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A Challenging Moment

The memories of that tragic Tuesday in September are still burned
into our hearts and souls as we enter the month of Ramadan. We still
struggle to imagine the instantaneous loss of some 7,000 compatriots,
many of them Muslim Americans.

As many Muslims feared, some misguided people, mem bers of the
media, and elected officials used this catastrophe to spread misunder-
standing and mistrust among Americans. On a more personal level,
however, it was heart-warming to see that not everyone took this bait.
In fact, Americans of all faiths and views opened their hearts to their
Muslim neighbors, stepped forward to help and care for all of the vic-
tims, and redoubled their efforts to understand Islam and Muslims. It
was indeed a moment of relief when President Bush visited the Islamic
Center in Washington, DC, to make it clear that Islam cannot be asso-
ciated with violence.

Like many other centers and individuals, the ISNA headquarters
experienced some discomforting moments soon after this event. How-
ever, once those who questioned the usual “let’s blame Muslims” line
realized that Muslim Americans could not be held accountable for the
alleged acts of others, just as Timothy McVeigh could not be consid-
ered as a representative of Christianity, ISNA and Muslim communities
started receiving an unprecedented outpouring of support.

This positive response must be reciprocated. Given the current situ-
ation, the best way to do this is for Muslim Americans to act upon
Ramadan’s lesson of sacrifice by striving to fulfill their compatriots’
and neighbors’ desire to know them and more about Islam.

Historically, Islamic organizations in America have played an
admirable role in these two areas. For instance, ISNA has worked so
hard to institutionalize its “Islam in America” conferences that now
they are followed closely by the academic community. Interfaith efforts
initiated by ISNA now are being replicated in nearly every American
city. Moreover, ISNA and its affiliated organizations, as well as other
Islamic organizations, are actively involved in ensuring that Muslims in
America are treated as equal citizens. Such efforts extend from Eid
receptions at the White House to the USPS Eid postage stamp, the
recent endorsement of then-presidential candidate George W. Bush,
and campaigns to elect and appoint Muslims to public office.

The times demand that Muslims in America endow their organiza-
tions with greater stability and strength. The Muslim response to the
ISNA Fund for America, dedicated to helping all victims of the Sep-
tember 11 tragedy, is very encouraging. However, it is equally vital to
endow ISNA and other Muslim organizations with the means to
advance their ongoing task of representing Islam and Muslims in
America as equal and respected citizens, and as citizens whose faith
can help make America an even better country in which to live.

Sheikh Muhammad Nur Abdullah
President, ISNA

b
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Muslim Americans have a challenge to
facilitate their non-Muslim compatriots’
search for knowledge about Islam.

llah (Subhanahu wa Ta’ala)

tells Muslims never to despair,

because everything—even a

catastrophe—contains an

aspect of good. No one could

imagine that President Bush

would stand in Washington,

DC’s Islamic Center and read

from the Qur’an. Muslims realized how

right they had been to vote for him, and

were encouraged by his call for compas-

sion and distinguishing right from wrong.

President Bush, while meeting repre-

sentatives of Muslim organizations,

emphasized that Islam is the religion of

peace. He chided the media for its use of

the derogatory label “Islamic terrorism,”

stressing that we do not call Timothy
McViegh “a Christian bomber.”

On Sept. 26, former ISNA president Dr.
Muzammil H. Siddiqi and 15 other leaders
of major Muslim and Arab organizations in
the U.S. were invited to meet President
Bush at the White House. Dr. Siddiqi and
3 others were invited first to meet with him
in the Oval Office. Dr. Siddiqi presented
Bush with a Qur’an and asked him to read
it, just as he reads the Bible every day. Bush
replied that he would do so.

Dr. Siddiqi told Bush that his visit to
the Islamic Center had helped to remove
alot of confusion and misunderstanding.

When Bush met with the other lead-
ers in the Roosevelt Room, he asked Dr.
Siddiqi to sit next to him, and expressed
his appreciation in his opening remarks
to the press for the gift of the Qur’an that
he kept in front of him.
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President George Blish

during his visit to
the Islamic Center of

Washington, D.C., Sept.

17, 2001

Bush also acknowledged the Muslim
and Arab communities’ positive contri-
butions in America, which he said is the
land of freedom and safety for people of
all races and colors. Dr. Siddiqi stated:
“Mr. President, it is good that you are
building coalitions with the governments
in your struggle against terrorism, but
there is also a need for broad based coali-
tions with the people of diverse faiths and
cultures, especially with the religious
leaders of the world. We are with you to
promote dialogue between America and
the Muslim world to remove the causes of
misunderstanding, of violence and ter-
rorism from the world.”

At the meeting’s end, Bush invited DT.
Siddiqi to say a prayer. The group, hold-
ing hands, listened to Surah al-Fatihah,
its meaning, and a prayer for peace and
harmony.

Bush's initiative is being reciprocated
across America. The 240-member Reli-
gion Newswriters Association’s annual
meeting, held in Boston on Sept. 23, was
addressed (among others) by ISNA vice

WHITE HDUSE PHOTO 51 ERIC BRS R
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ent Dr. Ingrid Mattson. At‘l:e.ndecs
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_ﬁ'cque.m use “Islamic FEITOI'ESI after the
tragedies. The rcsu!utmp. adoplfx.l lj.y a
majority vote, al_sn I‘cjcctgd su_n{lar
phrases that associate L-m"ennre religion
with the actions of a few.
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Messages of Understanding. Suo_n :'i.fLEI‘
jearning about the tragedy, ISNA jon}cd
MuSIi.mt organizations across the nation

in issuing a joint statement of condo-

lence.

ISNA headquarters has been
deluged with messages of sup-
port and snlirlarity_, from non-
Muslims and religious leaders
sending inspiring words to
schoolchildren bearing flowers.
The deluge included painstakt
ingly crayoned “We Love You’
cards done by children from the
area’s St. Mark School and oth-
er schools and signed group let-
ters from church congregations,
as well as telephone messages,
letters, and e-mails of support,
sympathy, and understanding
from military retirees to home-
makers. Many wrote that they
were distressed and ashamed
that some Americans were tar-
geting innocent Muslim Americans. Dr.
Eileen Lindner (Deputy Secretary Gener-
al of the National Council of Churches of
Christ), Bishop C. Christopher Epting (the
Episcopal Church), Fr. Donald Senior
(president of the Bernadin Center), and
Bruce Schuman (the World Interfaith
Congress) were just some of the religious
leaders who sent such messages.

The headquarters also has been inun-
dated with requests from local, state, and
national media outlets for information
about Islam, Muslims, and the Muslim
outlook on war and peace. ISNA secretary
general Dr. Sayyid M. Syeed and the head-
quarters staff have worked round the
clock to fulfill as many requests possible.

The Secretary General said that the
response from non-Muslim friends and
especially from people who had never
heard of ISNA was overwhelming and
encoliraging.

2
2
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The Compassionate Outlook. Examples
of compassion and understanding abound.
University of M ichigan students wore hijab
10 Show solidarity with Muslim women.
who helped organize
the event, said: “If many, mzu?ywomgn gol
logether and put on the hijab, it would
he!p diffuse the misplaced anger that’s
bcmg forced on anybody that .'might be
considered Muslim,” Tht:f:‘ included Annie

Kelly, a devout Christian, and Dawn Wolfe,
who wore a hijab as a symbol of America’s
religious freedom. She said that because
she encourages religious equality, she
should support Muslims.

Franna Ruddell, a Fairfax County
schoolteacher, led congregants of her
synagogue Shoreshim of Reston, VA, and
area residents into creating a postersize
condolence card upon learning that the
All-Dulles Area Muslim Society (ADAMS)
Center had been vandalized. This and

Promoting Dialogue. Muzammil
Siddiqi assured the President that Muslim
Americans are working with him to
remove the causes of misunderstanding,
of violence and terrorism from the world

other cards, presented to the masjid,
were placed in the front lobby, and each
member of the delegation received a
copy of the Qur’an.

Dr. Shahid Athar, President of the
Islamic Medical Association of North
America (IMANA)—an ISNA affiliate—
who runs the islam-usa.com Web site, also
was inundated with outpourings of love,
support, and understanding. A Californian
mother of 3 wanted to assure him that not
all Christians hated Muslims, adding: “I
know that the attack on the U.S. was an act
of violence, not an act of Islam. I pray for
peaceful dialogue in the months and years
to come, to end prejudice, hatred, and vio-
lence between people of differing beliefs.
Tbelieve this requires all of us to search our
souls to understand ways we have con-
tributed to the problem, and what is
required of us for healing to take place.”

In the aftermath of Sept. 11, a Michi-
gan. high school teacher said that she
tried to explain the Palestinian plight to
her students, and prayed that “we find a
way to find balance in this world.”

Many who contacted his site said they
were saddened by the rash acts of their
compatriots. Others asked how they
could help Muslims, and a Navy veteran
from Seattle emphasized that those who
target Muslim and Arab Americans are
“shameful and embarrassing.”

A Muslim told the Council on Amer-
ican-Islamic Relations (CAIR): “I was
away on vacation when this incident
occurred on Sept 11. My neighbor
brought us flowers with a card and left it
on the doorstep. I have not met
this person in all my 16 years of
living in this neighborhood.
Her words were: ‘To our neigh-
bors, in this time, we want you
to know that we are here for
you, and it is our sincere prayer
that you are not subjected to
any unpleasantness. With our
best wishes, your neighbors.””

A Challenge Awaits. The out-
pouring of love and sympathy
places Muslim Americans in a
challenging position to recip-
rocate by making non-Muslims
aware of Islam’s message.

A Falls Church, VA, bookstore
reports that non-Muslims are
buying copies of the Qur’an
and books on Islam.

Moin ‘Moon’ Khan, President of the
Lombard, IL-based American Muslims
for Peaceful Reconciliation, told Islamic
Horizons: “It is an historic moment for
Muslim Americans to construct a bridge
between the U.S. and the one billion plus
population of Muslims worldwide. We
should declare ourselves as honorary
ambassadors of this great country and tell
them about the positive things about
America.”

Another Muslim American drew
attention to Caliph ‘Ali’s (‘alayhi rahmat)
words that “opportunity is a cloud that
flies by,” and that Muslim organizations
must make the most of it by offering the
knowledge their non-Muslim compatri-
ots seek.

CAIR executive director Nihad Awad
said that the anti-Muslim backlash requires
that non-Muslims receive accurate infor-
mation about Islam.

ISNA president Imam Muhammad Nur
Abdullah reminded Muslims that they
should do their part to strengthen ISNA by
helping it fulfill the growing demand for
information about Islam. He said that the
Administration’s policy of separating Islam
and Muslims from the Sept. 11 tragedyisa
tribute to Muslim Americans’ success in
building strong Muslim organizations that
have made Islam part of America. W
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Religious texts, if
not read within their
proper textual and
historical contexts,
are easily distorted
and manipulated.

By Muzammil H. Siddiqi

nfortunately, the charged
atmosphere engendered by
the Sept. 11 tragedyhas prompt-
ed media opinions, based on
Qur’anic verses that are mis-
quoted and taken out of con-
text, that the Qur’an pro-
motes violence.

Cal Thomas, a columnist for the Wash-
ington Times [DC], did just this in his Oct.
3rd article “Can we be fooled twice?” For
example, he presents only part of 5:82:
“among those most hostile to the Believ-
ers you will find Jews and Pagans...” One
wonders why he does not complete it:
“...and nearest among them in love to the
Believers you will find those who say: ‘We
are Christians,” because among them you
find men devoted to learning, men who
have renounced the world, and they are
not arrogant.”

Thomas quotes part of 9:5: “...then
fight and slay the Pagans wherever you
find them. Seize them, besiege them, and
lie in wait for them.” However, when read
in its full context, verses 1-5, the meaning
is quite different.

Islam does not allow or sanctify the
killing any innocent person regardless of
his or her religion. According to the
Qur’an and Prophet Muhammad (salla
Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) life is sacrosanct.

We read in the Qur’an: “...Do not take
life, which Allah has made sacred, except
through justice and the law. He orders
this so that you may acquire wisdom”
(6:151) and, “Do not take life, which
Allah has made sacred, except for a just
cause. If anyone is killed unjustly, We
allow his heir (to demand compensation
or to forgive). But do not allow him to
exceed bounds when it comes to taking
life, for he is helped (by the law)” (17:33).
According to the Qur’an, killing a person
unjustly is the same as killing all of
humanity, and saving a person is the same
as saving all humanity. (See 5:32.)
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antees of) peace, then Allah
has opened no way for you
(to fight them). You will
find others who wish to gain
your confidence as well as
that of their people. Every
time they are sent back to
temptation they succumb to
it. If they do not withdraw
from you or give you (guar-
antees) of peace besides
restraining their hands,
seize them and kill them
wherever you find them. In
their case, We have provid-
ed you with a clear argu-
ment against them” (4:89-
91).

Nowhere do these verses

give permission to kill any-
one. They were revealed to
Prophet Muhammad at the
time when the nonbelievers
were attacking Makkah’s
Muslims and threatening
those in Madinah. In con-
temporary jargon, as the
Muslims were subject to
constant terrorist attacks
on Madinah, Allah allowed
them to defend themselves.
These verses do not allow

Does Religion

Promote

Other people are found of: “Kill them
wherever you catch them...” (2:191),
“...But if they turn away, seize them and
kill them wherever you find them. (In any
case) take no friends or helpers from
their ranks” (4:89), and similar verses.

When placed within their textual and
historical contexts, however, their true
meanings emerge:

“Fight in the cause of Allah those who
fight you, but do not transgress limits, for

Violence?

Allah does not love transgressors. Kill
them wherever you catch them, and turn
them out from where they have turnec
you out, for tumult and oppression ar¢
worse than slaughter. But do not fight
them at the Sacred Mosque, unless they
(first) fight you there. If they fight yo:
kill them. Such is the reward of those Who
reject faith. Butif they cease, Allah 15 oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful. Fight thef
until there is no more tumult or OpPres”

sion and justice and faith in Allah prevail.
_If they cease, engage in hostility only
against those who practice oppression.
There is the law of equality of one sacred
forone sacred month, for the prohibited
inonth, and so for all things prohibited.
IF any one transgresses the prohibition
against you, transgress likewise against
him. But be conscious of Allah and know
that He is with those who restrain them-
selves” (2:190-194).

_ The other verses read: “They hape
that you will reject faith, as they do, and
thiss be on the same footing (as they). So
domot take friends from their ranks until
they flee in the way of Allah (from what
__'_5'__fﬂtbldden). If they become renegades,
st1ze them and kill them wherever you
find them. (1 any case) take no friends
:_’;bhﬂpem from their ranks, except for

aﬁf :hz:ﬁg::{i? gi‘ltoup with whom you
e ) treaty or those who

PProach you with hearts calling upon

€M 16 be neural. If Allah h;
¢ al. It Allah had pleased,
He could have given th er

,g;:iand they would hay
Iithey withd T
_Ii'ght 2 draw from

€M power over
e fought you. So
you and do not
»and (instead) send you (guar-

Muslims to engage in ter-
rorism; rather, they are
warnings against terrorism
that contain clear calls for
restraint and care.

Religious texts, if not read within their
proper textual and historical contexts,
are easily manipulated and distorted. Let
us look at the Bible and apply the stan-
dards applied above.

In Deuteronomy, the fifth book of the
Torah, Moses shares this message from
God as the Israelites prepare to enter the
Promised Land: “I will make my arrows
drunk with blood, and my sword shall
devour flesh; and that with the blood of
the slain and of the captives, from the
beginning of revenges upon the enemy.”

“When the Lord your God brings you
into the land that you are entering to pos-
sess, and clears away many nations before
you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites,
the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven
nations greater and stronger than you.
And when the Lord your God delivers
them before you and you defeat them,
destroy them utterly. Make no covenant
with them and show no favor to them”
(Deuteronomy 7:1-2).

“When you approach a city to fight it,
offerit terms of peace. Ifitagrees to make
peace with you and opens to you, all the
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people found in it shall become your
forced labor and shall serve you. Howev-
er, if it does not make peace with you, but
makes war against you, besiege it. When
the Lord your God gives it into your
hand, kill all the men in it. Take as booty
only the women, children, animals, and
all that is in the city, all its spoils. Use the
spoils of your enemies which the Lord
your God has given you... Only in the
cities of these peoples that the Lord your
God is giving you as an inheritance. Do
not leave alive anything that breathes”
(Deuteronomy 20:10-17).

“Kill every male among the little ones,
and kill every woman who has known
man intimately. But spare for yourselves
all virgin maidens” (Numbers 31:17-18).

“I will send my terror in front of you...
you shall utterly demolish them and
break their pillars in pieces” (Exodus 23:
23-24, 27).

The New Testament attributes the fol-
lowing statements to Jesus:

“I say to you that to everyone who has,
more shall be given, but from the one
who does not have, even what he does
have shall be taken away. As for my ene-
mies who do not want me to reign over
them, bring them here and kill them in
my presence” (Luke 19:26-27).

“Do not think that I have come to
send peace on Earth. I did not come to
send peace, but a sword. I am sent to set
a man against his father, a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law” (Matthew
10:34-35).

There are dozens of other verses that,
if taken out from their historical context,
seem to favor violence. Various violent
Jewish and Christian groups have used
them to justify their causes. The Cru-
saders used them against Muslims and
Jews. The Nazis used them against Jews.
Christian Serbians used them against
Muslim Bosnians, and Zionists regularly
use them against Palestinians. David
Koresh, Jim Jones, and Baruch Goldstein
all relied on religious texts to justify their
violence.

Muslims believe in all Prophets sent
by Allah, and so do not misuse or misin-
terpret the religious texts of other faiths
in order to defame them. Even in recent
times, Muslims have and are facing
genocidal campaigns in Bosnia, Kosova,
Chechnia, Kashmir, and Palestine—but
they have not questioned Judaism and
Christianity. Such a spirit needs to be rec-
iprocated. W

Dr. Muzammil H. Siddigi—who has a doctoral degree from Har-
vard—is a former president of ISNA, a member of the Figh Council,
and adjunct professor of comparative religion at California State Uni-
versity-Fullerton.




ISNA MATTERS

Dr. Syeed presents a gift to IACAC president; (right) About 80 volunteer chaplains attended the session

International Civil Aviation
Chaplains Meet at ISNA HQ

he 34th Annual Conference of the

International Association of Civil

Aviation Chaplains (IACAC) was

held in Indianapolis, IN, on Oct
1-5. ISNA organized a special session
for the attendees at the ISNA head-
quarters on Oct. 3.

The approximately 80 volunteer
chaplains from airports across the U.S.
and 30 countries listened to ISNA secre-
tary general Dr. Sayyid M. Syeed speak
on “Islam: The American Experience.”
He stressed Islam’s emphasis on the
sanctity of human life and peacetful
coexistence, and told the audience: “We
share the grief with the entire nation for
the tragic incidents of Sept. 11, and our
prayers are with those who were killed
or injured and their families. May God
grant us the strength and patience to
bear this loss.” He also called upon peo-

ple of different faiths to come together,
build ways of understanding, and pro-
mote goodwill and mutual respect.
IACAC president Rev. Walter Meier
spoke on the role of airport chaplains

in times of disasters and the need to
 be prepared.
Airport chaplains, who have an
office/chapel at the airport that is

the aftermath of such air disasters
. and stranded travelers. The first air-
port chapel was opened at Boston’s
i Logan airport in 1951 under the

; Lodhi, the director of ISNA Member-
ship and Information Services, has
¢ served as the Indianapolis Airport

: Chaplains Association’s vice president
¢ since 1996.

ports now have a Muslim prayer area
in their airport chapels. In the past,
: ISNA was asked to help families of the
i victims of the Egypt Air crash.
: The Secretary General’s address
: was followed by a dinner at the head-
i quarters and Maghrib prayers. For
¢ more information, contact us at:
info@isna.net]).

ISNA Participates in New York Interfaith

hristian and Muslim religious workers will work together to help major media producers
become more sensitive to Muslims and provide accurate information on Islam. This reso-
lution was adopted at the consultative meeting convened by the New York-based Nation-
al Council of the Churches of Christ on Sept. 28 in New York City. Attorney Aziz Ahsan of
New York represented ISNA and stated that Islam neither promeotes nor condones violence.
NCC general secretary Dr. Bob Edgar said that his organization is concerned about the
current wave of hate crimes and is initiating monthly consultations ameng Christian and Mus-
lim leaders to build and promote interfaith understanding. NCC has been organizing such
meetings for the past 25 years, but now has upgraded them to regular monthly consultations.
Dr. Edgar, expressing his sorrow over the more than 500 attacks on Muslim individu-
als and institutions, observed that it was encouraging to see Christians reach out to their
Muslim neighbors. He added: “The peace of our neighborhoods, and the true security of

nations around the world may well turn on our capacity to build communities of respect
and to bear witness for justice and peace.”
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©usually supported by local faith-based
organizations, often have to deal with

direction of Cardinal Cushing. Ashfaq

A growing number of American air-
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ISNA Elect is
New Presideng

uhammad Nur Abdullah
has been elected the ney,
ISNA President, with Dy,

ford Seminary to serve as Vice Presi.
dent-U.S. and

Dr. Syed Imtiaz

Ahmad to serve

as Vice Presi-

dent-Canada.

The Execu-

tive Council will

comprise former

ISNA presidents

Abdalla Idris Ali

and Muzammil

Siddiqi, and members-at-large Imam
Siraj Wahhaj, Ameena Jandali, and

Khadija Haffajee.

Returning Executive Council
members include Imam W. Deen
Mohammed, spokesman of the Mus-
lim American Society (MAS); Dr.
Jamal Badawi, Figh Council; Faizul R.
Khan; Ahmed Pasha Syed; and Sayed
Gomah. Other members are the
heads of ISNA affiliates: Dr. Bassam
Osman (Chairman, North American
Islamic Trust [NAIT]), Dr. Elsayed
Orady (president, Association of

Muslim Scientists and Engineers
[AMSE]), Dr. Mumtaz Ahmad (presk
dent, Association of Muslim Social

| Scientists [AMSS]), Dr. S. Shahid

Athar (president, Islamic Medical
Association of North America
[IMANA]), Altaf Husain (MSA), M-
Anwarul Haque (CITF), Riyad Sham=
ma (Muslim Youth of North Americd
[MYNA]), Qaiser Imam (Council of
Islamic Schools in North America
[CISNAL]), Hussein El-Hennawy
(Muslim Arab Youth Association
[MAYA]), and Dr. Ilyas Ba-Yunus

(Islamic Media Foundation [IMFD):

Ingrid Mattson of the Hart.
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ISNA MATTERS

Dr. yeed receives an honorary degree from Dr. John H. Morgan

Christian Academy Honors
ISNA Secretary General

he Graduate Theologi-
cal Foundation awarded
an honorary Doctor of
Humane Letters degree
to ISNA Secretary General,
Dr. Sayyid M. Syeed, who has
a doctoral degree in linguis-
tics from Indiana University.
In his citation, Foundation

¢ pus of the Foundation,

i which is affiliated with the
¢ University of Oxford, Dr.

Syeed traced the common

i Abrahamic roots of Chris-

. tianity and Islam. He

i stressed the close relation-

i ship that believing Christians
! have with Muslims as under-

President Dr. John H. Morgan

said that the honorary degree
was “in recognition of the
tremendous contribution of
ISNA and Islamic Horizons has
made towards the advancing
of understanding between the
Islamic community and
American society.”

In his acceptance speech
at the Donaldson, IN cam-

lined by the Qur’an.
The Secretary General

. said that the 9 million Mus-

. lim Americans are a part of

¢ the American fabric who are
. contributing toward building
i a better America—a fact that
: is increasingly being recog-

i nized not only by institutions
. like the Foundation but also
i by the U.S. government.

ISNA Joins Alliance to End Hunger

SNA has joined the Bread for the World Institute, which fosters col-

lahorations among diverse institutions, to help meet the challenges

of hunger and malnutrition. ISNA secretary general Dr. Sayyid M.

Syeed also signed a letter to President Bush asking for increased
funding for the Food Stamp Program and the Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), and a two-
step, $1.50 increase in the federal minimum wage.

The September 11 tragedy has weakened an already unceriain econ-
omy and dominates political attention. Leaters from a broad array of civil
society institutions—religious bodies, foundations, businesses, charities,
and others—are forging an alliance to end hunger, intent on making
progress against hunger, even in this darkened and uncertain time.

Hunger knows no frontiers, and as unemployment increases in
the U.S., so will poverty and hunger. In developing countries, the
economic slowdown will make under-nutrition more widespread.
The World Bank estimates that the resulting poverty will cause an
additional 20,000 to 40,000 child deaths. In the U.S., 31 million
people are hungry or food insecure, and about 790 million under-
nourished people in the developing world.
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Ramadan Expected
To Start Nov. 17

ased on the correct authentic sighting, ISNA’s
B moonsighting consultant Khalid Shaukat says that
most people will begin Ramadan on Saturday, Nov,

17. The new moon's birth (Nov. 15) is at 6:41 a.m. Uni-
versal Time—Nov. 14, 10:41 p.m. Pacific StandardiTime.
On Nov 15, when the moon will be about 18 hours old on
the U.S.’s west coast, seeing the moon in North America
will be unlikely, for it will be in the Southern Hemisphere.
In the Northern Hemisphere, it will be very close to hori-
zon and so close to the sun that any crescent will be invisi-
ble. Therefore, naked-eye sighting is impossible on Nov.
15, except maybe Hawaii. However, on Nov 16, most of
the world will see the moon. It will be quite big in North
America, for it will be 42 hours old on the west coast.

Eid-al-Fitr: The new moon's birth (Dec. 14) will'be at
3:49 p.m., Eastern Standard Time—12:49 p.m. Pacific
Standard Time, 8:49 p.m. Greenwich/Universal Time.
On Dec. 14, an annular solar eclipse will make it impos-
sible to see the moon anywhere on the globe, as itiis*
between the sun and Earth. On Dec. 15, the moon will
be about 28 hours old in North America but still hard to
see. That U.S.’s Southern Belt should see it on Dec. 15.
In South America, it should be seen easily. Therefore,
Eid-al-Fitr in North and South America is expected to be
on Dec. 16 (Sunday) Insha-Allah. -

ISNA is prepared to receive reports of moon sighting on
the evening of Saturday, November 16, 2001, and
ate them for authenticity, Please do not leave.
requesting moon sighting and Ramadan informatio
ISNA is unable to return your calls on that evening: ==

Procedures for Taking Moon Sighting Reports
ISNA will take the information from a person who
to have seen the moon, and its moon sighting cons: »
tants call the person for further details to verify '
sighting. If you report a sighting, please stay by
telephone and keep the line open. A conference
be held for members of the Islamic Shura Counc
North America, and will include the leaders of the
Shura member organizations, the members of the
Council, Muslim astronomer consultants, and sig
coordinators at the ISNA headquarters. They will fe¥iew
the reports and reach a conclusion regarding the p’g_gin-
ning of the Islamic lunar month. The decision will be
immediately posted on Internet: http:lfmoonsightin&com

For general information, please call: (317) 839-8151.
To report a moon sighting, please call: (317) 839-1803.
ISNA will have additional phone lines to take your calls.

