCU is

Sohaib with
the VCU
President

being recognized nationally,
and it goes without saying that
there are countless VCU stu-
dents, faculty and administra-
tors that have helped the MSA
to foster, on this campus, a
spirit of humanitarianism and
civic responsibility that the
Swearer Award represents.”
The awards were presented
at the Third Annual Educa-
tion Leadership Colloquium
in Denver, CO by Bernard
Machen, chair of the board of
directors for Campus Com-
pact and president of the
University of Utah, and Lind-
sey Kozberg, special assistant
to President Bush and direc-
tor of public and policy affairs

for USA Freedom
Corps. Campus Com-
pact, a national coali-
tion of more than 850
college and university
presidents, is commit-
ted to the civic purpos-
es of higher educa-
tion, and Howard R.
Swearer, the 15th
president of Brown
University, was one of
its founders.

The award includes
$1,500, which will be
used for the MSA’s
“Unveiling Ignorance”
educational lecture

series, a series aimed at giv-
ing the VCU community an
opportunity to learn about
Muslim American issues,
stereotypes about Islam, and
sociopolitical issues that con-
tinue to affect the nation
and world.

Mohiuddin, now enrolled
in VCU’s School of Medi-
cine, was a presidential schol-
ar and student in the com-
bined BS/MD program at
VCU. As an undergraduate,
he received other prestigious
awards, including the Presi-
dential Scholarship for Inter-
national Education, which
permitted him to study in
Cairo, Egypt.

Georgia Muslims Rebuild &

completely destroyed the year-old Islamic

3 fire, what investigators are calling arson,

Center of Savannah, in Savannah, GA on
August 24th. In early August 2003, the Muslim
community became the center of a string of
hate crimes that included shots being fired at
the masjid, burglary and threatening letters,
and ultimately ended in the burning down of
the Islamic Center. The serious nature of the

crime has resulted in the involvement of the FBI

—

Muslim Womey
EXpress
Themselves

During their its firstannya| £oj)-
vention on August 16th the
Richmond, VA-based Natigna
Association of Muslim Womep
stressed their roles as ambitjoy .
decision-makers striving for 3
better life for their families,
convention was titled “Braving Ty,
Storm - The High Cost of Freedgy,
In an Eraof Intolerance.”

Jennah Aminah Qadir, & moffe;
of four and partner in Richmong.
based Aminal's Enterprise tor
the past 25 years, was name
NAMW's Entreprenaur of the
Year. Khadijah Ruffin-Malidi,
who co-founded The Islamic
Homeschooling Acadeny in
western Henrico County aboqt
Seven years ago, was named
NAMW's Educatorof the Year

Founder-president B. Agila
Mujahid Al-Bayati said she
hopes to expand the arganization
to include Muslim women across
the nation.

Pakistanmi
American Te
Meet in NY

he Association of Pakistani =
TScientists and Engineers of North
America (APSENA) (apsena-
usa.org) held its 20th Annual Coniferaneé
on August 23rd in Albany, NY.
President Tarig M. Khan, PE. sél
APSENA annual conferences ha
very popular among Pakistani Amé
professionals and business leaders
since they provide an excellent opporti=
nity to network, build alliances, .
exchange information on mutuali
ests, and find ways to contribute 10
istan's long journey towards pro
Sen. Akbar Khawaja (PPP) was Ui
lunchean keynote speaker, and FeIVeE
Ledhie, a noted Pakistani Americal
entrepreneur, was the banquet k&)
speaker. The guest of honor, the
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istani embassy’s Deputy Chief or
sion Mohammad Sadig, told the @
ence that their hard work anq.
professional excellence is givinga
image to Pakistan in this country
success, in fact, is Pakistan's 8
The conference chairman O
Sajiad Alam, said the conferencé =
reached two distinct milestores:

presentations from Pakistan a X Wlmta R '
o ti?T:]eahlighsiﬂ the percentage of ot . e %470ad South #266 Seattle, WA 98188-2100
. : 9 Fax (206) 575-2832

of-town participants. ‘E}.@am' i
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and ATF in the investi gation. Savannah's islamic Center was completely gutted by the fire

The Muslim community had bought a 4-acre property in a quite and peaceful suburb of
Savannah in September last year with hopes of making the facility the center of communi-
ty activities. They had renovated the existing facility to accommodate the growing Muslim
community, and had plans to start a school for children and adults on the premises.

The community members, who are currently praying in a temporary tent erected on the
property, are actively seeking donations to help them in setting up a temporary facility in
time for Ramadan.

Tax-exempt donations may be sent to: Islamic Center of Savannah, 1030 Dutchtown
Road, Savannah, GA 31419, (912) 920-0043, www.islamiccentersavannah.org.

ol T soos
G

shipping &
handling
Eid Mubarak
May Allah bless you wish happiness

o thus day st gt you bluss v er

s These Islamic Architecture cards are available with Eid messages.
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PALESTINIAN TRUTH
TELLER DEPARTS

dward W. Said. a
Columbia University
professor and leading

spokesman for the Palestinian
cause who had suffered from
leukemia for years, died at a
New York hospi-
tal on
September
25¢h. He was 67.

The late
scholar was
born in 1935 in
Jerusalem, then
part of British-
ruled Palestine,
but spent most
of his adult life
in the U.S. writ-
ing passionately
about the Pales-
tinian cause
and a variety of
other subjects, from English
literature, his academic spe-
cialty, to music and culture.

Edward Said never shied
away from condemning
human rights violations in
occupied Palestine. He wrote
two years ago, after visits to
Jerusalem and the West Bank,
that Israel’s “efforts toward
exclusivity and xenophobia
toward the Arabs” had actual-
ly strengthened Palestinian
determination. When Yasser
Arafat signed the Oslo peace
accords with Israel, Dr. Said
chided the Palestinian leader
for “collaborating with mili-
tary occupation.”

Dr. Said wrote in Cairo’s
English-language AlLAhram
Weekly, “Palestine and Pales-
tinians remain, despite
Israel’s concerted efforts from
the beginning either to get
rid of them or to circum-
scribe them so much as to
make them ineffective.”

In 2000, he delivered a
statement when he threw a
rock toward an Israeli guard-
house on the Lebanese bor-
der. Columbia University,
asked to censure him, said
that his actions were protect-
ed by principles of academic
freedom. For the Palestinians,

Professor Edward W. Said
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Dr. Said was a supremely
articulate advocate whose
presence will be greatly
missed.

Dr. Said received a bache-
lor’s degree from Princeton in
1957 and a Mas-
ter’s and Ph.D.
from Harvard,
in 1960 and
1964. Most of
his academic
career was spent
as a professor at
Columbia, but
he was, also, a
visiting profes-
sor at leading
mstitutions,
including Yale,
Harvard and
% Johns Hopkins.

In addition to
his academic pursuits, Dr. Said
was a gifted pianist.

In his immensely influen-
tial book, Orientalism (1978),
he argued that the entire
Western academic discipline
of oriental studies was based
on imperialist and racist
myths about the Middle East.
His other books include After
the Last Sky (1986); Beginnings
(1975); Blaming the Victims
(1988); Covering Islam (1981);
Criticism in Society; Culture and
Imperialism; Nationalism, Colo-
nialism, and Literature, The
Pen and the Sword (1994); The
Politics of Dispossession (1994);
The Question of Palestine
(1979); and Reflections on
Exile (2000).

In his preface to the updat-
ed version of Covering Islam:
How The Media and The
Experts Determine How We See
The Rest of The World, he
wrote: “Malicious generaliza-
tions about Islam have
become the last acceptable
form of denigration of for-
eign culture in the West.”

Dr. Said, explaining to
David Barsamian, director of
Alternative Radio in Boulder,
CO, said, “The sense of Islam
as a threatening Other—with
Muslims depicted as fanati-

Islamic Finance
Activist Departs

ohammed Ahmed-Ullah, a founding
member and president of Al-Amin
Association, a retirament savings plan for

Muslims, died on July 21st after a long iliness.
Ahmed-Uliah, 65, was confined to a wheelchair after
surgery to repair a slipped disk went awry. Despite his
many challenges over the past 16 years, Ahmed-Ullah
was a shining example of courage and patience. He
worked from home and continued to serve the Muslim community in Toronto ang
Canada with projects like Al-Amin and the Islamic Cooperative Housing Carporaty
In 1983, he was elected and served as treasurer of the interest-free sjamis:
Housing Cooperative Corporation and, later, volunteered to spearhead the
launch of the interest-free Al-Amin Association and its investment L:ounmm
Ansarco Inc. He negotiated trust agreements with various financial institutigns
and helped develop Al-Amin from a CD$80,000 fund to the CD$6 million frps

gram it is today.

Ahmed-Ullah was born in Hyderabad Deccan, which was occupied by India iy
1948. His father died when he was 6, but he used the challenges that life deaff
him to his advantage. He helped his mother raise his three other siblings Whils
pursuing his own education. In his mid-20's, he moved to London, England, asia
student. He lived there for 16 years, visiting Pakistan to get married, and, then, ™
returning to England. In 1975 his family moved to Toronto, where he worked a8
an auditor with the government and became involved in various Toronto
mosques, crossing organizational barriers in hopes of uniting the community, Hg:
took keen interest in and contributed to building the Islamic Foundation Musques
in suburban Toronto and, later, served as the trustee of the mosque. His cal-
leagues remember that even after his surgeries, and despite his continuous pains
he always inquired about community projects and continued to volunteer his imgs
to Al-Amin and Ansarco tnc., opening his home for numerous board mestings.

Outside of the Muslim community, Ahmed-Ullah’s interests were many. Ha®
was an avid wrestling fan; tried his hand, albeit unsuccessfully, at cooking i
concactions like peach jam and mushroom curry; and, before his disability,
enjoyed parasailing and scuba diving. _

His wife, Shaheen; his daughters, Noreen, Tabasum and Saara; his sons-ifl=
laws; and his granddaughter, Hebah, survive him.

cal, violent, lustful, irra-
tional—developed during
the colonial period in what I
called Orientalism. The
study of the Other has a lot
to do with the control and
dominance of Europe and
the West generally in the
Islamic world, and it has per-
sisted because it’s based very,
very deeply in religious roots,
where Islam is seen as a kind
of competitor of Christianity.
If you look at the curricula
of most universities and
schools in this country, con-
sidering our long encounter
with the Islamic world, there
is very little there that you
can get hold of that is really
informative about Islam. If
you look at the popular
media, you'll see that the
stereotype that begins with
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Rudolph Valentino in The =%
Sheik has really remained-ants
developed into the transii
tional villain of television b
and film and culture in gen
eral. It is very easy to make
wild generalizations aboul
Islam. All you have to do 18
read almost any issu¢ of |
New Republic and you'll se;!
there the radical evil tHats
associated with Islam, (he
Arabs as having a deprives
culture, and so forth. LI
are impossible gcnerﬂl@ |
tions to make in the UMIEE
States about any other F&E
gious or ethnic group: sl

ISNA Secretary Genets
Dr. Sayyid Muhammad o
Syeed, offering his CON™ 2
lences, said the world
lost a “towering intelle@
and a truth teller.
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IMAM POSITION

AVAILABLE

The Islamic Society of Delaware
(Newark, DE) needs a full-time Imam to
conduct religious services for the Masjid
and soon-to-be-built community center.
The Imam is expected to conduct daily
prayers, halagas, and Qur'an classes.

The candidate must possess:

» ‘Aalim certification or PhD in
Islamic Studies from a recognized
Islamic institute.

» Must be fluent in spoken English.

» Must possess good tajweed.
Hafiz ul Qur'an preferably.

Good salary to commensurate
with experience.

All interested candidates, please contact
Br. Anwar Balkhi (Chairperson, Imam
Selection Committee)

at (302) 898-1880
Fax: (302) 455-1000
E-mail: anwar737 @hotmail.com

PRINCIPAL
&TEACHER
WANTED

Faith Islamic Academy
is seeking resumes from qualified
individuals for principal and
elementary school teachers’ positions.

Candidate must have a Bachelor’s
degree (preferably in education),
and legal working status.

Teaching experience in a U.S.
elementary school is preferred,

Send resumes to:

Faith Islamic Academy
faithislamicacademy@yahoo.com
PO Box 3595
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223

FAX: 775-459-6762
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sion: “Our institution is com-
munity centered. We believe

in total development. We feel
that education should lead to
self-development. This devel-
opment should take place by

of 13.
Dr. Hasan, who came to

University in the U.S., and
Jamia Millia Islamia, Nation-
al High School, and Nehru
College in India. At SIU, he
was a member of Phi Delta
Kappa and Kappa Delta Pi.

18 ISLAMIC HORIZONS NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2003

Pakistan opposes granting
Organization of Islamic Con-

tunities in the U.S., opting to
settle in Kishanganj area, at

started an educational mis-
sion, founding Taleemi Mis-
sion Corps (Educational Mis-
sion Corps), and later
founded an educational jour-
nal Taleemi Biradri (Educa-
tional Brotherhood).
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Living Islam

THE 40TH ANNUAL ISNA CONVENTION

AP
LS i |
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TO FOCUS ON
VALUES THAT IS
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EVERY DAY LIVINC
AND ON WAYS TC
SHARE THEM.

123331

1Up: The world's:
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preads his gems ﬂfmn
"the attorney who I
- stand-up comedian,
ISNA President Dr,
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eeting friends and
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131 Dr. Syeed addresses
n; Flompeﬁng to render
Ne Craator with excellence
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THE 40TH ISNA CONVENTION

e need to be liv-
ing Islam...liv-
ing Islam in the
midst of people
who may be
hostile,” said
ISNA Vice Pres-
ident Dr. Ingnd Mattson, address-
ing the convention’s theme
“Islam: Enduring Values for Daily
Life” drawn from the Qur’anic
verse, “Allah commands justice,
the doing of good, and liberality
to kith and kin, and He forbids all
shameful deeds, and injustice and
rebellion: He instructs you, thatye
may receive admonition.” (16:90)

In the session, “Morality, Decency and
Benevolence: Values that Endure”, Dr.
Matteson added that as Muslims in this
country, belief in promoting good and for-
bidding evil is not enough; belief must be
implemented through avoidance of perva-
sive actions and images that transgress the
boundaries of decency. Societal problems;
harshness of language and discourse; the
exploitation of both men and women; and
violence are some such manifestations. Dr.
Mattson further explained that these are
not manifestations of American or pop cul-
ture, but rather products of the commer-
cial culture that has evolved in this coun-
try. Former ISNA President Dr. Muzammil
Siddiqi addressed this fundamental theme
by enumerating the importance of show-
ing benevolence to all creatures and
humans. He reminded, “Religion is not
about ritualism. Religion is about kind-
ness...about charity.” Both speakers agreed
thatimplementation of the model set forth
in 16:90 is integral in showing the beauty
of Islam to others. Dr. Siddiqi pointed out
that people learn from what they see and
experience; “people will not know the
truth of Islam from the principles of Islam.
People will know the truth of Islam from
the practices of the Muslims.” Dr. Jamal
Badawi, director of the Islamic Informa-
tion Foundation, spoke about the impor-
tance of living according to the Qur’an.

