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Editorial

Healing with Faith

No one could disagree with President George W. Bush when he said:
“America is rich materially, but there remains too much poverty and
despair amidst abundance. Government can rally a military, but it
cannot put hope in our hearts or a sense of purpose in our lives.”

He could have been talking about the Muslim American communi-
ty. Our own scholars and media personnel, as well as those of main-
stream America, agree that the Muslim community is one of the most
affluent and resourceful communities in this country. Over the years,
we have seen quite a few successes, from building Islamic centers
across the continent to endorsing the new American president. How-
ever, despite such successes, President Bush’s “poverty and despair
amidst abundance” continue to exist within our community.

Muslims Americans and their organizations must step forward
and accept the challenge and opportunities offered by President
Bush. We need to create community-serving ventures that positively
affect all areas of Muslim life and also reach out to our neighbors. In
other words, we need to refresh our memories about our obligations
to our own community and to our neighbors.

While announcing the creation of the high-level White House
Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, President Bush
indicated that similar offices will be replicated at the state level. This
should inspire us to establish an intra-organizational nationwide
Muslim Community Initiative Center. Perhaps we could even assign
each organization a specific area of activity, thereby letting individual
organizations do what they know how to do. At present, such Muslim
organizations as ISNA—uwith its Community Development Program—
and others are already active in these areas. A coordinated network
would facilitate better communication with state and federal organi-
zations, and help the community benefit fully from such faith-based
programs.

In addition, Muslims must remember the Hadith: Khayrun nass
man yanfa‘un nass—the best people are those who benefit humanity.
Islam measures a person's vittue according to how much he or she
contributes to the welfare and betterment of others. This religiosity
should be put to a test and evaluated by placing it at the service of
removing the suffering and misery of others.

However, while offering their cooperation and support for faith-
based work, Muslim Americans need to keep their eyes open to
ensure that faith-based efforts are not exploited by certain quarters
that are wont to denigrate Islam and Muslims.

President Bush has invited all Americans to join this effort to
“unleash the best of America.” Being the Khayr al-Ummah, Muslims
are obliged to unleash their very best and show what Islam can do
for America. What better Da‘wah can we hope for! Let’s get busy, fel-
low Muslims, and show this country that Muslim Americans take this
call to action seriously.
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ISNAMatters

Education Forum
Benefits All

he ISNA Education Forum 2001
T (April 13-15, 2001) in Arlington

Heights, IL, includes topics for teach-
ers, administrators, principals, and board
members.

Topics for teachers include building
the Islamic identity in students (the Tar-
biyah approach), differentiation of
instruction (Arabic and Islamic
studies/general subjects), teaching Ara-
bic as second language, teaching social
studies and literature from an Islamic
perspective, techniques in teaching Ara-
bic to reluctant learners, Islamic studies
curricula: challenges and solutions, and
teaching science from an Islamic per-
spective.

Topics for administrators, principals,
and board members include legal issues,
current issues in Islamic school gover-
nance, strategic planning, effective
board /administrative relationships, and a
board member’s guide to educational
issues and practices.

In addidon, breakout sessions will focus
on computers and the Internet as
resources, using teacher evaluation to build
professionalism, effective communication
among players, and the Tarbiyah project’s
history, rationale, and programs. How
these can be implemented in schools also
will be discussed.

The program committee includes for-
mer ISNA president Abdala Idris Ali, Safaa
Zarzour, Magida Al-Kadi, and Sommieh
Uddin. For information, contact; ISNA
headquarters, Forum Coordinator,
Basharat Saleem at bsaleem@jisna.net or
317-839-1840 x232.

MSA History Being
Documented

committee is documenting the history
Aof the Muslim Students Association of
the U.S. and Canada (MSA) from its
founding in 1963. All documents and oth-
er informative material, including pho-
tographs, will be collected
The MSA History Project welcomes
original documents or copies, issues of
MSA Newsletter and Islamic Horizons (1963-
1982), MSA convention materials, and pho-
tographs. The material can be loaned to
the Project or given as a gift to be pre-
served in the proposed archive.
Please send all materials to: MSA History
Project, PO Box 669, Hemdon, VA 20170.
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ISNA Corrects a Mistake

or the last several years, ISNA had held that Eid al-Adha is to be cele-
F brated according to the announcement of Hajj and not according to
local moonsighting, as is done for Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr.