You may access the moon sighting information of the
Internet at: www.isna.net and http://moonsighting.com-

—Khalid Shaukat, Natior,:IaA
Coordinator and Consultant to IS
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CONFERENCES

Shari Medical Know

Muslim Americans must share knowledge to revive the glory of Islamic sciences. BY SHAHID ATHAR

uslim physicians liv-
ing in the West must
bring back to Muslim
countries the technol-
ogy and medical knowledge
learned in their adopted
countries so that the glory of
Islamic medicine can be
regained. So stated Ayatollah
Hashemi Rafsanjani, chair of
Iran’s Expediency Council
and former president, who
inaugurated the 34th annual
and 6th international Islamic
Medical Association of North
America (IMANA) conven-
tion in Tehran July 27-Aug. 2.
In his inaugural address, he
traced the development of
Islamic medicine in Iran,
which influenced the devel-
opment of medicine and
technology in the West.
IMANA, formed in 1967
along with other MSA affili-
ates, is now a major medical
organization representing
20,000 Muslim physicians in
North America and has
inspired the formation of
IMAs in other countries. A
few years ago, the Federation
of IMAs (FIMA) was created
as an umbrella organization.
IMANA, dedicated to reviving
the glory of Islamic medicine,
holds its annual convention
alternatively in the U.S. and
in a Muslim country to pro-

mote the exchange medical
knowledge and technology
with Muslim physicians there.
This also allows Muslim
American physicians and
their families to see the glory
of Islam in a Muslim country.
IMANA has held annual con-
ventions in Turkey, Malaysia,
Jordan, Egypt, and Spain.
This year they went to Iran,
the basin of Islamic civiliza-
tion and medicine for cen-
turies and home to such
great Muslim physicians as
Ibn Sina and al-Razi.

The convention’s theme,
Civilization and Medicine:
An Islamic Perspective, was
sponsored by IMANA, the
Howard University College of
Medicine, and Tehran Uni-
versity. A total of 83 scientific
papers were presented—
about 50 from the U.S,, 25
from Iran, and 5 from other
countries. Presenters dis-
cussed cutting-edge medical
technology, medical ethics,
disease prevention, and oth-
er topics.

Dr. M. Khatami, a Tehran-
based physician, discussed
medical experiences during
the Iran-Iraq war. The local
host, Dr. M. H. Nicknam, pro-
fessor of immunology at the
Tehran University of Medical
Sciences, talked about trans-
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plantation issues from the
viewpoint of immunology.

Dr. Shahid Athar, past
chair of IMANA’s Medical
Ethics Committee, responded
to questions on euthanasia,
assisted reproduction, abor-
tion, transplantation, care of
HIV patients, and other

IMANA, formed in
1967, is now a
major medical
organization rep-
resenting 20,000
Muslim physicians
in North America

Dr. Shahid Athar,
past chair of
IMANA’s Medical
Ethics Committee,
responded to
questions on
euthanasia, assisted
reproduction,
abortion, care of HIV
patients, and other
issues; (above) HE
Ayatullah Hashmi
Rafsanjani

at the convention
innuagration

issues. In his role as an
endocrinologist, he }31'35(_:11&
ed a paper on the intensive
management of unstable dia=
betes mellitus with new medi=
cines and technology. as_l-\'!;ll
as a paper on an €
pictorial atlas for primary
care physicians. This showe
pictures of different
endocrine diseases and Sy
dromes that he has encoutl
tered during his 25-y€8
endocrinology practice: _
Dr. Iftekhar Ahmed, Pro=
fessor of neurology ¢ the )
University of Missouri-Kansas
City, presemed a paper On[i‘n
intravenous immunoglobUiE
monotherapy in the lon&”
term treatment of m)ustlu’:-
nia gravis as 2 convenient -
and effective treatment wi
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out any significant side
effects. He had 3 additional
papers, including his pioneer
paper on restless leg syn-
drome and use of Ropini-
role, a dopamine agonist, in
10 patients with this difficult
syndrome. He also discussed
the use of Clomethiazole to
treat acute ischemic stroke.

On a more general note,
Dr. Malika Haque, professor
of pediatrics and interna-
tional health at Ohio State
University, analyzed the man-
agement of acne vulgaris
affecting adolescents. Dr.
Safdar Chadda, associate
professor of dentistry at New
York University, also an
IMANA past president and
current chair of the Board of
Regents, presented an inter-
esting paper about obtaining
a happy smile through oral-
dental hygiene and well-posi-
tioned teeth.

Dr. Syed Ahmed, assistant
professor of psychiatry, Uni-
versity of Texas-Houston,
mentioned the use of such
psychostimulants as Ritalin to
manage AADD. Another
important paper was stress-
anger and heart disease by
Dr. Basheer Ahmed, profes-
sor of psychiatry from Texas.
He outlined the events and
physiological mechanisms
triggering stress and anger
response, and talked about
their management from an
Islamic perspective. Dr.
Akber Mohammed from
Wright State University,
talked about appropriate car-
diac workup for surgical
clearance for patients with
coronary artery disease using
American College of Cardiol-
ogy and American Heart
Association guidelines. He
also analyzed refugee medi-
cine and how to establish a
medical relief program to
care for refugees under
WHO guidelines. This is a
necessity for Muslims, as
most refugees are Muslims.

Dr. Hossam Fadel, profes-
sor of gynecology and obstet-
rics at the Medical of Geor-
gia at Augusta, presented the
al-Razi Memorial Lecture:
Islam and the Advancement
of Medical Sciences. In it, he
mentioned Islam’s positive

influence on science and
medicine, and outlined the
achievements of many Mus-
lim physicians of the past.

Dr. Ashraf Sufi, a gastroen-
terologist from Kansas, talked
about incidents of Hepatitis C
in a small American commu-
nity and his experience with
colon polyps in a family with
a history of colon cancer. Dr.
Shahid K. Siddiqui, president
and founder of Doctors
Worldwide, talked about
emergency medical relief in
India during the earthquake
and the status of refugee
medicine in Chechnia.

Dr. Sheik Hassan, the
convention CME chair, spoke
on the prevalence of tobacco
use as a threat to lung health
and outlined both the med-
ical and cost effects of tobac-
co use worldwide and the
role of physicians, especially
Muslims, in preventing this
problem in Muslim coun-
tries. Dr. M. R. Zafarghandi,
chancellor of the Tehran
University of Medical Sci-
ences and Deputy Minister of
Health, spoke about the
development of Buerger’s
disease in smokers and his
experiences in Iran.

Dr. N. Simforoosh, profes-
sor of urology at the Shahid
Behashti University of Med-
ical Sciences, talked about
advanced laparoscopic and
urological surgery and
showed a videotape of actual
surgery. Dr. Ali Ghafoori, a
physician from Tehran,
talked about the cultural
impact of Islamic instructions
on Iran’s medical system,
which seeks to practice Islam-
ic medicine. Drs. Rezaeian
and Edrissian from Iran
talked about the prevalence
of such parasitic diseases as
malaria and other worm
infections in Iran. Dr. Shiek
Hassan, who also directs
Howard University’s residen-
cy program, discussed issues
in graduate medical educa-
tion in the U.S.

A very interesting paper
by Dr. Mansour Bahrami of
Shahid Behashti University,
analyzed reproductive health
in Iran and provided inter-
esting statistics about fertility
rates, marriage ages and sex
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A total of 83
scientific papers
were presented
discussing
cutting-edge
medical
technology,
medical ethics,
disease
prevention, and
other topics.

education for men and
women, as well as population
planning. A group of 9
Tehran University investiga-
tors presented a review of
140 cases of Crohn’s Disease
in Tehran.

Tehran University Cancer
Institute’s Dr. M. A.
Mohagheghi’s paper on the
epidemiology of cancer in
Iran was also a very interest-
ing source of statistics. Dr. A
Marandi, the Tehran-based
physician and banquet
keynote speaker, talked about
integrating Iran’s medical
education and health care
systems. Dr. Ibrahim Sheikh,
a fellow of Manchester (UK)
Medical Society, eloquently
traced Islam’s medical contri-
butions from Taxila to Cordo-
ba via Baghdad.

Dr. B. Larijani, a Tehran
University endocrinologist,
discussed the epidemiology
of diabetes in Iran. Diabetes
is growing rapidly through-
out the Third World. This
paper was followed by Dr.
Athar’s presentation on
intensive management of
unstable diabetes. Dr. H.
Mirkhani, a cardiovascular
surgeon at Tehran’s Imam
Khomeni Medical Center,
gave details of off-pump and
conventional coronary artery
bypass surgery in his institu-
tion and the incidence of car-
diac events following surgery.
Dr. Azizi, a Tehran University
professor of endocrinology,
who has conducted many
studies on Ramadan fasting

and its F—I-ﬁ:cm on the
endocrine and metalh
tems, presented
Memorial

in Islamic fasting,

Dr. M.R. B
about ethical ;s
ed.with medical experim
tation on animals g 5
cern for Muslim physi
Dr. .Mozaffar Partowmah
e'th1c15t from Nassau Upjyu
sity I\-‘Ieﬁlcal Center, talked
about hxgmedical 1SS0S froy
an Islamic perspective. Dr
Ayaz Samdani, dean of thm.:'
St. Mary Regional Clinjg,
.hﬂ:!.dl.‘;(‘_ll'l, WI, talked aboug
l%SH(‘_‘.S m O_I"l;réll'l Lﬁ]]]sp]ant'a';
tion and end-of-life cases, [y
Hussain Nagamia of the
International Institute of
Islamic Medicine made s¢
al presentations, incluc]jng"
the history of Iranian physie
cians and changing pattern;
of cardiac surgery in the 2]
century. Dr. Rashid Khairi
from the Indiana University
School of Medicine outlined
recent developments in mans
aging osteoporosis. 1

The participants also
earned 22 hours of CME
credit from Howard Universis
ty, and selected papers will
be published in a forthcom:
ing JIMA issue.

At the convention’s con-!
clusion, participants visited
Shiraz, Isfalian, and Mash=
had. In Tehran, they visimd,.'l
Imam Khomeini’s house ant:
mausoleum, the late shah’si
palace, the Khomeini Founs
dation, and attended Fridd
prayers at Tehran Uui\fem .
In other cities, they visited
gardens, historical sites a@
museums, and the graves af
poets Saadi and Hafiz. In
Mashhad, they visited [mamt
Reza’s mausoleum. Atall
these places, the visi tors w
welcomed with traditionas
Iranian Islamic hospitalitiss

The conventioneers DOEE
that most Iranians are frcASE
ly toward Americans aI_ld Wals
to improve relations Wlfh. !
West. Americans, Eﬁl—“fc""nx
Muslims, should include 58
in their vacation plans:

Oii;:
b

eheshij gy N

Dr, Shahid Athar, MD, FACE, FACF isadnigﬂ'
ciate professor of medicine atthe In

sity School of Medicine s wellas |l
(SATHAR3524@aoI.ccm)
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Muslim victims of September 11

trying to cast the tragedy as a clash between faiths may not realize that among the

M uslim Americans were ameng those who lost their lives on Sept. 11. Many who are

dead are names like Samad Afridi, Omar Namoos, Asad Samir, Yusuf Saad, Talat
Hussain, Azam Ahsan, Qasim Ali Khan, Naseema Simjee, Ashraf Ahmad Babu, Mochammad
Chaudhury, and Jumma Haque.
Although very little has been heard about the Muslim victims, many were working in the
World Trade Center. Some were among the heroes who rushed to the scene to help the

wounded. At least two were passengers on one of the aircrafts.

The victims include people like Salman Hamdani, 23, a laboratory technician at the
Howard Hughes Medical Institute in Manhattan. Perhaps his training gave him reason#
hop aboard an ambulance headed for the WTC after the first of the planes hit. =8

Taimour Khan, 29, an native born Pakistani-American commodities trader for Carr s
Futures, who was at work on the 92nd floor when the first of the planes smashed into One'
World Trade Center at 8.45 a.m. He never had a chance.

IT consultant Rahma Salie, 28 years old and 7 months pregnant
Sri Lankan Muslim American, accompanied by her husband, Micha

Greek-American Muslim, were passengers on Ameti

tower, the one that Taimour was in.

The Council on American Islamic Relz

Ailines flight 11 #

mates that 800 Muslims were

among the victims, and some believe that many names may never come up because they

were undocumented workers.

Interactive Internet Islamic Education

he Internet Islamic Univer-

sity (IlU), the first interac-

tive Islamic distance-learn-
ing program, was warmly
endorsed at its New York inau-
gural August 11.

I1U offers interactive higher
Islamic education with experi-
enced and qualified scholars.
|IU’s sponsors are also develop-
ing an interactive Internet Islam-
ic School (IIS) for younger stu-
dents. 1IS, scheduled to go
online January 2002, will offer
more options to enhance Islam-
ic knowledge, says [IU president
Zaheer Uddin, adding that only
2 percent of Muslim children
attend full-time Islamic schools,
and less than 10 percent go to
weekend Islamic schools.

He stressed that because of
the lack of Islamic education
and training, only about 10 per-
cent of the more than 80,000
Muslims who graduate every
year from American colleges are
involved in Islamic activities.

IIU student affairs vice presi-
dent Imam Siraj Wahhaj of New
York's Masjid Taqwa, asked
Muslims to support this vision-
ary project, which Imam Saffet
Catovic said is a pioneering
Muslim American project dedi-
cated to knowledge,

Imam Dr. Ibrahim Najm,
Director of the Long Island's
Isfamic Center of South Shore,

and [IU faculty member,
reminded Muslims about their
duty to acquire and perfect their
Islamic knowledge.

Dr. Shaikh Ali Sulaiman Ali,
Director of the Detroit-based Fam-
ily Services and [IU faculty mem-
ber, said that even though the
Muslim American community
contains many professionals,
many are unaware of Islamic
practices. Azmat Husaini, a stu-
dent at Stonybrook University,
said that we should take full
advantage of this unigue opportu-
nity.

Dr. Mohammad Jamil
Khayyat of Makka's Umm al-
Qura University and a [IU facul-
ty member, said that there are

more Qur’anic verses about
knowledge than about figh. He
asked women to become more
involved as teachers and board
members. [IU, he said, will
allow Muslims to take education
to greater heights by bringing
together the best minds in the
Ummah.

The most inspiring moment
was a beautiful recital from 4-
year old Safiya bint Saleem of
New York, who has memorized
substantial portions of the
Qur'an.

Zaheer Uddin said that IIU
(www.studyislam.com) is com-
mitted to shaping the Ummah's
destiny by opening the vistas of
Islamic knowledge for young
Muslims who are inquisitive and
deeply attached to Islam.

Muslims Convert the Menu

he Harrison County (PA) Jail no longer offers
meals that include pork, because many inmates are
reverting to Islam., reported the Clarion Ledger (July
26, 2001). Prisoners have raised hogs for vears at
the Harrison County Farm to help feed the inmates,
However, Jewish and Muslim inmates nationwide are
using the 1993Religious Freedom Restoration Act to
make prisons and jails honor religious dictary and cere-

monial requirements,

Offcials said about 30 of the jail's 900 inmates are
Muslim. Instead of trying (o serve special meals. the sher-
ift"s deparoment decided o stop serving pork. Robert
Parker, a sheriff’s deputy. said there is a nationwide trend
in jails and prisons of inmate conversions to Islam,
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1996, bou. g

U.Ss. :\"11\3' recrigy.
the‘(?rele Lakes (L) Ry
Training (j()ll*.lll:ll‘ld-@ere ]
told to wash theiy hangds.
least 5 times g day. The
result was a 45 perceny
decrease in ““"‘Pimtot)
nesses from the year b
Operation Stop Cough
launched, says a study eg
ducted by the San Diego,
CA-based Naval Healily
Research Center ( NHR@),
Also included were monghiy;
lectures on the impurmﬁ_
of hand washing. Data 1
revealed that infirmary visis
for respiratory illness in 199;
and 1998 were 45 percent
lower than that of 1996,

Dr. Margaret A. K. Ryan
and colleagues, who imple-
mented Operation Stop
Cough to help prevent respis
ratory infections among
recruits, note in the August
2001 issue of the Italics
American Journal of Prey
tive Medicine (2001:21)
respiratory illness s a com-
mon cause of lost time from:
work in the U,S. and “the
most common cause of lost
tfime from duty among
young adults in the milit:
Hand washing has long beetl
recognized as a simple way:
to cut the risk of spreadin'g;,
such infections as the coni=
mon cold, they said. A

Dr. Joel C. Gaydos Qf d-_‘-g
Walter Reed Army [nstitute
of Research in Silver Spring:
MD, in an accompanying
editorial said: “My impres
sion is that in settings “fh_c
visible soiling of hands 15
unusual, as in mMost Ofﬁ;eg‘g
not inclined 19

people are
wash their hands even = .
before eating,’ reemphaste
ing hand washing in ?uf

lv lives may p rovide 5t

cant benefits with IiLtIf: :
or cost, especially dum:;
respiratory disease SEASE
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Malaysians Have Unicard

he High Court has withdrawn the five On Sept. 5, Malaysia launched the
Tworld's first national smart-card for citizens. All passport, identification,

driver’s license, medical, and other personal details are now on one
credit card-size piece of plastic. Features include thumbprints and holo-
grams to prevent forgery. Future usage envisages security access to homes
and offices and public transportation and toll payments.

“MyKad” signals Malaysia’s determination to embrace the information
age. Five years ago, it launched the Multimedia Super Corridor (MSC), a
hi-tech enclave modeled after California’s Silicon Valley. This corridor
stretches about 30 miles south from Kuala Lumpur to the new internation-

The world’s first multi-application card is part of MSC’s initiative to use
innovative technology and expertise to make Malaysia a major IT producer.
Another smart card, the payment multipurpose card, is planned for launch
during November. It will include debit and credit card facilities.

The Multimedia Development Corp. (MDC) said Malaysia’s Internet
subscribers have gone from 880,000 (1996), when the MSC was launched,
to 2.2 million (2000), and will reach 2.72 million by 2003.

>

Hindus Destroy
Another Mosque

16th-century mosque built by the
Moghul army battalion during the

reign of Akbar, who later granted a
large tract of land to a nearby temple,
was demolished by Hindus in july and
replaced with a temple.

This act, which happened near
Asind (southern Rajasthan), was sup-
pressed by the district administration
but leaked out when local residents
approached the Rajasthan Waqf Board,
where records refer to the mosque as
Masjid Sawai Bhoj.

The mosque was situated near the
Sawai Bhoj temple and close to the

¢ mausoleum of a Muslim mystic whose

i death anniversary is observed regularly.
¢ On July 26, when the mystic’s devotees

¢ gathered to pay homage, temple

‘ authorities blocked their way and made
i them go through the necarby Khari Riv-
¢ er. When the visitors set up tents near

: the mausoleum, Hindus attacked them
¢ and then attacked and razed the

i mosque. The police did nothing.

The Hindus hurriedly erected a mar-

i ble platform and installed an idol,

i declaring it the temple Mandir Peer

i Pachhar Hanuman Ji (the temple of

¢ Lord Hanuman—the monkey god—

i who defeated the Muslim saint buried
i in the mausoleum).

India is ruled by a Hindu-fundamen-

 talist alliance led by the Bharatiya Jana-
¢ ta Parishad (BJP).

India Strikes Against Muslim Students

ajor Muslim organizations and opposition parties in India have condemned the
Sept. 26 ban imposed on the Students Islamic movement of India (SIMI) by the
Vajpayee government citing its alleged link to Taleban and Osma M. Bin Laden. About
400 of its members have been jailed and its offices have been sealed nationwide.
“SIMI was established in 1977 and its goal is to educate students and youth
about the teachings of Islam,” said Dr. Mohammad A. Siddigi, SIMI founder presi-
dent and now a professor at a midwestern university. ‘It is inconceivable that the
indian government will charge SIMI with such baseless allegations,” he said.
“It is very unfortunate that due to the events of September 11th here in the U.S.,
many repressive regimes around the world are taking aim at their own people
because they know America will not speak at this time,” said Dr. Siddiqi who hoped

° ° °
Chrlstlamty
L ]
Vanquished
® o °
in Britain
ardinal Cormac Murphy_o. _
nor, Archbishop of Westmj
and leader of the Romap
Catholic Church in England apgq
Wales, stated
that Chris-

tianity has
been “van-

quished” in ﬁ .
Britain and A
no longer '
influences f

the govern- A

ment or peo- =%

ple’s lives.

He stated

this at the =t 3
National Conference of Priests, held
on Sept. 5.

The Cardinal, who presides overd
4.1 million-strong flock, mirrored ‘
concerns expressed by the Archbish-
op of Canterbury, Dr. George Carey,
who less than a year ago declared ]
Britain a country where “a tacit athes
ism prevails. Death is assumed t0 be!
the end of life, bleak though that
thought is.”

“Christianity as a background to:
people’s lives and moral decisions
and to the Government and to the:
social life of Britain has almost i:l_'t’_;i‘_:_
vanquished. We live in a totally new
time for all Christians, especially for
we Catholics, and the anguish of t
Western world is there for all to s€
said Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor

The Cardinal said: “Most peOPl?
in our countries turn to the freedomt
of the market place and the con™ =
sumer society . . . There is indiffer=
ence to Christian values and t0 the

nsy
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reason would prevail and the Indian government will withdraw its ban on SIMI. {$4.95). Asmaul Husna CD ($6.95)
“The Indian Government has no proof to support its allegations. This action
amounts to an end of civil liberties in India,” said SIMI secretary general Safdar Nau-
gori. “If the government has any proof, then it should bring it in open court.” Naugori
said that in reality the federal interior minister Advani should also be in jail because

his name tops the list of those charged with the demolition of the Babri Masjid.
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THE 38TH
ANNUAL ISNA
CONVENTION

This page, clockwise from top: The signage
at the Rosemont Convention Center
welcomes ISNA conventioneers;

Amina Assilmi and Muhib Beekun,
the two pioneers of the stamp
movement; Imam Hamza Yusuf
speaks about maintaining the faith

UMITED STATES
POSTAL SERICE in a challenging environment

Thousands of Muslim Americans

a-q 5o demonstrate how their diversity
. . : becomes a source of strength,
b, o @ilj.jﬁ' , cooperation, and understanding.

- | By Omer Bin Abdullah

Be American N

vin Hospitality

ome 40,000 Muslim Americans attending ISNA’s 38th Annu-
al Convention at Chicago’s Rosemont Convention Center,

AN

and thousands more gathered for the city’s annual Muslim
American Society (MAS) convention at the McCormick

Center, watched with pride and thankfulness as the first-ever

U.S. Eid postal stamp was unveiled at the ISNA Convention on Sept. 1.
This event formally acknowledged that the U.S. is a Judeo-Christian-

Islamic land in which the three Abrahamic faiths enjoy equal status.

The event was addressed by MAS spokesman Imam W. D. Muhammad,

: outgoing ISNA president Dr. Muzammil Siddiqi, Rep. David Bonior
i . 1] (D-MI), ISNA secretary general Dr. Sayyid M. Syeed, American Muslim
‘ ' = Council (AMC) executive director Aly R. Abuzaakouk, and U.S. Postal

This page, clockwise from left: Dr. Ali Mazrui delivers another thoughlf“”d
stressing that Muslims are a part of the American fabric; BoY S‘M
march the colors to signal the start of the launch ceremony; Pf

Siddigi welcoming the issuance of the Eid stamp. Dr. Muzamm!

and Dr, Sayyid Syeed stand in front of the gigantic Eid stamp'h"’"
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THE 38TH
ANNUAL ISNA
CONVENTION

Muzammil
Siddiqi
asked
Muslims to
understand
diversity,
respect
each other,
and work
together to
achieve
their higher
goals.
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Service officials. It also was a proud day for the Nevada teenager Muhib Beeky,, whip 1l
effort 5 years ago, and for veteran Muslim activist Amina Assilmi, who pursued it. Apqg :;.)
a proud moment for 7 million Muslim Americans to know that they are equally rec, 7‘ni (&

Dr. Syeed stressed that Muslim Americans have seen how effective organized work g, x5!
gratulated Muslim children for sending thousands of letters to the USPS in a silent degl.lcdr.l be,
ation without a stamp, relying on the common American ideal of no laxation withoy, ;.?u- _

Ankara must have shook its collective head in disbelief as thousands of Muslim \mlé YCsen
ed "Erbakan, Erbakan, Mujahid, Mujahid, Erbakan” as the veteran Statesman apg ﬂcaqg
Necemettin Erbakan, Turkey’s first Islamic prime minister, accepted an award [y gem:’s \
ity in recognition of his founding the Muslim countries economic cooperation 'dgl‘eem": 0]
ting was Chicago—dubbed the “American Madinah” by a Western research \\fr“itel-,_r_1 s
Erbakan reminded Muslim Americans to seek knowledge and share it with fellow MU.SI‘W'I} T

The convention also honeored Dr. Atta-ur Rahman, the first Pakistani minister fo- s::m
technology, for his service to development and education. He urged Muslim A?Tmrican.l
acquire the knowledge leading to real power and described knowledge as the “ney, 0‘11;"-'11 ]
next generation. He asked Muslim Americans to share and use this knowledge 1 hel lh"
lim world progress and develop. Pe

In his welcome address, Dr. Muzammil Siddiqi reminded attendees that the conventionfs
of “Islam: Strength through Diversity” means that Muslims, despite their diversity, have ny
common and that their diversity should be a source of strength, cooperation, and undersg ‘
He asked Muslims to understand diversity, respect each other, and work together to achieg
higher goals. Dr. Siddiqi, passing on the mantle of leadership to Imam Muhammad Ny
MO, stated that ISNA is a service organization that has worked consisten tly for
founding as a student organization in 1963.

The convention's inaugural session was addressed by the ISNA leadership; the heads
affiliated organizations as the Association of Muslim Scientists and Engineers (AMSE). the 4
tion of Muslim Social Scientists (AMSS), the Islamic Medical Association of North America (IM
the Muslim Students Association of the U.S. & Canada (MSA), and the North American
Trust (NAIT); and such international guests as the chief minister of Terengganu ( Mala_vsia}-, i
retary general of the Council of Saudi Chambers of Commerce, and many others, Muslip
lains of the U.S. armed forces also were recognized at the session.