The 40th Annual ISNA Convention
was held in Chicago’s McCormick Center
over Labor Day weekend. The convention
was attended by over 32,000 individuals,
including organizers, representatives
from major Muslim communities and pro-
fessional organizations, and leaders of oth-
ers faiths. ISNA President Dr. Muhammad
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LEGACY OF THE PROPHET. Following the
inaugural session, Dr. Jamal Badawi,
director of the Islamic Information Foun-
dation, and Imam Siraj Wahhaj of Masjid
Al-Taqwa in Brooklyn, NY, spoke about
the historical view of the Prophet (salla
Allahu ‘alayhu wa sallam) and his role in
the lives of modern Muslims. They encour-
aged a reexamination of the Prophet’s life
and left the audience motivated to act in
line with his example. The idea of relay-
ing the Prophet’s message beyond the
borders of Islam was further echoed by
Michael Wolfe and Alex Kronemer, pro-
ducers of the PBS documentary “Muham-
mad: Legacy of a Prophet.”

CROSSROADS FOR AMERICAN MUSLIMS.
Dr. Abd AlHakim Jackson, professor of
Islamic Studies at the University of Michi-
gan, in the session, “Muslims at the Cross-

roads,” stated, “What this generation does
will have an impact on the future of Mus-
lims in America. This is a historically sig-
nificant time and a historically significant
place.” Neither assimilation nor isolation
is the key, Jackson added. The answer is
for Muslims to become indigenous, with-
out sacrificing Islam. Muslim Americans
deserve to have their rights protected just
like other Americans, but they do not
have to sacrifice their personal identities.
The African American Muslim communi-
ty has successfully done so, and other
American Muslims can learn from their
success, Jackson noted.

Learning how to negotiate the situa-
tion is the challenge. Since the tragedies
of September 11th, Muslim Americans
have been under a microscope, and this
has caused them to react in three ways,
said Ameena Jandali, a member of ISNA’s
Maijlis Ash-Shura and co-founder of the
Islamic Networks Group. One group has
chosen the mindset of “living with your
head in the sand.” The second group has
reacted with fear and has pulled away from
Islam. The third group, which more peo-
ple should emulate, has reacted and acted
positively by attempting to educate and
counsel the community, Jandali said.

U.S. Department of Justice
Community Relations Service
(CRS) Director Sharee M. Free-
man spoke in the workshop on
“Presenting ‘Cultural Diversity’
Training About Muslims to Cor-
porations and Law Enforcement
Agencies.”

“The Justice Department is
committed to fighting hate and
intolerance, as they tear at the
very fabric of our great nation, a
fabric that is strengthened by its
diversity of races, religions and

national origins,” said Freeman. She said
that the Convention was “an excellent
opportunity to inform communities
about government services available to
them, as well as to let them know that their
voices are being heard in Washington.”

CRS, a component of the Department
of Justice, offers conflict resolution and
mediation services to communities affected
by issues of race, color, and national origin.

Karima Al-Amin, a lawyer from Atlanta
and wife of Imam Jamil Al-Amin, con-
cluded the session by briefly discussing
Imam Jamil’s incarceration. She said that
his current situation resulted from a
speech he gave in which he said that the
price of freedom is not free. Imam Jamil
has been a significant figure in American
history, and Al-Amin said her husband
does not regret anything he has done to
help shape this country. »
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must be one of love and mercy.” If Mus-
lims are to be people of patience and not
of anger, they should seek strength in
their conduct and behavior through emu-
lation of the Prophet and his community.
He concluded, “Together, with the people
of goodwill, we can change this country
and strengthen it. Worry not about the
wicked in this country, but about what
good we can bring to it.”

HONGORING COMMUNITY SERVICE. Every
year the Community Service Recognition
Luncheon hosted by the ISNA Develop-
ment Foundation honors a member of
the Muslim community with the Mah-
boob Khan Community Service Award.
The award is named after Mahboob Khan
who was known for his devotion to
oppressed Muslims. This year ISNA hon-
ored Dr. Ahmad H. Sakr, who helped
found the Muslim Students’ Association
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top: The ISNA Convention Bazaar showcased
more than 500 booths, offering from DVDs
to books, and jewelry to financial services,
besides booths of nonprofit organizations.
bottom from left: Imam Siraj Wahhaj; ISNA vice
president Dr. Ingrid Mattson, and Dr. John
Esposito of Georgetown University

of the U.S. and Canada (MSA), the pre-
cursor to ISNA. Dr. Muhammad Nur
Abdullah described Dr. Sakr as “a Muslim
who has not only been a pioneer of Islam-
ic work, but has been the founder of [suc-
cessful] organizations.”

The luncheon keynote speaker, Dr.
John Esposito, director of the Center for
Muslim Christian Understanding at
Georgetown University, offered advice on
how Muslims can continue to follow in
Sakr’s footsteps. He said ISNA has come a
long way in only 40 years, but only con-
tinued help from volunteers will allow the
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91-1- enges can be turneq inEo ki
’s. The Muslim couehy potat ap

that talks about the iSsties 3

convenient check. One hyg

to be stand up and be countegn Vil

MARKING DIVERSITY. The seqst
Among Latino Americang

Jjamin Perez, a Natiye Ameri

from Carlsbad, NM, whg s are
sonal experiences about discoye
Juan Galvan, a Mexican Ame
p ted some striking stagg

Hispanic Muslims; said Liu;ino: B
Islam is on the rise, simply “Beca
the truth.” .-t\b('iu]—Samad’Rum
accepted Islam 22 yearg ago an,
the Islamic Institute in Gran:

the state of Islam in Spain. D Un
AbdAllah, also, spoke of his exper
Spain and encouraged eryone,

ly Hispanics, to visit. "Da’wah in S

tremendous potential,” he said. (§
mation about Islam among La
www.hispanicmuslims.com and :
odawah.org).

SERVING COMMUNITY NEEDS,

awareness is very low among the
ulation, with very little p
action.” Based on this'
voiced by Naveed Akhtar,;
of the Health Fair Co
ISNA ran a free, week
health program geared

ing Muslims about health 8

Akhtar, also, encourage

to learn how to stay heal

ing out that the “lifestyl

here are very dormant

need to become more

The Matrimonial Refs

vices fulfilled another vital commit
need. Among other things, they il
mal event at the convention, Wil
Muslims met with other si{lgl__
appropriate manner and seting,
intentions of pursuing marnafg?f--’ :
Dahleh, vice-chair of the Matrif
vices, chose to serve on the €O
because he understands the' 1i
and the need forsuch a serVi'Ce mt
munity. “Traditionally, immigrail
families seek a spouse for t'helr.
by inquiring within their circle
dants that include cxtend_ed fam
bers and close friends,” said
most families [in AmeriC?l] this
not nearly sufficient to ?ude ‘__[!o'
lims] in pursuit of marriage :
al Referral Services has tried ""I
ods to match their services W1 =
of single Muslims, said c:hai.fl" i
neem Qadeer; this year, onc

!

the Dow Jones

Islamic Fund

1

‘Markets Fluctuate...Principles Don’t.”

fessionally manage your money based on the universal

al principles of Islam.

il saving for your most important dreams:
* A New Home « Your Children’s Education

+ Retirement « Hayjj

www.investaaa.com

1877 417 6161

E WATERHOUSE Ameritrade”

for -.];T;ﬂhaﬁon. including fees and expenses, obtain a free prospectus by calling 1 877 417 6161. Please read the prospectus
K 3. Qua istri i .
Mmdguaa H sazglifs:-:nt?nlgg[«sjn&:?&mnn;it,«rilzﬂig:me bean lleansad for use by Allied Asset Advisors, Inc in connection with the fund. The fund is not sponsored, endorsed, sold, or

EPreseniation regarding the advisabsity of investing in the fund,




FRRRRAD

THE 40TH ISNA CONVENTION

clockwise from bottom: Selecting books in the Bazaar;
The Friday sermon; Dr. M. Munir Chaudry,
IFANCA; Imam Mohamed Magid Ali, ADAMS;
ISNA President Dr. Muhammad Nur Abdullah
with Dr. Muzammil Siddiqi, right, and Dr. lhsan
Pagby; Shaykh Hamza Yusuf delivers another
inspiring lecture; Native Deen inspire with a beat,

li_n'ii‘led to ages 26 and younger; another
session for 27 and older; and the third ses-
sion, on Sunday, was open to all ages.

ENCOURAGING YOUTH. “One,” said
Mohammed Abdul Hai, director of the
Islamic Center of Chicago, when asked how
many girls participated in ISNA’s Fourth
Annual Qjrat Competition. Samia Mubarak
was the only girl out of the 32 final contes-
tants. The criteria for judging were recita-
tiqn, ‘memorization and lajwid; seventy
points were allotted to the prior c:n.eqoﬁ
and thirty to the latter. Mohammad N, Sha-
reef, the competition organizer, stressed
the aim and necessity of the competition,
“We have to keep Qur’an on our minds and
the minds of the youth. By having these
competitions and giving a cash incentive,
we can encourage people to memorize the
Qur'an and encourage the young hafiz to
keep their memory intact so they will be
ready to lead Taraweeh pr:n-'ers.{‘ In the
complete memorization category, Zaid She-
lia placed first, Ammar Haq placed second,
and Ahmed Khorshid placed third. In the
15 juz category, Syed Sadad Ali placed first,
Ayub Mohiuddin was second, and Hisham
Mohammad Dawood was third. In the 5 Juz
category, Afif Khaja placed first, Akram
Rajab was second, and Fawad Fitter was
third. Next year, the organizers hope to
have p:'el—rcgisrmtiml so that more people
can PFtI'LlCi‘pElEB thereby making the com-
petition an even larger success.

SAVING CIVIL RIGHTS. The Bush Administra-
tion’s assault on civil rights has compelled
Muslims to act. In the session entitled The
PATRIOT Act in Action, CAIR attorney,
Khurrum Wahhid, explained how the Act
gives t‘.(}ﬂ{.l'{]\-'t_’!‘.i'iﬂ] new powers o the gov-
ernment, jeopardizing specific levels of pri-
vacy. This act includes a “sneak-and-peak”
provision that permits law enforcement offi-
cers to search an individual’s premises with-
out the individual’s knowledge. This Act has
notcompletely taken away rights, but rather,
has simply made it more difficult for Mus-
lims to enforce their rights, Wahhid
explained. He declared, “The USA PATRIOT
Act has dented our constitution, but,
instead of living in silence about certain
accusations, assert your rights. The only one
that you should fear is Allah."

Joshua Salaam of CAIR in Washington,
D.C. stressed the importance of reporting
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{GION IS NOT ABOUT RITUALISM. RELIGION
BUT KINDNESS... ABOUT CHARITY.” —
iER ISNA PRESIDENT DR. MUZAMMIL SIDDIQ!.

Development in Virginia, and Hamdy
ElSawaf, executive director, Islamic Cen-
ter of Minnesota. Dr. Abdul Basit served
as moderator. Kam-Almaz, who has trav-
eled to Bosnia and Kosovo, pointed out,
“It’s not stress that is the problem, but it
is how we respond. For when Allah loves
a servant, He will challenge him to his
ability.”

El-Sawaf stated that the only way to sur-
vive these ordeals is through iman, which
“is not a wishful thing, but takes work.” He
added that “salah is the best stress man-
agement” because it integrates a kind of
meditation and reminder and, at the

same time, places things in perspective
and channels anger.

MUSLIM MINORITIES AROUND THE WORLD.
Journalist Allison Weir, addressing the
panel on “Islamic & Christian Perspectives
on Middle East,” stressed the need for
change in American attitudes toward
Zionist atrocities. The average American
remains uninformed about the deaths in
the Middle East because others do not tell
them, she said. Weir, who traveled to Pales-
tine to discover the other side of the news,
said, “In the first six months of the first
Intifada, they [the media] had omitted the
deaths of 88 Palestinian children.” Israel,
said Weir, shoots and beats journalists all
the time. The necessity is to awaken the
“sleeping giant™—the American public—
and expose the tru th, she stressed. Expand-
ing on these ideas, Mustafa Abu Sway spoke
of the relationship between the Israelis
and Palestinians. He said, “Not even in
your wildest imagination would you know
the steps they [Israelis] take to make life
difficult for us.” Another panel focused on
“Kashmir: The Gateway to South Asian
Peace and Prosperity.”
Dr. Ayyub Thukkar, president of the
World Kashmiri Freedom Movement,
said the Kashmiri movement
appears as a Hindu-Muslim
struggle, but activists main-
tain that the issue of Kashmir
is one of nationalism, not reli-
gion, since most Kashmiris, if
given a choice, would choose
total independence. Edward
Hasbrouk, author of the Prac-
tical Nomad travel book series,
explained that this, however,
does not make the Kashmiri
g struggle a secessionist move-
= ment since it has never been
part of an established nation. Many Amer-
icans, he said, who consider themselves as
part of the peace movement, do not con-
cern themselves with the Kashmiri issue as
they equate it with stereotypical Islamic
fundamentalism. Further, Americans
draw no distinction between India and
South Asia, and thus have trouble under-
standing any anti-India sentiment in the
region. In order to increase American
support for the Kashmiri cause, it is nec-
essary to educate the public with un-pro-
pagandized, citizen journalism.

ATTAINING SERENITY. Imam Mohamed
Magid Ali and Daoud Nassimi of the All-
Dulles Area Muslim Society (ADAMS)
spoke about reaching a state of prayer in
which the benefit of worship is maximized.
Dr. Muhammad Nur Abdullah added, “Our
ultimate goal is worshipping Allah and
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obeying his commands.” He explained that
our ibadah should please Allah, not us.
Allah sent down the wahi to teach us how
to do ibadah properly. Our nafs has a choice
between obedience and disobedience,
between taqwah and fujul. We can train and
develop our naf§ to obey Allah, or we can
be reluctant; it is our choice, our jihad. As
humans, we struggle,
and our naf is divid-
ed between right
and wrong. The five
salawat train us and
bring us closer to
Allah and the right
path. Former ISNA
President Dr. Muzam-
mil Siddiqui stated
that there are two
aspects of develop-
ment: developing
your own self and
developing your soul.
Prophet Muhammad
said, “If the heart is
good, everything will
be good.” Dr. Sid-
diqui said the heartis the “seat of the soul,”
our “spirit.”

from left: Bishop Edwin
Conway, Rev. Robert
Reynolds, and

Dr. Syeed joined
speakers of others
faiths to stess unity

CARING FOR EDUCATION. The panel on
“Building Islamic Schools in Your Com-
munity” attracted record attendance. Dr.
Abdalla Idris Ali, Dr. Yasmeen Qadri, Dr.
Safaa Zarzour, and Yusuf Islam addressed
issues related to Islamic education. It was
stated that families in North America are
turning to the Islamic school as an answer
to their differences with public schools.
Therefore, it is becoming increasingly
vital to build and develop competitive
Islamic schools to meet the demand. The
speakers stressed the integration of regu-
lar subjects with Islamic studies.