ISNA President Dr. Muzammil H. Siddiqi says, however, many scholars dis-
agreed with this view, saying that according to the Sunnah, Eid al-Adha must
be on the 10th of Dhul Hijjah based on the sighting. Muslims in distant lands
such as Pakistan, India, Indonesia, Central Asia, etc., have always celebrated
Eid al-Adha according to their sighting. There is no report that Muslims wait-
ed for the Hajj announcement or made special efforts to find out the Day of
Hajj to make their own announcements.

Figh literature does not support the assertion that the Eid al-Adha deci-
sion should be based on Hajj. The Hadith of Prophet Muhammad (salla
Allahu alayhi wa Sallam) that “al-Hajj yauma yahujju al-nas” concerns those
who make Hajj. Of course those who go to Hajj must go to ‘Arafah according
to the decision of the authorities there, even if that is contrary to the astro-
nomical data or someone’s own moonsighting. People in far away lands do
not make Hajj in their locations, but they have to do the Eid prayer and offer
sacrifice. They cannot have Eid on 9th of Dhul Hijjah if the moon was not
sighted in their location and sighted in Arabia one day before. Nor can they
have Udhhiyaha one day earlier.

ISNA, a member of the Islamic Shura Council of North America, did not
find support for its position from other members. The ‘Ulama in Saudi Ara-
bia told ISNA that there was no special case for Eid al-Adha according to the
Shari‘ah, adding that if you celebrate Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr according to
your sighting, then also celebrate Eid al-Adha accordingly. However, if you
celebrate Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr with Saudi Arabia, you should celebrate
Eid al-Adha with the Hajjis. They advised us to be consistent.

There are only two positions recognized in Figh: fitthad al-Matali’ (the
crescent is sighted in one locality, then all localities should follow it) or Mkt
laf al-Matali’ (each locality should see its own moon and decide accordin gto
its sighting). The ‘Ulama’ told ISNA to adopt either litihad al-Matali’ or Tkhti-
laf al-Matali’ positions, because there is no basis for inconsistency in the
Shari‘ah, i.e. to have one standard for Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr and another
for Eid al-Adha.

In order to salve this issue, ISNA held a conference on November 18,
2000. in the light of the discussion with several scholars and scientists, ISNA
decided to change its position. This issue is a purely religious and Thadah
issue, and is based on the understanding of Figh.

Muslim Physicians to Meet in Iran

he Islamic Medical Association of North America (IMANA) will hold its 34th
Tannual canvention in Tehran, July 27-Aug. 7, 2001, in collaboration with the

Tehran University of Medical Sciences. Its theme is Givilization and Medicine:
An Islamic Perspective. Participants will also visit Shiraz, Isfahan, and Mashhad said
IMANA President Hamid A. Hai, M.D.

He added that Howard University is offering 20 hours of CME credits to partici-
pants, as the Howard University College of Medicine is accredited by the Accredita-
tion Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to sponsor continuing
medical education for physicians.

President Hai also informed participants that the executive committee decided
to move the conference up because participants from southern states pointed out
that their schools would reopen on Aug, 6.

IMANA President-elect Dr. Shahid Athar said that the organization’s past con-
ventions in Spain, Turkey, Malaysia, Jordan, and Egypt have been very successful
and rewarding experiences for physicians and their families,

Convention organizers are offering package tours to Tehran, Isfahan and Shiraz.

and Mashad, as well as an Umrah package (Aug. 7-13, 2001).
For information, contact IMANA headquarters 950 75th St., Downers Grove, IL
60516. E-mail: imana@aol.com. Tel: (630) 852-2122; Fax: (630) 435-1429,
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NationalNews

Minnesota to Guard
Halal Mark

he Minnesota House Committee on
TAgricutture has adopted a bill (H.F.

149) regulating the serving, selling,
and labeling of Halal food. The bill echoes
New Jersey’s bill (A1919) passed in July
2000, which protects Muslims from false
advertising in this matter.

H.F. 149, introduced on January 16,
2001, after Muslims in Minnesota
became concerned with such fraud, pro-
hibits the sale or serving of foods or food
products falsely represented as Halal, and
specifically defines the marking, labeling,
or other actions that would constitute
such fraud.

H.F. 149 has been referred to the

House Committee on Crime Prevention for

further ratification.