Attorney Kareem M. Irfan, chairman of the Council of Islamic Organizations of Greater Chic
80, welcomed the guests on behalf of Greater Chicago’s 450,000 Muslims and said that the
convention has become the largest annual gatheri ng of Muslims in the West and possibly the
non-obligatory international Islamic community event.

Dr. Murad Hofmann, a former German ambassador to Morocco, focused on the religiousalli
for moral guidance and leadership in a secular state and stressed that Muslims and members of
er faith communities should convince the West that religion alone can save it from a Soviets
lapse. He added that Muslim Americans are ready to administer the medicine that the U.S, _
for its survival as an ethical society. Muslims, he said, must let despairing people see religion a
source of knowledge complementary to science, an equally intelligent approach to reality.

Hamza Yusuf, the most popular speaker—especially among the younger generation— called |
Muslims to recognize and commend the good and to recognize and condemn the bad.

Dr. Zahid Bukhari of Georgetown University's Muslims in the American Public Square Pt
pointed out that the diversity of Muslims in North America is second only to that of Muslims:
gather at Hajj. Dr. John Esposito of Georgetown University's Center for Muslim-Christian Un
standing expressed optimism at the growing involvement of Muslim women in community
and the growing understanding among Muslims and non-Muslims.

In “Diversity: The Natural Way,” speakers addressed how Allah has made diversity an iutE'g_'lfal
of His creation’s natural order and how this fact should affect Muslims’ individual and com

chieve
rof S,
this poal ¢

Below and top: The Bazaar — the
favorite meeting place for everyone
with scores of titles to choose
from; Right: Former Turkish Prime
Minister Dr. Necmettin Erbakan
attending the President’s Banquet
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First American

Stamp Released

ever American postal stamp honoring Eid al-Fitr was issued

in the Chicago suburb of Des Plaines on September 1,
2001, during ISNA’s 38th annual convention, as thousands of
Muslim Americans called out “Allahu Akbar!”

Addressing the ceremony, telecast live to the Muslim Ameri-
can Society’s (MAS) convention at the McCormick Center in
Chicago, ISNA secretary general Dr. Sayyid M. Syeed intro-
duced the stamp and declared that it signifies that America is
now officially a Judeo-Christian-Islamic society, a nation that
equally recognizes the three Abrahamic faiths. He paid tribute
to the Postmaster General for responding to the call of thou-
sands of Muslim American children for an Eid stamp, adding
that the stamp is a new chapter in Muslim American history.

Imam W. D. Muhammad, spokesman of MAS, who took
time off from the MAS convention to join the stamp’s unveiling,
said that this stamp recognizes Islam as part of America, adding:
“Thank God for the great country that welcomes all peoples.”
| “It’s not just a stamp,” said ISNA president Dr. Muzanumil H.

Il is no longer “taxation without an Fid stamp.” The first-

Siddiqi. “It’s a symbol that we [Muslims] are part of this society.”
y The movement for this stamp started in 1996 when Muhib
! Beekun, a 5th grade student in Nevada, wrote to Aminah Assil-
| mi, president of the International Union of Muslim Women, to

find out where he could find an Eid stamp. In response to Assil-
mi’s suggestion, he wrote to the Council on American Islamic
Relations (CAIR), a Washington, DC-based Muslim American
public affairs organization. His letter led CAIR to publicize the
request. Soon 3,000 letters from Muslim children addressed to
the Postmaster General poured into CAIR’s office and then were
presented to the Postmaster General. In the coming months,
CAIR and the AMC, another Washington, DCbased Muslim
American public affairs organization, presented several thou-
" sand more letters to the Postmaster General. In addition, thou-
sands of children sent their illustrated ideas to USPS. In 1999,
USPS contacted the AMC to help select an artist for the stamp.

AMC executive

Aly Abuzaakouk
flanked by Rep.
David Bonoir (D-MI)
congratulates a
USPS official on the
release of the Eid
stamp, while Dr.
Muzammil Siddigi
and Dr. Sayyid
Muhammad Syeed
look on.
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The speakers were
‘200'4' ); Dr Aslam Abdull

Mohamed Zakariya, a Muslim
American revert to Islam and
a calligrapher trained in
Turkey, was selected.

The stamp’s final design was unveiled last Vear in se
American Islamic centers. Assilmi suggested that the sy
change the issue date to coincide with the ISNA convent
and said that the stamp was the result of the efforts of
children and proof that organized works succeeds, :

The ceremony started with a prayer by Dr, Muzammi
Siddiqi, ISNA's out-going two-term president. Other pap
addressed the gathering, among them Rep. David Bg
MI), who introduced and successfully piloted a cong
resolution recognizing the Muslim contribution 1o a
stamp designer Zakariva, AMC Executive Director -‘\ly-".
Abuzaakouk, USPS Public Affairs Vice President Azep
Jaffer, and USPS officials.

In the convention bazaar, scores lined up to purcha
day covers and stamps. An adjoining booth purveyed lice
shirts emblazoned with the Eid stamp, and another one.
a licensed limited edition framed reproduction of the st
printed on a special canvass. Amidst the joy, Beekun, now
10th grader, was surrounded by young and old people
his autograph on the first-day covers. The day belonged
young Muhib and the veteran of Islamic activism, Amii
to 10 million Muslim Americans.

Ironically, among the attendees was former Turkish P}
Minister Dr. Necemettin Erbakan, who was deposed by
Turkish army for being a Muslim activist, as well as Me
Kavakci, the U.S. educated Turkish parliamentarian wh
denied her post because she would not remove her hijz

The USPS printed 75 million copies of the new stampy
which is part of the USPS’s holiday celebration series.
stamps commemorate Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Cinco de
and Thanksgiving. m
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al compatibility for accepting this re:‘hgl?n 'Llsjun_‘l!,‘
d University and co-director of Georgetown University's lrogut
" ~ach integration in Muslim communities, encourage

itv: A Pragmatic Approach,” Dr. Tariq Ramadan sta ted that
fferent racial, linguistic, and national groups, as well as
should be appreciated and respected, but a certain degree
1 e huilding an Istamic Ummah here. "
Lo rn?u’oual Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT) ITl(JClltiatf_Cl'.l
setting and consensus-building for
3 EX ive director of the American Mus-
Dr. Agha Saeed, executive director of the A :
ah, editor of the Minaret; Rep. David Bonior {D—Mij'; Dr. i
he Coungil on American-Islamic Relations ((%AIR); and Dr. Yahya iy
Gami Al-Arian and Sohail Khan offered their comments. .- ]
“he Muslim Character,” was addressed by the eminent expert of

‘which discussed agenda

ah Siddiqi; Anwar Awlaki, Imam of Darlﬂ Hijrah, Falls. Glhurtﬁlf.
ammad Abdul Hai moderated. They p‘mntctl out that tolerating dif-
concepts in studying diversity. . . . e
f the Hartford Seminary moderated "Wol_‘kmg with _Ideulo;pcal Dl\:{:ﬁ - =3
ISNA Maijlis Ash-Shura and Figh CQUHUI: Dr. Ahmad Sai-

.ral of the Institute for Arabic and Islamic Studies; a_nd Dr. Hofmann

- ruly diverse Ummah that transcends boundaries based on mate-

alistic and ideological diversity. )

Hassan e cceed “Ethics of Disagreement” with Dr. Muhammad Shafique
e mha;;:::s h;lllft which l'%luslims can handle positively differences

thought or practice, or in family, community, or organization-

¢hairman Dr. Bassam Osman discussed the wagf-related services that NAIT provides

' moderated by Dr. Syeed, was addressed by Terengganu
‘Umar Farooq Abd-Allah, and Dr. Ali Ma?.rl.lillulf Lh:::
1 i istori i e, they illustrated Islam’s
it of New York-Binghamton, Offering historical evidence, the; : slam
o fdi‘crsiw as a platform for harnessing the strengths inherentin

3 Siraj Wahhaj made a stirring appeal for justice for Imam Jamil Al-Amin dtlm'ng Ph:j—
#Reaching out to Others.” Dr. Hofmann, Siraj Wahhaj and Salam Al-Marayati discusse
e .. . .- N = .. ags_* . . -ties
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This page: 40,000 Muslim
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ari
pointed out
that "the
diversity of
Muslims
in North
America is
second
only to that
of Muslims
who gather
at Hajj."

Paul Findley, a Republican former congressman who rallied Musli
last year, warned the president to abandon his "unexpected pro-Israel bias” or 1
sition of 2 million Muslim voters who supported him last November, Findle
Maore: Confronting Amervica’s False Images of Islam, added: "Mr. President, T am

you to succeed in the years ahead, and I therefore urge you to do the right thj ng for
) - r for

and all Americans—by ending your unexpected pro-Israel bias in Middle Eag; policy® Mug

A Networking of Hearts and Minds. This networking of hearts and minds allowed N
icans to meet family and friends and new friends, and Muslim scholars and Iﬂilders?;
America to meet their foreign-based counterparts,

Among the leading lights who addressed the convention were Dr. AbdulHam;g Abus
president, IIIT; Dr. Taha Jabir Alalwani, chairman, Figh Council of North Americy. Dr A
Alam, director, Institute of Objective Studies, New Delhi, India; Abdalla Idris Ali, 5 f{J’["I'l.'ler IS X
ident; Nihad Awad, director, CAIR; Dr. Ihsan Bagby, Shaw University and Figh Couneil ey Na‘\
Yahya Basha, chairman, AMC; Susan Van Baalen, chief of Chaplains in Federal Prisops. D;n :
Yunus, SUNY at Courtland, NY; Dr. Rafik Beekun, University of Nevada; Dr. M. Adam 'EIS,heiI';h |
El Rahma Islamic Center Baltimore, MD and formerly a judge in Sudan; Dr. M. A_ Waheeq
professor emeritus of education; former congressman Paul Findley, Honorable GEOI‘ge G
member of the British House of Commons and vice chairman of its foreign relationg comy o
Altaf Husain, president, the MSA of U.S. and Canada; Dr. Abd Al Hakim Jackson, Professor g
ic studies, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor; Merve Kavakci, member of the Turkish Parliam
(denied her seat because she wears hijab); Shabbir Mansuri, director, Muslim Education " j
Dr. Nai'mat Mashour, economist; Dr. Ali Mazrui, Albert Schweitzer Professor in Humanities and
tor, Institute of Global Cultral Studies, SUNY, Binghamton; Dr. Yaqub Mirza, CEQ, Steylj
agement Group and co-chairman of IBTF; Haji Benjamin Perez, an activist among Lating M'.
and imam; Dr, Islam Siddiqui, senior director, Biotechnology and Trade American Crop Pro
Association, Washington D.C., and a former undersecretary of U.S. Dept, of Agriculture; Abdy
er Thomas, CEO, MEF Finance; Dr. Ayub Thuker, president, World Kashmiri Freedom Move
Khalid Turani, executive director, American Muslims for Jerusalem; Capt. John J. Tuskan -
mander, USPHS, senior public health advisor, and director, Refugee Resettlement Project; W-
Deen Umar, president, Muslim Prison Chaplains Association; Omar Weston, secretary general,
ic Cultural Center of Mexico; and Safaa Zarzour, principal, Universal School, Chicago.

Laura Christine Cohen, a senior at Harvard majoring in biochemistry and a recent r
Islam, said: “Alhamdulillah, after a long and difficult year I finally attended the ISNA con
that I only dreamed about last year. As I learned about and tried to improve my deen, I joined

sands of my brothers and sisters, who came from all over the country and from myriad backgrousis

but who all knew the truth I struggled so hard to find.”
Kishwar Joonas, a doctoral candidate, said: “The opportunity to contribute and to meet so

people from different walks of life, many of whom I have worked with in the past, was a blessi g

The Qur’an competition. The bazaar offered a grand spectacle while allowing conventione
purchase Islamic books and items and discover many new items, such as a clock that wakes u
for fajr prayer. All attendees were kept informed of ongoing events by the Convention News
Committee, led by Menna Jammal, a junior at the University of Chicago. She was assisted
energetic team of fellow UC students: sophomores Dania Dia, Sumerah Rahim Bakhsh,
Qureshi, Khaled Najib, and Afaf Qayyum; juniors Yusra Ahmad and Nadiah Mohajir; Northw
ern University senior Deanna Othman and junior Tehseen Ahmed; Harvard senior Laura

tine Cohen; Universal School, Bridgeview, IL seniors Malika Bilal and Nadia Hajjar, and juif

Assia Boundoui; Chicago Academy of Marketing and Design senior Zainab Kazmi; and M:
Park Academy, IL, senior Hiba Dia. =

Right: Former Turkish Prime
Minister Dr. Necmettin Erbakan,
T Director Dr. Jamal Barzinji,
ISNA President Dr. Muhammad
Nur Abdullah
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THE 38TH ANNUAL
ISNA CONVENTION

Connecting
Entrepreneurs

IBTF Conference brings
together Muslim entrepre-
neurs from world over.

foodservice enrepreneur
exchanges notes with a
Silicon Valley executive, a

motorcycle manufacturer from
Indonesia talks with a banker
from Jeddah, and an interest-
free financing provider explains
his services to a manufacturer
from Malaysia. Such was the set-
ting at the 2nd International
Business & Trade Forum (IBTF),
which was held in collaboration
with the Minaret Business Associ-
ation (MBA), and included the
Islamic Banking and Finance
America (IBFA), and the Inter-
national Conference on Infor-
mation and Technology (ICIT).

The IBTF honored Dr. Saleh
J. Malaikah, CEO, Al Baraka
Investment and Development
Co.; Ghassan Ahmad AlSu-
laiman, CEO, Ghassan AlSu-
laiman Est.; and Zia Chisd, CEO,
Align Technologies.

The IBTF sessions were
addressed by such luminaries as
the eminent scientist Dr. Atta-ur
Rahman, Pakistan’s first minister
of science and technology; Dr.
M. Nejattullah Siddiqui, King
Faisal Award Winner in Islamic
Economics; Dr. Yaqub Mirza,
president and CEO, Sterling
Management Group; Talat M.
Uthman, chairman and CEQ,
Grove Financial, Inc.; Yusuf Talal
Delorenzo, Shari‘ah scholar and

Clockwise from top:
Pakistan’s first
minister of technology
Dr. Atta-ur Rahman
invites Muslim
Americans to invest
in technology
ventures in Pakistan;
IDF director general
Ahmad Elhattab
presides over an IBTF
Planning Committee

author of several books includ-
ing A Compendium of Legal Opin-
ions on the Operations of Islamic
Banks, Mir Amir Ali, CEO, Amir
Technology Labs, Inc.; Dr. Mah-
moud El-Gamal, chaired profes-
sor of Islamic economics,
fAnance, and management, Rice
University; Richard Holmes,
US-Arab Chamber of Com-
merce; and Mustafa Syed, CEO,
OneVC.com and chairman of
ICIT.

ISNA secretary general Dr.
Sayyid M. Syeed lauded Pak-
istan’s decision to appoint a
minister for science and tech-
nology, pointng out that the
Muslim world awaits its leader-
ship in these areas. Dr. Rahman,
speaking on “Science and Tech-
nology: An Imperative for
Development of Islamic Coun-
tries,” stressed the vital impor-
tance of knowledge and that,
unfortunately, many knowledge-
able people migrate to coun-
tries that are inimical to Islam
and Muslims. He called for a
Muslim science and technology
fund, pointing out that
although Muslims are 28 per-
cent of the world’s population
and own 70 percent of the
world’s energy resources, their
GDP is about one-fifth of
Japan’s. He mentioned Pak-
istan’s recent steps in techno-
logical development, adding
that today some 430 Pakistani
cities have Internet services and
that bandwidth and universal
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connectivity are increasing.

On Aug. 29, the IBTF Com-
mittee met with Dr. Mirza and
Talat Uthman to discuss organi-
zational matters.

Dr. Jamal Badawai, a Figh
Council member, presented a
Shari‘ah-based Islamic Business
Model (IBM) and stressed that
Islam is an ethical anchor lead-
ing to moral behavior and right
actions. As Muslim entrepre-
neurs know that humanity is
Allab’s (Subhanahu wa Ta‘ala)
vicegerent, they and all other

Muslims must preserve this trust.

AlSulaiman emphasized the
need for a more formalized net-
working method and cited the
Minaret Business Association.
Idris Kothari offered the exam-
ple of The Indus Entrepreneurs.

The business financing ses-
sion was addressed by Dr. El-
Gamal. Mustafa Syed and Amir
Ali spoke on emerging tech-
nologies and trade dynamics.
Dr. Islam Siddiqui addressed
issues in international trade
and investment, and Dr. Mirza
spoke about promoting entre-
preneurship.

The global business oppor-
tunities session allowed busi-
ness leaders to network with
business delegations. AlSu-
laiman moderated the Middle
East panel, Dr. Islam Siddiqui
the Far East panel, Talat Uth-

man the Americag and F;
panel, and Fouga Maimpg,
Africa panel. Dr, Igan Siﬂ
offered his insights on th, B

and the Islamic warld,

‘\\’iili;un Straus, a senigr
omist at the Federal Recarm,
of Chicago, alsp ;trldrcgsﬁ
convention. Partict Pan
the bank and the Chicagg
cantile Exchange, '

Former Turkish prim
ter Dr. Necemettin Eria
father of the Mustim G8
ousted by secular Turkish
als, called upon Muslims to §
ways (o initiate a meaningful
logue with the West, He was
cerned over low inter-Mus
trade rates, adding that suchig
nizations as ISNA need to
leadership role in interM
cooperation,

The IBTF linked Muslim

resources, and participants o0

full advantage of networking
opportunities. ISNA Devel
ment Foundation (IDE)
Ahmed Elhacab paid i
IBTF sponsors. who had i
make the event a success.
invited Muslim entrepren
share ideas, inventons, an
ject news through Islamic
zoms, North America’s largess
Muslim publication.
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“IT Education and Education
through IT.” They stated that
cducation is key to any commu-
nitv's or nation’s future, that IT
cducation can produce the
skilled workers needed for the
Muslim world's economic uplift
and growth, and that IT-based
tools and services can improve
everyone’s access to education
and information.

Dr. Mirza spoke on entrepre-
neurship as a means of fulfilling
our purpose and obligations as
Muslims, and discussed aptitude
determinadon and choice evalu-
ation concerning business type
and organizational structure.
Abid Malik of Microbase Inc.
moderated. Salah Shirbini,
Council of Saudi Chambers of
Commerce & Industry, facilitat-
ed a networking session.

Mustafa Syed led the “Solu-
tions and Tools for Creating Net-
Markets and Value Chains” ses-
sion with Abbas Syed, Sun
Microsystems, OneBuild; Zia
Chist; Yusuf Hussain, president
and CEO, CesSoft Inc.; and
Abrar Ansari, Softec Worldwide
Inc. This session focused on the
value of building public and pri-
vate marketplaces, improving

transparency across business
parter activities for efficient
demand and supply chain man-
agement, and Key decision
points in selectng the right solu-
don and implementation issues.

A wide spectrum of domestic
and foreign technology, finance,
and manufacturing companies
were represented. Surveying the
conference scene, Amir Ali said

that it was satisfying to see so
many interested Muslims inter-
ested in doing business gathered
under one umbrella. B

Strong, Diverse,
And United

Muslim students congregate to learn and share

ome 3,000 Muslim students attended the 38th Annual MSA Continental

Conference—held in conjunction with ISNA—hosted by the Muslim

Students Association of the U.S. & Canada (MSA National): “Muslim

Students: United against Adversity, Strengthened by Diversity.”
Omaira Alam, MSA — —

National’s Program Committee

Chair and former Vice President

for Canada, set the tone:

“Insha’ Allah, this year's pro-

gram is going to be different.”

President Aitaf Husain said the

program was designed so that

students would “leave this

conference spiritually ener-

gized to not only uplift them,

but to contribute positively to

the world around them.”

Each session, from the
Light of Knowledge Series to the Breakout Sessions to
the speciat Dinnertime Session with Shaykh Hamza
Yusuf, was directed toward that theme. The main ses-
sions provided the program's foundation. Theses ses-
sions, each of which related to the next, addressed such
topics as “Creating Our Own Legacy,” “Bridging the Gap,” “Da‘wah to the
Diverse,” “Globalization,” “Out Of Adversity Comes Growth,” and “From
Spiritual Emperors to Material Slaves.”

Every breakout session—accompanied by two lecture series—high-
lighted specific aspects of the main session topics. Some of the better
attended were “Marriage for the Muslim Student,” “Muslim Students and
the Environment,” “Campus Concerns,” and “Inner City Da‘wah.”

Shaykh Faisal
Abdurazzak speaks
on "Da'wah to the
Diverse: Methodology
of the Prophet"

A Fulfilling Event. Those who attended Shaykh Muhammad ash-Shareef's
four sessions on “The Etiquette of Disagreement” received certificates,
including a 10-year old attendee who participated in every session.

Dr. Umar Farug Abd-Allah, Dr. Sulayman Nyang, and Dr. Tariq
Ramadan used the “Around the World in 2 Days” lecture series to high-
light the historical movement of Muslims throughout the world.

Hamza Yusuf enthralled over 1,500 students with slides and commen-
tary depicting the heavens above in “As Above, So Below: Islam & Sacred
Astronomy,” which had to be continued on Sunday night due to the quan-
tity of material and the attendees’ overwhelming interest.

Enjoyable late-night events solved the annual problem of students
milling about in hotel lobbies. The MSA National Brothers’ Basketball
Tournament was held on Friday and Saturday nights, and on Saturday
night Kulsum Tasnif and her fellow sisters conducted the “Sisters Event
Night II: Wearing Your Strength,” which provided the forum for displaying
their many talents. The Light of Knowledge series, late-night study ses-
sions with the attending scholars, was very successful. Shaykh Anwar Al
Aulagi enchanted participants with stories of the Prophets, and Shaykh
Faisal Abdurazzak discussed the history of the Mujtahid Imams.

The final session, “From Spiritual Emperors to Material Slaves,” led by
Dr. Umar Faruq Abd-Atlah and Hamza Yusuf, attracted over 3,000 atten-
dees, and over 500 more had to wait outside for a chance to attend.

The MSA National President introduced the newly elected MSA
National Executive Committee and asked the students to help energize
North America’s student movement.
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RAMADAN HELPS US
THINK ABOUT MODERATION
AND BEING THANKFUL.

BY SALEH MUBARAK

0000080 0000000000080000000@

Perhaps coffee was a part of my coming to the U.S. Arriving
20 years ago, | became a dedicated coffee drinker. Coffee
mugs became part of the daily routine. I have many funny
and embarrassing stories, such as putting my mug on top of
my car and taking off with it still up there! I had many spills
despite the innovations in cup holders. My mug became syn-
onymous with my morning classes while I was a college pro-
fessor. For allowing myself to violate the “no food or drink
in class” policy, I had to relax the rules for students as well.

Almost all of us have certain ingrained habits that we feel
we cannot live without. Yet many people live without such
“necessities.” It is just like having no access to a fax machine,
cell phone, or the Internet. All habits change during Ramadan,
for we seek to abandon some material enjoyment to please
Allah (Subhanahu wa Ta‘ala). However, does Allah enjoy
depriving me of what I enjoy? Of course not. In reality, Allah




helps me help myself! Consider our strug-
gle between our mind and heart, our log-
ical thinking and emotions.

We struggle to reduce how much we eat
for the sake of our weight and health.
Smokers always think of trade-offs between
their “enjoyable” habit and well-being. We
know that physical exercise benefits the
body and soul and that we should not avoid
it. Celebrities compete on television to
demonstrate exercise equipment that
requires the least time or effort. Yet many
of us ignore the voice of logic and wisdom
until it is too late. What is wrong with us?

If our desires control our lives, we
become like animals or even worse. Ani-
mals cannot distinguish between whole-
some or unwholesome food or between a
healthy or unhealthy lifestyle. But Allah
does not ask us to renounce life’s good
pleasures, for He created them for a rea-
son: “Say: “‘Who has forbidden the beau-
tiful (gifts) of Allah, which He has pro-
duced for His servants, and the things,
clean and pure, (which He has provided)
for sustenance?’ Say: ‘They are, in the life
of this world, for those who believe, (and)
purely for them on the Day of Judgment.
Thus do We explain the Signs in detail
for those who understand’” (7:32). How-
ever, He tells us to avoid excess: “...eat and
drink: but waste not by excess, for Allah
does not love those who waste” (7:31).

How can we maintain this delicate bal-
ance? How can we keep our brains in con-
trol, yet satisfy our desires? This is a mon-
umental task. Once Prophet Muhammad
(salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) told a Com-
panion: “If you guarantee to me (to
guard) what is between your jaws (your
tongue) and what is between your legs

Rewards in life are earned, not given away,
Heaven, the ultimate reward, must be earned wis
hard work, part of which is resisting temptatior

(your genitals), I guarantee Heaven for
you.” Simply put, the answer is self-control.
But this is far easier said than done. Some-
times it helps if that commitment becomes
an order (from Allah, the government, the
doctor, or anyone in authority). Often we
need someone to “crack the whip” and
thus make us do the right thing. We claim
we are intelligent and educated adults, but
do many foolish and unwise things with
full knowledge and intention!

Here Allah wants you take control.
You are ordered to abstain from food,
drink, smoking, and sex from dawn to
sunset for a month. You look at foods,
smell aromas, see cold water on a hot day,
but cannot enjoy them until sunset. And
you do that for one purpose—to obey
and please Allah.

We talk about fasting’s benefits:
cleansing the body and soul, under-
standing how the poor and needy feel,
and so on. However, let’s focus on how it
empowers us by enabling us to control
ourselves. How many times have we told
ourselves: “I can’t do that diet,” or “I can’t
quit smoking.” But we know that we can
do whatever we want, as long as we have
the will. Nothing gives us the strong will
(with full conviction) like a divine order.
We obey, are rewarded, and then look
back at ourselves and see that we did what
we—and others—thought we could not
do. And yet Allah does not want us to
prove this every day—one month a year

I
is enough. Those who seek ik
tual levels can do it mope
basis. (Note: The best vo)
done every other day, a5 was do
Prophet Dawud. Fasting every day
allowed.) 2

Rewards in life are camed,
away. We cannot get a college d
sleeping and watching television al|
or be a successful busincss[;ermn “-.1"'“
sweat and hard work. Heaven, 1l
mate reward, must be earned wiih
work, part of which is resisting tem
tion. One of Islam’s beauties is thag!
goal of such resistance is not to dep
us of all pleasures, but to enable
enjoy them in the right way and in
right amount. Moreover, it subjects th
desires to Allah’s laws, which are th
for our welfare.