The session entitled “Is Our Character
Development Curriculum Succeeding?”
brought together Dr. Abdullah Idris Alj, a
member of the board of trustees of the
Islamic Teaching Center and a keynote
speaker, Yusuf Islam and Edriss Khamissa.
Dr. Ali, who acknowledged deficiencies,
stressed the necessity of improving the
character development curriculum within
the Islamic school system.

IBERR, the Islamic Board of Education-
al Research and Resources (www.iberr.com),
is headed by Yusuf Islam who explained
that “in the West, we are struggling against
an environment [with] no perception of
Islamic culture and values.” Furthermore,
many schools are inclined to compete with
others and isolate themselves. IBERR is striv-
ing to break these barriers and unite
schools through the flow of ideas and devel-
opment of textbooks. »
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Understanding Among Al

where there was ac-
tually more talk
than food,” remarked IS-

‘ ‘ I t was a banquet

NA Secretary General Dr.
Sayyid Muhammad
Syeed, referring to the 6th
Annual ISNA Interfaith
Unity Banquet. “We need
more occasions where
people of different faiths
can come together and
talk, talk, talk.”

ISNA Vice President
Dr. Ingrid Mattson; Irfan
Kareem, chair of the
Council of Islamic Orga-
nizations of Greater
Chicago; Dr. Bob Edgar,
executive director of the
National Council of
Churches; former U.S.
Ambassador to Guyana
Ron Goddard; and other
faith group and civic lead-
ers addressed the dinner.

Rev. Edgar reminded
that we live in a world that
is diverse and that more
interfaith work. is essen-
tial. He stated that God is
calling us to be witnesses
and to live in peace and
justice. This is our
“weapon of mass construc-
ton,” and we must knock
on each other’s doors and
open up our hands and
our hearts. We need to
interact with other inter-
faith groups and build
one-on-one, personal rela-
tionships with each other;
we should get to know
each other as individuals.
Edgar concluded by saying
that people of the faith
need to have an “owl’s eye

to see in the dark.”

Tom Whittle, senior
editor of Freedom Maga-
zine, stated that truly

“freedom-loving” people
can overcome the “hatred
and venom” the world
holds against others. Oth-
er faiths are joining hands
with Muslims to battle
drugs and other problems
that penetrate all faiths
and societies. Whittle
believes that conflicts can
be resolved by interfaith
groups coming together to
defeat social decay; “reli-
gions can, once again,
walk in harmony. Let us
walk together, let us talk
together, let us make a
difference,” he said.

Reverend Susan Tay-
lor, emphasizing the
importance of working
together, cautioned, “Evil
and men will often try to
divide us, but if we stand
together, united, under
God, we will win.” To bet-
ter ourselves and our
communities, “each indi-
vidual must decide to be
great and for his society to
be great.” We must work
hard to remove hate and
evil from this world, for
“happiness and strength
endure only in the
absence of hate.”

Dr. Daniel Vestal,
coordinator of the Coop-
erative Baptist Fellowship
offered his regrets about
the Islamophobic state-
ments issued by some
Baptists and assured that
“there are other Baptist

Christians, a5
Chrlstlans from
ditions, whoge Wﬂrdg'
deeds are different s,
those often yon
ed in the mg
We desire yp
standing COomm
l’llty and comp
cause.”
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message, 1o 1
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God and to fulfill
will in this country and
the world.” |
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USA, reminded, “I}
we are at a moment in
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from different faith'
tions must find ways
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human destiny and
mon concerns.”
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THE 40TH ISNA CONVENTION

The panel on “Funding College Edu-
cation” stressed that it is vital for Muslims
to be serious about saving for college,
since Islam places great emphasis on edu-
cation. Safaa Zarzour, Suhaib Quadri, and
Omar Hayder introduced various funding
avenues, responded to questions, and
reminded the audience that, no matter
how old a child is, there are avenues by
which a parent can get involved and save
some money before the child is ready to
enter college.

Youth training experts, Ekram Beshir
and his wife Dr. Rida Beshir, shared their
experiences and advice on raising chil-
dren with the proper Islamic values. Dr.
Beshir related values that are critical in
the life of a child, including the love of
Allah and the acceptance and apprecia-
tion of His guidance. It is very important
to instill this value at an early age because
it will grow inside the child, and children
will, thereby, learn to differentiate
between right and wrong. The Beshirs
reminded that real happiness is living
within the boundaries of Islam without
being isolated; “we shouldn’t raise chil-
dren that are completely isolated from or
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affected by the society. Our children
should have both worlds, but should con-
tribute positively to the community.”

he panel on “Muslims in the
Media" brought together Tariq
Jalil, an NBC producer; Rashid
Gazi, founder of a sports enter-
lainment  agency, Michael
Wolfe and Alex Kronemar, the directors
and producers of PBS’s “Mohammed:
Legacy of a Prophet”; Geneive Abdo,
Chicago Tribune religion reporter; and
Rumana Hussain, areporter for the Chica-
go Sun Times. Ms. Hussain said that she
sees a change occurring in the news in
that there exist a new breed of journalists
that are more knowledgeable about Islam.
Each of the panelists encouraged the
audience to get involved in the media.
CAIR conducted a panel on “Setting
Up a Media Watchdog” where speakers,
Rabiah Ahmed, Ibrahim Hooper, and
Helal Omaira dealt with how the individ-
ual can make an impact on how Islam is
perceived and displayed in their local
media. The “watchdog” would involve the
community and help it effectively com-

I]'n_lﬂ?u:zltt': with the loca] medliy
munity, Or an appointed l]'lé;;
look for factual errors, unbaly o,
age, editorializing of new s‘tr"“':
headlines that do not reflegy. Oriesy
reality. In addition the p{?rsu;-l %
lim community, that is cl_ing-‘;‘
dog, must be able to ICCLi\;.t:lyr
concerns to the media. It wag g
the “watchdog” idea doe .
ate, but to communicate
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THE 40TH ISNA CONVENTION

about it. Don’t get too emotional, stay
rational and give logical answers. Lastly,
don’t be afraid to say you don’t know. Try
to win the heart not the argument.” Al-
Marayati made three points, “Answers
should be succinct, be pithy, and short
answers are better.” He added that there
are four areas we need to win over/impact:
attention, respect, mind, and heart. He,
also, said, “We need to make it clear that
we are proud to be Muslims today on this
earth.” Badawi explained how to explain
misconceptions about the term jihad.

POLITICAL ACTIVISM. Former U.S. Senator
Carol Moseley Braun, a democratic presi-
dendal candidate, addressed the conven-
tdon and compared the civil liberties strug-
gle of Muslim Americans today to the civil
rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s.
She reminded, “The Islamic community
today is faced with a new version of an old
struggle. My late mother used to say, it does-
n’t matter whether you came to this coun-
try on the Mayflower or on a slave ship,
through Ellis Island or the Rio Grande.
We’re all in the same boat now.” Another
Democratic candidate Rep. Kucinich (D-
OH), also, addressed the convention,
severely berating the Bush administration
for the illconceived attack on Iraq.

Dr. Louay Safi addressed the session
“Need for Islamic Democracies” and stat-
ed, “The only way to support democracy is
to make sure that Islam is the basis for that
democracy.” Dr. Badawi, Dr. Rafik Beekun,
and Dr. Jamal Barzinji, also, spoke on this
issue and discussed leadership through
emulation of the example of Prophet
Muhammad. Dr. Badawi reminded the
audience, “Not only did he do the right
things, he did the right things rightly,” and
added, “People, not systems, will be able
to challenge the status quo.”

FIRSTS IN THE ARTS. Another subject of
growing interest is the emphasis on devel-
oping, creating, and celebrating Muslim
art. In addition to the art exhibit and a
joint ISNA-MSA program organizing dif-
ferent creative forces, ranging from hip-
hop to calligraphy, ISNA held its 2nd
Annual Film Festival.

This year was the first time ISNA held
an open, nationwide call for artists to sub-
mit their work. Submissions included Ara-
bic calligraphy; abstract paintings; digital
photography; watercolor on paper; pen
and ink mixed with various media; and
even some original comic strips. “The col-
ors caught my eye first, then the Islamic
calligraphy,” said Yasmeen Khan, a con-
ference attendee from Long Island, NY.
One featured artist, Huda Totonji, a grad-
uate student at George Mason University,
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displayed various pieces of art that not
only express her devotion to Islam, but
are, also, expressions of being a Muslim
woman. She continues a glorious tradition
of Muslims who have long been known for
their artistic expression.

The film festival, entitled “In Our Voic-
es,” celebrated many different genres of
films, from professional documentaries
such as PBS’s “Muhammad: Legacy of a
Prophet” to “Perils of Prayer,” a five-
minute short film by students from the
University of Dallas. Though documen-
taries were the majority, there were a few
films submitted in the fiction category.
The viewers and filmmakers had the
opportunity to interact with one another
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“WHAT THIS GENERATION DOES WILL HAVE AN
IMPACT ON THE FUTURE OF MUSLIMS
IN AMERICA.” —DR. ABD ALHAKIM JACKSON

in an exchange of ideas and experiences.
“It bridges the gaps,” said Shaziya Sid-
diqui, an attendee at the Film Festival,
about the importance of art in Islam.
Maneeza Igbal of Kansas City, KS, also,
found the film festival very interesting.

For the first time this year, ISNA dedi-
cated two and a half hours solely to enter-
tainment. The session featured a comedian,
hip-hop groups, spoken word poetry, and
accapella singing. Stand-up artist Azhar
Usman delighted his fans with jibes, such as
renaming the Muslim Students’ Association
to Matrimonial Students’ Association. “I
think it’s important that Muslims express
themselves and that ISNA is providing a
forum for them to do this. It shows the
importance of entertainment. They gave a
block of time to them,” said Naziya Hasan,
who attended the entertainment session.
The entertainment session, also, allowed
fans of MYNA raps to go back in time and
hear Sons of the Crescent and Native Deen.
Many audience members who had grown
up listening to the groups sang along with
the lyrics. Sami Yusuf got the crowd involved
by clapping while he sang “Meditation.”

“Expressions of Faith,” the Islamic arts
discussion panel was addressed by film-
maker Zarqa Nawaz who screened two of
her films, “BBQ Muslims” and “Death
Threat”, that explore, with a satirical sense
of humor, issues pertinent to the Muslim
community. Jorge “Fabel” Pabon, vice
president of the Rock Steady Crew, spoke
about his involvement with dance and hip-
hop. Pabon addressed questions from the
audience about how he balances what he
does with Islamic values.

This session brought up a lot of con-
cerns from those who want to pursue arts

your success or lack thereof,
neurship opportunities are eve;}éa-i
be diligent and aware, and always
ber, ‘Salesmanship is the essence
preneurialism.”” Those who are i
in entrepreneurial support, he
visit the Organization of Pakis
preneurs of North America’s (OPE!
site (www.open-us.org), which, ¢
name, is open to all Muslims.
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MSA STORY, FINAL IN A SERIES OF FOUR PARI
IN THE EARLY 60s AND 70s, A generation of Muslims came to the U5

search of a brighter future. When they arrived, they realized that therc

something missing from this picture perfect American Dream; they realize dh

. c : 10T
one of their most valuable assets had been left behind. These young immig!

who came from a variety of places including Iraq, Iran, India, Syria, Lebano

Egypt and Pakistan, not only left behind their homelands, but, also, their clos
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HUSLIN.-STUDENTS' ASSOCIATION |

U.S. & CANADA
‘~| Vk,--—-.

(from left) MSA LEADERS REACH OUT TO MEMBERSHIP: Dr. Salem
Omeish, a former president, addresses a meeting. Abdullah Adhami
addresses the 1997 East Zone Conference. Mohammad Islam, west

Zone representative (1996). Former ISNA President Dr. Muzammil
Siddiqi addresses a West Zone conference. Asad Siddiqui mans the
MSA booth at the 1936 national conference.

Y SABRINA ENAYATULLA

't lamilies, Their families and the larger Muslim communities seemed to be
Ietime away. This shared sentiment, coupled with the bond of belief, led the
migrant, Muslim students to yearn for the establishment of an organization
! would foster unity and a sense of identity, as well as facilitate networking,
pus awareness, and interfaith dialogue. Thus, the Muslim Student Associ-
" of the US and Canada was born, and a new breed of Muslim student

lere ’
'3 emerged, leaders who now had a voice to encourage the development
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MSA STORY:

of community on campus, and in the larg-
er society.

Ghulam Nabi Fai, then a graduate stu-
dent at Temple University, served as vice
president in the original MSA; he later
became the first president of the post-
ISNA MSA, now identified as MSA Nation-
al. He served as president for two terms
between 1985-1989, and he is currently
the executive director of the Washington-
based Kashmiri American Council (KAC).

Dr. Fai remembers that when he took
charge of MSA in 1985, there were four
major Muslim organizations in North
America-ISNA; the New York City-based
Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA);
the Chicago-based Muslim American
Community led by Imam Warith Deen
Muhammad; and the Atlanta, GA-based
Islamic Community led by Imam Jamil al-
Amin. “None of these organizations, how-
ever, catered to the needs of the students.
What they needed was an organization
formed by them, for them and the many
others who would come after.” Dr. Fai
explains, “The MSA was established to
provide, and make sure that there was, an
identity for Muslim students in America.
There was a need to preserve a lot of what
the first migrating students brought with

them. We also needed a dialogue between
faiths because most college students are
open-minded it was that much easier.”
When Dr. Fai became president of
MSA, the organization was in transition;
ithad lost some ofits original momenturm,
but its mission remained clear. The mis-
sion was to be a campus run organization
that would serve as a forum in which Mus-
lim students would feel comfortable and
be able to share their ways of life with each
other. The MSA, also, became an arena
for training in leadership skills; it engaged
younger students and trained them for
future leadership positions on campus, as
well as in the larger Muslim community.

THE EMERGENCE
OF ISNA, WITH

ITS FOCUS ON THE
NEEDS OF
COMMUNITIES AND
PROFESSIONALS,
ALLOWED THE MSA
TO WORK ENTIRELY
FOR STUDENTS.
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MSA STORY: THE NEW MSA

major accomplishments was the estab-
lishment of an executive board in which
both men and women participated in
decision-making; “men and women had
been separate when it came to the exec-
utive board. I felt that it was time that the
sisters had an equal say in the running of
the MSA.” “Important issues were often
times looked at by the men, rather than
the women. I wanted to make sure that
the sisters had the opportunity tositin the
executive committee,” he recalls.