Odeh Muhaeesh launched the initiative

by leading a drive to lobby the state legis-
lators. AMC-Minnesota chapter president
Dr. Ghulam Haniff said: “The passing of

this bill is testament to the successes that

can arise through the dedication and
effort of our community. We lobbied our
representatives, and with their help and
the help of the rest of the community, we

hope to pass a bill that will protect us and

reflect our religious beliefs.”

AMC ANNUAL
CONVENTION ON
JUNE 21

he American Muslim Council (AMC) will
host its 10th annual national convention

in Washington, DC, from June 21-24.

Its theme will be: American Muslims in Pol-

itics: From Dream to Mainstream.
In keeping with AMC tradition, the
convention will kickoff with a “Muslim

Day on Capitol Hill,"” during which partici-

pants will lobby their representatives on

Muslim concerns. The day will begin with

issue briefings and then be devoted to
lobbying. A debriefing session and a din-
ner reception with House and Senate
members will be held that evening.

The convention also will include the
annual White House briefing, the ambas-
sador's forum, various panels (Muslims in
mainstream media, Muslims in the upcom-
ing administration, American Muslim
domestic issues and civil rights, U.S. for-
eign policy), a workshop on the power of

organizing, the role of Masjids, and a town-
hall meeting with AMC's board of directors.

For information, contact Neveen
Salem, 202-789-2262 x205; E-mail:
media@amconline.org.
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Ground breaking ceremony for Carrollton’s Islamic center

Growing in North Texas

rganized Islamic work in Car-

rollton, one of the 3 communi-

ties located in the crest of met-

ropolitan Dallas, dates to at

least 1990, when the Islamic
Association of Carrollton (IAC) was
incorporated.

Conveniently located near Dallas,
Carroliton is bounded by two inter-
state highways, the Dallas North Toll-
way, and the Dallas/Ft. Worth Inter-
national Airport, which provides easy
access to and from anywhere in the
southwest.

Today, Carrollton’s Muslim com-
munity is poised to build its Islamic
center on a 4.32-acre lot. When com-
plete, this structure will accommo-
date 600 men and 300 women in its
prayer hall.

The community, which is raising
its funds at home, held its fourth
annual fundraising dinner last winter.
The guest speaker was ISNA Secre-
tary General Dr. Sayyid M. Syeed. The
community paid for the land by hold-
ing a fundraising dinner, and is now
collecting the $800,000 needed for
the project’s first phase: a prayer hall,
a 150-car parking lot, 6 classrooms,
an office, and a room for preparing
deceased Muslims for burial.

IAC secretary general Azhar
Azeez, who also is vice president of
the Council of American Islamic
Relations (CAIR) Dallas-Ft. Worth
chapter, says that the community has
signed contracts for the future
mosque’s architectural design and
structural work. He adds that the last
four fundraising events have yielded

$900,000, $700,000 of which has been
collected. The rest, in the form of
pledges, will be collected by mid-
2001. IAC needs another $800,000 to
start construction.

Azeez adds: “Whatever money 1AC
had collected in the past was spent to
putchase the land and pay fees for
the engineering firm, and whatever
IAC is going to collect in future,
Insha Allah, will be spent on construc-
tion.”

The local community is thriving.
In addition to holding the five daily
prayers, over 300 people attend Fri-
day prayer. Hafiz Riyaz Hussain, the
Taraweh prayer leader, has served the
community for 10 years.

The IAC weekend school, which
meets every Saturday and Sunday, has
90 students.

Since the 1990s, IAC has held
study sessions for men, women, and
children every Friday between
Maghrib and ‘Isha. Other services
include family counseling, marriage
services, separate youth group for
boys and girls, community fftars dur-
ing Ramadan, refugee services, refer-
ral services, an Islamic library, month-
ly guest lectures, Da‘wah, and a
weekly radio program. The Masjid is
administered by a 9-member Majlis
al-Shura presided over by Arif Dur-
rani.

For information, visit the IAC
website at www.carrolltonmasjid.org.
You also can contact us at: IAC@IAC-
net.zzn.com; (972) 466-1191; or IAC,
PO Box 116406, Carrollton, TX
75011.
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NationalNews

Few Americans
Know Islam

nly 7 percent of Americans claim to
0 understand “very well” Islam’s basic

beliefs, while 17 percent claimed
that level of understanding of Judaism,
28 percent of evangelical Christianity,
and 43 percent of Catholicism, says a
national study funded by the Pew Chari-
table Trusts. The study, conducted from
Novw. 4 to 25, 2000, surveyed 1,507 Amer-
icans.