In a country like the U.S., where!
dren can choose among so many tyj
cereals, muffins, bagels, and plentyof:
er goodies for breakfast; where mo
vision commercials are about foo
drink or loosing weight; where
rants and snack bars are omniprest
where people spend a lot of money t&
fat and then spend more money to &
the weight off; where calls for daily e
cise and moderation in food and drng
find few listening ears, Ramadan is neet
ed more than anything else! B

Saleh Mubarak, Ph.D., a former university professor, Works
pa, FL-based engineering construction company.
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Unity Is More Than a Moo

Adopting one place as a standard for moon sighting is unknown in figh literature. By S. Khalid Shaukat

oes Ittihad al-Matali mean that a moon sighting anywhere
in the world is globally valid? The fuqaha’ say it is applic-
able only for short distances, a view supported by Sheikh
Al-Uthaimeen, one of the most learned scholars of Saudi
Arabia. A global application is impossible, for when the
moon is sighted in Hawaii it is tomorrow afternoon in

Japan. Some people think all Muslims
should follow moon sightings in Makkah
for the sake of unity. This position con-
firms to neither Ittihad al-Matali nor
‘Ikhtilaf al-Matali. Adopting one place as
a standard is unknown in the figh litera-
ture on Ittihad al-Matali. This new fighi
position of following the moon sighting
in Makkah has been rejected by all Mus-
lim scholars in North America, including
the Figh Council, as well as others not
associated with the Islamic Society of
North America (ISNA) or the Islamic Cir-
cle of North America (ICNA).

Muslim unity concerning the begin-
ning of Ramadan and the two Eids
sounds appealing. But an even greater
“unity” would be if all Muslims prayed all
5 prayers when prayers are being offered
at Makkah. Just as prayer times differ at
every location, so does the daily fasting
time. Given this, why is it so hard to
understand that Ramadan starts at dif-
ferent times in different locations? This
should not be considered disunity, just
like difference in prayer times is not con-
sidered disunity. Unity is not worship-
ping everywhere at the same time nor on
the same day as defined by the Interna-
tional Dateline. Islamic dates do not and
cannot coincide with the International
Dateline or the Gregorian date. Instead,
unity is worshipping on the day/date pre-
scribed by Shari‘ah.

For almost 1,400 years, the two Eids
have been celebrated on Shawwal 1 and
Dhu al-Hijja according to local moon
sighting. Prophet Muhammad (salla
Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) lived in Madinah
for almost 9 years and never followed the
Hajj date.

Aligning Fid al-Adha to Hajj is against
the Sunnah and illogical. What did the
Prophet do in Madinah? What did the
Companions do when they started
spreading Islam? How would a person in
al-Quds know when it was Hajj in
Makkah, when even the fastest nonstop
horse rider would take months to reach

Despite what the poets
and singers may say,
the full moon can occur
on the 13th, 14th, or the
15th day of a month.

that city? Such an arrangement was
impractical and never prescribed.

All Islamic acts of worship are designed
and ordered by Allah (subhanahu wa
Ta‘ala) in such a way that, regardless of our
circumstances, we can do them. Even the
technology argument does not hold, for
many people have no electricity or tele-
phone. The idea of aligning worship with
Makkah may seem attractive to the devel-
oped world, but would leave out the less-
developed world and thus result in dis-
unity.

The Practical Approach. Some Muslims
say that if ISNA looks at the full moon on
a particular day, it means it was the 14th
of the month and, calculating backwards,
the month should have begun on such
and such a day, which matches the Saudi
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dates. Therefore, ISNA “must e
something wrong,” Despite W}iﬁ
poets and singers may say, the mg
can occur on the 13th, L4th, or th
day of a month. Therefore, by loy

the full moon night, one cannot bagk,

a month’s beginning,

ISNA is striving to offer scientific
to Muslims to clarify misconcepti
and often unscientific popular per

tions. Each year, every moon-sightin
claim is carefully scrutinized by Muslin

astronomers affiliated with ISN
ensure reliability. Astronomers can dé

mine this by asking about the moo!

height, shape, time of sighting, andso
This data is given to the Figh Counci
North America and the Shura Co
of North America, who determin
beginning of Ramadan, Eid al-Fitt
Eid al-Adha. Fach decision is based

sound fighi principles and available s

entific data. |
Since the invention of the clock,
lims have been praying b times & day
observing fasting schedules hased @
entific data, not the ime ofsu_nsef,_.
most Muslims realize that sc1cnnﬂfi
related to moon sighting should
sidered. l |
eFurther information 18 ;w.1.1lgbl
http:// moonsighting.com. Ei;g]
asked questions are 'aval 2 il
http:/moonsighting.com/ fag_m ;

i Shaukati}

Editor’s Note: The editor invited 5. Hhﬁlj]&l]".‘l'ﬁ ageived f

ing Consultant, o respond to the saverl
Islamic Horizons on this issue
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e the Joy of Ramadan with those in need [

poor and hungry in countries like Albania, Bosnia, Kosovo, Kenya, Somalia,
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. India, Iraq, Lebanon, and refugees from Palestine and Chechny

Pay your Zakat ul-Mal,
| in Ramadan and Allah
& will grant you the
[ reward of 70 times the

amount you pay.

k-

Salman al-Farsi reported that
the Prophet (PBUH) said,
“Whoever performs a faridah
in Ramadan 1s like one who
performs 70 faridahs in
another month.”

Ramadan Iftar Program:

$60 (1 person for 1/2 month)
$120 (1 person for 1 month)
$240 (2 people for 1 month)
$360 (3 people for 1 month)

; M er cy U S A For Aid and Development

Call NowToll Free 1 .800-556-3729

450 Pinetree Dr. Ste. # 201
fmouth, MI 48170-3869

X No. 38-2846307

print)

State/Province Zip/Postal Code

To Donate GENEROUSLY

In Canada:

Mercy-USA for Aid and Development (Canada)
110 Eugenie St. W #138

Windsor, Ontario N8X 4Y6

Tax No. 89458-5553-RR0001

i y_ fill out the attached form and send your Zakat, Iftar, Fitra or other generous gift today.
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tat Contribution Form

Enclosed is my gift to help the needy:
$ £

Zakat ul-Mal Zakat ul-Fitr ($7/Person)

$ $

;i’amadan iftar Other Gift

Total Donation $—— O My check is enclosed
Please charge my gift using:

O American Express O visa

O MasterCard O DiscoveriNovus

Fax

___Web site: www.mercyusa.org E-mail: mercyusa@mercyusa.org
__'VeD site: www.mercyusa.org E-mail: mercyusa@mercyusa.org

Card No. Expires

Authorized Signature Date
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Do pregnant women and nursing

mothers have to fast during
Ramadan?

Allah says: “Everyone who is present

(at home) during this month
should spend it in fasting. But if anyone
is ill or on a journey, the prescribed
period should be made up by days later”
(2:185). Those who are sick or fear that
fasting may endanger their health can
postpone their fast. If a pregnant
woman or her doctor feel that fasting
may harm her or her fetus, or a nursing
woman feels that fasting will cause hard-
ship for her and her baby, they do not
have to fast during Ramadan. However,
they must make it up as soon as possible.

Does taking a blood test break the
fast?

No, for such tests normally entail
drawing a very small amount of
blood. However, donating blood during
fasting is not recommended, for it may
harm a person or lead to his or her

breaking the fast.

Can an asthma patient use mouth
Q or nose inhalers during fasting?
AMany contemporary jurists allow

this because such sprays help the
patients breathe easily and contain no
food or nutrients.

I now fast regularly during
Ramadan, but did not do so in the
past. I had no valid excuse for not fast-
ing. Can I make those missed days up?
As fasting during Ramadan is an
obligation (fard) upon every sane
adult Muslim who is not sick or on a
journey, neglecting them is a sin. The
Prophet (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
said: “Whoever broke even one fast of
Ramadan without an excuse or sickness,
fasting for the rest of his or her life will
not make up for what he or she has
missed” (al-Tirmidhi, “Kitab al-Sawm,”
Hadith no. 655). Since you regret your
negligence, repent sincerely and ask
Allah’s forgiveness, for He forgives sin-
cere repenters. Try to make up your
missed days and make gada’for them by
fasting one day for each missed day. If
you cannot do so, give kaffarah (a day’s
meals or its value given to a needy per-

son). This is about $10 per day for each
day’s fast. Although not a complete
compensation, at least you will express
your sincere repentance and effort to
fulfill Allah’s commands.

What is the significance of fasting

during Shawwal? Is it based on the
Qur’an and Sunnah?

Fasting 6 days in Shawwal is men-

tioned in a Prophetic hadith:
“Whosoever observes the fast of
Ramadan and then fasts for 6 days dur-
ing Shawwal will be regarded as though
he or she had fasted every day” (Sahih
Muslim, “Kitab al-Sawm,” Hadith no.
1984). Thus, the reward for doing so is
like that of a person who fasts every day
of his or her life. The Shawwal fasts are
highly recommended but not obligatory
(fard). It is preferable do so from the
second day of Shawwal, but one can fast
after the Eid al-Fitr any 6 consecutive or
non-consecutive days during Shawwal.

Please explain jidyah and fitrah.

Fidyah is for those who are cannot

fast at any time due to age or a ter-
minal illness from which they do not
expect to recover after Ramadan. This
substitution for fasting consists of one
day’s meal or its value—about $10 in
the U.S. Those living here should pay
according to the U.S. rate and in dol-
lars. This money can be given here or
any other place, but must be given to
the poor and needy people. Fitrah, giv-
en at the end of Ramadan, is mandatory
for every person who pays zakat and
must be paid before the Eid al-Fitr
prayer. The head of the house must pay
it on his or her behalf and for all of his

Many contemporary
jurists allow asthma
patient to use mouth or
nose inhalers during
fasting because they
help the patients breathe
easily and contain no
food or nutrients.
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Q&A: Fasting and Zakat

Dr. Muzammil H. Siddigi responds to questions on issues relating to fasting and Zakat

or her dependants. In the U8

to about $5 Per pers()n‘ Ik l__a.‘.'..'..

Q One of my brothers lives OVersis
but does not earn enough Iﬁq
support his family. Can | give him ;
AYou cannot give zakat to you
children, or parents, because
your duty to support them finane:
You can pay zakat only after Yo
taken care of them and still haye ge;
money left over. Your brother is nag
your dependant, and so whatever h
you give him is an act of \roluntélry (¢
obligatory) goodness. You can give
some of your zakat if he is in need
it better first to take care of your
family members and relatives beft
ing to others. The Prophet said:
ty to a poor person is a charity, but
charity to a relative is charity and silah
(an act of strengthening the tie of
ship)” (al-Tirmidhi, Hadith no. 5
You do not have to tell him that:
financial aid is part of your zakat, bu
you must make the intention of zakat.

Can I give zakat to someone (o

help him pay off a business I0ARSS
that, for whatever reason, he cannotpag
off by himself?

Yes, if that business is his sole _

source of income, for if he losesit
because he cannot pay off the loan
time he will have no means to si
himself and his family. If he has o
sources of income that can meet

|
need, he cannot receive zakat.

How much can zakat adminisies

tors keep for their t_"XI'}f!ﬂSes?

According to 9:60, zakat can
A can use some of the zakat mo
meet reasonable expenses felate_t}es
office expenses, employees salarie
el, mail, and banking. Howeyer, B1&
have to be actual and neces;a-f)’1 :
es. When making a long-teril! plan
hiring employees, renting oﬂiczi.
withdrawing a fixed amount t0
sufficient funds and to meet le '
expenses is permissible. All exp! i
should be taken out, and at Y&

conrinyeD of FAE
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As Salaam Alaikum

“In early times, we traded hand-to-hand,
face-to-face using gold coins and we count-

ed using a handheld abacus (bead ledger). Today,
our hands use an electronic abacus called a personal
computer (PC).” We communicate securely online to con-
vert flat money, cash to real gold. We avoid usury by open-
ing membership to www.GlobalProtector.Net Flat Exchange
that you can use anywhere without violating Al Islam’s Shari‘ah.
WWW.GlobalProtector.Net delivers a safe place online. We white list
and fully eliminate objectionable material while giving you a LaRiba
gold payment system as a moral choice on your customized web page.
Visit www.PeaceOfMindOnline.Net and apply if you want to join
a cosign pool to get a state-of-the-art Hewlett-Packard (HP) comput-
er or business register system at zero interest with no usury ever. We

= are a corporate reseller for Hewlett-Packard and we buy wholesale

in volume. We allow you to use these machines and to pay for them
over three years at retail cost without any usury.

“We now keep the Pillars of Al Islam by choosing a nonbank real
gold-backed debit card to keep our Shahadah, to increase blessings
on our Salah, to purify our Zakat, to perfect our Saum and to make our
Hajj acceptable. What is free is not safe and what is safe is not free! We
choose GlobalProtectorNet because we love Allah and our children.”

GLOBALPROTECTOR.NET
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'PROTECTORNET NON-USURY PLATFORM.

hat happened on Septem-
ber 11 2001 is a mani-
fest evil and it stands
aside the great cruel-
ties to humanity that beset us
in these latter times. The Ori-
entalists—who study Islam only

to disparage it—see the East or the West as monolithic. How:
in both the East and in the West, there is room for diversity
compassion for each other. Despite claims that openness
Western ideal, it is neither Greek nor Roman, but tolerance ¢o

from the Revelation from Allah—the Fountain of monothels’f

As monotheists address the issue of the
east’s western struggle, the Christians
allied to Islam, especially those who
study Islam positively, concur that there
is more in what we agree as opposed to
what we do not agree. Such an approach
will be greeted with acceptance in all
quarters for its brave singularity in a
world of lurid politicized propaganda.
The Orientalist media is sowing dis-
cord among the People of the Book. For
instance, we have no right to judge oth-
ers or call Christian bankers, pagan
because Islam does not allow such
labeling. Instead, Allah advises patience
and gratitude and to avoid name-calling.
The Muslim’s duty is to glorify Allah.
This struggle is not a holy war against
usurers, as Orientalist terrorism experts

By Shaikh Abdul Taw’ala Ibn Ali Alishtari, Chief Operation 'ufffﬁifﬁnd Presi

would like some to believe. MusHmsf
must do jihad against bad habits. Th
Orientalists deny that jihad is as
against what corrupts us. One sii1;;
is a corruption touching us all like @

dust or a mist everywhere today- 'he.

Qur’an says Allah declares tha? He
wages war on the usurers specifica
Allah does not say a group, a schoob
political extremist or any marn 1S 848

to wage war on the usurers at all. =

Why then, people ask, there 18
and conflict everywhere and why.
good people seem to do evil th?t i
the very beliefs of all monothe_is
everywhere? The good people
golden rule that piety is better for_ .
lization than profane idolatry TQ i
doers suggest a new religion, Sciefy

dent

My retail/
wholesale
cosign GICs allows
| Gulf Arabs to cosign
' with the Shem and

Muslim retail
cosigns to deliver
{ products without
any usury. From
wholesale to retail,
% there is no interest
and that is good.”
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cil or a sword cannot change the Reve- deny the Qur’an and say that Ijma
lation. In this, God is clear for only peo- trade is too good to be true are
ple can choose good or evil. These skeptics exist to test us sinee!

The opposition to usury is not unique ferences amongst tribes exist to

11111} tq Islam. Prophet Jesus, peace be upon us about Allah.
him, tossed out usurers from a temple. My retail/wholesale cosign GICS
Today, only a few of his adherents allows Gulf Arabs to cosign with
eschew usury. Shem and Muslim retail cosigns
deliver products without any tsus
n the Qur’an, Allah demands non- From wholesale to retail, there
usury trade if we believe. We, at interest and that is good. The FO ;
Globalprotectornet, avoid corrup- Office of FEDI, Inc., as a Hewletis e
tion globally from our platform in Packard reseller, makes Standal'ﬁ_ -
' the United Arab Emirate Fujairah Free Reserve one of its offices under s N *f/
Zone for a flat electronic data inter- respondent agreement to act in/O48 '
change, FEDIL best interests to acquire PCs as 18
FEDI can do “All Risk,” “Pool” expand “All Risk,” “Pool,” “BIanses
(Reinsurance Syndicate), and “Blanket Contracts” for retail and jumagt
Contracts” as guaranteed insurance cosigns. It avoids credits as I SW& e N
contracts, and GICs that replace ICC Uniform Rules for Demand{
Roman law bank credit debt and that antees (URDG) for the uniform:
avoids usury or interest. mercial code (UCC) 1-3 credit fo
Globalprotector.net is a special kind file zero lien title insurance. A%
and rather exclusive ISP that white is no sale until my pool surrendel
lists (eliminates) bad sites by signing product for tax payment by user: 258

£ ®
a5

Humanism. The Britannica’s Great up good sites and by restringn ; ner b Ihtisab Majelle for fungible

Books Series vol. 1, Great Conversa- unsafe or bad actiozs fﬁg.'“f‘ g all =T ;iso“:’lsoev;d, I d in-hand trade in Saa stones,

tions, in 1952, revealed a one-world As a former New York S;Q' At d“rfs as I surrender as an electronic data inter-

order plan saying, “Eastern ritual or Committee regulator, T ndlk te B w ass‘e e, change Non-Bidah abacus. I} Nk

mysticism will be crushed beneath the ticipation in an insurance c: T pngzé\-eral Muslims Ali Akbar Khan in an Islamic a day

wheels of technology.” It is not technolo- antee as takaful that .-ep]ace“'? = as le " qf Caravansary Development Bank chart, archived

£y, but the innovation (Bidah) of Roman without usury to obey Aligh, 4 ghmgcripu; ral Wagf, at TheCompanion.com, proves that return to the Sahara.” I cannot go

law that is evil. We communicate flat value d; o ¢ electronic data inter- bank credit is not an innovation as back to usury nor do I want to for
Professor G. Ed. Griffin, a non-Muslim we are the flat global exe hange thority. or FEDI, in the they say. Credit is usury, since com- fear of Allah, Subhanahu Wa Ta‘ala.

economist, in his book, The Creature from and not a bank. We do what bg ¥ F]’] Fr‘ee Zone. The pound interest and credit existed By Ramadan 1422 AH, FEDI’s

Jekyll Island proves that the purpose of restricted from doing like all - ‘ Islands based Capi- from ancient Rome to India. Dr. non-bank communication platform

credit is to corrupt society. Moody’s cre- antees on their letterhead. The Brif 4 ce International, Inc.  Alam E. Hammad in his book on with its allies convinced Master-

do near the Wall Street is “Credit: Man’s Virgin Islands based Standard 5 Globalprotectornet. Islamic Banking: Theory and Prac- Card to accept gold at no cost and

Faith in Man,” and the plaque quotes my financial correspondent, is ab de Oasis Al Iman Edu- tice says, “In dealing... where eco- to transit it with its risk insurers

Senator Daniel Webster’s speech to Con- repository to hold fiscal vah,xes ; wices Inc., a scholar- nomic activities exist, Islam has for cash at no cost. FEDI uses cash

gress, “Credit is the very air of modern vacy and a right to do flat, no-us system for monotheist put forth a framework that differs—  to buy gold at a fee and swaps

civilization. It has created more wealth, trade. All transactions are registef beneficiary to rebuild and still differs—from other eco- rebate cost free. FEDI sureties

1 far more, than all the gold mines in the there and its lead risk insurer is trust for flat trade since nomic systems. Islamic banking is want it all. Allah is not too good to

world.” However, credit is usury. a desk in our office in the UAE list bank underwriters must impossible.” be true for He is Truth and Time.
The usury in banking may be repre- a gold MasterCard to our platfo eredit. The waqf owns I never regret giving up corpo- Now as we do the Pillars of Islam

hensible but it is no more reprehensi- Those who support the Reve oral Seminar Office of FEDI,  rate membership in the Arab obeying lariba, we keep our Sha-

ble, as a thing, than a pencil or a sword. and in concurrence to the Qura ching fitrah character train- Bankers Association of North Amer-  hadah, our Salah is blessed, our

Things do not lie or hurt but they are to trade on FEDI’s global commu sqist in Adab. FEDI's acts as ica, ABANA. My Berber aunt said, Zakat is pure, our Saum is perfect-

used to deny truth or cause pain. A pen- tion platform are as winners those o__ffair measures like the “Once residing in town, you cannot ed and our Hajj is accepted. »

FEDI’s non-bank
communication
platform with its allies
convinced MasterCard
to accept gold at no
cost and to transit it
with its risk insurers
for cash at no cost.
FEDI uses cash to buy
gold at a fee and swaps
rebate cost free.”
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GlobalProtector.Net’s Internet independent
platform protects our innocence and our piety

Imams/Religious leaders (those licensed to marry legally in
a Roman Law venue) building household cosign pools,
g0 to www.PeaceOfMindOnline

CPA/Business leader building management retail cosign pools,
go to www.PeaceOfMindOnline

All other businesses seeking flat debt for retail cosign pools,
go to www.ASafePlaceOnline

Capital corporations seeking to swap cash for gold,
go to Mudharib@GlobalProtector.Net

Single line risk surety agents seeking to join reinsurance pools,
go to Takaful@GlobalProtector.Net

Online Stores seeking to install white list pornography filtering systein.
go to Info@GlobalProtector.Net

Online Stores seeking to use Epurse Halal (rebate) Coupons,
go to Epurse@GlobalProtector.Net

Manufacturers seeking to do Epurse Halal (rebate) Coupons,
go to Epurse@GlobalProtector.Net

For affinity (rebate) programs joining us as a big retailer,
go to Epurse@GlobalProtector.Net

All inquiry for Epurse jobs,
go to Saedn@GlobalProtector.Net, with attention to the GM

For Power Point copy,
go to ARSami@GlobalProtector.Net, with attention to the Asst. GM

For Foreign Office of FEDI. Inc..
go to Aalishtari@GlobalProtector.Net, with attention to the President.

GLOBALPROTECTOR.NE

Visit www.GlobalProtector.Net or contact us at 1-800-924-0873
or info@GlobalProtector.Net
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VERYONE
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RAMADAN

According to 9:60, zakat collectors can use S0mg of
zakat money to meet reasonable expenses relateq ¢

Q&A: Fasting and Zakat FRom PacE 42
surplus funds should be returned to the
zakat fund and disbursed.

We are involved in education,
Q health, and poverty alleviation pro-
jects. Can we use zakat to support such
long-term solutions as establishing hos-
pitals, schools, and training institutions
in an integrated manner in rural areas?
AMost historical Muslim jurists ruled

that public and social welfare pro-
Jjects could not receive zakat. While some
present-day jurists still support this view,
such others as Muhammad ‘Abduh,
Rashid Rida, Mawlana Mawdudi, Amin
Ahsan Islahi, Yusuf al-Qaradawi, and
some fatwa organizations in Kuwait and
Egypt say that zakat can be given to pub-
lic welfare programs. They argue that
historical Muslim governments financed
such projects from revenue sources such
as ‘ushr, ghanimah, and kiraj, etc. But now
these sources are no longer available,
many governments neglect this matter,
many Muslims live as minorities, and
people’s financial needs are so great and
diverse that earlier rules and restrictions
cannot be applied and may not be very
useful. Although it is controversial, I
agree that zakat can be used for social
programs, for it seems that the best way
to alleviate Muslims' poverty is to devel-
op institutions. There will be always a
need for cash, but some zakat should be
used for social welfare projects.

However, remember that zakat is only
for those people specified in 9:60. Be care-
ful that this money is not misused or used
to enrich some while neglecting the poor.
Schools and hospitals built from this mon-

ey should be primarily for the poor and in |

office expenses, employees’ salaries, mail, and pa

poor areas. The rich, if they use them,
should be charged a regular fee that should
go back to such charitable institations.

We keep zakat funds separate from

other donations in our money market
account and disburse them directly from
there, We receive an income (not interest)
from this investment. Is this allowed,
and how should this income be treated?
A Zakat can be invested only in non-

interest-bearing ventures and activi-
ties. To protect this money from risk
and loss, make sure that the investments
are conservative. All profits accrued are
part of zakat and should be used only
for zakat expenditures. Of course, any
investment expenses and commissions
can be taken out from the profits.

Can I give zakat to a very poor Mus-

lim who neither prays regularly nor
fasts during Ramadan?

Zakat can be given to “those whose

hearts are to be reconciled to Islam”
(9:60). Given this, non-Muslims and non-
observant Muslims can receive some
zakat if you think it might guide or
return him or her to Islam. Some jurists
consider the latter people to be mu alla-
JSutul quiub. Helping them with zakat
reminds them to follow Islam and might
lead them back to Islam. Muslims often
give da‘wah but neglect their audience’s
physical and financial needs. As poverty
sometimes leads people to neglect their

faith, the Prophet called it ©
sometimes makes People ;oaq !
(faqran munsiyan, see al-Tirmigh
no. 2228). However, do not givei’
those who might use it to indu]ge -

or to rebel against Allah ang His

Q Can zakat be invested in Islamie
equity-based finam:ing muddé'{.' 0
help alleviate poveriy? Y
A Equity-based financing modelg
should not use zakat, because ¢
are business ventures, However, sin
zakat can be used to provide a h
aneedy person, a poor person who
difficulty renting a house can be he
to purchase a modest home through
Islamic equity-based housing pra

1din Afﬁcar

Can I charge my zakat to'a creditt

card? !
AYes, as long as you pay the bill on

time and do not incur interest.
you purchase something on credit, you
give the money to the seller. The credit
card company advances sufficient funds
for you and bills you later. Similarly,
you pay your zakat via a credit card, ¥
give the money to a person or institu
not to the credit card company. Ho
as the credit card company is advanging
zakat funds for you, you must pay it o
soon as you receive the bill. Do not:g__i\fg
zakat and then interest as well.

Dr. Muzammil H, Siddiqi is a former ISNA prasidant
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INTERNET ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY

Brings The Finest Islamic Learning To One's Fingertins
: ¢ gertiy

PLEASE DONATE AND PRY YOUR ZAKAH ONLINE:
WWW.STUDYISLAM.COM
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Sighting the Crescent

The Qur’an offers guidance on calculating the sighting of the crescent moon. By Mohamad A. E} Shaikh

uslim jurists have various interpretations of Prophet
Muhammad’s (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) advice: “Begin
and break your fast upon sighting the crescent. If clouds
prevent this, complete 30 days or make an estimate”
(Sahih al-Bukhari, 3:130). Scholars say that the Prophet
emphasized naked-eye sighting because no other method

was available; he did not rule out other meth-
ods that might be developed later.

Disagreement over Ramadan’s and
Shawwal’s beginning and end dates began
during the time of Mu‘awiyah ( ‘alayhi rahmah)
and continue even now. Ironically, both
sides cite 3:130 or 3:133: “Do not fast unless
you sight the crescent. Do not break your
fast until you sight the (following) crescent
(AlBukhari, 3:133). Using these hadith out
of context has only widened the divide.