As the MSA progressed, both socially
and nationally, the organizational struc-
ture grew stronger. Simultaneously, the
original members grew older. Although
MSA had played a crucial role in their lives
as students, their lifestyles were changing.
Most of them had completed Masters and
Doctoral degrees. Many of them got mar-
ried, settled down and began raising fami-
lies. MSA, which was originally formed sole-
ly for immigrant students, had successfully
fulfilled its purpose. Nevertheless, the
adult Muslims had new and different
needs. The Islamic Society of North Amer-
ica (ISNA) was established, and it appealed
to and was able to cater to the needs of the
adult Muslims. “The reason that members
of the MSA felt it was necessary to expand

and become members of an established
ISNA was because they were now profes-
sionals,” Dr. Fai explains. "When ISNA
began, the idea wasn’t to turn MSA into
ISNA because they were both extremely
valid. It was just that the previous members
of MSA grew up. Getting married, starting
families and careers, they were facing dif-
ferent life issues outside of their college
communities,” Dr. Omeish clarifies.
ISNA’s main priority and objective was
to connect the community nationally and
interpersonally. Helping families, chil-
dren, schools and social groups in North
America was primary. “ISNA became an
Islamic solution helping communities
with their affairs, education, political, and
religious ideas. It was a constituency that
MSA just couldn’t reach. They became
like an umbrella organization for other
Muslim organizations,” describes Dr.
Omeish. “We had MCA, which wanted to
unite communities, but it didn’t fly for
long. MSA was focused for college cam-
puses and then there was ISNA, which
assumed its role and took its focus and
resources and geared it toward diversity in
the community.” ISNA gained the spot-
light due to its professional membership,
experienced leadership and quest for a

strong and unified Mysl;
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tions were still the same, ¢, tl Org
were different. ISNA br:‘g;u":;'1 o
communities, mosques
thcre:ri MSA continued 1o fo
mgand guiding studens Lhmu
time on campus. ISNA anq ME&
to two different audience
an important role. Harmoygpy o
animam and the director uf'I'éI;I
ley in Southern CA, explains =
establishment of ISNA didn’y 3
thing away from the ultimage 1 1
the MSA. “ISNA became the l
evolution.” He said. “People, i
started families, and we needpd

S, Vel eag

munity organization, not one only
college days. ISNA meant the t)il'r‘tlliT il

ers and thinkers, and the MSA
meant to be left behind, it was i :
sition.” Dr. Ahmed Totonji, a
pioneers of the MSA, agrees an

the emergence of ISNA, with its fo ci

the needs of communities and
sionals, allowed the MSA to work e
for students. It allowed the MSA |
its three major roles: providing a
turing an Islamic environment.

members; enriching each other in kiow
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ptinuous interaction with

L co
A I‘O‘:‘gh and training Muslims to

- with others.

psition from MSA to ISNA was
eeded, but DOt €asy. “In a sense, it
e daughter giving birth to a moth-
en bzing left an orphan for a few
| - Fai says- But the vision and mis:

MSA. he adds, “never changed.’
recognizes that “ISNA became
nore relevant for the time, and
more effort from different
istrations. MSA was always in neces-
fheyounger g€ neration.” The orig-
;ﬁlbt‘.l‘s of MSA, now active mem-
" [SNA. never doubted that MSA

1 return full force; “MSA never lost

we always knew it was needed,”
sl adds.

Iy 1985, there was an extreme need for

stident run organization at the
level, if not the national level. So

nd his team began a series of train-

A GAINED THE

POTLIGHT DUE T0

BROFESSIONAL
&PT0

programs “More than a hundred peo-

¢ to the first training project in
1sey,” he recalled. “The results were
Funding, office space, and atten-

tom the local press were only a few

ks of the efforts in New Jersey.
dership training has always been

al part of the MSA’s growth. One
the leadership program was the
pitient and publication of the Train-
de for Islamic Workers by Hisham
Today, this publication has been
led into 95 languages and is not
g used in North America, but,
many Muslim countries worldwide.

o "-‘ﬂl} one example of North Amer-

¢ literature being exported to

O the Muslim world.
also, remembers his efforts to
- tiny MSA chapter at Temple
“" Once again. “I contacted and
Hiree or four MSA former pres-
i spent days trying to gain some

- Wisdom1 and experience. Along

t1 k:‘m:_w. I knew we had to re-
terms for Muslim students.”

' b;q:};]mrmd on the mission. They
1€ special selection of the
_W31Gl!tfr)1.l1'agcd interfaith dia-
Aleatye Oached topics relevant to
he time.” Dr, Fai says. “Every-

thing from the use and abuse of cocaine
to American family life.” They, also, pur-
sued involvement with the student gov-
emment. A Muslim student was running
for the position of vice president, and
MSA members actively supported her.
This strategy of approaching the student
body was a winning one.

By the early 90’s, the MSA was on its
way back into the college student’s life,
but resources and funding were minimal.
“MSA students and leaders lost some of
their trained leadership and in a way, it
was time for the MSA to start all over
again,” Dr. Fai says. “We started getting a
lot of help because everyone had the same
dream. We wanted the MSA to flourish.”
Dr. Omeish, who currently works for a
nonprofit organization and is a volunteer
chaplain at George Washington Universi-
ty, recalls the MSA being located in the
ISNA headquarters in Indiana. “When I
first came to work with the MSA in 1991,
we were struggling to establish a national
headquarters. It was finally established in
Washington, DC, signaling an indepen-
dent entity, but aligned with ISNA.”

Between 1991-1993, the MSA began
pushing for unification in order to pro-
vide students with direction, opportunity
and the ability to take ownership in the
organization. Armed with a brand new
generation of leaders, the new MSA
became active again. “When MSA became
active once again, it came back with a
restructured administration.” Harmoush
says. “It was very important to accommo-
date Muslim students in a higher level
organization. They needed to share activ-
ities at universities and discuss both local
and national problems atlarge. Having an
organization like the MSA is very emo-
tional, personal and spiritual for student’s
daily lives as Muslims.”

Today’s MSA is the product of extreme
determination and focus. Expanding the
MSA and providing for the needs of Mus-
lim students remains the foundation. Altaf
Husain, the immediate past president and
a doctoral student at Howard University,
shared some shortterm goals he has for
students and the association as a whole.
“We want to facilitate the establishment of
MSA chapters, affiliate and sustain affilia-
tion of MSA chapters and promote devel-
opment of MSA councils.” He says, “We
are, also, coordinating Islam Awareness
events such as the Ramadan fast-a-thon
and the upcoming national food collec-
tion drive.” They are hoping for a full-time
office in the future, but this vision will need
more than just an empty building. “We
need a $1,000,000 endowment fund and
membership of at least 100,000 Muslim stu-
dents,” he said, adding with a smile, “We
also have to complete a 4-year curriculum
for Islamic study circles!” The MSA would,
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MSA STORY: THE NEW MSA
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also, like to train MSA alumni to become
op an MSA alumni network. Setting such

seems like a daunting task, but much of the

commitment to Islamic work.” Husain
explained. Since each student is different,

nize and acknowledge this. “Some students
may often experience a ‘culture shock’
upon discovering for the first time the
Islamic lifestyle of other Muslim students.

helps to lessen the shock and over time,

insha’ Allah, helps the person become

comfortable living the Islamic lifestyle.”
One of the goals that has been passed

onto ISNA and that the MSA has contin- SINCE THE MSA

ued to pursue with full dedication is inter- REE
faith dialogue. Having worked previously

with only the Abrahamic religions, Chris- MI D"
tianity and Judaism, they have expanded BEE
their horizons and are now dialoging A
between many other faiths. “Interfaith dia- “r H AT
logue is extremely important. Now, this
dialogue has further spread and Muslims

he choice for a Muslim | ance: “He who finds relief for
collegian is to find an someone who is hard pressed,
empty classroom in Allah (Subhanahu wa Ta‘ala)
which to pray, survive will make things easy for him
on tuna and eggs, turn to a in the Hereafter” (Sahih Mus-
non-Muslim counselor in lim, Book 35, 6518).
times of distress, or seek As Muslim student popula-
some degree of religious tions grow, the struggle contin-
accommodation. A Muslim ues. In pilot surveys conducted
student’s college years are during 2002, Muslim students
shaped by a variety of factors, | prioritized various types of
and an environment con- religious accommodation. The
ducive to living Islam enrich- | highest was the provision of
es the experience. Establish- prayer rooms, followed by cur-
ing certain religious riculum development, Muslim
accommodations eases many imams/ counselors, halal/zabi-
daily struggles. ha food, funds for MSAs, Mus-
Over the years, MSAs have | lim housing, holidays, and ath-
made great strides in getting letic facilities.
college and university admin- Those working for reli-
istrations to address their gious accommodation
members’ needs. To date, encounter common chal-
there are more than 90 Mus- lenges as they strive to make
lim prayer rooms, 15 halal campuses more “Muslim-
food programs, and a hand- friendly.” Among them are:
ful of Muslim housing com- B Identifying contacts. Regu-
plexes and Muslim imams on | lar MSA activities are not usu-
North American campuses. ally geared toward staff in
The students are guided by facilities management, hous-
Prophet Muhammad’s (salla ing, or dining services. Before
Allah ‘alayhi wa sallam) guid- proposing certain changes to
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are dealing with all religions, which is a
trainers for the MSA National and to devel- greatimprovement,” Dr. Omeish reminds.
This is not the only change. Today, the
high goals and working to achieve them MSA. is enlarging its focus. Husain points
out, “The original MSA, even until the
challenge comes from the diversity of the mid-1990s, encouraged chapters to focus
students. “Muslim students come to col- on students who chose to participate in the
lege with diverse backgrounds and levels of MSA, helping them to survive as Muslims
on campus. MSA National today maintains
a dual focus on the well being of the indi-
Husain says, they may face different obsta- | vidual Muslim student, as well as the chap-
cles and stresses. It is important to recog- | ter as an organization. The goal is to help
the Muslim student, whether he or she is
involved in the MSA or not, to thrive as a
Muslim student on campus. MSA Nation-
al promotes da’wah to Muslims as well as
Regular participation in MSA activities | students, faculty and staff of other faiths.”
He sees this as important because one stu-
dent may seek involvement in the MSA,
while another “approaches the MSA with

accommodate a religious
Ppractice, they must navigate
administrative hurdles to find
the right contacts. As few col-
leges and universities have
Muslim administrators who
could liaise between students
and administrators, the pro-
posal might not make it to
the right desk or might be
given low priority.

B Communicating needs.
Once the proper contacts are
identified, MSAs should know
how to express their needs as
Muslim students. A central
challenge centers on the
word need and convincing
administrators that the pro-
posed accommodation
reflects a religious need, not
a luxury.

B Effective techniques. In the
absence of communication
networks and resources,
MSAs may unknowingly use
techniques that have failed
repeatedly. For example,
mass petitions tend to be
ineffective. Similarly, legal
arguments should be a sup-

ambivalence and is
in MSA activities unleg
tion is extended to him o
ed friend or colleague.”

While MSA Nationa]
pendent national stug
SETVes as an active affiliate of jgn
ing the benefits of ISNA resouy
as the convention and 4 .
Without this, colle
nationwide would miss
Husain encourages stud
pate in ISNA cony
that the MSA gives students
opportunity that they will not ex]
elsewhere. “Students shouy]
conferences,

plementary tool that

only sparingly and
required.
B Muslim student

tation. Once a religis

accommodation is
success hinges an'i

sell the religionus
tion to both adm

and Muslim students
tionally, the Mushiny

who felt most co

the cause could have

dation is granted
accommodations; s
halal food, are
granted on a trial
trial period fails
the accommoda
revoked. Reinstad

involve convincing
i {2l

trators that 1lule
changed drast

Today, MSA Na
coordinates the:

accommodations s

through 2 chairp

: |
fchair@msa-nationas

}ikely 10 pag
§ 4 Persong)
T hey frony 4

thry VEs as
ent hyg

he prof
g¢8 and upjya
out op.
udents o)
entons, buti papy

d still
' but the MSA chapter
vides many more frequent, in
opportunities for sma!lgmup dis
to help the student clarify aspects
religion as well as the Islamic
Conferences provide an oppd !
THE become motivated about Islam ang:
s lims, to socialize with family and f
and other Muslims, and to netwo;

ON other Muslims,” stresses Husain,
Since the MSA reemerged in the
1990s, it has been focused on g
relevant issues that students face ol
an organization we are responsive f

| mecds, and reform-oriented not
s n";ﬁg-‘,,niz;uional level but also at
;u:ﬂ level,” says Husain. This rel-
jas led © the restoration of confi-
B oung Muslims. The thing Husain
20170 GA’s greatest accomplishment
':-,'Flehirﬂ"l- “MSA National is a viable,
e ssroofs organization that is rel-

: SpONSIVE and reform-oriented.

:;I;]Ulﬂbcl' of affiliates has risen
betiveen 60-75 to 175.” _
ot all of the goals MSA has set, its
ective, still, remains to work with
ons that serve young Muslims in
erica. “One of our organization-
is to foster greater cooperation and
oration between MSA National and
tions whose mission in whole or in
rve Muslim youth,” Husain adds.
ational is, also, the training ground
amically-inclined Muslim youth who
* Allah comprise a majority of

- row's community.” MSA would like to

and empower students to be able

e anyissues concerning Muslim Amer-

sWe want to mobilize Muslim stu-
1o deal with both domestic and inter-
issues of concern to the Muslim
aunity and society at large,” states
,adding, “MSA National also pro-
ollaboration with organizations
mary focus is on social justice
, but whose members are students of
faiths.”

separate generations, with the
ion, contributed to the birth and

wvih of MSA. Although each took a dif-

it approach, the dream of a place
Muslim Americans could share and
their identities never changed.
time factor is what makes the old MSA
ent from the new one,” Dr. Fai says.
people from my generation first
the United States or Canada, we
e foot in this soil and one foot back
The new MSA js different. It is now
ands of American and Canadian
Uslims-not only children of foreign-
€nts, but, also, first and second-
Hon reverts to Islam. They are sec-
Hlicration kids who have different
MES and are leading Muslims not as
€15, but as Americans and Canadi-
hc_z__a l?etter tomorrow, a better future
WA In the hands of these leaders.
V€ national priorities, and this is
9le. Muslim Americans today are
At than the people who run the
Ol or who work in the Justice
1L This is a very healthy trend.”
Itcsﬁl Nali.r.nrml. holds in annual
2 conjunction with the ISNA
Ol It maintains a website,
'rllﬂc)n:ll_nrg_. that facilitates com-
among members and chap-

0i publishes a newsletter. W

=]

lalis 5 sophomore at Virginia Wesleyan University,
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CONFLICT RESOLUTION | AN ISLAMIC APPROACH

From Conflict Resol

o Prevention

of services and approaches. Some practitioners focus on intervention, whig
can include formal and informal mediation, arbitration, or some hybridi
these two types of intervention. Others focus on developing training'a

educational curriculums to prevent
the escalation of conflict before an
meervention is necessary.