Public Agenda, the non-partisan
research group, conducted this study
after the recent presidential campaign
in which candidates repeatedly invoked
their faith and promised to pursue an
unprecedented level of government
cooperation with religious social service
agencies. It found that Americans
believe that religion can solve social ills,
but remain very suspicious of too much
religion in political life.

Jean Johnson, a Public Agenda vice
president, said: “What leaps out of this
study is the conviction that religion can
be so beneficial in so many areas of life,
and yet a conviction that it doesn’t have
to be my religion.”

Majorities said that if parents
request it, public schools should give
the same attention to Muslim and Jew-
ish holidays as to Christmas. Of those
surveyed, 53 percent preferred a
moment of silence in the classroom to a
prayer that refers to God or Jesus.

Education Highlighted

he Islamic Schools Council, com-

prising the 10 Islamic schoals in
the Washington, DC, area, made
creative use of the Eid ul Adha cele-
brations. Using the suburban center
where over 20,000 Muslims gathered
to pray and celebrate with an all-day
carnival, they mounted a comprehen-
sive exhibition on Islamic education.

Each participating school had a
display table to give out literature
about their programs and events. A
teacher-appreciation reception was
held for Muslim teachers, and local
public school educators and other
officials were invited.

These activities allowed the
schools to work together, show that
Islamic schools are vibrant places of
learning; and raise awareness of
Islamic education.

When asked what would happen if

i Americans were to become deeply reli-

gious. 87 percent of those surveyed said it
is likely volunteer and charity work would
increase, 85 percent said parents would
do a better job of raising their children,
79 percent said crime would decrease,

and 69 percent said greed and material-
i ism would decrease. Only 25 percent

agreed that family values and morality
could be improved without religion.
The full study can be found at

5 www.publicagenda.org. (Source: The

Boston Globe, Jan. 13, 2001).

| IH Printer in Ohio House

press that helped launch the new look of ISLAMIC HORI-

|

. ,‘N Tom Brinkman, Jr., a former marketing director of the
L 4

ZONS, is now a Republican member of the Ohio House

of Representatives. having secured a 66.75 percent victory

margin.

Brinkman, 41, cut his political tecth while a student at
George Washington University by working for former sen-
ator and presidential candidate Bob Dole (R-KS). Return-
ing to Cincinnati, he headed the Hamilton County Young
Republicans in 1980-81, and now chairs the Coalition Opposed to Additional

Spending and Taxes (COAST}.

A father of 6, the anti-tax and pro-life campaigner worked for Metroweb,
the family-owned printing company in Erlanger. KY, before seeking 1o repre-

sent the 37th Ohio house district.

ISNA Secretary General Dr. Sayyid M. Syecd, congratulating Rep.
Brinkman on his election, said that he is a dear friend who had worked close-
ly with ISNA to launch the new look of ISLAMIC HORIZONS, Dr. Syeed said that
the Muslims of Ohio have a friend in Rep. Brinkman,
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Al-Azhar to
Train Muslim
Americans

he Chicago Trthune reports thy,

a group of Chicago-area My

lims has established a parije.

ship with al-Azhar Universipy
the Muslim world's oldest and MesT
prominent educational msdtution,
to wain and educate the next Qenep:
ation of Muslim Americans.

The Chicago delegation met
with Sheik Muhammed Sayed Tanpa.
wi, head of al-Azhar, to establis);
cooperation bewween al-Azhar wnd
the Muslim community. This alsa
mvolves placing al-Azhar-trained
imams in American mosques and
sending U.S.-born Muslims to l"’.;,;:.-m
to study Islam and Arabic. The pro-
posed study-abroad programs are
geared toward non-Arabic speakess
and will provide U.S. college crediis,

Tantawi satd that he was
impressed by the efforts of Ameri-
can-based Mushims to hold on 1o
their faith, When told that Chicago-
arca Muslims often drive nearly an
howr through snow to attend prayers
at the nearest mosque, he replied:
“No one here would do that.”

Taha Elghawaby, a member of
the al-Azbar Foundation, said that it
might establish an al-Azhar-affiliated
religious institwtion in the Chicago
area, possibly in the now-defunct
American Islamic College building
on the city’s North Side.