The Prophet did not forbid other meth-
ods. Hadiths 3:130 and 3:133 should be
examined alongside 3:137: “We are an illit-
erate nation; we neither write nor know
accounts. The month is like this and this,
and sometimes it is 29 and sometimes 30
days long.” This hadith motivates Muslims
to promote literacy and mathematics and to
act accordingly. Hadith 3:137 also shows
that the naked eye-sighting mentioned in
3:130 and 3:133 (Sahih al-Bukhari) are to be
used until the Muslims become educated.
Otherwise, why mention the lack of literacy
and mathematical skills? However, as Allah
(Subhanahu wa Ta'‘ala) has blessed Muslims
with knowledge, naked-eye sighting is no
longer the most dependable means. Mus-
lims without access to modern knowledge
still depend upon naked-eye sighting and
should accept the resulting claim, even if
there is a low chance of accuracy, because
communal agreement and harmony is
more important than absolute accuracy.

Jurists who uphold this view say that the
hadith seeks to develop confidence in sight-
ing the crescent and that such confidence
is more likely when using accurate scientif-
ic calculation. Therefore, they recommend
that all urban Muslim communities adhere
to such calculations, just as they do for imsak
(time to start fasting), iftar (time to break
the fast), and salat.

As there were no clocks in the Prophet’s
time, these three matters were determined
by measuring shadows during the day and
observing the position of the stars at night.
They are just as important as establishing
Ramadan's beginning and end, and yet

In this age of
science and technology, Muslim
scholars must stress that the
Islamic astronomical approach
toward Ramadan’s dates
be based on data certified by
Muslim astronomers.

Muslims now depend almost entirely on
scientific data to determine them. No one
observes the sky to determine imsak or iftar,
dhuhr or ‘asr.

So, why do we use naked-eye sighting to
determine Ramadan’s dates? Such eminent
scholars as Dr. Yusuf al-Qaradawi and Sheikh
Mustafa al-Zarqa call for using scientific data
to determine these dates.

Signals from the Qur’an. Although the
Qur’an is our main source of figh to resolve
differences, regrettably Muslims seldom
seekits guidance when determining a lunar
month’s dates.

Numerous Qur’anic verses state that
counting is the basic method to determine
such events: “He cleaves the daybreak (from
the dark), makes the night for rest and tran-
quility, and the sun and moon for reckon-
ing (of time); “such is the ‘predestinated
order’ of Him, the Exalted, the Omniscient”
(6:96); “The sun and the moon follow a
course (exactly) computed” (55:5); and
“He has placed the sun for radiance and the
moon for (reflected) light, and measured it
out in phases so you may know how to count
out the number of years (and to make oth-
ersuchreckonings). God did not create that

56 ISLAMIC HORIZONS NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2001

except for tru tf! [‘I(.'.N}}t.'“s OULSigm fi
ple who know” (10:5, Irving).

In 36:39, Allah says: “Fop the .
h:l\’ff: IIECZISLH‘E‘CI 0wt Mmansiong (Lo
verse).” In his commenapy *
remarks “the lunar munsiong,
divisions of the Zodiac wi ich are
to mark the daily course of the magp
heavens from the time of the new
the time when the moon fades s
‘inter-lunar swoon’,.."

. ffh.ese verses show that calculationg q

intrinsically attached to the lupar month;

this were not the case, why mention j

ever the moon is 1 ithin ]

text of time? It Ersle;llzls?l?zdt??;n e
nfine

meaning and application of these

expressions to counting the stages o

tial objects in their accurately comyy

movements, in their own orbits. Allah |

notattach terms, stages, and countin:

sun and the moon for fantasy. Rathe

are educational messages for thos

understand. The final words of the

quoted verses have a great deal to do with

what we have pointed out.

The word used in the above-quoted
hadith and in other similar ones is ra/a{(to)
see). Eyesight is just one meaning of
and its derivatives. Furthermore, as
nificance of seeing is to gain knowl
eyesightis notan end buta meansio
edge and certainty. The Prophet refel

to eyesight in this way, and the Quran S

that means can change when a better: -
is discovered. Many Qur’anic verses use
“see” for knowledge and certainty,
2:246, 4:105, 7:149. 12:35, 14:19, 18:63, %
30, 86:77, 58:7, and 89:6. 1
During the early 1980s, few Mushm
viduals or communities were iI}tereSlC
fasting according to astronomical
tions. The resulting ongoing cOnt
argument, and discord has engenas
great frustration. Now, howevern fﬁ?fe 5
munities are accepting astronom
while those who rely on naked-€y€
are decreasing. -
In this age of science and techil
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astronomical approach roward K& :
dates and establishing a long-tem® b
lunar calendar be based on astromn _
data certified by Muslim asu*ollal‘ﬂe_
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When Zakat Is Not Enougj

Islam advocates giving more than what is due from the haves. By Abu Amal Hadhrami

slam views wealth as an essential aspect of life and a means of sub-
sistence for individuals and groups. Allah (Subhanahu wa Ta’ala)
instructs: “Don’t give to those who are weak of understanding
(what is in) your wealth, which Allah has made a means of sup-
port for you” (4:5). This means that wealth is to be used for meet-
ing basic needs (food, clothing, lodging, and other indispens-

ables), and that no one is to be lost, for-
gotten, or left without support.

Zakat is the best way to distribute
wealth, for it helps fulfill such needs with-
out burdening the giver. Zakat is a due
(haqq) entrusted by Allah to the rich,
who are to deliver it to the needy. Thus,
wealth and property are for both groups.
This becomes clear when we remember
Allah’s instructions about distributing
the spoils of war: “that it does not become
a commodity shared (only) among the
rich” (59:7). If the collected zakat is not
enough to alleviate the conditions of the
poor and the needy, the rich can be sub-
jected to further need-based taxes.

In his interpretation of 2:177, al-Qur-
tubi says that Allah’s command “to spend
of your wealth out of love for Him” sup-
ports those who posit a non-zakat due on
wealth. Others hold that it alludes to the
obligatory zakat, According to ad-Daraqut-
ni’s report from Fatimah bint Qays, the first
view is more convincing. She relates:
“There is a due on one’s holdings other
than the prescribed zakat.” Then he recit-
ed: “It is not righteousness that you turn
your faces to the East or the West, but that
you believe in Allah, the Last Day, the
Angels, the Book, the Messengers, and
spend of your wealth out of love for Him
on your kin, orphans, the needy, the way-
farer, or those who ask, and on the ransom
of slaves” (2:177).

Ibn Majah mentions this in his Sunan.
At-Tirmidhi also relates it in his Jami, that
Ibn Majah’s report has a different chain
of narrators. Abu Hamzah and Maymun
al-‘A’'war do not consider Ibn Majah’s
chain of narrators to be credible. This
hadith is related by Bayan and Isma'il ibn
Salim from ash-Shu‘bi, who says it is sound:
“Any question about its authenticity is
clarified by the context of 2:177. In this
statement: ‘... to be steadfast in prayer,
and to give zakat,” Allah mentions zakat
with salat, which substantiates the fact
that ‘to spend of your property out of
love for Him’ does not refer to obligato-

The rich must
support the poor and the
government can force such
support when the zakat cannot
meet the shortfall in funds.

ry zakat, for that would be redundant in
the ayah—and Allah knows best.”” Schol-
ars agree that if a need arises even after
all of the zakat has been paid, the Mus-
lim community must contribute
toward its alleviation.

Malik says: “Prisoners of war must be
ransomed, even if this consumes all of the
payer’s property. The consensus on this
subject strengthens our view, and we seek
success only through Allah.” According
to al-Manar, “*and to spend your property
out of love for Him (2:177) means that
one should give property for Allah’s sake
or for the love of giving it.”

Imam Muhammad ‘Abduh comments:
“Giving property in excess of the due zakat
is considered a fundamental of piety and
is enjoined like the prescribed zakat.” If
needed, non-zakat sadagah must be given
either before the year’s completion or
after paying zakat. This contribution is
based solely on one’s ability to pay. Thus if
someone with a loaf of bread sees a poor-
er person, he should give his loaf to that
person. The hard-pressed person is not
the only one who has a right to be satis-
fied, for Allah orders believers to give non-
prescribed sadagah to their kin, orphans,
the needy, wayfarers, beggars, and slaves.

Kin are considered the most deserv-
ing. Supporting and raising orphans
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whose guardians have died jg Shttan l
wealthy and well-to-dgo Muslipy ol
orphans will not become S
themselves or others,
included because they canno
enough to maintain Uleﬁmelves m
tent with the little they have, af;dda
beg. The traveler cut off from Famnil d
relatives also should be supported
in the meaning of Islamic lay, F-t;'
Qur'an encourages Muslims to *
throughout the earth." Beggar:
receive sadaqabh if they have to beg.
ever, the Shari‘ah approves of hegg
only under dire circumstances, Even th
one should not trespass the proper fipg
Liberating slaves includes buyin:
setting them free, helping cont

The needy

slaves pay off their debts, and help

ransom captives.

Sadaqah Is Different. The legitimacy
giving non-zakat sadaqah is not restri

by time, definite nisab, or amount, bui 1

left to the donor’s beneficence, gener
ity, and financial ability. Protectin
revered person from destruction @
harm is obligatory for anyone who can

so, but more than that is left up to th .

person in question.

Ibn Hazm says that the rich must sups
port the poor and that the government
can force such support when the zakat

holdings of other Muslims cannot m

the shortfall in funds. Allah says: “Gi

the kinsman, the needy, and the wa
er his due” (17:26); and “(Show)
ness to parents, near kin and orp
the needy, relatives, neighbors who
not related to you, fellow mavelers §

wayfarers, and (the slaves) whom you

right hand possesses” (4:36).

The Qur'an says that those who 1
such support will ask each other onJi
ment Day: “What brought you 1@
Hellfire?" They will answer: “We q;
pray or feed the needy” ( 8.—1-:;1-244]. _
shows that Allah links feerln_1g. th u
with performing the prescrlbed pl_‘:l:
An authentic hadith states th:;
Prophet said: “Allah will withhO
Mercy from one who h
other people.”

According to Ibn
said: “A Muslim is a broth
and he should neither do

‘Umar, the PX
er of Aot
injustee

2 problen g

s

as no mercy 1
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betray him.” A rich Muslim who lets a
poor Muslim go without food or clothes
betrays him. Abu Sa‘'id al-Khudri relates
that the Prophet said: “One who has
more than he needs should support one
who cannot support himself. One who
has extra food should share it with those
who do not have food.” Al-Khudri adds:
“Then he mentioned so many kinds of
property that we thought none of us had
the right to have anything extra with us.”
According to Abu Musa al-Ash‘ari, the
Prophet said: “Feed the hungry, visit the
sick, and ransom the prisoner.”

‘Umar said: “If I were to re-live my past,
I'would take the surplus from the rich and

Advancing Eid Joy

ZAKAT AL-FITR PURIFIES THE ONE
WHO FASTS AND HELPS THE POOR
AND NEEDY. By Abu Amal Hadhrami

ighting the Ramadan moon

invariably brings thoughts

about Eid al-Fitr. Amidst such

thoughts, we should remember

those who cannot enjoy Eid
without outside help. And this reminds us
of zakat al-fitr, a sadaqa made obligatory
during Sha‘ban 2 AH.

According to Ibn ‘Umar, Prophet
Muhammad (salle Allahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) “enjoined paying one sa‘ (a mea-
sure) of dates or barley [which the giver
does not need for his or her family for the
duration of one day and night] as zakat
al-fitr on every Muslim, young and old,
male and female, free and slave” (Al-
Bukhari and Muslim). Parents also must
pay on behalf of an unborn child. Such
zakat helps the poor and needy, and puri-
fies the one who fasts from any indecent
act or speech (Abu Dawud, Ibn Majah,
and ad-Daraqutni from Ibn ‘Abbas). It is
accepted as zakat if paid before the Eid
prayer, and as sadaqah if paid after.

The required amount is one sa‘ of
wheat, barley, raisins, dry cottage cheese,
rice, corn, or any basic food item (qui).
Abu Hanifah considers half a sa‘of wheat
is sufficient and allows setting aside an
equivalent value. Abu Sa‘'id al-Khudri
reports: “On behalf of every child, old per-
son, freeman, and slave during the life-
time of Allah’s Messenger, upon whom be
peace, we used to give one sa‘ of food,

distribute it among the poor Muhajirun.”
‘Ali said that Allah placed a due upon the
holdings of the rich to meet the needs of
the poor. Thus, if the rich allow the poor
to go hungry or unclothed, Allah will hold
them accountable on the Day of Judgment.
Ibn “‘Umar is reported to have said: “There
isa due on your property other than zakat.”
‘Aishah, al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali, and Ibn ‘Umar
all relate that when asked, they would
reply: “If you are asked for help in cases of
blood money, heavy debt, or desperate
poverty, give from your holdings.”
Ash-Shu‘bi, Mujahid, Tawus, and oth-
ers report that: “There is a non-—zakat due
on property.” A hard-pressed person who

dried cottage cheese, bar-
ley, dates, or of raisins as
zakat al-fitr. We continued
to do so until Mua’wiyah
came to us to perform hajj
or ‘umrah. He addressed
the people from the pulpit,
stating: ‘I see that two
mudds of wheat in Syria
equals one sa‘ of dates.’
They accepted that.” How-
ever, Abu Sa‘id states: “I
continued to give as I used
to, namely, one sa as long
as I lived.” (This hadith is related by most
narrators).

At-Tirmidhi remarks: “Some scholars
gave one sa‘ from every charitable item
[a sound practice].” Ash-Shafi‘i and
Ishaq support this view, but other schol-
ars prescribe one sa‘ from every charita-
ble item except wheat, of which only half
a sa‘ is sufficient (Narrated by Sufyan, Ibn
al-Mubarak, and the scholars of Kufa).

When Zakat al-Fitr Is Due. Jurists agree
that zakat al-fitr must be paid at the end
of Ramadan. Ath-Thawri, Ahmad, Ishaq,
ash-Shafi‘i (in his later opinion), and
Malik (in one of his reports) say that it
must be paid by sundown of the last fast—
when Ramadan ends. Abu Hanifah, al-
Layth, ash-Shafi‘i (in his original opin-
ion), and Malik (the second report) say
that it is due at start of fajr on Eid day.
Most scholars say it can be paid a day
or two before Eid. Ibn ‘Umar reports that
the Prophet told them to pay it before Eid
prayers. Nafi’ reports that ‘Umar used to
pay it a day or two before the end of
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ISNA and other
Islamic organizations
have established
special accounts,
such as the ISNA
Zakat Fund, to
collect and manage
zakat distribution
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ISLAM IN AMERICA

Taking Islam

to Doo

Creative outreach can
generate greater goodwill
and a better understanding
of Islam. BY SHEIKH
ABDUL RAHMAN

uslim Americans anxious to

share the message of Islam

have invited their neighbors to

masjids for tours and talks,

joined interfaith dialogues, and
made presentations at churches, syna-
gogues, and universities.

The Islamic Association of Cincinnati,
OH, (IAC), considering that it was time to
take Islam to the public, has formed a da‘wah
outreach program committee that can be
replicated elsewhere in North America. The
organizers were guided by the Qur’anic
advice: “Invite all to the Way of your Lord with
wisdom and beautiful preaching, and discuss
with them in ways that are best and most gra-
cious, for your Lord knows best those who
have strayed from His Path and those who
receive guidance” (16:125).

The committee plans to educate children
at all levels as future leaders and citizens. By
the time they reach college, their beliefs and
actions already have been consolidated. At
that age, even those with a good religious
background may pass through various phas-
es of belief, disbelief and confusion, igno-
rance and arrogance. However, before we
educate them, we must educate teachers to
teach Islam impartially and help their stu-
dents avoid prejudice.

The pilot project was carried out in the
Greater Cincinnati area, which includes
northern Kentucky and southeastern Indi-
ana. All private and public schools were
contacted and sent a gift package of Islam-
ic books and videos suited for various grade
levels. The program, which reached out to
400 schools in a population of about
500,000 people, cost about $10,000. This
wellspent money allowed every child to be
exposed to some Islamic values.

As a follow-up, the committee invited
teachers to participate in free or minimum-

b _ _Il:ll:'l'l B ,-'";t_ :_ ey
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expense education seminars conducted by
Audrey Shabbazz, author of the well-
respected Arab World Notebook, and other
scholars. Participants received lunch, a pre-
and post-test, and evaluated the workshop.
The workshop’s booth displayed Islamic
books and videos. An essay competition on
subjects related to Islam is planned, and a
$300-$500 prize will be provided.

Muslims should involve themselves in
school activities. For example, children win-
ners of spelling bees and other contests may
be given awards ranging from $30 (school
level), $50 (state level), and even $300
(national level). Valedictorians can get a
college scholarship gift of $300.

Muslims can sponsor best-teacher
awards—$500 for each district’s best teacher.
Children nominate the teachers, while
judges use Islamic criteria. Sponsors should
be in the schools at the time of the awards.
Once a year, all champions, valedictorians,
and best teachers should attend an award
recognition ceremony at the masjid. This can
be combined with an open house, such as an
Fid dinner or a Hajj celebration.

However, before all of this, better
coordination can be affected by establish-
ing a curriculum, and having each committee
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rsteps

Outreach. The Islamic Association of Ginl:inr_lq_lﬁ;
OH, launches a da‘'wah outreach program

The program, which
reached out to 400 schools’
in a population of about =
500,000 people at a cost of
about $10,000, allowed
every child to be exposed
to some Islamic values.

member obtain 8 hours of con'T.i.mllnS!
education credits in Islamic education-
Media outreach: In order to provide cul-
tural and Islamic education to the medlfi:'g
Muslims must invite them to such r:‘\'f":l‘lt\s_- -
weddings, Ramadan dinners, and Hajj act P
ities. Muslims need to establish 2 ,‘,-peai_{ef-_ :
bureau and a writer’s guild i_‘.uInPDS_ﬁdﬁ:-'
people who can write about Islamic We“lf!'
Public Qutreach: Muslims &r¢ t[-)-g'
good and caring neighbors, and 51'Ch_cula_:
duct is the best da'wah. Mafi]’ds sho o
arrange fundraising events for ﬁn? 'an
police departments, homeless :;I;t.'ilt.':"-sl'a =
other worthy undertakings. Local ISIats

;s may arrange a neighborhood or
ity picnic. Election booths can be
U ?5!:11'““‘ centers, as this will allow
7 4 jo to visit the center and learn that

like any other place of \\'9131'11]),
wlim physicians can playa vma.l da'\«"uh
cetting Up specialty booths for quick
ﬁﬁén on such issues blood pressure,
blood sugar, blood donation, and
-:au‘nariml education. Local Islamic
rassociations could organize a taste-
rld picnic or outdoor events, where
riced ethnic foods can be tried. Islamic
can be made available, and Islam-

ers and hospitality displayed.

large airports have interfaith chapels
50 people. Local Islamic centers also can
materials and work with authorities to
- a reserved area for salat. Centers can

jjabs, prayer rugs, and copies of the
Centers also can request larger hotel
tosetup chapels where people can pray,
tate, and find peace. Active national
advocacy organizations can help here,
as with similar projects in large shop-
'malls and theme parks. The Muslim com-
ity miust cooperate by using these facilities
h programs are to succeed.
til this happens in shopping centers, a
tore can sell Islamic and other moral
provide free Islamic literature, and a
ea for prayer. Books can be bought or
ated by Islamic publishing companies.
aprogram could be run as a charity by
dicated volunteers or as a profitmaking
€. A non-profit organization could
= a franchised coffee shop with reli-
s books on every table, and trained wait-

&5 could answer the customers’ questions.

The American public is generally igno-
and thus hostile to, Islam. Therefore,
Americans are obliged to provide
guidance by presenting the message
1gIslam, for Muslims are ambassadors

am in this country. Muslims should
“Eistand that da‘wah is a slow process—
! !!m't the rewards are eternal. Therefore,

MOLOF prayer and patience is needed.

1€ school outreach is a three-faceted
Equiring self-education, following a
d curriculum (books videos, audios,
Séminars), and fundraising. This
effort may be difficult, but if Muslims
Hlundertake it, America will continue to
41d Muslims will continue to disappear
1% Materialistic society. The project out-
&re will cost between $30,000-70,000
lzs Oracity the size of Cincinnati or Indi-
% and will require 20-30 hours a week
*t?atecl and knowledgeable people to
i tours, seminars, and workshops.
¢:3", this does not include maintenance
Sual program costs.
Mo

15 Chitman of the Dutreach Education Committee
ASsociatigy of Clncinnati, OH.
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ISLAM IN AMERICA

Shaping an Islamic Future
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uslims need an Islamic educational system to survive, | constant. The U.S. also i home (g 1
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over, it guides all individual and collective y : ' annual 80,000 Muslins 1 fe
action toward goodness as well as to sur- | ty and college gi‘ad 3 | r'“
render to Allah. -y 4 . LA ! | involved in Islamie =

Modern secular €ducation stresses . : ; L Some 90 percent Muslim 8L
material well-being alone, offering a dren have no formal Tslan L L;,'
minor role for such virtues as honesty, cation—even for 3 he [
justice, fairness, self-sacrifice, concern for Moreover, young Mus s
the needy, accountability, and responsi- sionals are being alje o
bility. There is no living example of Mus- isolated from the Islamie e 7 -
lim excellence in learning and character ties, and thus are unpt:c ot ' =18
building because no Muslim country has assume the necessary leader r |

a complete and comprehensive Islamic = o roles. Such disparitiesar . ] SN 1 ( ' 2

educational system. - © %% o the lack of Islamic kn@ i — t t
AlthoughyNorth America has more Inaugration. The first interactive online Islamic and tarbiyah. ' <l 0 m m Z m e n

than 150 full-time Islamic schools, 12 | distance-learning program was warmly endorsed at a The realization that, in the absence ol ' r' 4 b

Qur’anic memorization schools, and 2 | NewYork ceremony on August 11 an American al-Azhar or Deohan: 3 e t 0 d M ZS S Z 0 n

Muslim universities, most programs do mal knowledge of Islam must be p - —

not tackle the problem’s root: instilling ed has led Muslims to seek solttions, & [ 1

Islam should not be

such essential concepts as taqwa (God-
consciousness) so that they become an
integral part of a child’s personality and
being and provide a solid background in
Islamic knowledge. Historic and factual
information is of secondary importance.

reduced to a secular
religion, for only an
Islamic education can
transform a person.

as the pioneering work of the Intern
Islamic University (IIU)—an i ¢
based interactive distance-learn
gram that connects seekers of Isk
knowledge with local and foreign €]
and scholars (www.studyislam.co

The Muslim suffers not so much from a IIU programs scheduled tostart
lack of information and knowledge, but | seek to fill the young mind with knowl- | uary 2002 include an accredltl}_.(ﬁj_,

| (] o = =t
= - i B e (i) & T w o ke
= Electronic Fund Transfer —
from a lack of understanding and follow- edge, but at the same time must stimulate high school (by 2004) and?‘nigh: : - v,__r W oo B Ll ) e | -
ing it. Only creating an Islamic personal- | the child’s moral character and stimulate | 2005); courses for women it u T ks A g @ @ d d e @ @:ﬁ ﬁ G B' m [ - IEIL e O M’j |k Ei’:; T ) ‘y? t‘
- : ] I Y B B ] - ’5 i Su ']

g®)

ity can solve this problem. him or her to the properties of social life.” | and Arabic (2003); a 3‘13-‘1*’] p= -
An Islamic educational system must A solid foundation in Islamic educa- | guage course (2002); special € 1_“,

have a vision with clear aims and objec- | tion should include all necessary Islamic | non-Muslim and reverts £20_ iy e

tives; a comprehensive plan characterized | and secular knowledge, for combining | degree of BA in Islamic Studies by I ) == .

by a specific timeframe, resource provi- these leads to an Islamic lifestyle. As any major American university (b)'
sion, and effective monitoring, imple- teaching Islam in a non-Muslim environ- and other educational programs:

a detailed syllabus prepared by subject-
matter experts, and feature suitable text-
books dealing with acquired knowledge.
A teacher transmits revealed and
acquired knowledge, and molds, moti-
vates, and inspires. They must have both
‘im (knowledge) and ‘amal (practice).
Tarbiyah (character building) is the
essence of Islamic education. Imam
Ghazzali said: “Education must not only

not be reduced to a secular religion, for
only an Islamic education can transform
a person.

Islam is the fastest growing religion in
North America, with about 7 million Mus-
lims in the U.S. alone. According to the
Center for American Muslim Research
and Information (CAMRI), this will num-
ber will double by 2018 if current birthrate,
reversion, and immigration levels remain

111 mentation, and evaluation processes. The ment is confrontational in nature, Mus- Muslims in North_-t\n?arica?n . : "r-":[
curriculum should be based primarily on | lims must equip their children with | ply stay content by leawngu':: ; = k==
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pass it on so that we ¢afl "f_—ur

Muslim community i r\lcll o Hi

we do our part, _-'\J_lail mo iran.
has promised this 11 the Qurs

= ¢ Universiy
Zaheer Uddin is President of the jntemnet Islamict

{

L e

The Islamic Society of North America
ISNA Development Foundation
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The Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) is a
association of Muslim organizations and individuglg l“
serves the diverse needs of Muslims in North A, El‘ica,‘

ISNA's mission is to provide a unified Dlatform op
expression for Islam, to develop educationgl, da‘wah
and social services that translate the teachi ngs g ftbe
Qur'an and the Sunnab into everyday living, and lo
enhance Islamic identity in the society af large. '

ISNA and You: Partners for the Future!

ISNA is your organization and the fulfillment of
its mission depends upon your regular financial
support, just as the Prophet (&) said:

When & human dies his deeds end except inthree was sadagah
jariyah (ever Flowing charity), knowledge that wil be benefited Fromy
and & righteous child wha prays for him/her”

Did you know that:

* Members of ISNA Majlis Ash-Shura raised over §10
million for the local Muslim communities in North
America.

* ISNA's North American Islamic Trust has loaned
millions of dollars to help establish new Islamic
centers and schools in North America.

* ISNA was chosen as a visionary organization in
America, in a special documentary about ISNA in the
Visionaries program of PBS, hosted by Law and Order
star Sam Waterston. Millions of Americans viewed thi§
independent documentary.

* Over 35,000 people attended the ISNA Annual
Convention in Chicago this year.

* ISNA's flagship magazine Islamic Horizons has grown
in circulation to 75,000 issues every two months.