The Muslun community, ironi-
cally, has been unable to grasp the
remarkable model of conflict pre-
vention in their own history.
Instead of focusing on the present-
ly popular approaches, the focus
of Mushm conflict resolution theo-
rists and practitioners must be on
developing a more preventive
approach that draws on that his-
torical model, The Muslim com-
mumity needs to rethink certain
methods of mteracuon that have
become commonplace within vari-
ous Muslim communities, There 1s
a great need to study Prophet
Muhanymad’s (salle Allal ‘alayhi
wa sallan) sunnah and glean sub-
stantive examples of the preventive
behavioral patterns that he exhib-
ited.

Reflecting on the Prophet’s
mterpersonal skills 1s a valuable,
although under-appreciated way,
ol approaching his examiple, Even
the most complex business litiga-
ton cases are often based on inter-
personal interactions that caused
misunderstandings, anger or bit-
terness. The power ol interperson-
al interactions holds true for every-
one; human beings are constantly
interacting with one another and
interpreting each other’s actions
and words. If we are not deeply
aware of how we may be perceived
or perceive the actions of others,

we will be a walking fitne-producer,
The reality is that if we are not cog-
nizant of our effect on others, we
will often hurt someone or create
misunderstandings without even
realizing it

In one case, a misunderstand-
ing emerged between two business
partmers. [t became a community-
wide financial dispute merely
because of how fast one person
spoke to the other, Partner A's
English was quite limited, and lis
mability to articulate certain terms
was interpreted by business partmer
B as a lack of understanding of
their business agreement. Likewise,
partner A found partner B to be
imposing and Joud because he
consislenl_ly asked, “What do vou
mean by tha(" when he could not
understand partner A's accent, If
they had reflected upon how they
were impacting and interpreting
cach other, thewr conflict would
not have escalated to the point of
hitgation. When these misinterpre-
tations were addressed m a media-
tion session, they gained a sense of
clarity regarding their past deal-
ings, and thev repaired their busi-
ness and personal relationship, If
these misunderstandings had con-
tinued unabated, they may have
never realized the opuon of resolu-
tion that lay in focusing on their
personal interactions as the source
ol conflict, instead of the assumed
source of conflict, 1.e. the terms of
their business agreement.
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Prophet
Muhammad
did not
resort to
physical
domination
of othersin
order to
secure his
position as
a leader;

he lead
through
inspiration,
not domina-
tion.

The following ten exa
profoundly demonsirate th
Prophet’s conllict prevention skills,

Never raised his voice in infe

personal communication
This may seem like a decept
simaple skill. In the Qur'an
reinforces the importance o

“be moderate in thy pace an
er thy voice, for the harshest ¢

h(fflt O'f an lll‘glllll(‘lll e,

flicts; you lose your ability Lo
remain calm and to make
informed decisions 1'03__;';11‘(1i1’1 ;
situation. We lose the abili
lize our agl, rational thoughts
Allah has bestowed upon hun
This gift helps us to logically
process a situation au_cl_ take:
priate actions. Not raising on
voice is difficult; it takes/i
and control. If we always I
yelling, the example we 5et
ers and our own children 157
lack of control. Similarly Wil
mediating conflicts betwees
ried couples, one pm:L)’ Of
out to how the 0[]1(31'.5 Sai 4
or velling is Lhreatqnlng:a!?
obscuring the real issue a "
which they are talking: One &
who made a decision 10
vell at each other, when
escalates, they remind €2

al
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CONFLICT RESOLUTION | AN ISLAMIC APPROACH

of this promise. As a result, their
disagreements are resolved amica-
bly and far more quickly than other
couples I have observed.

2 Put agreements in writing

Even though not literate, the
Prophet understood the incredible
importance of putting things in
writing, as exemplified in the Treaty
of Hudaibiyah. The Qur’an, also,
encourages this, especially in debt
situations; “O you who believe!
When you deal with each other in
contracting a debt for a fixed time,
then write it down; and let a scribe
write it down between you with fair-
ness...” (2:282) Many disputes are
caused by oral agreements that are
not recorded in writing, as people
frequently, later, disagree over the
terms of the agreement. This is par-
ticularly the case in cultures or
communities that are close knit;
people think they know each other
and rely solely on handshakes to
seal an agreement.

In one particular masjid dis-
pute, feuding parties spent three
years arguing over what they had
agreed upon in an earlier arbitra-
tion process because agreements
between them had never been
recorded in writing. This skill can,
also, be implemented in the class-
room in Islamic schools. Using a
process of dialogue in the class,
you can establish rules of interac-
tion upon which the whole class
agrees. These rules should be writ-
ten down and then posted in the
classroom. The posting will serve
as an explicit statement and
reminder of the norms and the
agreement; it will reinforce the
idea of a mutually agreed upon set
of behaviors, and it will provide
students with a visual reference to
consider before acting.

3 His humor was never sarcastic
or based on untruth

Our culture today is permeated
with a sense of humor that is based
on sarcasm and putting others
down. It is nearly impossible to
escape the pervasive notion that to
be funny one must attack others.
The Prophet did use humor, but
never this type; there are numer-
ous examples of the Prophet mak-
ing jokes that were gentle in

nature and never at the expense of

others. Some of the worst conflicts

in Muslim communities come from

jokes made about a particular eth-
nic community; frequently, serious
consequences emerge when ethnic
tensions arise between different
groups within a masjid or school.
In such conflicts, people often say,
“I was just joking about the other
guy. I don’t mean all people from
that group are that way, but it was
just a joke. Why is he so sensitive?”
Jokes about our culture or family
can be lethal weapons; though
they may be said innocently, the
effect can be tremendous as such
jokes attack our honor and identi-

ty, which are central and important

to every human being.

In personal interactions, the
4 Prophet never raised his hand
against another
Prophet Muhammad did not resort
to physical domination of others in
order to secure his position as a
leader; he lead through inspira-
tion, not domination. His compan-
ions followed out of love and a pro-
found belief that his example was
worthy of being emulated. Often in
disputes, the threat of physical vio-
lence is naively seen as an option.

If you lead your community or fam-

ily by this means, you will not be a
leader who positively changes and
affects the situation around you, as
this style of leadership creates a
deep sense of bitterness and fear.
It, also, impedes the learning
process of those who surround a
leader. If we do not create a safe
environment in which to work with
each other, we destroy mutual trust
and lose the opportunity to learn
from each other.

When someone called the
5 Prophet's name, he stopped

and turned his whole body to
face the person.

It is stated in our traditions that the
dignity of a human being is in their

face. Striking another person is
their face is something Muslims
abhor. The Prophet was keenly

aware of this, and he acknowledged

this sense of dignity by turning and
facing people when he interacted
with them. He would not just turn
his head towards them, but rather
his whole body. Disputes in both
family and community situations
often emerge when people do not
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Even though
not literate,
the Prophet
understood
the incredi-
hle impor-
tance of
putting
things in
writing, as
exemplified
in the
Treaty of
Hudaibiyah.
The Qur’an,
alse,
encourages
this, espe-
cially in debt
situations.

feel that others are [jsran
their concerns, Listapin
the physical act of hearing
er; it is, also, based on a. el e
be Im\rjtrma that showy Lheu‘wc
ly paying attention. IEyou fo
the Prophet’s example, nop
are you listening, bug you :-u:
giving the other person Tes
making them feel thay gy
Important enough tha¢ you
the effort to Stop, turn gyg

give them your full attention, an

|
6The Prophet, himself, wag |
open to mediation
As we know with medicine, o
Prophet most likely did |10’t-
need to take it, but did so be
he wanted future generations o

feel that it is okay to do so. Similue

ly, in his interpersonal relag
ships, he was open to interyen

by others though he did not
their assistance. When Aisha
allahy anhu) had a concern in 4
patticular situation, he allowed:
Abu Bakr (radiallahu anhu) to
speak about this situation with
him. If the Prophet himself wis
open to such interventions, the
surely even the most influential uf
Muslim leaders today should be
willing and able to allow others o
intervene when conflict escal

Of course, the person who inte
venes should be qualified for the
particular dispute resolution
process. If it be one that needs
fighi ruling, a qualified scholi
such should be engaged; like

if the dispute requires an umnde
standing of mental health, a m

tal health professional or coli=
selor would be appropriate.
Openness to intervention ar.ld A
admission that help is not jus
necessary, but also a positive, st

is important in resolving ml‘_l_ﬂl.
In some disputes, pcop.le are nok
willing to seek such assisances =
These situations eventually
explode, and each side beco £
deeply entrenched iII‘IhL‘If'P :
tion that no interventon W

in reducing the conflict:

When listening fo @ grieYEEEgs
7 the Prophet always allﬂ- :
story to come out m_fu Arras
tive form before interrupfing ‘
When we read hadith and __
about the Prophet, we 1€ 1€

wely

he carefully and delibers

for Christian Communities

A package of educational resource materials to promote understanding
T between Muslim and Christian Communities

O mankind! ()/F(J/mf((/ y(r‘((ﬁ?ﬁ wa J'(HYA’ Qm}') of @ mate and

) formale and made yow inte nations and tribes that ye may. fenow

each other. ()’?w/y the mast honared of you in the sight of "(.(jfﬁ(/ i
(/M- whe /;Jj the masl x{yﬁffﬂmj (/7((/ Quran (49:13)
| MARY |
AND -EESUS

e QURAN

i

ViSCONer fam
g

Wy

In cooperation with:

Astrélabes

islamicmedia.
Tha istamic Society of North America

PO.B For more information or to order:
-U. Box 38, Plainfleld, IN 46168

1-800-392-7876 or visit www.isna.com
www.islamicmedia.com




CONFLICT RESOLUTION | AN ISLAMIC APPROACH

choose his words and modes of
expression. If you consider these
variables, a hadith becomes not
just a religious explanation by the
Prophet on an issue, but, also, a
guide to his mannerisms and tech-
niques for interacting and convey-
ing information. For instance, in
many hadith narrations, people
came to the Prophet with a con-
cern. If you look at the text of
such ahadith, you realize that he
did not render his opinion until
the full story was described. His
advice was offered based on a
sound understanding of the situa-
tion as a whole, and it was found-
ed in a respect for the people who
brought cases before him. Again,
we see him listening, and not just
hearing. Try this in your own life;
before proffering your opinion,
slow down and really try to get the
full story from your spouse, co-
worker or other person. This can
have an enormous ameliorative
effect as it helps you to better
understand their concerns. When
we offer our responses before
hearing the full story, or when we
interrupt someone before they fin-
ish, we lose the opportunity to
gain a fuller understanding of
their concerns, and we disrespect
the other person. Many disputes
rest on this pivotal point: people
often speak prematurely. They do
not hear the whole narrative
before jumping in to express their
opinion. This leads to frustration
and alienation; people feel they
are not fully heard, and they
become distracted and further dis-
tressed when interrupted.

Never spoke negatively of oth-
8«5 and discouraged the relaying

of negative stories about others
The Islamic teaching that “backbit-
ing is like eating your brother’s
flesh,” is particularly poignant in a
mediating situation. You can truly
understand how the simile of eat-
ing flesh was a perfect symbol for
speaking badly about another per-
son. For example, gossip is the
number one creator of disputes
among youth in schools, and these
disputes often lead to violence. At
the same time, with adults, many
community and family disputes are
based on the fact that people
heard something about another
person via gossip. Gossiping chains
expand conflicts; they make con-

flicts larger and cause them to
explode and engage far more peo-
ple than is necessary or appropri-
ate. As more people become
involved with a conflict, the ten-
sions multiply, and they become
even harder to resolve. We have all
seen stories become sensational-
ized through gossip; each new per-
son adds details until you can no
longer recognize the original inci-
dent that instigated the conflict.
The people, who are the subject of
the gossip, get literally “eaten up”
in the process.

Confidentiality regarding con-
flicts is key, as any mediator will
tell you. When we intervene, confi-
dentiality is important because it
creates an environment where
people will seek out help and be
willing to resolve a conflict
because they know it will not
become public knowledge. People
came to the Prophet to speak
about their concerns because he
did not make such stories public at
the expense of those individuals.

Try this exercise one day; go for
a whole day without trying to say
one bad thing about another per-
son. I worked with a Muslim youth
group and asked them to not men-
tion one thing negative about a fel-
low member in the youth group
for one week. When they came
back to me the next week, they
reported that they actually had
very little to say to one another;
they found that all they usually
talked about was negative gossip.
Our very relationships with others
in our family and community can
be based on backbiting. The true
danger of this behavior is that it
becomes so deeply entrenched in
our relationships with others that
we no longer even realize that we
are doing it.

The solutions that the Prophet

rendered for individuals took

into account each person’s con-
cerns and strengths
The Prophet explained Islam to
people in many different ways.
Some who came to him wanted to
know exactly what practices would
lead them to heaven; others want-
ed to know how to deal with com-
plex philosophical issues. His abili-
ty to use appropriate explanations
and his ability to identify what
grabbed the attention of a particu-
lar person were highly commend-
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Gossiping
chains
expand con-
flicts; they
make con-
flicts larger
and cause
them to
explode and
engage far
more people
than is
necessary or
appropriate.

able skills in conflict Preventog
He knew the nuances of the
acters of each companion aE.(‘
lized them to their fullest, i 1
example, Khalid Ibn Wali d (0??
lahu anhu) showed Prowess i
battlefield and was assigye.
tasks. Other companiong yy
quent speakers and writerg d
were utilized for such ey e
This ability to undersga g
g €rstand
human nature with such SeTSitivin
is often missing in many uf y
putes [ have encountered, [ g
are unaware of their subopd
particular strengths or weakies
For example, they assign someq
who is not detail oriented 1o
nize an event that demands
attention to detail. Later on, the
leader becomes upset at the ' &
son they assigned because Lhey:
not fulfill their expectations, A’
leader, either in the family, scly
or community, must know the i
tinct challenges and sucngﬂ{s_
each member. For example, no. '
two children in one family can
receive the exact same type of: p
ishment. For one child, being t
to go to his room maybe a rey
while to another it may be a p
ishment. Similarly, effective organi
zational management takes into
account the individual group
members’ strengths and weakness:
es and uses these to complime
one another. What the Prophet:
everyday was to assess his people
and create plans that took into
account this assessment. Many
communities would benefit from
such assessment processes before
going straight into an action
phase, as it would help themm avoid
unnecessary conflict.

In interpersonal imaradJ-
tions, the Prophet
corrected people quiGH

privately and discreetly =
The Prophet’s example is I'€
with stories of his ability O
people without humiliating:
in public. If disputes arose an
had to deal with them at.the
munity level, he did so, 'b_l.ll..
tions demanded individ yal al
tion, he sought out the persont
privately offered feedback
one of the most important P
tative methods you can tfit 7w
conflict management. W heﬂf
ple are corrected in front ;w
ers, they lose a sense of p

Honor 42

d can feel a great sense of
e. If there isa char‘lce Lo cor-
pBOPle privately, LI‘ns allows the
o Lo preserve their honor and

isten and learn more from the
~ vou offer. If you correct the
on in public, the shame they
overshadow any lesson you
1g 1O CONVEY. Ask y.ourseif
ore launching into advice mode,
{his something that can wait
[ can offer the advice private-
15p, it may be the better

ion. Many disputes have

\rred, not because people dis-
e over the issues or the sub-
1ce of a matter, but because they
¢e over the method in which
- was offered. One side may
 felt humiliated even if they
¢ with the advice. Their judg-
i becomes clouded, and the

{ispute escalates because they now

only to vindicate their own
» without listening to the other
past humiliation.