The organization, founded in
1995 (o ftoster liaison between al-
Azhar and the American Muslim
community, purchased a 6-acre lot
in the northern Hlinois suburh of
Barrington in July 2000. It received
a “spc‘c‘izll use” designation from the
city council in early December 2000
(during Ramadan), and was able to
use the property for fftar parties and
Tarawih prayers,

USAF Seeks Imam

he U.S. Air Force needs an Imain

(Muslim chaplain). Applicants st be
U.S. citizens with an undergraduate of
graduate degree, be at least 40 yea:s old
by Oct. 1, 2001, pass the physical «xami-
nation, and obtain security clearance.

Lt. Col. USAF Howard Stendabh,
Chief, Chaplain Accessions, says th
Air Force is looking for candidates *
can integrate the roles of clergy and ¢
missioned officers, care for their ov
faith groups while providing for the i
exercise of religion for all persons,
understand the realities of military &

HILTON ALEXANDRIA MARK GENTER
ALEXANDRIA VIRGINIA
1-800-774-1500 *

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CAL2202-789-2262

The American Musiim Council
1212 New York Avenue, NW Suite 400 Washington DC 20005
Phone: 202-789-2262 Fax: 202-789-2550
Website: www.amconline.org email: amc@amconline.org

* AMGC has reserved a block'of Tooms at a special convention rate
Please call the hofel to reserve yaur room
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UAE Bans Tobacco
Advertising

The UAE has banned the advertising and
promotion of tobacco products.
Announced during January 2001, it
implements a 1980 decision by the coun-
cil of ministers.

The ban extends to all forms of adver-
tising in newspapers (domestic and for-
eign), television and radio, and promo-
tions or competitions endorsing smoking
or tobacco products.

“This ban is a good step in the right
direction by the government and will
hopefully be followed by other steps,”
said Khalil Sharif, director of preventive
medicine at the Ministry of Health. How-
ever, cigarette companies claim it will
harm the national economy and are call-
ing for “reasonable restrictions.”

Tobacco companies who sponsor
Sports events, especially motor racing, are
threatening to move prestigious events,
including a Formula One Grand Prix
event scheduled for 2002, to Lebanon,
Egypt, or other Arab countries.

Major Western tobacco companies are
represented in the Arab world, and the
UAE is expected to face immense pres-
sure to rescind the ban or at least provide
loopholes.

Young Jordanian
Smokers Rising

Recent studies indicate that underage
smoking continues to grow in Jordan. A
1999 national survey conducted by the
Jordanian Anti-Smoking Society indicated
that 21 percent of 7th-, 8th-, and 9th-
grade students smoke. According to an
international anti-smoking study
launched 2 years ago by the World Health
Organization and the Center for Disease
Control in Atlanta, GA, Jordanian youths
between the ages of 13-15 form a notable
segment of Jordan’s tobacco users. The
Global Youth Tobacco Survey, whose find-
ings on youth smokers involved 12 coun-
tries, revealed that Jordanian youth were
less willing to quit than other youths,

The Jordan Cancer Registry (JCR)
recorded 3,909 new cases of cancer in the
Jordan during 1998. A JCR report
released last year noted that although
cancer primarily affects older people,
nearly 9.2 percent of the total cases occur
in individuals below 20 years of age.

A January 2001, fordan Times study
found that young Jordanians have easy
access to tobacco products and to drink-
ing alcohol in public places. A journalist
told the newspaper that today’s youth
could be prevented from smoking not
simply by laws, but by shop-owners who
have a conscience for the health of Jor-
danian children,
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First Vietnamese
Qur’an Translation

he first complete translation of

the meaning of the Qur'an

into Vietnamese (Kinh Qur'an)

has been published in Hanoi,

Vietnam. The translation was
rendered by Hassan Abdul Karim
and published with the authorization
of the Vietnamese government.

While there have been other
translations, this is believed to be the
first time that a translation has
appeared with the corresponding
Arabic text. In the past, such transla-
tions have consisted mainly of the
short Surahs or one or two longer
ones, This edition also will help
counter the efforts of the Ahmadiyya
to spread their views among the
indigenous Cham Muslims. In 1995,
a Muslim visitor to a Cham Muslim
village reported seeing an
Ahmadiyya translation of the Qur’an
into Vietnamese,

Approximately 1,000 hardcover
copies of the Kinh Qur'an were pub-
lished. As of this writing, they already
have began reaching the Cham Mus-
lims, who only have to pay trans-
portation costs of roughly USS$1.
They have been received with great

Anti-intolerance Forum Condemns Islamophobia

n international conference on intolerance has condemned Islamophobia, equat-

ing it with violent racism and anti-Semitism. The Stockholm International

Forum: Combating Intolerance, held on Jan. 30, 2001, and attended by repre-

sentives from some 50 countries, condemned intolerance in all its aspects:
“Racism, racial discrimination, anti-Semitism, Islamophobia ... and all other forms of
intolerance violate basic human values and threaten democratic society.”