* ISNA launched the Islam Among Latino Americans:
annual conference last year to further the cause of
da’wah amongst the fastest growing ethnic community
in America — the Spanish speaking Americans:
ISNA's Islam in American Prisons annual conferencé
continues to provide a forum and platform for federal,
state and local prison imams and chaplains.

Your decision to join ISNA’s Electronic Fund
Transfer program today can help the Mushim
community shape a better future for itself and for
the society at large, in sha’a Allah.

Stepping Up to the Challenge .
Our shared challenge today is to strengthen the Musliot

scence in North America through an approach that is
< ary in its goals, professional in its methods, and
«;[e1:1[ in its discipline. Just as the Prophet (C2 )

advised us:
B iz action most oved by Al is one thatis done reqularly

is stepping up to meet this challenge in many
conificant ways. Among them are educating a new
eraliOIl that can serve and lead, and developing
puman resources that can perform and deliver. Through
dedication and professionalism, ISNA is helping to build
| community institutions that can sustain our growth and
establish a strong Muslim identity in North America.

iEducating 2 New Generation
s Helping Islamic schools with tax exemption,
'orgauizational documents, fundraising campaigns,
recruitment of teachers.
» Providing schools free web sites and start up
computer labs with help from partners.
‘s Promoting Islamic education through Islamic
Horizons.
# Bringing together Muslim schools for professional
. development and networking,

Developing Human Resources

* Training young Muslims to enter the Muslim nonprofit
sector in North America through Fellowship in
Nonprofit Management and Governance.

* Training imams, community leaders and Muslim
activists through Leadership Training programs.

* Bringing together Muslim practitioners and activists to
network and build a new understanding of counseling.

How much does it cost to help establish a strong and

vibrant Muslim community in North America? It costs

ISNA $3.0 million a year. You can make a difference ...

with as little as $10 a2 month.

We count on you!

* Completing a project calls for financial and material
resources.

» Building the foundations of a dynamic society needs
resources.

Join hands with ISNA ... Electronic Funds

Transfer offers you an opportunity to practice
what Prophet Muhammad () advised:

“The action most loved by Allah is
the one done reqularly.

Ll RS e~ S I A () O, W o &

Yes, I want to help ISNA fulfill its mission with my monthly contribution of:

10 (] 25 (] $50 [ J¢75

Authorization:

] $100 L] Other: $

LT hereby authorize ISNA to deduct the amount chosen above from my Checking Account on the 5th of each month.

Name on Account:

Account #:

Credit/Debit Card:

Name on Credit Card:

(Please include a void check or a copy of your void check)

Card #: Exp. Date: _

=
D | fereby authorize ISNA to deduct the amount chosen above from my credit/debit card on the 5th of each month.

st Name; _1e.

Last Name:

Spouse’s Name:

State/Province: _ Postal Code:

Phone (work):

Email:
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A LETTER TO ALL MUSLIMS:
WHY DO WE NEED AN ISLAMIC BROADCASTING NETWORK?

Assalamu Alaikun, and Ramadan Kareem.

In light of the tragic events on September 11%, we as American Muslims are now in urgent need to clarify our
religion and values to the American society that has embraced us as immigrants and citizens. 1t is our imper-
ative duty, more than any other time in our history in America, to provide our Muslim community with a
hroadcasting network that can voice the opinions and national concerns of American Muslims, and provide
society at large with 2 clear understanding of what Istam truly stands for and what Muslims are all about.

Alhamdulillah, the Islamic Media Foundation has launched IBN — the Islamic Broadcasting Network — the first
Islamic network broadcasting daily in America from January Lst, 2001. IBN broadcasts live in English on
weekdays in the Washington DC metropolitan area on WWTL 700 AM Radio from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. EST. The
radio broadcast covers Washington DC, Northern Virginia, Maryland, and parts of Delaware and Pennsylvania.
More importantly, IBN can also be heard nationwide and worldwide, through our live Internet broadcast on
www.ibn.net from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. EST.

The establishment of IBN is 2 vital step for the well being of American Muslims. For the first time, American
Muslims now have 2 voice in Washington DC -the capital of the United States- and worldwide, that can pres-
ent Islam in its true form, and directly address and influence public opinion to help dispel myth and stereo-
types about Islam and Muslims. For the first time, We can enjoy programming that caters to our Muslim fam-
ily needs, and especially our young, vibrant Muslim minds that are truly the leaders of tomorrow and the
future of Islam in America. We hope that IBN will soon become, insha'Allah, the prime media outlet for our
community and the main source of news, Islamic knowledge, da'wah, information, open dialog, and healthy
Islamic entertainment. BN will also aim to be, insha’Allah, the true voice of American Muslims.

We pray to Allah that you will recognize the importance and necessity of this mission summoned by the Most
Compassionate, the Most Merciful. Indeed, Allah—Glory be to Him—says, “Invite all (people) to the way of
your Lord with wisdom and beautiful exhortation”. This da’wah obligation is also the reason why Allah says
“You were the best of nations brought out to humanity, enjoining that which is good and forbidding that which
is evil and believing in Allah”.

IMF efforts in the broadcast media can reach millions of people insha’Allah. Yet, this da’wah mission comes
with an expensive price tag. Broadcasting to the masses does not come cheap. But it is the most effective use
for each dollar we can ever spend on 2 da'wah mission. We need to cover the price of airtime, production
fees, office expenses, and staff.

This blessed month of Ramadan is  time for giving in the way of Allah. Please consider a generous monthly
pledge to the Islamic Media Foundation o continue its d2’wah efforts in the broadcast media as the voice of
American Muslims. Remember that spending in the way of Allah is a pathway {0 paradise. Your donation is
also tax-deductible and it will go toward the worthy cause of sharing the guidance of Allah with the world
through the broadcast media and the Internet.

We urge you to listen to our programs on www.ibn.net and mention out website to all your friends and neigh-
bors. Jazakum Allahu Khayran, Ramadan Kareem, Wassalamu Alzikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh.

Sincerely,
Mamdouh Rezeika
IMF Executive Director

Over for Pledge Form ®*
Please copy and distribute




PLEDGE FORM

Use Your Zakah to Support IMF Da‘wah Efforts in the Broadcast Media and the Interneg

www.islamicmedia.net
ﬁ.,‘m Sharing the
(@) QJ =W Cuidance of
|MFﬁ Allah through
. the Broadcast
Islamic Media Media and the

Foundation Iriternet

A NATIONAL NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

P.0. Box 4893
Falls Church, VA 22044
USA
Phone (703) 241-9659
Fax (703) 241-9658
E-mail: info@islamicmedia.net

Yes, | believe in IMF’s Da’'wah Mission Through Radio,
Television, Films and the Internet: 3
D Enclosed is my gift of $ .

D | prefer to pay my contribution with a monthly pledge of:

[ 1s5000 [ Js4000 [ Js3000 [ ]$2000 []s1000

[Jsso0 [ Iss00 [Jsso0 [ %200 []s100

[Jss0 [Jss0 [Js_

Number of Payments:

[J12 [Joa [3s [ 48
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE_____ zIP
PHONE (H) PHONE (B)

FAX E-MAIL

D 60 D Open until | inform MF

PLEASE FILL IN ALL THE REQUESTED INFORMATION AND INCLUDE A VOIDED CHECK;

|:| | authorize my bank to pay the Islamic Media Foundation (IMF) the amount of $

of each month beginning (Month) (Day)

onthe 3rd / 18th (circle one)
(Year) in accordance with the number of payments that | have indicated

this form.

This authorization will be the same as if | had signed a check, and will remain in effect until | notify the Islamic Media Found:
(IMF) in writing that | wish to change or discontinue my monthly contribution. | also understand that IMF will need reasconable.
(4-6 weeks) to implement the new change and to adjust their records.

CHECK ONE BELOW AND SIGN:

[_] Please pay to the Islamic Media Foundation my
from my checking

monthly gift of $
account:
Bank Name

D Please pay to the Islamic Media Foundation my
monthly gift of $_ from my credit card:

|:| Mastercard D Discover

[ ] visa

Bank ABA Number (First 9 digits)
Account Number

Signature

Signature

Date {(Month) (Day) (Year)

Date (Month) (Day) (Year)

IF YOU ARE MAKING A MONTHLY PLEDGE PLEASE INCLUDE A VOIDED CHECK.
ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.
Thank you, and may Allah bless you for your support.
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ackson is now the
*  of the International
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1IMC). Comment-
on IMMC'’s founding,
'fm:m of the Board
d Al-Turk says: “We

slieve this is a great
sportunity for Jackson to
d

ase its religious and

,: ral diversity.”

Museum Director Oko-

ishid opines: “While
expect this exhibit to

.a source of pride for

ssippi’s Muslim com-
ity, we also feel it will
Mississippians and
orld that the state is
ed a diverse interna-
al community.”

‘Bishop William R.

ck of the Catholic
ese of Jackson agrees:
ugh programs such

this, we believe it helps

d common ground
improve understand-

g and relationships

g all the people of

The city has welcomed

MMC, an affiliate of the

4's Masjid Muhammad.

b.-ecca Ainsworth, Mar-

g Director for the
on Convention and

slim community. We also feel it will show Mississippians and the
J ﬂ(] that the state is indeed a diverse international community.”

—OKOLO RASHID, MUSEUM DIRECTOR

sissippi Development
Authority, the Mississippi
Band of Choctaw Indians,
and the Jackson Conven-
tion & Visitors Bureau. It
also coincides with the
city’s own exclusive show-
ing—a few hundred feet
away at the Mississippi Arts
Pavilion-of: “The Majesty
of Spain: Royal Collec-
tions from the Museo del
Prado and Patrimonio
Nacional of Spain,” which
ran from March 1 through
September 3, 2001.
IMMC’s exhibition
attracted media attention
by highlighting an era of
peaceful co-existence
among Judaism, Christian-
ity, and Islam. Visitors
learned about the vast tech-
nological and cultural con-
tributions and how Ameri-
ca inherited this legacy.
The world of Islamic
Moorish Spain through
film, art, architectural
design, portraiture, maps,
agricultural displays, and
music took visitors into a
time of splendor and
beauty, into a period of his-
tory that is unparalleled
for that era in terms of
cultural and technological
advancement. This jour-
ney unfolded in a panora-
ma of captivating displays

Mors Bureau, points with thought-provoking
content, from a luxurious
water fountain to a breath-
taking slice of the interior view of Cordoba’s Grand Mosque.

IMMC’s current exhibit, which started on Oct. 31, 2001,
comes closer to home by including the Islamic presence in
Mississippi with the “Ibrahima—Prince among Slaves: Islam-
ic Survival in the Mississippi Territory” exhibition. This under-
taking is Mississippi’s first fully developed exhibit on one of
the state’s most remarkable stories. This exhibit presents an
accurate view of eighteenth-century Africa, the ancestral roots
of many Mississippians. B

A Moorish era minbar is part of the museum'’s “Islamic

IBN PROGRAM SCHEDULE (SEASON 2: JULY 2001
( ) Moorish Spain; Its Legacy to Europe & The West" exhibition

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

In the Light of the Quran The Life of Muhammad Moments in History Istam In Focus
Shaker Elsayed Imam Anwar Al-Awlaki Alaa Sallam Dr. Jamal Badawi

Health Line Tech Talk A Matter of Law
Dr. Esam Omeish Omar Toor Ashraf Nubani, Esd-

Family Matters The Muslim ID
Aminah Assilmi Sohaib Elsayed

Youth Talk Coast to Coast
Hana Baba Isra’a Abdul Rahman

NEWS HOUR NEWS HOUR

MONDAY

The Stralght Path
Dawood Abdul Rahman

1PPi Arts Center and Mississippi Arts Pavilion ensures that

'S to Jackson will have many entertaining and enlight-
events within walking distance to attend during their
our great city.”

Mves facade is based on the Salon Rico (Rich Hall), pre-
{% 10 have been the main reception hall in Madinat al-
1, Caliph ‘Abd ar-Rahman IIT's palace near Cordoba,

: built between 953 and 957 GE.
A Mitial exhibition: “Islamic Moorish Spain: Its Legacy to

NEWS HOUR = ."5'_‘, Th{f West,” ran from April 15 through October 31,

' 1s partially funded through a grant from the Mis-

The Muslim Forum
Shaker Elsayed

The Muslim Forum
Shaker Elsayed

Echoes of Islamic Civilization (Cont'd)
Ahmad Hussain

NEWS HOUR

The Muslim Forum
Shaker Elsayed

Open Line (Cont'd) A,B,or C?

Hana Baba

Time Out
Hana Baba

NEWS HOUR

For more information, call (601) 960-0440, www.muslimmuseum.org.
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ISLAM IN AMERICA

Building Bridges Between the Faithfy]

Interfaith activism can open doors to understanding
among Abrahamic faiths.

hile many people claim to be on a mission to promote
peace, reconciliation, and harmony among the world’s
religions, Iftekhar A. Hai of San Francisco is working to
make it happen. A founding director of the United Mus-
lims of America (UMA) in 1982 and its full-time honorary
Director of Interfaith Relations in 1990, he serves on tice

such city, state, and national interfaith
organization boards as the National Con-
ference on Community and Justice, the
United Religions Initiative, and the Par-
liament of World Religions.

Hai, who was born in rural southern
India and earned an MBA from Califor-
niain 1973, says that 28 years of hard work
provided him with financial security but
no fulfillment, especially when he wit-
nessed the hatred, bigotry, and racism
towards Muslims in the U.S. This moved
him, a father and grandfather living in
San Francisco, to greater involvement in
interfaith work. In this capacity, UMA and
its United Muslims of America Interfaith
Alliance (UMAIA) is actively involved in
offering the Muslim viewpoint.

A teacher in the California public
school system, Hai lectures in universi-
ties, churches, and interfaith organiza-
tions. He also has represented Islam and
Muslims in conferences and seminars
held in North America, England, India,
Pakistan, and Africa.

The U.S. government, realizing that
racism and hatred is the number one
problem facing America, asked all faith
communities for solutions, and the Clin-
ton administration’s October 2000 initia-
tive called upon religious leaders to sub-
mit scriptural quotations on how their
religion deals with racism and hatred.
UMA'’s submission, “Islam, Racism, and
Hatred,” was selected by the Washington,
DC-based National Conference on Com-
munity and Justice (NCC]) as reference
material.

Hai points out that NCCJ was formed
in 1927 to fight anti-Semitism as the
National Conference on Christians and
Jews. However, NCCJ] has changed its
name and focus to make it more inclusive
of all religions.

Islam, Racism, and Hatred. UMAIA used
this submission to state that the Qur’an
proclaims the equality of all people, male

UMA’s submission,
“Islam, Racism, and
Hatred,” was selected
by the Washington,

DC-based National Con-

ference on Community
and Justice (NCC]) as
reference material.

or female, rich or poor, of any race, class,
caste, or national origin: “Bear witness to
the truth in all equity and never let hatred
of others lead you to deviate from justice.
Be just, for this is closest to righteousness.
Remember Allah is well aware of all that
you do” (5:8).

UMAIA stressed that monotheism
and humanity’s common origin (Adam
and Eve) is clearly stated in the Qur’an:
“O humanity, We created you from a sin-
gle soul, male and female (Adam and
Eve), and made you into nations and
tribes so that you may know one another
(not to despise each other). The most
honored of you in Allah’s sight is the one
who is most righteous” (49:13).

In his Last Sermon, Prophet Muham-
mad (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) spoke
about the racism of pre-Islamic Arabia:
“All people are from Adam and Eve. An
Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab,
and a non-Arab has no superiority over
an Arab. A white person has no superi-
ority over a black person, and a black per-
son has no superiority over a white per-
son, except by piety and righteous
actions.”

One must understand the attributes
of the One and Only God for all human-
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ity, such as the following: All s
All-Aware, Merciful, Fi‘g;\\l-']e i{ﬂ%}\_’lﬂ 4
First, Last, and Just. Allah is ;1.18(; 1]1,13“ ilhﬁ
Responsive :mc! Provider for ll‘tll’l'.laniﬁ‘i,'r".
H‘e does not discriminate by race, rcli#
gion, ethnicity, or nationa] origin. Mérey
is based purely on individual efforg: "Idn
notwaste the labor of any that labors
among you, be they male gp
female—each one of you are equal

to Me" (3:195). g
Islam, according to UMATA, rece
ognizes that just as flowers have vy
led hues and intrinsic value, so do
people of various shapes, colors,
sizes and intellectual ability. The
Qur'an presents human diyersity as
part of God’s plan, which means that
people should not fight over reli-
gious beliefs or practices but rather
establish peace and open a dialogue
with wisdom and beautiful conduct
to understand each other: “To each:
among you We have prescribed the
Law and an Open Way. If Allah had
willed, all humanity would have been of.
one single community. Allah’s plan is to.
testyou in what each one has received (in
form of Holy Scriptures or conscience).
So strive, as in a race, in all virtues. The
goal of all people is to Allah. Allab
(alone) will tell you the truth of that
which you dispute” (5:48). .
The Qur’an denounce racism and
advocates its eradication: “Stand qutﬁl_?m?i
ly for justice as witnesses in front of. Allah by
even agai ! selves, your children
gainst yourselves, ¥ SR
and parents, and people who ar€ nchdl‘
poor. Do not follow your mchnal‘{(_m;g-
your desires, lest you deviate from jus aUL
Remember that Allah is the best of o
Protectors and well-acquainted with all

that you do” (4:135). .

UMAIA stressed that laws of equality
need to be enforced to wipe Out rac;sm.
; , is requires &
hatred, and bigotry. ThlS req codr it
judge, witnesses, and a Jury: H";;"m-c{grl
those clispeusingju_qtlc.c'_lmvc a C! o will
that conforms to 2:177, only &1 the
racism be wiped out 10 America Tt

rest of the world. B =
fis exparianc? it sl

Iftekhar A. Hai, always ready to siard i A oy,
can be contacted at Uniled Muslims of nglﬁciél“;;&ﬁ?vmlﬂ‘-
South San Francisco, CA 94080. Tak {650) "

umah82@hotmail.com
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Hilton
AL DISNEY WORLD Resort
Hotel Reservations

Mention the United Muslim
Erence to guarantee the
al rate of $69 per night

Hosted by

01 (65 (6515 s W1 Jusalls sl all o
1y Sl slimall (e 49
098 @Slal pSlas:

4 Wl S8 qu alaadlalll Buus

Orlando, Florida
December 21-25, 2001

To Register
= o
Call toll Free
0 iy e (D ] =
1-877-313-1875
[n Orlando: 407-273-8303
Fax 407-273-(
For Information and Online Registration
www.islam.org/ISCE/conterence/
email: iscf@aol.com




CONFERENCE

REGISTRATION

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

FULL NAME |

ADDRESS |

ADDRESS/APT# |

FULL NAME

OF SPOUSE

CHILD 1 NAME |

|AGE

CHILD 2 NAME |

| nce L

CHILD 3 NAME I

|AGE |

CLASSIFICATION

Youth (12-18) ........
Children under 12 y

CLASSIFICATION

REGISTRATION FEES

BEFORE NOVEMBER 30, 2001  AFTER NOVEMBER 30, 2001

. 1o 11

e T T Jo k)
srsanrrrersinri SO0
s S

ears

PAYMENT

FEE NO OF ATTENDEES SUBTOTAL

|

$ | x $

5| x

JE_]x

METHOD OF PAYMENT

[ vIsa

[ AMEX L DISC

| MASTER CARD

|_ CHECK

OVER F @ % ‘

CARD # |

| EXP. DATE j

CARD HOLDER NAME |

| SIGNATURE |

To register by mail

Complete the form, enclose method of payment
and mail to:

ISCF e P.0. Box 338 e Goldenrod, FL 32733

To register by phone
Complete the form, have credit card information
ready and call:1-877-313-1875

To register by fax i
Complete the form, complete credit card informad
and fax to: (407) 273-0266

(Do not mail after December 17)

—
Cancellation Policy: Registration fees will be refunded, subject to a $30 processing charge, if notice O

4 . . . ice
cancellation is received before December 10. Registrants who fail to attend or contact the ISCF offic
prior to December 10 will be liable for the entire fee.
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of business together

" Contribute without Donating”

A Concept that has generated more than
11 million for our communities
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for our future.
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with Entrepreneurs

Muslim Americans need to venture
into business and inject Islamic morality
into this sector. BY M. YAQUB MIRZA

he media reflect society. When
looking at Muslim publica-
tions, one finds mostly ads from
charitable organizations and
an occasional commercial ad.
Given this lack of a secure
advertising base, Muslim publi-
cations struggle to survive. In
addition, mainstream and even some Mus-
lim corporations keep their distance to
avoid any mainstream media accusation of
supporting “terrorists.”

While Muslims in North America have
done well in building Islamic institutions,
theyneed to take aleadership role as entre-
preneurs to perpetuate and enhance these
institutions—especially to advance their
goal of building a better America—and
strengthen Muslim life here. The Qur’an
states: “Allah will not change the condition
of a people until they change it themselves
(with their own souls)” (13:11).
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Islam appreciates and encourages
entrepreneurship, and America offers
Muslims the potential for success.

The business sector’s moral vacuum
means that Muslim entrepreneurs must
produce new and innovative approaches
that build on past achievements and raise
moral standards. Unlike the secular
approach, Muslim entrepreneurs are not
driven only by self-interest, but also by an
understanding of their responsibility and
trust—the understanding upon which the
achievement and heritage of Islamic civi-
lizatdon was built. This understanding pro-
duces a drive that cannot be matched by
worldlyinterest, one that will make Muslims
innovative leaders in shaping the world.

The entreprenecurial process—idea
formation and implementation—com-
plies with the Islamic mandate to seek
and develop ideas and establish good in
this life: “Say: ‘O my Lord! Advance me

VIER
Bo)

in knowledge’” (20:114), and tells peg=
ple to avoid the ignorant (7:199). Out
creation, existence, and superiority over
all creatures is based on our Allah-giv
ability to understand and acquire kn
edge, as well as the freedom and aby
to use it (96:1-5; cf. 2:30-3). Knowle
enables us to lead enlightened lives ant
fulfill the purpose of our creation by §er¥
ing Allah’s Will.
Numerous Prophetic Traditions 'i:lh :
tify education, research, and the pu
of wisdom, All positive knowlecge and
ences, being potentially integral parts 08
the Islamic scientific-educational cul tré
should be promeoted and dissemind !
As knowledge and experience are ¢
sidered common heritage, all of it$
ful aspects, unless spec1ﬁcally proh
(7:32-33), must be reformed, unpfﬂ'f’ -1
synthesized, and adapted, as necessant N:
and then assimilated into Islamic cul 1$ 3
Muslims are required to act upott
their belief and knowledge, strive i
Allah's cause, work to build 4 soctets
based on faith, and enjoin good a1l
bid evil. They understand that [dlﬂ‘ tl'l ;
action are integrally related, a1
worship must be manifested in sacr

for-
(-

' \'
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+ Quran Pronunciation

17. WA- LA- QAD ‘IASSARNAA AI -

QUR'AAN LI- ADH- DHIKR FA- HAL MIN

A multimedia presentation of the Qur'an on CD-ROM

¥2) THE HOLY QURAN
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17 Aud We have indeed made t lhe Qur'an easy

to understand and remember; then is there any

- Shakir Quran Translation

17 . And certainly We have made the Quran easy
for remembrance, bul is there anyone who will

—
Status 0K

Al-Husari and Muhummad Abd Al-Bassat.
*» View a phonetic pronunciation guide.

* Five respected English translations.

e Spanish, French, German, Dutch, Italian, Chinese,

Urdu, Malay, and Turkish translations.
* Complete Arabic tafseers.
* User selectable display fonts for easy reading.

* Easily print Arabic script or English text surahs

or ayahs, as well as export them to other programs.

* Easy to use graphical interface.

* Enable and disable audio repetition.

i Micro SLtems :
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305 South Neil Street Champaign, IL 61820 U.S.A.

T Copgright ® 1993-99 Micro Syziems Intemabonal

Rated #1 Qur'an software on CD by Islamic Computing in London!
*» Hear the verses read in Arabic by Sheik Mahmood

+ Includes Harakat (diacretics), symbols of Sujud
(prostration), symbols for end of Surah (chapter).

» Qur'an and Hadith topic search and cross reference.

* Search the Qur'an for occurances of specific words.

* Includes Qur'an and Islamic terms dictionary.

¢ Includes hadiths from Sahih Bukhari, Sahih
Muslim, Abu Dawud, and Malik's Muwatta.

* Memorization/pronounciation comparison feature
utilizing your computer's microphone.

* Audio recitations are timed to text.

Version 5.0 Released!

For ordering information contact:

Fax 217 356-4501

Tel 217 356-7226
www.quran,com
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" TEACHERS |
WANTED

FAITH ISLAMIC ACADEMY
is seeking resumes from
qualified individuals for

elementary teachers’ positions.
Candidates must have a

Bachelor’'s Degree
(preferably in education),
and legal working status.
Teaching experience in a US
elementary school is preferred.
Send your resume to:
School Board, PO. Box 653,
Akron, Ohio 44309
FAX: 775-459-6762
Email:

! faithislamicacademy@yahoo.com ﬂ

| ey
JUST PUBLISHED
Directory of Masjids and Muslim

Organizations in North America
New Revised Edition

2,800 entries for Masajid,
Islamic Centers, Islamic Schools,
and Muslim organizations.

$10.00 per copy (s&H included)

To order: WWW.isSna.net
e-mail: membership@isna.net
call 317 839-8157 ext. 811/248.

ISLAMIC FINANCE

well as temporal life. Thus every Muslim
has to invent and innovate, making cre-
ative departures based on what has been
revealed in the Qur’an and practiced by
the Prophet—finding ways of doing
things better, cheaper, and faster within
Islamic parameters.

Legacy of Success. America’s success is
based on the freedom of ideas, creativity,
and invention. Those who see things dif-
ferently and go beyond conventional
thinking and practices remain a driving
force of invention, change, and success.
The future belongs to those with new per-
spectives and ideas. Muslims—now part
of the American fabric—are natural
inheritors of this American tradition.
Seeking to establish an Islamic life in all
respects, Muslims must apply their Islam-
ic wisdom innovatively in this country.
Their different perspective can create
new ideas and practices from which
future American success may arise.

Social entrepreneurship provides
Muslims with a unlimited potential. The
venture may be an independent for-prof-
it organization that donates profits to
charity, such as Newman’s Own Inc.,
which has contributed over $100 million
to charities. Often these ventures arise
under a charitable organization’s umbrel-
la, such as Salvation Army thrift stores, or
as a non-profit’s subsidiary. In the latter
case, the charitable organization has sub-
stantial ownership in the subsidiary, and
the nonprofit organization can receive
the profits as dividends. Thus social
entrepreneurship enables those with an
entrepreneurial aptitude to make signif-
icant contributions to society.