These ten skills are only a few of

rophet's amazing behavioral
ms (adab) that can prevent
cts before they occur. We
remember to study his inter-
sonal behaviors and stories not
1 the religious rulings that
ie from them, but, also, for the
iques and mannerisms. There
any layers embedded in each
j they are narrative pieces that
us “what” to do, but they, also,
“how” we should interact.
tion on his example is impor-
it for people of all ages; too

iien, we think of these stories as

& examples only for children.
1Ny disputes between Muslim
i itwould help if they reflect-
Ol the Prophet’s example. Prac-
these skills is necessary in
Lo integrate them into your
chavior patterns. Just like
g how to pray, we must also
i '5_1]3011[ and practice positive
Clion. When we reach such a
of behavior, many disputes will
Olved informally, and the
for intervention will be dimin-
Rememberin g our rich tradi-
fpeacemaking, as exempli-
t_ht' Prophet, is a crucial step
UCing internal conflicts with-

.'.'.-,‘ Lommunities and conflicts

thers, g

W‘Mit!ar (familylaw63@hotmail.com) is cur-
. c“ll\-'r:.! Director of the Los Angeles, CA based
it Amerigan Dispute Resolution Center (APADRC).

12 month manujacturer wacranty.
30 Day Money BackiGuarantee

i L =¥ |
MEN'S & LADIES
- Points to Makkah from anywhere in the world
- Time, date & prayer times in over 200 cities

around the world

- Alarms: 10 minutes before each prayer, special

appointment, or daily alarm

- Men’'s and Ladies’ Bilingual versions

- Hijrah & Western date

Call 1-888-672-4767 -

order online at www.hadigroup.com

WANTED DIREGTOR

for ISNA Training and Leadership Development Center (TLDC)

TLDC will be involved in the development and training of Muslim leaders and
chaplains and will be housed at the headquarters of the Islamic Society of

North America in Plainfield, Indiana.

The Director of TLDC will be responsible for establishing and implementing
the center’s programs and will work with the center’s board to ensure the

effective running of the center.

Requirements:

= Minimum of Master’s in social sciences/humanities.

M 5 years experience in Muslim community

| Significant experience in program development and management

@ Excellent communication skills
M Sound grasp of Islamic knowledge and practice

m Experience in working with diverse groups within the Mustim

community and with other faith groups.
i Dynamic and self motivated
i A passion for ISNAS mission is also important

Salary to commensurate |

with qualification and I
experience.

Apply to:

The Secretary General
ISNA HQs. PO Box 38
Plainfield, IN 46168

S i

Administrator Wanted

WITH EXPERIENGE

Fulltime Islamic school
(Pre-K to 12th Grade)

In Central Florida

» Excellent communication skills

» Good public relations
» Bilingual (English/Arabic)

» Islamic environment and surrounding Muslim community

» Great benefit package

Please contact us via E-mail: Edusearch2000@yahoo.com




Your Zakat Work for the Right Cause & Multiply Your Blessings

IMPORTANT NOTE:

frough ISNALIT vou do not specify a reciplent for vour

Your Zakat can serve the cause of Islam and Muslims in Americy

THINK ABOUT INCLUDING ISNA AS

-

A RECIPIENT OF YOUR ZAKAT. )

Notes:

a) Use this form to find the amount of zakah due on your wealth.

b) This form does not cover all zakatable items, but only the most common ones,

c¢) There are many details needed in some zakah calculations. It Is recommended that you call
the Figh Council of North America® for more reference.

ISNA needs your support to continue its service

to community and to reach out and share

Due Date: Zakah becomes due immediately one year from
d) the first day you acquired nisab for the first time; or

Islam With a“ our fe“ow dtizenS. / - €) the date you paid zakah the previous year. (Date: )

Item Description Amount/iiem Worth

1) Cashon hand and in banks (deposit saving, checking, etc.;

see note b above) 5
2) Gold, sliver, thelr cerificates and men’s jewelry. -
3) Business nel worth (tolal assets less liabilities) of private business or

your share In partnership. 5

4) Real estate (house occupiad by you not included):
Net worth = Tolal, less mortgage and loans against real estate;

see note cabove. B, —_—
5) Women's jewelry 5 =
6) Value of cars more than the number of working persons in the family, 5
Total of zakatable amount {add 1 through 6) 5
Zakah (Total amount x 0.025): 8
Less any payments already made towards Zakah: 5
Net Balance Due: 8.
f * Figh Coungil of North America: (703) 778-7477
: \ Y
oy S (lanetire \ . SRR detach below and mail
11 < e e i e e L L LU R L L e L b Ll e L TS
U ‘ ‘U 1 ‘ | \ ’ } \ ges! | want to help ISNA grow this Ramadan! [ ]wyzaken My Sadagan
. 335 1§75 $150 1 $500 $1000 35000 5
| Ithoose to give by:
LI P
| ___| Check: (Please make your check payable to the Islamic Society of North America)
|
Credit Card: __ | Visa MC Discover Amex
JERr ey U0 50 = Sisaveil 0 . e L EXphe=——/t—i
| Electronic Fund Transfer/Monthly withdrawal: New EFT || Upgrade my current EFT

(Please choose ane of the following. If you would like to update your clrrent deduction please check the appropriate box above):

Fram My Checking Account . From My Credit Card
dNaunt chosen ‘above to be debited on the 5th of each The amouni chosen above to be charged to my Credit Card on

E ' A 3 LT Jeginning: (month, year) /. OF | the 5th of each month beginning: (month, year) /[
‘2311 : g ot ) 3l . _‘,‘:: ': 4 I ot . ¥ \ - Ty (Please include a void check) (Please fill out the credit card information above)
i/} ' % 1 ' P V.
Mlame; | : Office Fax:

Mobile Telephane:

E-mail;

Signature; Lidla Ji) Date: [/

— By donating & minimum of $40 you can become a member of the lslamic

i Soclety of North America far ane year. If you would like to take advantage of
_ Postal Code: = . .
this membership offer please sign and date the following:

Yes, | wouldlike to become a member of the Islamic Society of North
ey’ L. - America. Please send me the membership information.

Signalurs. Dale;_— /




ISLAM IN AMERICA

MUSLIMS SERVING

HUMANITY

uslim Americans and Canadians are applying Islam and the

sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (salla Allahv ‘alayhi wa sal-

lam) in their every day lives by reaching out to and helping

others. The Islamic Society of Greater Indianapolis (ISGI)

did just this last year when Exodus and Catholic Relief Services brought

many Afghan refugees to Indianapolis,
IN. ISNA was approached by these orga-
nizations in order to determine if ISGI
could assist, and, subsequently, ISGI Pres-
ident Babar Suleman and ISNA Secretary
General Dr. Sayyid Muhammad Syeed
worked together to arrange assistance.
ISNA established the tax-deductible ISNA
Family Rehabilitation Fund, and the Indi-
anapolis Muslim community, although
most people had already paid zakat, was
able to collect almost $12,000. This mon-
ey was spent on purchasing essentials for
the refugees, including Eid clothing for
the children; two months of rent; driver
education fees for children coming of
age; and need-based scholarships for
occupational training for high school
graduates.  Additionally, a member-

donated car was given to the largest
refugee family. For all those involved, the
experience was uplifting and gratifying.
ISGI is currently turning this effort
into a permanent community help orga-
nization. Suleman says, “At this point we
would like this to become more of an
institution that allows Muslims to get
occupational training to prepare them to
find better paying jobs and to assimilate
in this society without losing themselves
as Muslims. Our main focus is not to treat
this zakat money as dole or a handout,
but rather to use it to allow people to get
on their own feet and earn a respectable
living. We do want to continue to help
people in need but that will be our sec-
ondary focus...our interest is in long-term
rehabilitation, whereby we help the fam-

New Products from Salma Arastu Collection!
Asma Al-Husna Tiles
Enhance your home, Mosque or School with colorful
The Beautiful Names of Allah Ceramic Tiles
And a 30 minute Zikr video designed with 100 original
Calligraphy paintings of Allah’s Names by Salma Arastu

Also availa

with English translations and chanting

Eid cards, Islamic calendar for 2004/Hijrah1425 with
50 Hadeeth in English-Inspiration for each day!
Call toll free 800-241-2704 today for free catalog
visit www.salmaarastu.com
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'GEEKING COMPANION
ORiHAl] 2004

OVERCOMING HER OWN PAIN: After su
a chronic blood disorder, Naila Alam
now strives to serve those who need help,

ing professional male, single, seeking male companion for
jj 2004. Need minimal help with travel and other activities.

TViving

ingle male, young, strong, athletic, cultured, educated
um college graduate). Urdu speaking and medical
pund A Plus. Will pay all Hajj associated expenses.
urse for lost wages.

ilies become selfsufficient over time. We
pay for their |_1';lining,--'rcu-aining and
efforts to secure gainful employment,”

[To contribute to the ISNA Family
Rehabilitation Fund, mail checks care _gfi'_-
Bahauddin Bade, Director ISNA Accounts
PO Box 38, Plainfield, IN 46168]

In Northern Virginia, a highly sue-
cessful social service effort, the Founda-
tion for Appropriate and Immediate"
Temporary Help (FAITH), is thriving and|
providing humanitarian aid to those in_
need who live in local communities.
FAITH, a nonprofit organization, was/

5

SEND DETAILED LETTER TO:
iki Usman, 198 Tremont St., Suite 180, Boston, MA 02116.
e mail: 617-499-4899 * Email: zakinsman@verizon.net

yatibility important. Let us become friends before Hajj.

. "A TRADITION OF FINE QUALITY"
L — e ——

I— =S

ttgem

———

v

Premlum Midamar Halal preducts slnce 1974

Certified by 1SA
(Islamic Services of America)

Over 100 premium Halal products for;
Retall, Food Service & Individual Households |

Shop Online (): MidamarHalal.com |
Call Us Direct: 4-800-362-3711

p '..mx
Am‘t;

Gertified b;

and Quality. Demand Midamar Ma
a

*Save an additionat 15%.

CusfomerService@MidamafH_aIaI.cbm |

formed in October 1999 as an outgrowth
of the social service work provided by the:
All Dulles Area Muslim Society (ADAMS)--
an ISNA affiliate. On August 9th, FAITH
opened its faith-based thrift store, which|
is designed to raise funds for the non:
profit organization.

Services provided by FAITH include:
collecting and distributing charity to thes
poor and needy; elderly assistance; con=
gregational health ministry; an cndm\f_._e.
ment to help orphans; domestic violenee
assistance and education; halfiwvay hm'w_ﬂm
for the homeless; referrals to appropriate:
social service agencies. free and low €O
medical and psychological servicesy

Q
I O
and
job skills training programs for lm»‘;:)‘.!??'-
ployed adults, With the area’s g'r_ow_mg'
immigrant population, Tanveer Mlnara
board member of FAITH, said Fz\lT_F[.'al_ﬁ?_-_
helps immigrants assimilate, providing
wide variety of useful informaton mis:
ing from instructions on how [0 US€ i
bus system to referrals to 50:;1:1_1 Sf?f“:bi
programs. “We provide 2 bridge
them,” she said. =
Toward fulfilling its mission: F’*ng
has commissioned a commuiiity “@emi'
assessment. This study, conducted b}f_P =
fessional social workers, researches 8
vices available through private ‘md“
itable institutions, and the pOSSl_bl-:-;YaE
providing interest-free loans t-ln ?hos e
ing temporary financial hardship:

isnawest@isna.net www.ISNA.net

ISLAM:

GUIDANCE
& COMPASSION

LONG BEACH CONVENTION CENTER
~ Long Beach, California -

__D_g_cem_ber 25-2_7, _2303

Phone: 317-839-8157

West Zone Regional Conference .

Co-sponsored by the Shura Council of Southern California

Fax: 317-839-8140




ISLAM IN AMERICA

“OUR MAIN FOCUS IS NOT TO TREAT THIS ZAKAT MONEY AS DOLE QR
HANDOUT, BUT RATHER TO USE IT TO ALLOW PEOPLE TO GET ON THE|p
OWN FEET AND EARN A RESPECTABLE LIVING.” —BABAR SULEMAN i

FAITH is striving to establish an endow-
ment account to provide for services, such
as helping hands; elderly care; congrega-
tional health ministry; orphan chare; meals
on wheels; job training; burial help; and
counseling. The organization is, also, build-
ing a network with other social service
groups. FAITH has already established a
congregational health ministry with an area
health provider and has become a member
of a coalition against domestic abuse.

[To contribute to FAITH, please mail
checks to: FAITH, 500 Grove Street, Suite
210, Herndon, VA 20170. (571) 523-2198]

Anothersocial service initiative, Express
Care. is the product of Herndon, VA resi-
dent Naila Alam who survived Idiopathic
Thrombocytopenic  Purpura (ITP), a
chronic blood disorder. Lying alone in her
hospital bed, feeling lonely and helpless, it
seemed almost impossible that one day she
would recover and walk out of the hospital:

doctors were unsure if she would ever get
better and lead a normal life. It was at this
moment that Alam felt “how nice it would
have been if someone not from family, at
least from the community, could come and
visit me. That is why our Prophet Muham-
mad had put alot of emphasis on visiting
the sick people. Just following our religion,
we can truly create a wonderful communi-
ty here. I think the assurance that you are
not fighting the disease-yourself, as some-
one is with you, does expedite the heal-
ing process. Medicines do play a major
role, but then prayers and kindness of oth-
ers are in a higher authority.”

The turning point that led her to
health activism was her participation in
the ITP Conference, organized by PDSA
(Platelets Disorder Support Association)
where she spoke to an audience of more
than 200 patients and caregivers, as well
as doctors and researchers from Europe,

Cangda an Fl ‘[h(.' LS. Alam remin isces
was like visiting 200 or so patiengs.» Now.
she strives to help women who COmE t"-‘-.j
the LS. without the langnage skills. t:.
communicate effectively if they become il
and to find social services when they négd
them. The nonprofit Express Cure pm—
vides translation services and [‘ttﬁ:rr;lls; tbz-
existing social services. |

To expand her outreach, she holds
televised seminars, called Care Connee-
tion, on Fairfax county public access tele-
vision channels. Alam’s work has gar-
nered her recognition from the Pakistani
Embassy and awards including the Com-
munity Service Award 2003; UNICARE
(State Sponsored Program); Mayor’s
Volunteer Appreciation Award 2003; and
the National Association of Muslim
Women (NAMW) 2003 Excellence in
Achievement Award. For more informa-
tion: naila71@hotmail.com &

) "Il.