Islamophobia was first brought to the attention of a major global forum in 1994
when Jordan's then-Crown Prince Hassan urged the U.N. General Assembly to stem
anti-Muslim sentiment “and other manifestations of Islamophobia.”

Some populations in traditionally Christian Europe have grown restless amid a
growing influx of refugees and migrants, many of whom are Muslims. U.N. Secretary-
General Kofi Annan, who attended the Stockholm conference, reiterated his criticism of
ever-tighter asylum policies imposed by some EU members: “The impression is being
created that because of popular resentment towards immigrants, some governments
are taking approaches which are not in strict conformity with the 1951 Geneva Con-
vention (on the treatment of refugees) and with international law,” said Annan. “As We
move forward ... Europe is going to need more and more immigrants to sustain its OWN
economic development and | think it is right that we have the right approaches and the
right policy and the right understanding of the role immigrants play in society.”

The Stockholm declaration said all young people should be instilled with respect
and appreciation for diversity and the conviction that intolerance is an evil that must
be fought. It also expressed concern over the use of the Internet to promote intoler-
ance, and called for a voluntary code of conduct against intolerance on the Web.

happiness, for now the people can
read, and understand what they
recite during their prayers,

The present edition of 1,000
copies may seem trivial, but it is a
huge step forward for an impover-
ished Muslim minority living under
a communist regime that equates
Islam with terrorism. It is hoped that
this translation will help transform
Hanoi’s negative image of Islam.

Several other Islamic books also
have been printed with official per-
mission. Hopefully this trend will
continue, for many Cham Muslims
know very little about their faith.
When the small Cham student com-
munity at the Islamic University of
Madinah returns to Vietnam, it will
further uplift this oft-forgotten
branch of the Muslim world.
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WorldNews

Morocco Wilts Under Stern Rule

Mohammed VI remain empty
promises, and the press is
muzzled. Morocco remains a back-
ward fendal kingdom governed by

a corrupt elite.

The young king has avoided
finger pointing while admitting that
many injustices were committed
during the 38-year reign of his
father, the late King Hassan II (d.
1999). Tahar Ben Jelloun, a
Moroccan writer living in France,
reports that prison inmates—most
of them soldiers who had joined
attempted coups against the
king—had been kept in caves
without light for 18 years.

Morocco’s kings, who have
perpeirated the myth of being
Allah’s “representative” on Earth
and descendants of Prophet
Muhammad, rule through the
bureaucracy (makhbzen) and mili-
tary (meballa).

Islamist leader Sheikh Yassine
says that the royal fortune, estimat-
ed at $40 billion, should be used
to pay off Morocco’s $17 billion
foreign debt.

Morocco, which gained inde-
pendence from France in 1956,

'I‘hn reforms promised by King

has an average economic growth
rate of 2.1 percent—considered
stagnant for a developing country.
Half the population is illiterate
(among women, 70 percent).

i According to human-rights organi-

zations, 65 percent of its 30 mil-

lion people live below the poverty
i level while only 5 percent are in

the middle class. According to
2000 figures published outside
Morocco, two-thirds of the popula-
tion lacks access to piped drinking
water and 87 percent have no elec-
tricity. By contrast, there are
350,000 cellular-phone accounts
and 200,000 middle-class Moroc-
cans with personal computers.

The kingdom’s recent public
relations effort turned into another
embarrassment when the annual

congress of the International Fed-

eration of Human Rights (FIDH, its
initials in French) held its January
2001 conference at Casablanca on
Morocco’s Atlantic coast. This was
the first such meeting in an Arab
country. Since then, discussion of
Morocco’s problems and disap-
pointment with the monarch ini-
tially hailed as “the king of
reforms” have intensified.

Guyana Gets First Islamic School

start functioning from the new academic year. The

NEW & EASY

&

Now Availabe

New IDs for Pakistanis

akistanis started receiving new compuiterized Nation.
Pa] identity cards during January 2001. The cards pree

pared by the National Database and Registratio,
Authority (NADRA) replace existing manually Prepared
cards (invalid as of December 2001), when th lem
will be switched to a computerized citizens datz ase.