Essentials of Entrepreneurship. The
first lesson in entrepreneurship is to per-
sist with what you know well. Even though
it may be of limited interest, it could
prove to be an important niche.

Sam Walton, founder of Wal-Mart,
defined entrepreneurship as “knowing
where you want to go and being willing
to do what it takes to get there.” So much
of what we accomplish is through sheer
determination of achieving important
goals and then, once achieved, setting
even loftier goals.

Successful entrepreneurs find better
ways to serve an existing market—per-
haps an innovative method to serve cus-
tomers or creative ads to reach a target
market. They bring a certain flair to what
they do—always curious, wondering if a
particular idea will work.

Entrepreneurship requires the confi-
dence to make decisions, to believe that
a future correct decision is not cancelled

by a past wrong one. Succeg
preneurship also requires {y,
determination to persevere
is reached. A successful e
answer is not only “yes”
a different method.”
The best way to evaluate the fultre i
to examine the past—what broughy o
the greatest satisfaction and 7o
tion, what changes in job resp
have you enjoyed the most,
caused the most frustration?
Successful entrepreneurs often cling

sful Chitre.
't.mcnddﬁ §
ntil the gﬁ’al
| entrepreneiyg
;1S “yes, but “‘iﬁi

to a strong value system of honesty, fajp

ness, authenticity, and achievemenp_
something Muslims must do au}’\v'a},'
Their self-reliance carries them Lhrbug];;
difficult times. --
If this is you, look for an environmeny
in which you can realize your potential.
If you like working with specific skills,

consider a trade or profession that allows:

you to develop them. If you like working
with and through people, consider a

career that involves managing others and.
assuming responsibility. If you feel that'

your creativity is being constrained, choose
an idea-driven environment, such as pro-
motions, advertising, or merchandising,
If you dislike working for or with others,

consider a career that features complete

autonomy, such as inventing, writing, art,
or mail order selling. If you depend upon
a regular paycheck and employer bene-
fits, and the thought of uncertainty caus-
es anxiety, consider part-time business
opportunities that allow you to continue
your current employment until your con-
fidence level grows.

Industry Choices. Enterprises with less
than 100 employees dominate in most
industries, both in sales and as employers,
and are responsible for a greater per=
centage of product development than
larger companies. Contrary to popular
talk, there are many opportunities forsuc
cess in today's retail marketplace: store
merchandisers, vending machine distrib-
utors, mail order and catalog merchants.
and many others. Successful retailers are
people-oriented protessionals who under-
stand how to entertain and please others:

Service businesses that support mal=
keting operations have blossomed during
the past decade and are expected 10 cons
tinue growing rapidly. This sector, VIf=
for the information economy, continues
to propel the business envi |-opﬂ1€ﬂt
ahead at warp speed. Service busm:‘:SSfC_S_
normally succeed or fail due to the OT8?
inator’s commitment and talent. Suﬂ*
cessful service providers are perfccuof'i‘-
ists with an innate understanding Of“’h"f
pleases people. They must gain @ reput

dissaﬁgfa-c:. !
onsibi]iﬁés_l.
and whag

ion for thoughtfulness, great diplomacy
fua tact, and going the extra mile to dis-
ggﬂiSh themselves from competitors.
~ The convergence of breakthrough
|tnternet technologies, outsourcing, and
complex in tegration softwa}"c has engen-
. dered huge business-to-business (B2B) e-
commerce markets. The Internet’s glob-
;j'reach forces businesses to focus on
i':are-compctencies and outsource other
bhsiness needs while accelerating their
ume-to-market. Huge franchises are
puiltin justa few years: McDonalds need-
ed 50 years to establish a presence in 50
countries; Coca-Cola took 25 years; eBay
did itin 3 years and Jeff Bezos made ama-
son.com a household name in 5 years.
B2B e-commerce introduces powerful
benefits to buyers and sellers by lowering
the cost of doing business. The $17 tril-
{ion B2B market is destined to grow, with
10 percent of B2B transactions moving
online by 2004 despite the current eco-
nomic slowdown—an implied opportu-
nity of $1.7 trillion!

Being a successful small manufactur-
er or wholesaler requires efficient time
management, the ability to put in the
hours needed to complete a project on
time, good negotiating skills, and an insis-
‘tence on quality.
~ Technology-related opportunities exist
Jin computerized distance learning pro-

Every Muslim has to invent and innovate, making creative

jepartures based on what has been revealed in the Quran
Jand practiced by the Prophet—finding ways of doing things
ipatter, cheaper, and faster within Islamic parameters.

grams, computer sensory recognition
(voice, script, and optical recognition),
computer translation, ceramic engines,
gene therapy, optical computers, synthet-
ic foods, and intelligent transportation sys-
tems.

No particular industry or business is
an immediate gold mine. However, the
best opportunities are found in non- or
under-served/supplied market sectors.
Try to identify a particular segment where
you can fulfill an unsatisfied need.

Making Personal Choices. Writing out
answers to the following seven questions
will reveal those options that truly fit your
strengths. Write a short description of
opportunities that appeal to you based on
these answers.

> What is important to you in terms of
self-worth and self-actualization: chal-
lenge, family fulfillment, community ser-
vice, fame, status, or a combination of
these and other factors?

» What is the minimum income level you
need to meet current obligations? What
future income level do you want? Your
personal financial obligations will con-
tinue as you start your business.

> What type of work really excites you:
sales, start-ups, technology development,
and administrative tasks, working out-
doors, arts and crafts?

» What lifestyle considerations are
important to you: travel, community
involvement (chamber of commerce
meetings, civic clubs)?

» What are your personal capabilities?
Do you need additional training?

» What are your financial capabilities?
» What type of risk factor is acceptable to
you? The higher the risk, the greater the
potential for greater profit or loss. How
do you hold up when considering risk?

Developing Your Idea. Ideas can come
from anywhere. All one needs is to be a
good listener. The idea for embroidered-
look paper napkins resulted from a din-
ner conversation. You need to float ideas
and listen to feedback. Another source of
ideas may be local or community cham-
bers of commerce, bankers, accountants,
lawyers, and realtors.

Small Business Development Centers
(SBDCs), run by the Small Business
Administration (SBA) and state govern-
ments, are free resources for small busi-
ness owners and developers. The Service
Corp of Retired Executives (SCORE),
another SBA-sponsored program, puts
you in touch with retired executives who
will act as consultants at no charge.

Local libraries and bookstores offer
an abundance of published information
on many types of businesses and markets.
An increasing number of colleges offer
courses in entrepreneurship and are
staffed with knowledgeable people who
usually welcome the chance to discuss
your ideas and give direction.

The idea is to learn to ask questions
and not be afraid of rejection or negative
feedback. ®

M. Yaqub Mirza, Ph.D., is President & CEO of the Herndon, VA-based
Sterling Management Group, Inc. (www.sterlingmgmt.com)
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> Islamic Mutual Funds since 1986 » Automatic Redemption and Deposit

» Halal Common Stocks from Your Checking Account
» Low $100 Minimum Investment » Check Writing

» No Sales Charge » Free Retirement Plans (Traditional,
Roth, SEP and SIMPLE IRAS)

ATURNA

APITAL -

=%
Investment Advisor Member Services Consultant

Of course, past performance is no

guarantee of future results. Fund share prices and total returns will vary and the prff; :.é,?
investor receives at redemption may be more or less than paid.  For more complete information, including fees and expe
obtain a free prospectus. Please read the prospectus carefully before investi

ng or sending money. Investors National Corporalion,
Bellingham, WA, distributor. (September 2001)

Our solutions.

Amana Growth Fund Amana Income Fund

Investment Objective: Investmeqt Objective: . f
Long-Term Growth consistent with Current income and- preservgtloq of |
Islamic principles. capital consistent with Islamic principles.

Established: 1994 Established: 1986

"Amana Mutual Funds Trust

- 2-6262), visit www.amanafunds.com,
For a free prospectus, call 888/73-AMANA(888/73 . :
o?writpe, Amana Prospectus, P.O. Box N, Bellingham, WA 98227-0596.
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in Islamic Financing

With standardized Shari‘ah-based tools,
the road to satisfying consumers becomes
much clearer. BY ABDULKADER THOMAS

he dream of Islamic finance as

an emerging market has mate-

rialized. Muslims now figure
prominently in American pub-

lic life and, more importantly,

a bright and energetic young

American generation now secks

to live by the Shari‘ah. In addi-

tion, the global business of Islamic finance
has deepened, offering new approaches,
providers, and opportunities for everyone.
Muslims must construct Shari‘ah-com-
pliant financial relationships in regard to
riba, gharar, and contract. Islam does not
allow money to accrue over time, provide
money over time, or sell money for money.
Rather, Muslims must earn through selling
orinvesting in goods or property, All parties
to a contract must disclose the objectives
clearly and fully and ensure full operational
transparency. Thus attention to the contract
type’s form, way, and specific requirements
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may create legal or linguistic arbitrage
between Islamic and U.S. legal systems.

Equity investment at the enterprise or
project level involves investors buying part
or all of a business or asset and assuming
the business risk of ownership for their
share. Such ownership may be managed
(mudaraba) or direct (musharaka), and can
range from mutual funds to stocks and
more personal investment forms.

Equity investment in assets, which may
be leased, means that investors will own all
or part of the equipment or property.
These will be leased to another party with-
out the latter necessarily seeking to own the
object of the lease.

Equity investment in assets for sale allows
investors to buy an asset for later sale, possi-
bly in installments at various prices based
upon credit and other factors.

Equity investment in assets to be devel-
oped, manufactured, or constructed involves

investment in inputs to transform goods mto
a final product or improved property.

To a limited degree, these tools may be
mixed and matched. The Shari‘ah impos-
es specific constraints on the means of
doing so. For instance, some contractual
objectives may be sequential but not com-
bined in the same document.

Working Examples. Since 1996, the
Western and Islamic worlds of finance have
become increasingly integrated,

In 1999, the First Islamic Investmcn‘t
Bank (FIIB) started its U.S. business acqui-
sitions with the all-equity purchase of Per-
ception and several utht:i kayak manufac-
turers. It combined them into a single
company (musharaka) and held itas an equi-
tv investor intending to sell to the market.
Later, FIIB sold units to investors’ shares n
the new company, which FIIB managed for
the investors (mudaraba). ¢

Working with the United Bank ©
Kuwait (UBK), FIIB participated inl secu=
ing U.S. regulatory approval for banks @
utilize installment sales (mudaraba) 30 tlla}
national banks could buy supplies and se
them to Perception or FIIB on Perc epuon z
behalf. Today, at least two major domest
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American banks and one international
bank provide leasing and murabaha facili-
ties to FIIB and its U.S. subsidiaries.

Many large Western and American
banks purchase equipment on behalf of
Islamic investors to lease (#jara) to American
companies. The underlying operating leas-
es are modified or purified to comply with
the Shari‘ah. UBK London was involved in
a stream of global telecommunications
transactions, in which a boutique U.S.
investment bank arranged for UBK to
engage as its agent an American equipment
vendor to buy switches and sell them to dif-
ferent telecommunications companies.
Sales were made on an installment basis over
9 months. In this murabaha, UBK took title
of the goods from the factory until delivery.
When the amounts were large, UBK would
join with other Western and Islamic banks
to buy the goods jointly.

In 1996, the Islamic Investment Com-
pany of the Gulf (IICG—mnow Al Shamil
Bank of Bahrain) arranged istisna‘ financ-
ing for renovating the Haram Sharif. In this
transaction, IICG, the prime contractor,
subcontracted the Bin Laden Group to per-
form the work and, in the process, pur-
chased construction materials either
directly or through agents.

This concept was taken a step further in
the U.S. when Key Bank obtained regulatory
approval to apply istisna‘as a banking prod-
uct. Key Bank currently provides such invest-
ment on behalf of foreign real estate buyers
developing apartment complexes in the U.S.

UBK secured two U.S. banking regula-
tory approvals for contracts that may be
applied in lieu of conventional mortgage
loans. Although UBK ran a limited exper-
iment, new institutions plan to use these
approvals to build Islamic businesses.

Recently, LaRiba and Freddie Mac have
initiated a relationship in which the latter

Muslim Americans are under-housed, over-allocateq jj
cash, and short of community facilities. They require many
services, but will not engage in those connected with ripq_

institution will support Muslims and create
sound investments for itself.

American Opportunities. Muslims Ameri-
cans, though only 2-3 percent of the pop-
ulation, represent a large well-educated
and affluent sub-segment. As their num-
bers are large enough and their commu-
nities are concentrated in key locations,
there is a good chance that non-specialty
investors might be interested. In fact, some
Muslims already have received surveys
from a major regional bank.

Normally, ethnic or niche product
development markets at a bank requires
language or cultural presentation skills. In
such cases, one is only worried about mar-
keting conventional products to commu-
nities that find access in English (such as
Hispanics or Chinese) or outside of their
locale (Koreans and Indians) difficult.
However, the Muslim community is more
complicated. For example, what makes
anybody think that Muslims lack the asset
accumulations goal of non-Muslims, that
Muslims have distinct ethical concerns
from foreign Muslims, or that their yearn-
ing to be riba-free is any less than that of
Muslims overseas?

The community’s businesses and con-
sumer financial aspirations, personal invest-
ing and saving needs, or corporate cash
management needs must be addressed by
presenting a bona fide suite of services that
tulfill their spiritual and financial goals. This
is far more difficult than worrying about
correct linguistic or cultural correct styles.

Poinis of Opportunity and Expa
Muslim Americans are under-
over-allocated in cash, and short
munity facilities. They require m
vices, but will not engage in those
ed with riba. Thus many,

A0y ser-

and services they acquired through rikg,
ISNA’s International Business and Traﬁle;
Forum (IBTF) encourages Muslims to pub-
licize their needs and aspirations to shape
achievable goals that allow them to over-
come the shrinking obstacles.

The cornerstone of all stable and devel-
oped financial markets is housing finance,
a sub-segment of finance recognized for i
lack of risk, core relationship to nuii(ma]
and social stability, and financial pre-
dictability. Once in a financed house, a con-
sumer strives to arrange his or her financial
affairs more clearly. A homeowner is also
typically a family person who thinks of chil-
dren’s education, retirement, as well as (for
Muslims) Hajj. Thus the need for financial
institutions that offer interestfree services
is apparent. After home finance, “follow-
on” products become clearer to Muslims
and those who would serve them.

First Steps toward an Open Market.
Recently, two infrastructure developments
involving securities have been achieved
with broad, positive implications. The for-
mation of the DowJones Islamic Markets
(DJIM) Indices in 1998 provides a basket of
benefits to Islamic finance: credibility, stan-
dardization of securities analysis, an inde-
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First came the London—.based Is'lagnq.com
1999) and the Dubal-base.d iHilal.com
(2000). Both provide relevant 1nvestqr—based
information and advice, and offer licensed
gecuritics brokerage services in the U.S,,
Britain, and other jurisdictions.

These provide astart. However, U.S. Mus-
Jim investors face limitations, such as the
absence of investments comparable to m.on-
ey market or fixed income securities. Like-
wise, more formally structured and spon-
sored limited partnerships must be defined
and structured for public distribution of real
estate or technology investments. However,
DJIM has unfrozen the savings and invest-
ment side in a way never before available to
the Muslims of North America.

Today, non-Muslims business execu-
tives and regulators know the Shari‘ah
offers a definable and structured way to do
business, and increasingly accept that
Islamic business methods are consistent
with Western practices. This is partially
proven because Islamic contracts work for
both foreign investors and nationally char-
tered banks in the regulated U.S. environ-
ment, and partially because of the Dow
Jones Islamic Indexes’ success.

Understanding that Islamic business and
finance practices make economic sense,
there is no reason for U.S. and Western busi-
nesses to think that their Muslim compatri-
ots differ from either Eastern investors in
their adherence to Shari‘ah, or aspirational-
ly from other Americans or Westerners in
terms of the goods and services they require
and desire. Due to the efforts of ISNA and
other national bodies, qualitative informa-

tion about Muslims is becoming better
known. The situation is well primed for a
New surge in services and providers meeting
Muslim needs—and the most important
Movers will be those Muslims taking advan-
u}ge of the improving information and expe-
Ience and making their demands known to

&ir community and service providers. B

'."hd“'!‘aﬂermnmas (mefmoney@aot.com), a member of the executive
/0 of Guidanca Financial Group, LLC, is working on the (aunch of
SRR new lslami financial products and companies. Condensed with
"?kas_iun {rom the author's paper prasentad at the ISNA-sponsared 2nd
aton) Business & Trade Forum, Chicago, Aug 30-31, 2001

Serving the
investment needs of

the community.

Stocks and Bonds ® Mutual Funds
Government Securities ® Corporate Bonds
Tax-Free Bonds ® IRAs and Pension Plans
Money Management

Asif S. Fakroddin
First Vice President-Investments
Retirement Plan Consultant

10 South Wacker Drive, Suite 2800, Chicago, lllinois 60606

(800) 621-5231, ext. 3541
SALOMON SMITH BARNEY ®

SEE HOW WE EARN ITV

Salomon Smith Barney is a registered service mark of Salqmon Smith Barney Inc.
“SEE HOW WE EARN [T” is a service mark of Salomon Smith Barney Inc.

Amember of citigroup

© 2001 Salomon Smith Barney Inc. Member SIPC

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY!

The new Calendar for the year 2002
and Hifrah 1423 is embellished with
the Sura Rebman spread out on all the

\ bt (53 )
60 iﬁ‘er card designs available

On sale for only $8.95 plus shipping

Free shipping with purchase of 3 calendars

Call Toll Free 800.241.2704

visit our website www.ramadaneidcards.com
For the full line of Islamic greeting cards, Eid cards, All Occasion cards
Email: asalma@msn.com
Or Call for free color copy of brochure
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RECENT PROJECTS AND PUBLICATIONS

® Muslims in the American Public Square (The Pew
Charitable Trusts), Zahid H. Bukhari and Sulayman
Nyang

® The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic
World, John L. Esposito (Oxford University Press)

*Now available in paperback*

® The Oxford History of Islam, John L. Esposito
(Oxford University Press)

m Muslims on the Americanization Path, Yvonne Y.
Haddad and John L. Esposito (Oxford University Press)

# The New Mamluks, Amira El-Azhary Sonbol
(Syracuse University Press)

® Makers of Contemporary Islam, John O. Voll and
John L. Esposito (Oxford University Press)

@ Muslims and the West, Zafar Ishaq Ansari and John
L. Esposito (Islamic Research Institute/Center for
Muslim-Christian Understanding)

OCCASIONAL PAPERS

m Arab and Muslim Stereotypes in American Popular
Culture-Jack Shaheen

m The Need for Civilizational Dialogue-Anwar Ibrahim

@ Christianity & Islam in Africa's Political Experience:
Piety, Passion, and Power-Ali A. Mazrui

# The Qur'an on Religious Pluralism-Abdulaziz
Sachedina

® Islam in a Modern State: Democracy and the
Concept of Shura-Mohamed Fathi Osman

THE CENTER FOR
MUSLIM-CHRISTIAN
UNDERSTANDING

The Edmund A. Walsh School
of Foreign Service

Georgetown University

FACULTY

JOHN L. ESPOSITO
Director and University Professor

JOHN O. VOLL
Associate Director and Professor of
Islamic Studies

OSMAN B. BAKAR
Malaysia Chair of Islam in
Southeast Asia

AMIRA EL-AZHARY SONBOL
Associate Professor of Islamic History,
Society and Law

YVONNE Y. HADDAD
Professor of Muslim-Christian
Relations

37th and O Streets, NW
Washington, DC 20057

WWWwW.cmcu.net
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MA convention focuses on future strategies for Muslim Americans; Dr. Suleyman Nyang (center)

Muslims Plan for Future

he 6th annual American Muslim
Alliance (AMA) national conven-
tion in San Jose, CA-the first Mus-
lim American public event held

after Sept.11 brought together leaders of

several major Muslim organizations.

Dr. Maher Hathout, senior adviser
of the Muslim Public Affairs Council
(MPAC), and Dr. Jamal Badawi (ISNA)
spoke on “Dignity in the face of Adver-
sity.” Dr. Hathout reminded: “We are
Muslims and we are Americans, not
one or the other. And we will not let
others define us.”

The sessions included panels such
as “After the Bloc Vote What Next:
Action Plan 2002-2004” where Dr.
Yahya Basha, president of the Ameri-
can Muslim Council (AMC), Omer
Ahmed, chairman of the Council on
American Islamic Relations (CAIR),
Salam Al-Maryati, executive director,
MPAC, Delinda Henley, editor of the
Washington Report on Middle East
Affairs, Dr. Agha Saeed, chairman of
AMA, and Eric Vikers of AMA Nation-
al, outlined future plans.

Agha Saeed reminded: “But if there
Is to be peace, we have to respect Ameri-
can ideals: due process, the dignity of
the individual. We’re not asking for
favors, we’re asking for equity.”

Other speakers included Rep.
Michael Honda, New Hampshire state
Rep. Saghir Tahir, Rep. Ellen Corbett
and former representatives Tom
Campbell and Paul Findley. Honda
reminisced about his and his parents’

internment after Pearl Harbor.
i Among the attendees was U.S. con-
i gressional candidate Mahjabeen Islam

of Toledo, OH.
The convention was attended repre-

sentatives of major media including
i BBC, CBS, NBC, AP, USA Today, Los
i Angeles Times, and San Francisco

Chronicle, and also Contra Costa
Times, Sing Tao Daily, Canadian Radio
(CBC), NPR, KNTV, Mercury News,

Argus, Sacramento Bee, Tri Valley Her-

ald, and San Mateo County Times.
Al-Maryati told NPR, “We are

¢ viewed as foreign agents. We are not.
: We are Americans.”

AMA vice-chair Shabbir Sardar
stressed, “Our foreign policy has been

¢ way too one-sided... If there is not just
justice for one group or another but

: justice for everyone, then nobody will
: want to be a terrorist.”

—By Tuhir Ali, AMA national media chair,
and author of the forthcoming book, The Muslim
Vote Not Only Counts But Recounts.

The 25 Most
Frequently
Questions Asked

About Islam
for the New
Millennium

By Shahid Athar,
MD, FACE, FACP

U ATHAL MO, FACE. FACK

Help Your Neighbors and Colleagues
Understand Islam.
$2.00 per copy (add 50 cens for postage)

To order: Dawa Information Group
8424 Naah Rd., #2D, Indianapolis, IN 46260
www.islom-usa.com

ISNA CONFERENCES FOR 2002

» Third Annual Islamic Education Forum
» Third Annual Community Development Conference
» Third Annual Islamic Perspectives on
Counseling Conference
» Third Annual Conference on Domestic Violence
» Third Annual Conflict Resolution Training Program
» Marriage Counseling Conference
» |mam Training Program

A Conferences will be held on:

Friday, March 29 - Sunday March 31, 2002

Hyatt Regency Hotel, Downtown Chicago, IL

For information, please contact ISNA Community

Development Department

Tel.: 317 839 8157 ext. 242, Fax: 317 839 1640
e-mail: hsaleem@isna.net bsaleem@isna.net
or visit our website www.isna.net.
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Allah (Subhanahu wa Ta‘ala)
in His infinite Wisdom and
Mercy has created for us mates
with whom we may find peace
and share love and mercy.
Prophet Muhammad (salla
Allah “alayhi wa sallam) may
Allah grant him elernal peace,
said, “Those of you who can
afford to get married must mar-
7y, Jor it is the best protection
against a lustful eye and a
strong shield for your chastity.”
(Bukhari and Muslim,).

On another occasion, the
Prophet, peace be upon him,
said that when a man marries
he has fulfilled half of his duty;
so0 let him fear Allah regarding
the remaining half (Bukhari).
In these messages from our Cre-
ator and our beloved Prophet
(salla Allah alayhi wa sallam),
it is clear that the institution of
marriage is of vital importance.