Physician Wanted

_—E’f_

Iﬁternal Medicine/Geriatrics

Location: Central Florida
» 45 Minutes to Tampa

» 75 Minutes to Orlando

» 5 Minutes to the Gulf

» Two Full Time Islamic Schools

Up to 12th Grade

Salary ; $140,000.00+, Plus full benefits
Fax Resumes To: 352-684-2646

Att: Hatem
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Florida license preferred

Santa Fe Cue Club

THE HARD TIMES CAFE AND SANTA FE CUE CLUB
LOCATED AT 6362 SPRINGFIELD PLAZA IN
SPRINGFIELD, VIRGINIA AND THE HARD TIMES CAFE
AND SANTA FE CUE CLUB LOCATED AT 428 ELDEN
STREET IN HERNDON, VIRGINIA ARE OPEN TO ALL
PERSONS WITHOUT REGARD TO RACE, COLOR,
RELIGION, NATIONAL ORIGIN OR ANY OTHER
CLASSIFICATION PROTECTED BY LAW.

We are committed to ensuring that all members of the
public are treated equally and appropriately, and we
emphasize that EVERYONE is invited and welcome to

enjoy the best in food and entertainment at:

THE HARD TIMES CAFE & SANTA FE CUE CLUB
6362 Springfield Plaza, Springfield, Virginia 22150

THE HARD TIMES CAFE & SANTA FE CUE CLUB
428 Elden Street, Herndon, Virginia 20170

and

____-—""-d-

ISNA Commitment to a Mission

The Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) serves the diverse needs of Muslims in North
America, and provides a unified platform of expression of Islam in all areas of life from
da'wah to education to community development.

ISNA strives to serve Islam and Muslims today and laying foundations for the future in part-
nership with you. Prophet Muhammad (salla Allah ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “When a human
being dies his deeds end excepl in'3 things: sadagah jariyah (ever flowing charity), knowl-
edge that will be benefited from, and a righteous child who prays for him/her.”

ISNA is Your Partner

# ISNA is working with communities, helping raise funds for their activities and projects.

= [SNA Conventions are attended by over 35,000 people.

= |SNA's flagship bimonthly publication Islamic Horizons magazine goes to 60,000 homes,
libraries, and institutions,

= |SNA is reaching out to all areas: da'wah)in prisons and among Lalino Americans; helping
the development of Islamic schools; training of imams; and community development.

il
»action most Ived by Alah i
e one done regularly.

ISNA needs YOUR on-going support to keep its work going. Please join ISNA's Electronic
Fund Transfer program TODAY lo ensure this support for future projects,
You can make a difference with even as little as $10 per month.

Act TODAY & let ISNA know that Islamic work in North America can count on YOUR SUP-
PORT. .. Please complete the EFT Form and mail to ISNA.

Yes, I want to help ISNA fulfill its mission with my monthly contribution of:

L I$10 [ 1$25 | 1$50 . 1975 |_I'$100 ! Other: $
Your donation of $50.00 or more per year will entitle you for a membership for one year.

Authorization:

L1 hereby authorize ISNA to deduct the amount chosen above from my Checking Account on the 5th of each month,

Name on Account: Account #:

(Please include a void check or a copy of your void check)
__| Credit/Debit Card:

Name on Credit Card: Card #:

L 1 hereby authorize ISNA to deduct the amount chasen above from my credit/debit card on the 5th of each month.

First Name: Last Name:

Occupation: Spouse's Name:

Address:

City: State/Province: Postal Code:

Phone (home): Phone (work):

Fax Email:

W e O e e S G e M e S S e SN S e R G R R W W S e e

Signature;

i
!
i
I
I
i
1
I
!
i
i
I
1
1
Exp.Date: _
1
1
i
i
H
J
i
|
i
i
1
i
1
]
1
o

r
]
I
i
|
i
|
i
I
|
i
|
i
I
i
i
1
|
I
I
I
1
|
I
1
I
1
1
1
I
1
|
i
1
i
i
1
I
1
i
I
1
i
1
i
1
1
i
1

The Islamic Society of North America = ISNA Development Foundation
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Clean Water
~ Shouldn’t Be a Luxury

In the Middle Ages, this was a contro- ¥ W —
versial and, even, heretical idea, and the
malevolence of intolerance and fanaticism,
all too prevalent even in our own time, was
existent in the Middle Ages as well. Ibn
Rushd was exiled from his beloved Al-

gbout the universe was not the exclusive
roperty of one tradition, one people, or

Lessons from Three Wise

The lives of Averroes, Malmoni

= i en, o e e o B S Y ok e e o o B T B i o
guidance for seeking truth irom wherever it comes.

BY JAGCOB BENDER

he three grear traditons that

spring from our common father

Abraham (‘alayii as salaam) bond
Jew to Christian, Christian
to Muslim, and Muslim to
Jew. Even though all of our
prayers speak of peace,
these are dark and difficult
times. War has replaced
dialogue; terrorism has
replaced tolerance; and
ignorance has replaced
understanding.

My own response to the
events of 9/11 was to begin
work on a documentary
film, entitled “Reason and
Revelation: Averroes, Mai-
monides, Aquinas in Their
Time and Ours.” Who were
these three great men;
Averroes the Muslim;
Moses Maimonides the
Jew; and Thomas Aquinas
the Christian? And, what, if
anything, can they teach us
today? Before we can
answer these questions, we
must first explore, as will
my film, the worlds into which they were
born.

In the case of Averrocs and Mai-
monides, that world was Al-Andalus, the
splendor of Spain, during the centurics of
Islam in Iberia. Knowledge of Al-Andalus
is crucial to the world today for three main
reasons.

“The culture of
Al-Andalus is
justly celebrated
for the extent to
which religious
pluralism and
tolerance were
hallmarks of
this most
glorious age, as
manifested in
Islam’s respect for
ahl al-kitab,
the People of
the Book.”
—Jacob Bender

medicine, poetry, theology, and numerous
other fields of human endeavor, medieval
Islam was the world’s most advanced civi-
lization. Second, Al-Andalus in particular,
and Islamic civilization in general, served
as both the repository of ancient Greek
knowledge and science and the transmit-
ter of chat knowledge and science to the
Christian-dominated West.
Third, the culture of Al-
Andalus 1s justly celebrated
for the extent to which reli-
glous pluralism and toler-
ance were hallmarks of this
most glorious age, as man-
ifested in Islam’s respect
for ahl al-kitah, the People
of the Book.

Now, let us turn to our
three wise men: Averroes,
Moses Maimonides and
Thomas Aquinas.

Abfi al-Waltd Muhammad
Ibn Rushd, known in the
West as Averroés (1126-
1198 CE), was born in Cor-
doba in southern Spain, and
he is, without question, one
of the greatest minds pro-
duced by Islamic civiliza-
tion in Al-Andalus. As a
young man, Ibn Rushd
excelled in theology, reli-
gious law, astronomy, litera-
ture, mathematics, music, zoology, medi-
cine and philosophy. It is in the field of
philosophy, however, that Ibn Rushd left
an indelible mark upon the intellectual his-
tory of Western civilization. In the year
1169 CE, Ibn Rushd was asked by the
caliph to undertake new and up-to-date
Arabic translations and commentaries of

after Ibn Rushd. He is universally consid-
ercd one of the most important Jewish
thinkers in the last 2,000 years. The simi-
larities between Ibn Rushd and Rabb;j
Musa are abundant. Both were born in Cor-
doba in Al-Andalus; both became philoso-
pher/theologians; both were foremost
interpreters of Aristotle within Islam and
Judaism, attempting to harmonize the
truths of reason with the revelations of the
Qur’an and the Torah; both became jurists
and authorities in religious law (Shari’ah in
Islam and /alafhak in Judaism) that is cen-
tral to Muslim and Jewish observances;
both lived part of their lives in Fez in
Morocco; and both became court physi-
cians to their local rulers (Ibn Rushd to the
Caliph of Cordoba and Rabbi Musa to the
great Salah-ah-Din in Egypt).

Thomas Aquinas, born near Naples,
Italy in 1225 CE, is the most important and
influential Christian philosopher of the
Middle Ages. His masterpiece, the Swmma
Theologiae, is widely considered the most
comprehensive exploration of philosophy
and theology in the entire history of Chris-
tianity. Like Ibn Rushd and Rabbi Musa
before him, Thomas Aquinas was primari-
ly concerned with finding a way to incor-
porate Aristotle’s rationalism into ('_ihristi:lln
theology. It is. also, abundantly clear in his
writings that he was indebred to [bn Rushd
and Rabbi Musa, both of whom he quoted
on numerous occasions. Even the present
Pope, John Paul [1, has recognized this con-
nection; he has specifically 1I1t‘11fil_!n(:d.th€lt
one of the influences on Thomas Aquinas,
the greatest theologian in Catholic history;
was “the dialogue that Thomas carried on
with the writings of the Arab and Jewish
thinkers of his time.”

Itis not only the writings of these three

Andalus, and other Muslims burned his
books. Rabbi Musa, now celebrated as the
greatest Jewish philosopher who ever
lived, had his books burned at the order of
other rabbis. Thomas Aquinas was
denounced by church leaders at the Uni-
versity of Paris for daring to incorporate the
writings of a pagan into Christianity.

Just as our three wise men were not
afraid to challenge prevailing opinions
within their own religious communities
during the Middle Ages, so, today, we must
also be willing to openly criticize our core-
ligionists when they engage in extremism
and intolerance. Accordingly, Muslim reli-
gious leaders around the world condemned
the 9/11 terror attacks and the Taliban’s
destruction of the ancient Buddhist statues
in Afghanistan. Many American Christian
ministers denounced the bigoted attacks
on Islam by Reverends Pat Robertson, Jer-
ry Fallwell, and Franklin Graham. And
many Jews, like myself, have for decades
supported the right of the Palestinian peo-
ple to an independent state and con-
demned Israel’s brutal occupation with its
assassinations, house demolitions, clo-
sures, and illegal settlement policy.

I believe that some 800 years after they
lived, Ibn Rushd the Muslim, Rabbi Musa
the Jew, and Thomas Aquinas the Christ-
ian can, still, enter both our hearts and
minds if we let them. Their words, and
their life stories, can both inform and
inspire us in regard to some of the great-
est issues with which we are confronted at
the beginning of this new cenctury, includ-
ing the relationship between religion and
the state, between faith and science, and
between reason and revelation; the dan-
gers of political extremism; and the need
for courage in opposing injustice and
searching for truth. By reading and inter-
Preting their writings, we can discover
that we, Muslims, Jews and Christians, are
all 7hnau Ibrahim, the children of Abra-
ham. We can discover that in the struggle
to create a more just and peaceful world,
We may perhaps have more in common

Clean water is a basic human right, not a luxury. Yet millions of people
struggle with a lack of clean water every day. Since 1979, Mercy Corps has
helped communities around the world improve their access to clean water.

Mercy Corps is helping families and children in the world’s most devastated

countries meet their need for water with programs like waste treatment, well
rehabilitation and rainwater harvesting.

Now, more than ever, your support is needed. Use your charitable gift to help
Mercy Corps provide clean, lifesaving water in places like Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Eritrea, Iraq, Iran, Jordan and Lebanon.

$100

provides clean water and latrines for twelve
Pakistani farmers suffering from drought and
environmental deterioration (Zakat)

$200

provides daily deliveries of fresh, clean water for an
entire school in drought-stricken Eritrea (Zakat)

S o o

92% of Mercy Corps’ resources go directly to
people in need. Your gift is tax-deductible to the
fullest extent of the law.

M@ Mercy Corps

1-888-262-9900
WWW.Mercycorps.org

Mercy Corps is a recent recipient of the
Arab American Institute Foundation’s 2003
Kahlil Gibran Spirit of Humanity Award.

to support emergency

water projects in the Address

First, the level of civilization that Al-  the works of Aristotle. Ibn Rushd’s com-  great thinkers that speak to us today: 1615 With thosc from other traditions who share Middle East and South ] -
Andalus achieved, at a time when the rest mentaries on Aristotle have greatly impact-  also, their life stories and their C(.:ur:ts'.:'téf: our values of justice, than with the more Asia (Zakat) 0070 City State ____ Zip 3
of Europe was shrouded in the Dark Ages,  ed both Christian and Jewish philosophy pursuing, in the words of Rabbi Musa, “ERe Cxtreme followers within our own reli- T
X . s : pecds, glo iti $ Fggois ) B
was remarkable; the Muslim city of Cor-  for hundreds of years. truth from whatever source 1t pro us traditions. M

doba was the most advanced city on the
entire European Continent. In philosophy,
architecture, mathematics, astronomy,

58 ISLAMIC HORIZONS NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2003

Rabbi Moses Maimonides, his name in
his mother tongue of Arabic was Musa ibn
Maymun al-Qurcubi, was born 12 years

T - ar
Herein lies part of the wntCmP‘“ilcz
importance of our three wise men; :10m
dared to advance the notion that WiS

Jacob Bender s a documentary filmmaker in New York, He can be
Teached at reasonrevelation@aol,com

to help where most
needed (Sadaga) 0001

Send your check with this donation form to:
Mercy Corps, Dept. P, P.O. Box 2669, Portland, OR 97208-2669
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halidi examines how
Krepresentative India’s

military, paramilitary,
and the police are of the coun-
try’s population. Khalidi finds
that in the army, the upper
caste Hindus, the Scheduled
Castes and Tribes, and
Christians are well represent-
ed; the Sikhs and Gurkhas
overrepresented, and Muslims
greatly underrepresented.
The biggest difference be-
tween the pre-
and post-inde-

sk pendence

Khakiani the Tihnic Yinlim e in India

Indian armies
is that while
the former
had as much
as 3b percent
Muslims, to-
day it has no
more than 2-3

/ |

Innocent People
Linda-Jamilah Kolocotronis;
Leathers Publishing, Overland
Park, KS; 2003, pp. 192

it a treatment different from
those in the rest of India.
Khalidi finds that state
police organizations, not
autonomous enough to oper-
ate independently of the gov-
ernment, are totally sub-
servient to its whims. Thus,
even though the Muslim pro-
portion of the Kerala and West
Bengal police is about the
same as the other states, fewer
riots have taken place there

INNOCENT PEOPLE

Setin the days following the terrorist attacks of September 11,
2001, “Innocent People” provides a look into the daily lives of

several Muslim families living in the U.S., where fear and sus-
picion ran rampant. Dr. Kolocotronis follows Sadia Abdullah
as she and her husband continue to raise their five sons in a
small midwestern city following 9/11. “Innocent People” pro-
vides an honest portrayal of a Muslim family, subjected to sus-
picion due to their religious beliefs, during one of the most

troubled periods in recent history.

and when they happen, the
police behave impartially and
professionally because the
state governments are con-
trolled by parties dedicated to
impartiality and faimess. More-
over, in Kerala, the Muslim
League has a crucial voice in
state politics, which cannot be
ignored in public policy. Com-
pared to Kerala and West Ben-
gal, the police in other states
have almost always behaved

partially toward Muslims dur-
ing riots and pogroms.
Khalidi demonstrates that
even though it is desirable to
have a representative police
force, the executive branch
must first be representative
and capable of acting impar-
tially. No student of Indian
society can afford to ignore
this pioneering study, which is
supported with copious notes
and excellent documentation.
—Condensed from a review by

v
SEEKING WIFE
BO64 Nov/Dec 2003 X I’'m a 40-year-old Muslim, looking
for a wife. Professional or medical graduate. Indian or Pak-

istani, I am a U.S. citizen, good health. Medical, engineer,
medical resident or USMLE pass girls respond.