The new green ID cards, with the image of the
national flag on both sides, carry personal data, new and
old ID card numbers, family registration number, per-
manent and present addresses, mark of identifi cation,
signature, thumb impression, photograph, date of issye
and expiry, and signature of the issuing authority. The
cards must be renewed every 10 years to ensure a perpet-
ual updating of records, inclusion of facial changes, ang
eliminate the need for day-to-day verification.

The computerized cards are based on the national
data forms filed during the 1998 national census. Of the
65 million forms, 30 million were found valid for
issuance of NIC cards, said NADRA director Major-Gen-
eral Zahid Thsan.

NADRA is also collaborating in the changeover to
machine-readable computerized passports.

Uzbekistan Restores Qira Competition ' . o
N NTHS
A Qur'an recital competition was held in the Uzbek capital, Tashkent, during ‘ AFTER 6".MONTHS ARIRS
January 2001—the first for over 8 years. It was also national in scope— c

another first.

There were two categories: one for those who recite passages from the
Qur'an by heart, and another for the quality of recitation.

The competition was held in Tashkent's largest mosque and judged by a
panel including the country's Mufti and the Imam of the mosque. The prizes
distributed by the organizing body Muftiat included a Hajj trip.

Uzbekistan, Central Asia's most populous Muslim state, calls itself a secu-
lar state and has a leadership that is wary of the mosque’s power and any hint
of Istamic expression. Islam went underground during the Soviet years, but
bagan to revive after perestroika and even more so after independence (1991).
Yet, for the authorities, the crucial point is what form Islam takes. Since inde=
pendence, hundreds of unofficial mosques have been closed and many have
been tried for suspicion of belonging to Islamic groups.

HAIRBACK® 2000 ¢
hair follicles and'supporting healthy
hair growth.

In clinical tests, HAIRBACK® 2000 2%
SPRAY demonstrated tremendous suc-

cess in treating all types of hair loss

and baldness, including family inherited
baldness. Users have reported that thin and
unnoticeable hair became thick and apparent within a
short period of consistent application and that new

if you’ﬁéexperiencing thinning
hair, hair loss, dandruff or itchy
scalp, then its time to try
HAIRBACK® 2000 SPRAY

Mo one likesito think that they may be losing their

hair, but'the'simple truth is that hereditary hair loss
15 a commomaspect of adult life.

G uyana'’s first Islamic school, Ibn Sinah Academy, will

country's first Muslim-owned and operated all-age
school, sponsored by the Guyana Islamic Trust (GIT), will
enroll children in pre-school, primary, and secondary levels.

The 3-story school, which cost G$51.4 million (US$
285,000), incorporates elements of Islamic architecture and
features 16 classrooms as well as a gymnasium, auditorium,
prayer and ablution area, kitchen, library, cafeteria, staff
room, supervisor’'s apartment, storeroom, and administrative
offices. Construction will be completed in June 2001.

GIT president and project chief executive officer Haseeb
Yusuf said that the school will be managed by the Council
for Islamic Academic Education (CIAE).

The school, named after Ibn Sina, the renowned Islamic
scholar in medicine and education, will initially enroll about
250 children. It eventually will accommodate 400 students.

The curriculum will be based on the national curriculum,
and students will sit for all national and regional examina-
tions. In addition to traditional academic subjects, students
will be offered such courses as Arabic, Islamic studies, and
religious education. Fazeel Ferouz, president of the Central
Islamic Organization of Guyana (CIOG), has appealed to all

Muslims to support the project.
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Arabs Seeks Cricket

[n fact, over 40 million men and 20 million women in
the US alone have experienced hair loss or thinning
hair to some degree. But by using HAIRBACK® 2000
SPRAY twicea day, you will stop hair loss and regrow

thin tiny hair appeared on hairless areas within 6 to
8 weeks particularly in areas close to existing hair.