The Islamic Society of North
America offers its matrimonial
service for Muslims. This ser-
vice has been in operation since
the early 19705 and has, praise
Allah, assisted many Muslims
in finding a suitable mate. The
service is more important due to
the ever-growing numbers of
Muslims living in the West.
Therefore, in an effort to help
brathers and sisters who are
currently looking for a Muslim
spouse, the following list has
been provided.
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US Citizen, Sunni, well educat-

ed JD, 80 yrs., 5’6", dynamic/
charismatic personality,
humorous, very handsome,
outgoing, communicative, fol-
lows Islamic principles from
educated simple family in US
for 20 yrs. Seeking Indo-Pak

attractive Muslimah with simi-

lar attributes residing in US-
Canada. Contact 773-509-507"7

or rishtamubarak@yahoo.com. :

B020 Nov-Dec 2001 X Sunni

Muslim parents of Indian origin
invite correspondence for their
US-born and raised son, 28,

recently graduated from medical

school and in residency. Parenits
of US-born and raised, tall, fair,
graduate or graduating from
medical school Muslimah, 22-26,
may contact (713) 937-3616 (TX)

B026 Nov-Dec-2001 % US citi-
zen Pakistani physician sister
looking for a sincere, God-
fearing Sunni Muslimah for
her 37 year old brother, (wid-

ower) with 3-month and 5-year

old children. High school
teacher in UAE, kind, gener-
ous, religious (performed
Hajj), open-minded, willing to
relocate if necessary. (TX)

B027 Nov/Dec 2001 % Indian
Sunni Muslim parents invite
resume and photo for son, 25,
6” 27, very handsome, religious,
US-born/raised pursuing MBA

leading to Ph.D., from beautiful

Muslimah, Indo/Pak origin, at
least 5° 57, fair, professional,
religious. (FL)

B028 Nov/Dec 2001 X Parents
of Sunni Muslim, Urdu speak-
ing American born and edu-

cated MD, second year resi-
dent, 27, 5’ 87, seeking attrac-
tive, educated bride. Send
details and photograph. (US)

X

SEEKING

HUSBAND

$024 Nov/Dec 2001 X Muslim
parents invite correspondence
from highly educated profession-
als for their attractive 36-vear-old
danghter, US citizen, never mar-
ried, MBA, currently emploved
as a senior officer in an interna-
tional bank. Please send photo
and resume. (IL)

‘married /divorced /widower OK,
but no past or present children,
any nationality, seriously interest-
ed send photo/details, (LISA)

Sunni family (Hyderabadi)

invites correspondence for their
daughter, 25, 55", fair; religious,
Hijabsvearing, holding & Masters

programmer. Please contact
matrimonials_01@hotmail.com
with details, (CA)

$059 Nov/Dec 2001 % Sunni
Muslim parents invite resume
with photo from US-raised reli-
gious, handsome, well-educated
professionals of Indo/Pak origin
for US-raised religious, fair, pret-
ty, business gracduate, 24, 5" 67,
email: awwab@mail.com (NY)

S060 Nov/Dec 2001 % Muslim
(Sunni) physician, pretty, 25
years old, 5" 77, Iooking fora
handsome Muslim, US citizen,

Degree, working asa computer  +
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preferably physician, from
respectable family, Contaey
uncle (631) 462-1394 (NY)

S061 Nov/Dec 2001 & 5,
Muslim Indian parengs ; nvite 5
respondence for thejr I.TS-horn 3
and raised daughter, 29 2nd yes
medical student, wears | ijab} 5
from a medical doctor, (2‘.-;_2'})
Contact (847) 9838358 (17 "
$062 Nov/Dec 2001 % U eqy;
cated, well-established profes.
sional, Sunni, young loa king, 45
tall, eultured, attractive. Exce)- ’
lent heath /shape, with Brownup
son; seeking professionals
(45-55) of Indo/Pak origin,
Photo with details. (IL)

$063 Nov/Dec 2001 & Synp;
parents of Indian origin seek
match for their American hopy
daughters ages 24, 25, and 28, 4]
have professional degrees and are
employed. Respond to parents
with photo at mumtaz83@h oy
maijl.com (OH)

S064 Nov/Dec 2001 & Sunnj,
27, BS in health administration,
wears Hijab. Was previously mar-
tied, no children, further details
can be provided. Seeking Sunni
professional between 27-37 yrs,
legally settled in the US or Cana-
da. Please contact (734) 741-1964
or ramjan79@yahoo.com (MI)
S065 Nov/Dec 2001 % Sunni
Muslim parents invite correspon-
dence from highly educated
Islamic professionals for their
‘beauriful, well educated (Master's)
“daughter, 26 years old. Contact
“habeeb_muhd@yahoo.com (pA)
$066 Nov/Dec 2001 X Indian
parents invite correspondence
for US-born daughter, 25, second
year medical student, 5 67 tall,
form practicing Muslim profes-
sional, under 30 years old. Bioda-
ta with photograph please. (CA)

: 8067 Nov/Dec 2001  Sunni

Pakistani parents invite corre-
sponderice for 27 year old, US-

¢ raised, beautiful, tall, slim, and

fair, JD daughter working for
prestigious NY law firm. Please
send recent photo/resume.
TJANJUA78@HOTMAIL.COM (NY)
S068 Nov/Dec 2001 % 32 year
old, slender, attractive, looks
much younger, US-raised and
educated Sunni Muslimah, prac-
ticing physician in obstetrics and
gynecology in New York, and an
unfortunate victim of divorce .due
to one-sided circumstances, Wi
no children, seeking prﬂf@ﬁsi{)lllfli
US-raised and educated male for
marriage and family. (NY)
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MATRIMONIAL ADVERTISEMENT PLACEMENT FORM

| You may mail or fax the completed form (with payment) to Islamic Horizons Magazine.
Ia 'MAIL TO: ISNA, Dept. M, P.O. Box 38 Plainfield, IN 46168, FAX T0: (317) 839-1840

| ARE YOU A SUBSCRIBER? [ Yes [ No

Please check the mailing label on the back page of your Islamic Horizons. If your account has expired, or if there s
no date on your label (such as 00/00/00), then please fill out the subscription form for Islamic Horizons and send
$24.00 (by check, money order or credit card information) in addition to your advertisement cost with Your ad or
respanses. I there is no form, then please call (317) 839-8157 ext. 248 or 811 for subscription rates. This will insure
| you will cantimie fo receive the Islamic Harizens on a regular basis.

"MATRIMONIALS INFORMATION

, o PLACE A MATRIMONIAL ADVERTISEMENT: Fill out the form below; write Iegibly or type your ad on a separate shest, in 25 words or
i I josing payment of: $125.00 US/$150,00 Canadian/ US$200.00 Overseas; $1.50ar each word over 25, (abbraviations & numbers count
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rmaliun i< hept confidential. We reserve the right to edit all ads. You must notify Islamic Horizans immeds_ately for changes of address or mari-
y s, e advised that polygamy is unlawful In the US, and such ads will nat be published in Islamic Horizons,
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| qurname and address or phane in your ad, you must give ISNA BOTH VERBAL AND WRITTE confirmation. This means writing a brief note stating
e ssh o nclude this information, signing it and including your phione number. Please mal or fax the note. You MUST call |SNA and give the same
I matmn over the phone alsa. There will be NO personal infarmation printed without BOTH VERBAL AND WRITTEN confirmation. So if your phone
mm;r;rér i not included with your ad information your persanal information will not b printed until verbal confirmation is received. There will be no
| L tions. Allhough vou do not have to arint your phong number, it must be Included if any personal information is to.be received. If you choose
mﬂﬁ print any personal information, please indicatz so, and your name and address will be kept as confidential as ft always has been.
Al zd information must be recelved with payment by the 15t day of the month before the next publication datg n order fo be included in the coming issue.
| Thare vl bz no exceptiorts. Calls on the deadiine date wil anly be excepted if the payment s by credit card, but tis preferred if you mail your information, or
o iy fa it bo (317) 838-1840, if possible, late advertisements may be accapled, if space Is available with an additional |atg fes of 75 percent.

| » 70 ANSWER A MATRIMONIAL ADVERTISEMENT: Write a letter about yourself, including your raturn address. Place the letter & photo (if
| equested) inside a STAMPED, SEALFD snvelope with CODE of the AD you are responding to WRITTEN In the LOWER LEFT HAND CORNER of the enve-
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An Islamic Bookshop

ALIFZEE.COM

Retail, Wholesale & Da'wah

Books, Tapes, CDs
in English, Urdu & Arabic
| |
Qur'an, Hadith, Sufism
B
Children, Igbal, Pakistan
i1

Dictionaries, Cooking
Low prices for Da’wah
Free Shipping (limited time)

VISIT US AT:
www.ALIFZEE.com

Call: (916) 608-1686
— J

FREE
MATCHMAKING

FOR BACHLOR SUNN! MUSLIM BOYS
THAT ARE WELL EDUCATED, TALL,
RAISED IN NORTH AMERICA,
BETWEEN THE AGES OF 28 T0 34.

CONTACT 1-416-275-8737 R
memc7 86@yahoo.com o
nusratanjum@hotmail.com

URDU WITH PHONICS

Learn to vead. write, and understand
the Urdu language in a month.
A comprehensive, effortless, effective, and new
technique to learn a language. A 110-minute video
course based on the phonics in the Urdu language,

QURAN WITH PHONICS

Learn to read the Quran with Tajweed in a month.
A comprehensive, effortless, effective, and new
technique to learn the Quran. A 125-minute video
course based on the phenics in the Arabic language.
Suggested retail price: $20 (inc. S/H)

PARENTING IN ISLAM

A hook on child psychology with the
blend of Islam. (Second Edition)
Audio (2.5 hours}): Suggested retail price: $12.00
Paperback: Suggested retail price: $12.00 !
A 130-page book that addresses issues based on raising
children from the Islamic point of view.

To order your copy: Fatima !’\ﬂ_llllc_a:ﬂnn"cmm
P.0.Box 55309 = Rivesside, CA 82517
Call 909-247-1887
e-mail: fatimaproduction@ack.com
Dealars/Retallirs Inaujies Invited.




REVIEWS

Internalizing
the Qur’an

hile apparently a commentary
on Surat al-Bagarah, the
author’s scope and methodol-
ogy set this book apart. He
urges readers to study “the
Qur’an over and over again, thinking
over its meaning and trying to under-
stand it as a coherent discourse.” Doing
so is likely to improve one’s understand-
ing of the structure of Qur’anic thought,

especially since the Qur’an treats its i uiony

mimes and subjecm%rom many angles. PUBLISHER: Genuvine Publications &
; o Media Pt. Ltd, New Delhi; 1999

Dr. Khan also draws attention to principal  pers. 808 pages; PB; $60

issues, explains key terms, reveals aspects

of conceptual coherence, points out tra-

jectories of reflection, and provides moral and psychological support.

While his main endeavor is to educate, he stresses certain Qur’anic ideas. Per-
haps the most important one is the tawhidic (literally, “monotheistic”) movement
of God’s prophets. He maintains that revelation’s principal purpose is to liberate
people from bondage and make them serve God, thereby creating a universal
community of “fellow servants of God alone” and socioeconomic justice ensured
through mutual regard and resource-sharing. This statement emphasizes the uni-
ty of all divine revelations and provides a basis, from an Islamic standpoint, of
interfaith dialogue. While some may think this puts insufficient emphasis on each
individual revelation’s distinctiveness, even in Islam the starting point is human
unity. This conviction probably accounts his emphasis on the tawhidic movement.

Viewing the Qur’anic surahs as unities, Dr. Khan reinforces the modern Mus-
lim exegetical approach of treating the Qur’an as a coherent discourse. He dis-
cusses key Qur’anic terms, stressing that the English words chosen are “real sub-
stitutes” of the Qur’anic words (e.g., Lord for Rabb). This hedge seems
unnecessary; rather, it is sufficient to remember to separate the specialized mean-
ings from the more common ones. If consciously accepted and carefully devel-
oped by Muslim scholars, this defensible view could help produce a specialized
yet authentic Qur’anic-English vocabulary.

Dr. Khan writes that the Qur’an presents Allah’s essential message, while the
Sunnah represents its concretization in the Companions’ lives. However, he
states, we should not always try to understand the Qur’an through the Compan-
ions’ eyes. This raises a crucial question: Could later concretizations override that
of the Companions? If not, what are the limits of later concretizations? Does the
Companions’ concretization have any privileged status?

His desire that readers establish a direct contact with the Qur’an is commend-
able. However, he seems to think that this does not require an extensive knowl-
edge of classical Arabic and traditional Qur’an-related disciplines. The Egyptian
scholar Bint ash-Shati’ distinguishes between fahm (understanding) and tafsir
(exegesis) of the Qur’an, saying that while anyone may seek Qur’anic fahm, there
are strict requirements for undertaking Qur’anic fafsir. It is not clear where Dr.
Khan stands on this issue.

The book would profit from careful editing and proofreading, and a more
readable font and more white space would make it more aesthetically pleasing.

Insight into the Qur'an:
Reflections upon Diving Signs
AUTHOR: Dr. Irfan Ahmad Khan

— By Mustansir Miy, Ph.D., Youngstown State University, Youngstown, OH
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Guidance in
a Nutshell

r l "\ he weakest point in the Islamjc
finance industry was the lack of
useful, easy to comprehend

materials for non-specialists and con-

sumers. Lightbulb Press that is responsj.
ble for publications designed to make
finance accessible to ordinary people
has now offered a highly successful col-
laboration that
brings forth in

LiauteuLs () pres

{GUIDE TOR 2o .
UNDERSTANDING concepts of

% ISLAM l C g .Islamic bank-
INVESTINGE 2.

stock market.
In this produc-
tion, Dr. Vir-
ginia Morris, a
former univer-
sity professor
who specializes
in breaking
down complex
financial con-
cepts for con-
sumers, has
teamed up with

o Asart Allocdtiom
Penfication  Stocks
Intomac Equnty Miubeel Pt
L

Lahab and Hay “Jﬂ

= BN et oot Vi
.M Feaduatrag Compames

Guide to Understanding
Islamic Investing in
Accordance with Islamic
Shari‘ah

AUTHOR: Virginia B. Morris
and Brian D. Ingram

: Br. Brian
PUBLISHER: Lightbulb Ingram an ana-
Press, New York, NY; 2001 l\‘.ﬁxl at Saturna
PAGES: 64 p.; PB; $12.85 (rlapilal Corp.,

who has several years of Islamic stock
picking under his belt. This booklet
reaches people previously untouched in
this field, and if this wonderful guide is
used well, then the promoters of Islamic
funds have a wonderful opportunity to
expand participation in their funds by
new investors.

Unfortunately, in the discussion of
forbidden ribawi investments, fixed
income fund is excluded. This is over-
sight I hope will be corrected in future
editions, because in a portfolio of
Islamically acceptable fund of leases or
mixed between leases and trade deals, 1
would have a fixed income type of
fund. As we grow the field, the busi-
ness, the opportunities, this will
become more important.

— Abdulkader Tlgom@’»
executive committee of Guidance
Financial Group, LLC

ﬁ;derstand the Language of the Qur’an
The Hans Wepr Dictionary

Modern Written Arabic

Fourth edition, edited by J. Milton Cowan, 1994

CRITICAL PRAISE

There can be no doubt that this is an excel-
lent dictionary, far better than others in the
field, and that it will be a basic tool for all
study of modern Arabic for some time to
come. It is accurate, thorough, and clear

—Middle East Journal

The reliability and completeness of the work
deserves every praise, as does the practical
arrangement of the entries.

—Bibliotheca Orientalis

It is a great pleasure to recommend this
dictionary whole heartedly. Its scholarship,
accuracy, and reliability make it one of the
most significant contributions to Arabic
lexicography.

—Majed F. Sa’id, Language

Make a gift of the hardcover
edition during Ramadan!!!

This is the only authorized Hans Wehr
Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic.
Available in elegant hard cover or
convenient, economic soft cover.

Soft Cover: ISBN 0-87950-0034 ...... $45.00
Hard Cover: ISBN 0-87950-002-6 .. .. $175.00

Spoken Language Services
PO. Box 783, Ithaca, NY 14851

ph. (607) 256-0500 fax (607) 256-0501
orders@spokenlanguage.com
www.spokenlanguage.com
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T Tal B POSITIONS AVAILABLE
a I k I SI a m sl ‘.% Darul Islah, the Muslim Society of Bergen County, NJ
’éd seeks qualified persons to lead the Muslim
O N LI N E STO R E & community, a well-attended mosque, and school.
:S:g DIRECTOR OF ISLAMIC CENTER
htt P ://store.talkislam.com i.,j The candidate must have vision and the following qualifications:
SRl g‘xq Formal Islamic education from a recognized
| Introduction to Islam ) Islamic institution; Experience in leading
| Comparatlve Religions pj an Islamic organization/institution; Fluent in
selection Of | Family & Woman Issues & Englishaadiknopiedsg oAb
H e 3 | .‘)_:i
e Hajj & Umrah *;:,\* IMAM
products on Islamic Commerce | & The potential mam must have the following qualifications:
the Internet Muhammad (pbuh) i: Formal Islamic education from a recognized
Muslim Baby Names f"}; Islamic institution; Minimum 5 years experience in
Islamic Books, Audio, Hadiths ' ) performing the duties of an Imam; Experience

Videos, Software, Toys,
Gifts, and more

Poetry & Folklore o] . .
: id i) Darul Islah offers competitive compensation packages.
Recipes & Guides e Interested individuals should submit their resume with
Comfng Soon: Islamic History ‘E‘; personal contact information, salary history and name
Cosmetics & Perfumes ‘Biographies & address and phone number of at least one reference
Culture & Photograoh e (preferably previous employer) to:
| B ——1 & Chair, Search Committee
p . ] DARUL ISLAH
Visit our store for a convenient, secure, & P.0. Box 2160
online shopping experience & Teaneck, NJ 07666
& RRBIRIEBREE oo

|

I
|
=

The Qur'an - Holy Book i)

peatl in Islamic teaching; Knowledge of Arabic. Hafiz
Qur’an and fluency in English desirable




Short Takes

King of the Skies
Rukhsana Khan
2001. 30 p. HC
North Winds
Press, Markham,
ON., Canada
Rusksana Khan,
a bestselling
author, offers a
heartwarming
tale in her latest creation King of
the Skies—an engaging story cen-
tered around Italics Basant, the kite-
flying festival celebrated in Lahore,
Pakistan on the first day of spring. It
is a fun way to introduce readers 5
and up to a cultural experience.

The United States
and Pakistan
1947-2000: Dis-
‘ enchanted Allies
® l Dennis Kux
DIPENCHQ.NT 2001. HC $55.00
PB $22.95
The Johns Hopkins
University Press,
Baitimore, MD
Kux, a retired State Department
South Asia specialist, relying mostly
on American sources, and his own
experiences, offers a guide on the
ever-changing pattern of American-
Pakistani relations. The recent
most somersaults by the U.S. in its
relations with Pakistan only add to
the interest in books such as this.

Th
United States
ana Pakistan
1947-2000

” ATTLTES
A .

Dennis Kux

T B Religion on the
- 10“\ Rise: Islam in the
B Third Millennium
Murad Wilfried
Hofmann
2001. 248 p. PB.
Amana Publica-
tions, Beltsville,
MD
Dr. Murad Wil-
fried Hofmann, a former senior
German diplomat, asks are Chris-
tianity and Islam prepared to take
on the challenges of a new era in
human history. He reflects on the
intrinsic values and moral virtues of
a humane society that can help
humankind survive peacefully,
guided by reason and in harmony
with Divine revelation. He analyzes
and offers the contrast between the
present conditions and future

prospects of the Western world
under Christian influence, and
the Oriental civilization under
Islam. (www.amana-
publications.com)

! Parenting in
R{RE&TLNG ol
| Javed Khan
ISLAM  second Edition.
iy 113 p. PB.
Fatima Produc-
('\l. tions, Riverside,
’,_J.- CA (javecandfati-

ma@aol.com)

a —— In 4 sections,

Javed Khan deals with all aspects

of the family, parenting, and rais-
ing Muslim children, offering
guidance from the Qur’an and
the Sunnah. The starts with a 50-
question self-assessment test to
help raise the readers’ awareness
about the strengths and weak-
nesses.

Book of Knowl-
edge

Dr. Ahmad H.
e Sakr

; 300 pages. PB.
2001
Foundation for
Islamic Knowi-
anmo | edge
| Lombard, IL.

A collection of speeches deliv-
ered over a span of 30 years by
this well-respected pioneer of
contemporary Islamic work in
North America, which embraces
all aspects of Muslim life.

To order copies, call: (630)
495-4817.

Quarterly Al-
Anwaar Interna-
tional

Chief Editor:
Maulana
Muhammad
Asad Zikriya
Qasimi

Jamia Anwaar-
ul-Uloom,
Karachi, Pakistan.

The Quarterly Al-Anwaar
International is a new idea in
Urdu academic publication-a
hardcover scholarly journal that
offers the writings of several
scholars on a selected topic each
quarter.
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The Unrequited Blessing

D r. Koshak, involves on two occasions to
service the Zamzam Well in this 20th
century, offers a profusely illustrated
look inside the source of water that every Mys-
lim yearns to taste and
drink. The author offers
not only photographs but
also technical data about
the location, source, and
the composition of the
water, and how it reaches
pilgrims. The author not
only traces the Well’s histo- TR
ry but also chronicles the o
various improvements

undergone by this beloved R ,/)
Well over the centuries. ey oy e m_.
This book would be valued et o - DR . ekl
by all Muslims especially
those who have been
blessed to stand near the
Well and drink from it.

Dr. Koshak has also pre-
pared a documentary film
on the Zamzam well avail-
able as a videocassette. (For
information: 407-249-7026)

ZAMZAM

MRM& GURATIVE

The baly witer wikic
ulpqa«:-:c:.e"f:““*

-’L &) s |

iy

Zamzam: The Holy Water
AUTHOR: Dr. Yahya Hamza
Koshak

PUBLISHER: Koshak

Saudi Arabia; 1999
PAGES: 151 p.; HC.;
Centennial Edition

A Chmce fur Musllm Women

uslim Ameri-
CAnN women
whao need to

know more than fash-
ion, food, and trends,
have a special magazine
of their own, Aziza—
bills itself as “the maga-
zine for the contempo-
rary Muslim woman.”
Considering the chal-
“! lenges that face Muslim
journalism, acutely accentuated by the near
absence of a Muslim advertising base, this is
indeed a bold undertaking by Tayyibah Taylor
who has honed her art as editor of the now
defunct, Sisters magazine.

Azizah has put together an interesting selec-
tion of features, of course, aimed at its target
audience.

The growth and development of such a pub-
lication will especially be welcome because
many of the mainstream women'’s magazine pro-
mote values that no Muslim can accept, and
indeed these magazines are unfit to be brought
into a Muslim home.

The publishers have taken a challenge to
establish a family friendly publication and it is t0
be seen how they achieve it, considering the apa-
thy that confronts Muslim media. Interestingly,
Azizah is a rare breed in Muslim publishing
because it is an independent commercial publica:
tion that has no ties to any Muslim organization:

Research Institute, Jeddah,
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Prophet; Thess SfruclL

WORLD OF THE GURAN. Tape 2: Man;
The Fall, Man on Earth.

WORLD OF THE QURAN: Tape 3: Man in

Society; Sharia; Nature.

WORLD OF THE QURAN: Tzpe 4:
Translations; Early & Orientalist Translations;
Muslim & Available Translations, Challenges.
WORLD OF THE QURAN: Tape 5:
Ahmediya, Yusuf Ali & Picthall Translations;

Translations; T.B. Irving & Muhammad Asad
Translations.

History of Islam

YUSUF ISLAM:

Islam a Way of Life

Isiam, The Most Misunderstood
Religion in the World

10. Recitations of Short Suras
11. The Glorious Quran, the Liberator
12, Islam, the Future of Mankind

15. A Tribute to Muhammad Asad
HAMZA YUSUF:

16. Why | Came to Islam

17. Islam & Muslims

18. Islamic Social Values

CHARLES LE GAl HASAN EATON:
19. Islam & the West

PROF. MURAD HOFMANN:

20. Journey to Islam

21. New Approaches New Millenium
DR. A, ZAKI YAMANI :

22, Sharia in the 21st Century

23. Intern’l Politics & Gulf Oil

24. Attitude of Islam Towards
Christianity

25. lIslam, A Practical Religion

DR. ANNEMARIE SCHIMMEL:
26. My Road to Sufism

JUST $299.00

priced at $427.00 — a saving
of $128.00)

Blﬂ 510 10 VIDEOS: get a
DISCOUNT OF UP T0 30%

27. Spirituality in Islam
28, Mystical Poetry in Islam

PROF. AZIZAH AL-HIBRI:
29. Women in Islam

KAREN ARMSTRONG:
30. God, A Historical Perspective

SHAIKH NAZIM AL-HAQQANI:
31. Nagshbandi Sufi Path

PROF. FAZLUR RAHMAN:

32. Good, Evil & Social Issues
33. Major Themes in the Quran
PROF. SEYYED HOSSEIN NASR:

34. Revelations, The Quran and
Prophet Muhammad

IMAM WARITHDEEN MOHAMMAD:
35. Mainstream Islam

LOUIS FARRAKHAN:
36. Nation of Islam

PROF. JOHN ESPOSITO:
37. Muslims & Politics in Islam

-800-931-4441) =

ACT NOW...BRING HOME THIS SPECIAL OFFER!

Website: www.islam.org/iis

E-mail: islamtv@ pacbell.net
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"The Lives of the Prophets” is a series of lectures delivered by Anwar
Al-Awlaki. It is the first such series produced in the English language. T
author has done extensive research in the original Arabic resources. T i
is based primarily on Ibn Kathir's " Al-Bidayah wa-nihayah (The Beg
and the End)". Br. Al-Awlaki has done an excellent job of relying almost
completely on the Quran, Hadith and statements of the Nable Companions,

Volume 3 & 4

“Whoever provides iftar
for a fasting person,
will receive a veward

equal to the fast.”
- Jiemidhi -

In the first set Imam Anwar Al-Awlaki covers the lives of Adam (as)
through Yunus (as) in volumes 1 & 2.
Volumes 3 & 4 cover the lives of
Musa (as) through Isa (as).
W Travel Companion Set.

Al Awlaki

184
gl

HOME P
EDITION

Home Edition
Home Edition

Home Edition
Home Edition

Travel Companion Audio CDs
Travel Companion Audio CDs

Home Edition
Home Edition

Travel Companion Audio CDs

Lower 3056, Victoria,

Australia

Tel: + 61 3 9387 7100
Fax; + 613 9387 7200

Contact one of our distributors ne:

(1.1.5.C.A.) Australia
P0. Box 763;Brunswick

k)
i

Audio Tapes Volumes 1&2 (8-Tapes) $25.00
Audio Tapes Volumes 2&3 (10-Tapes) $35.00
Audio CDs  Volumes 1&2 (9-CDs) $35.00
Audio CDs Volumes 3&4 (12-CDs) $45.00

Volumes 1&2 (9-CDs) $35.00 ) -
Volumes 3&4 (12-CDs) $45.00 A B

Audio Tapes Volumes  1,2,3,4 (18-Tapes) $55.00 Always be prepared to gray. Pray anywhere,

Audio CDs  Volumes 1,2,3,4 (21-CDs) $70.00 hnerever you are, you've ot Saja a’
Volumes 1,234 (21-CDs)  $70.00 whereuer you are, you've got Sajaadat

Support our Ramadan Programs:

I »
_ftaf packages. Help the needy to break their fast.

Za .
katul fitr: Share the joy of eid with Muslim families.

Features: Usage:

= Wallet size m Prayer rug good for work, school or
® Fasy to pack i

m Compact zippered pouch y prayer rug when Masjed iS full
m Space saver o use in Hajj or Umran
a
[

Za ;
Katul M al: Support our orphanages, medical and

Online orders, visit our website at: www.al-basheer.com emergency relief projects.
We accept Checks, Money Orders & all MAJOR CARDS for payment!

We Offer a 35% Discount to Inmates! Waterproof Perfect for hiking, camping,

and picnicking
® Good as a sitting mat
Use as a quick rain shield

e e e Portable, durable, quality material
Al-Basheer Company for Publications & Translations, LLC $10.00, Item #1013

10515 E. 40th Avenue, Suite 108, Denver, CO 80239-3264
Tel: 303-574-0095, Fax: 303-373-0943, E-mail: sales @al-basheer.com

Jive in the spiri
of 2amadan

For about three dollars

a day you can provide
iftar and sahur in:

Afghanistan
Azerbaijan
Bangladesh
Bosnia
Chechnya
China
Daghestan
Georgia
Ingushetia
Pakistan
Russia
Tajikistan

Donate online:
www.benevolence.org

or call us at:
708-233-0062
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Eg ;Bdlan?ic:a E:re. Puhllis;?g;, UK PO?Bsc?xg?B'i Hf:::::!'uw‘ U.S.:. e Inc., ganada . Saudi Arabia. P O 2 B OX 548 D € pt = H Z_ R d m WO rth | I— 6048 2
Brookyn WY 11217. | S22 Covntry e, | GG R0 | Moo, co.00%4 G5 Tueron LMK | B 15684 Tel.:708 , ’
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Fax: 44-208-754-9842 Tel: 416-615-1222 Tel: 011-066-14654"" email:bif@benevolence.org Fax:708-233-0069

All denations are tax exempt.US Tax ID #36-3823186