SEEKING HUSBAND

$0107 Nov/Dec 2003 & Sunni Muslim Indian parents
invite correspondence for their U.S. born/raised daughter,
25, 1st year OB-GYN resident, wears Hijab; from a

$0134 Nov/Dec 2003 % Healthy, slim, 5°6” tall, good
character, mature, unencumbered professional looking for
a Muslim gentleman with same values between 50-60 years
old for lifelong commitments.

Call (775) 747-6383 or e-mail 507eld@softcom.net (NV)

(For Al Ages)

1

Ik
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A must have for every Muslim!

4 ATTENTION P

Schools, Libraries, Mosques
Imaams, New Converts, Chaplains,
Teachers, Parents & Kids

A fully-illustrated
guide based on the
Qur'an & Sunnah

160 pages of full color
(8.5"x 117)

$20.0 for the book

152 for the (D

both for $30.00
(Add $4 for S & H)

This book contains e

* 25 Tables & Charts

* 35 Gold Tips

* 40 Supplications

* 85 Step-by-step Photos

* 120 Authentic Evidences

* 150 Q&A (Fatwaas)

* 175 Common Errors in Salaat
* A comprehensive Glossary

www.arabicforeveryone.com

By Dr. Mamdouh N. Mohamed

Author of Hajj & Umrah from Ato Z

* A unique way to learn/teach Salaat
* How to gain khushuu' in Salaat

* How to train kids to perform Salaat
* [t promotes unity among Muslims
* [t addresses cultural diversity

Tel: 703-597-1065

percent Dr. Omar Aﬁ([[‘ Cornell Unjvprs,'[y ................................................................
Il\:[}lllsllims- THE KNOWLEDGE MINE $0141 Nov/Dec 2003 % Sunni Muslim Indian parents
) {halidi ex- ki d from 30-35 1d

Khaki and the Ethn ¢ - i o . see. ng prompt COrrCSpOn €Ince 1rom years o
Violence in India: A'rc:r1y, plains that hual:"ul? ()I?{'.I'.N II‘w tra”usleumn of {.’j:iti—lll Ma .:-ul fi One-TouCh established professional for their beautiful, highly s
Police and Paramilitary ~ most of the Hadyi Khairi al-"Ibad” by Ibn Qayyim al-Jauziyyah intelligent, 30 year old professional lawyer daughter. (GA) PO ) Itl on A nnounceme nt
Forces During Communal  recruiting ar- (died 751 A.H., 1350 C.E), a work that reflects much Krlowled L
Riots; Omar Khalidi; eas for of his efforts in defense of the Sunnah and comprises a g $0200 Nov/Dec 2003 % New convert to Islam, artistic, sin- R ESI DENT I M AM
Delhi, India; 2003 Muslim be- valuable resource for fighand seerah. cere, Swedish-Mexican American, tall, slim, fluent in

’ Three Essays Press, New

Abualrub has used extensive footnotes in his translation,
providing definitions of terms and references for ahadith.
In addition, brief footnotes provide ers, Dr. Esposito has assem-
textual clarification and enhance- bled an easy-to- -
ment. The majority of the footnotes, use,
however, provide detailed topical information-
expansion with supplemental hadith packed refer-
and commentary on those as well as ence that con-
on the hadith included by Ibn Qayy- tains more than
im. It is not unusual for a footnote to 2,000 alphabet-
comprise several pages of explana- ically arranged
tion, and provide valuable informa- entries cover-
tion on other than the topic at hand. ing virtually
For his footnotes, Abualrub relies every aspect of
heavily upon the works of Nasir-ad- the modern
Din al-Albani, on which reviews of the Islamic world.
authenticity of the ahadith are pri- In compiling
marily based. Accordingly, document- this volume, Dr.
ed information is included from all Esposito brought together
of the scholarly sources used by al-Albani as well. a representative team of é

Vol. 1 includes topics from the seerah of the Prophet; Vol. scholars and students of Islam
2 focuses on salat; and Vol. 3 relates to Friday prayers, guid- and the Muslim world. This
ance in the Prophet’s speeches, traveling, visiting the sick, work follows the style and for- |
and reciting the Qur’an. Vol. 4 covers Ibn Qayyim's material mat of The Oxford History of
on funerals in Part 1 and contains two additional sections Islam and is a handy refer-
prepared by Abualrub that include a list of 133 innovations ence to all those who necd t0
in funerals and the importance of supplicating only to Allah. know a little bit more about &

specific concept or name.

came part of
Pakistan and that poor educa-
tion among Muslims hinders
them in the qualifying tests for
commissioned ranks.

The second part of the
book describes and analyzes
the impact of the composition
of the security forces on their
performance during anti-Mus-
lim riots and pogroms. Khali-
di says the army’s perfor-
mance was not uniformly fair 1M
during the 1947 Partition and
the Operation Polo against
Hyderabad in 1948. In a num-
ber of instances, the military
units were affected and at
times, behaved unprofession-
ally and in a biased manner,
in Punjab and Hyderabad.
However, after the turmoil of
1947-48, the army and para-
military forces have been uni-
formly fair. Khalidi’s study,
however, excludes conflicts in
Occupied Kashmir, Punjab,
and Assam, which he says mer-

uestions about Islam
and Muslims ztho_mld i French with a heart of gold, searching for intelligent, hand-
In order to help inquir-

some, financially stable, sensitive and kind gentleman from
the Middle East between 38-44 for marriage. (IL)

The Islamic Society of Baltimore (ISB) is seeking to hire a full time
resident Imam. ISB is a leading Islamic organization servicing thousands of
family in the Baltimore Metropolitan area. It serves as an Islamic education
hub for the area offering a full time Islamic school, certified daycare center,
Hifz Program and evening and weekend Islamic education as well as adult

faee

$0201 Nov/Dec 2003 X Parents of Indo/Pak origin of
American born Muslimah 21, fair, 5’ 37, BS (Sociology)
student, invite detailed correspondence from an interested
Sunni Muslim professional.

Contact mail/e-mail alig73@yahoo.com (NC)
$0202 Nov/Dec 2003 2 Sunni Muslim Indian parents seek
a match for their daughter, studying Masters in Heath
Admin, in U.S., on student visa. She is a Dentist from
India; looking for an established professional between 30
to 35 years. E-mail your background info to:
sarwarsyedabu@yahoo.com

programs.

Minimum Qualifications

- Graduate of an accredited Islamic institute

- Permanent Resident/Citizen of United States of America

- Good command of the Arabic Language - Excellent
communication skills in Arabic & English.

- Distinguished leadership skills in Islamic activities

- Fully knowledgeable in Qur'an, Hadith and Figh

(SR P e

The Oxford Dictionary
of Islam; Dr. John L.
Esposito, ed,; Dxford
University Press;
2003; pp. 359; HB.

Zad-ul-Ma'ad fi Hadyi Khair-i
‘ibad; Provisions for the
Hereafter Taken from the
Guidance of Allah's Best
Warshippor; Ibn Qayyim
(Trans. Jalal Abualrub);
voww.ILMpublications.com

Benefits: Excellent benefit package that includes housing and a
comprehensive health insurance program.

Candidates: Interested candidates should submit resumes to:
- Email address: imamsearch@isb.org

- Mail: Imam Search Committee, 6631 Johnnycake Road,
Baltimore, MD 21244

For correspondence:
ISNA Matrimonials
PO Box 38, Plainfield, IN 46168

Tel.: 317-839-8157 ext 248 For additional information, please call 443-695-1791.

To learn more about ISB, please visit us at http://www.alrahmah.org

For advertising and

g . . For additional information, please contact Chair, Imam Search Committee
contact information: www.isna.net

at 410-455-9762. 410-951-3786

Resumes Deadline: Open until filled
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One Million Meals Project 2003-04

Feed the poor in Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and Africa

Over /2million
served in 5 yrs

» Zakah distribution touched the
lives of 280,000

» Sacrificed over 3054 Qurbani
& Sadaga and reached approx.
360,000 people

» Over 355 heads of families
stood on their own feet

» Supported 145 families every
month

» Adopted over 115 schools

» Supported over 5400 students

» Sent eleven 40-ft containers
(approx 172 tons). Over 500
computers, hundreds of
books, medical equipment and
blankets, clothes, shoes etc

» Over 55 tons of dry ration
distributed in refugee camps
and disaster hit areas = -

2002 Financial

Funds recelved / disbursed in US $
Funds recelived:

Deslgnated Donations 440,998

Non-Designated Donations 66,035

Total Funds collected 507,033
Less:

Disbursement of designated

donations (301,278)

Social Welfare

Zakah Distribution

Hidaya handles your Zakah per
strict shariah guidelines and as
instructed by donors. Zakah funds
are transferred to sister & reliable
partner organizations in Pakistan,
India and Bangladesh to support
orphans, widows, poor elderly,
families in extreme poverty,
deserving students, heath care and
marriage support for poor girls.

Sadaqat-Ul-Fitr
It is obligatory to pay for all persons
in the household. It is encouraged
to pay it before the Eid salah,
so that the poor can enjoy the
happiness of eld. The sadagat-ul-
fitr this year is $7 per person.

Qurbani/Udhiya 2004

Animal sacrifice is performed by
Hidaya on behalf of donors and is
distributed amongst the poor. The
cost of goat/sheep is $75 and share
in buffalo/cow is $60.

 Sadaqa Distribution
Hidaya distributes sadaga in the
form of cash and animal sacrifice
(goat/sheep, $60) within 72 hours.

Education

Student Support

Hidaya Foundation provides books,
tuition fee, exam fee, uniforms
and/or stipends to underprivileged
students. Our sister and partner
organizations identify deserving
students from primary to higher
educational institutions and meet
their needs.

Adopt a School Program
IT & Vocational Training

English and Arabic
Language Competency

Books and Computers
Alumni / Memorial Fund

Healthcare

- Medical Support
Underprivileged  patients  are

monetarily supported for doctor
visits, lab tests, surgerles and
medicines. :

Medical Camps

Mission
To implement educational, social
welfare and charitable programs
in economically depressed areas
of US, Canada, Pakistan, India,
Bangladesh and other South Asian
Countries.

Donate

Cash Donations

Donate via Check or Credit Card
and mail it to Hidaya at the address
shown below. You can also donate
online at www.hidaya.org

In-Kind Donations

Donate clothes, new or used items,
computers, books etc.. for the
Container Shipment project.

Vehicle Donations are accepted
throughout the US and given to
deserving in the community or sold
to fund other projects.

Calculate Zakah

Zakah is obligatory upon all Muslims
in possession of wealth equal to
Nisab (minimum amount on which
Zakah must be paid) for a period
of one lunar year. Nisab for gold is
3 oz.; for silver is 21 oz.; and for

Packages Include:
< Roundtrip Airfare from the U.S. to Jeddah

< Professional Makka-based Staff to Assist
you with all of your Needs

<> Care and Guidance provided by Prominent
Guest Imams of America

HAJJ
Starting at

$299500

Funds before operating expense 205,755 One MI"IO“ Meals A 1 cash, it is equivalent to the value |
E : Funding of Hospitals g 12 EAEe ;
%eprl‘i;ese benefits 6194 Hidaya volunteers raise funds for g P X‘; g?gigr:tsll\:;,searb(gpls(i:n :rviirlsslsesssg < Deluxe Programs
vertisaments A ' one million meals at the begining Save-a-Life r
e Hoercharkt servicesTor9es 2587 o each Ramadan until Eid-ul-Adha cash may be calculated according % Airport Assistance
g, . 0,
Security . 1,175 and execute the project throughout tGoolglleei?vezrlscgsﬁf atr?de at;)sfgisvsadgﬁ
Ofice Suppres 1565 the vear Hidaya Foundation Revenue ¢ Bank accounts, Stocks, and Real < Air-conditioned Transportation
payrall 37,434 . 1999 - 2002 E : 4
" Printing and Publicati 898 Adgiga state investments (not house
T _T_(:as‘t’ernntmg and Publication 1,051 Agiga is arran(;eqd upon requst  1seo [Estexs under personal use) are required a o e s |’J
Payroll Taxes 14,743 Y d to be included in Nisab when . .
seunn e 8 within 72 hours. It costs $60 Per o0 SRR Galculating Zakan. Now that You are ready to make Sotali lixe
ggnt ) 6,090 9 P 2001 [N $319.000 (Adopted from a paper published by Darul -Uloom Al- ) . |5,_”i £l fiod 3o daglg _,[a,'a U EY] &
nferences, Conventions and . 4507,033 Madunia in Buffalo, New York ) T ) s m = )
Meetngs 150 Kaffara 2002 [ s ; th1s Sacreo Journey), there 18 ok I I
Taxes returned from Yr. 2000 (1,933) Fidva o Checking ACCOURE(S) 3 . phil gl dylil d8ilS dyl ga pllk <>
Total Operating Expenses 91,438 Yy Container being shipped from US inG Ao 3
Funds after operating expenses 114,317 = Saving ni(s) 2 NO SM St]tute OY 1o 5 4 . ""I <>
Ingease in value of stocks at year 2’130 Omahrrlage Sclljgportéorl -I;ulzll'slsi:el‘;a;aklu;munt = oganiily dofl Ju8 3o dd4lye
en . rpha $ . ) -
| sesy P Anc ool B Dty of Heciieds | ¢ Know[ebge & Experience! Asodlly 3all diorlhi sugsa <
s e Disaster Relief e ; @ i I { &
Charles Schwab 2,130 A8l _uulid daatie 19 LA
o 1050 Refugee Support Real Estate (exciuding s ao'»9 )
e i ) Total 48 - =1 3 Y- P
Opening fund balance-Jan 1, 2000 15,455 Container Shlpment ST UO: 0 _.§_._ ,.ﬂ!.s.o ...ll.lll.!.!g.lgi d.h.mlga_ —lus-l.l <>
Net funds available at year end 124,705 - . . = .
dinolly dSe A4 gouwill dali =gy <

Ramadan is a time for Mercy and Charity
Give your Zakah, Sadaqa and Donations to

~ Hidaya Foundation

1765 Scott Blvd. Suite 204-B, Santa Clara, CA 95050
Tel: (408) 244.3282, Toll Free: (866) 2.HIDAYA, Fax: (866) 3.HIDAYA, Email: mail@hidaya.org, Website: www.hidaya.org
Mail checks payable to Hidaya Foundation, PO BOX 5481, Santa Clara, CA 95056-5481 or donate online at www.hidaya.org

ALNMANASIK

1-877-GO TO HAJJ

1-877-468-6425

Visit Our Website:
www.almanasik.com