HAIRBACK® 2000 SPRAY is also effective in treating

Yemen is yet another Arab country to
express interest in upgrading the status of
cricket. The Yemen Cricket Council (YCC) may
seek affiliate membership of the International
Cricket Council (ICC).
Yemen, a nation of 17.6 million people, has i3
8 cricket clubs and 3 cricket grounds in San'a - .
and Aden. The ICC would strive to create local interest and awareness by provid=
ing training facilities, cricket equipment, and funds. |
Former Indian Test players, brothers Mohinder and Surinder Amaranth, aré
training Moroccans, and an Indian groundsman is helping to develop the groufi®
in Maracco. There is a possibility of hosting a triangular competition in Tangiers:
Morocco, later this year with junior teams from Pakistan, India, and Sri Larlka-d
Abdul Rehman Bukhatir, a Sharjah-based businessman, has already mate
cricket a permanent Gulf fixture with his Cricketers Benefit Fund Series (GBFS_.'.j1
Under its regional development program, the ICC assigned a coach fo tfie 0m@ !
Cricket Board (OCB) to help bring 50 young cricketers at a camp training i MUS°
cat—mostly teenagers contending for a place in the under-17 or the undel'jts
squads. Oman took part in the Under-17 Asia Cup in Dhaka, Bangladesh, and |
Under-13 team played in Kuwait.

vour own hair back. dandruff and itchy scalp.

HAIR BACK® 2000 is more
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HAIRBACK® 2000 SPRAY, the fruit of several years of
“ggressive research, was formulated from natural
omponents of virgin bee products that were found to
potentiate the tissue healing process. As a result,
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THE FAMILY IS THE BEDROCK OF MUSLIM LIFE, WHERE THE RIGHTS OF
THE SPOUSES ARISE FROM THEIR OBLIGATIONS TO EACH OTHER. THE QURAN
ADMONISHES COUPLES TO LIVE IN HARMONY AND KINDNESS, AND SUCH CONDUCT MUST
CONTINUE EVEN IF THEY REACH THE ABYSS OF DIVORCE. )
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_an elderly person is assault-
4 stranger but by someone
or other sib-

, or
r;_n pouse, parents,

stic violence is defined as a pat-

- pehavior between two people,
Are—o0 .or were—in an intimate rela-
{-).-wiﬂ:l the intent to control and
ﬁixlte:through emotional, psycho-
Y p]j'y‘sical, and sexual mistreat-
motional abuse includes cursing
"" ming; as well as degradation by
y criticizing a spouse’s

) ghts,' feelings, and opinions. Psy-
plogical abuse could be threatening
fily harm, removing children, and
the spouse or oneself. The per-
+also controls finances, food and

: dication, and restricts socialization

with family members. Physical
occurs when the perpetrator
someone. Forcing unwanted sex-
tyisalso a form of sexual abuse.
ording to reports, 4 million
can women are assaulted each
Assault is now a leading cause of
to women aged 15-44, more com-

mon than accidents and cancer.

mestic violence affects all ethnic,

socioeconomic, and age

ps. including Muslims, despite

i€ teachings of compassion, justice,
idness.

Prominent women often suffer

tly to avoid embarrassment. No fig-
‘are available for the affluent,
i Fhey can find and afford private
lans, counselors, attorneys, and
drrangements. Instead, figures
L those with limited financial
‘€Es or supportive kin, because
e the ones who turn to public
for help.
.r:ding- to UNICEF, up to half of
" World's women have suffered vio-
€efrom an intimate partner. In coun-
like Bangladesh, Cambodia, Egypt,
Mexico, Pakistan, and Zimbabwe,
Consider wife-beating justified.
.a.‘sm'_ﬂf! WOII}‘en agree that it is a hus-
1ight to “correct” an erring wife.

_ 9PL up to 81 percent of rural

amilial disharmony leading to battered bodies and lives is

symptomatic of deep psychological and social disorders in

society. Such aberrations turn a home, which should be a

safe place displaying equality and partnership among spous-

es and a loving and nurturing environment for children, into

a horror. In this “abode of love,” a wife is battered, a child is

ISLAM PROHIBITED
AND SEVERELY CURTAILED
THE APPALLING
ANTI-FEMALE VIOLENCE
SANCTIONED BY
PRE-ISLAMIC
ARAB SOCIETY.

women believe that wife-beating is justi-
fied under certain circumstances.

In surveys worldwide, 20-70 percent
of abused women said they had never
spoken about their suffering before the
interview. In communities where ser-
vices are unavailable, people usually
remain silent about such a problem.

Although it is difficult to offer accu-
rate figures, the actual numbers of
abused women is usually much higher
than those reported.

An Islamic Perspective. Although no
published data is available, some esti-
mate that about 10 percent of Muslim
women in Europe and America experi-
ence domestic violence by suffering
emotional, psychological, and physical
hurt at the hands of their husbands. In
the U.S., such social service organiza-
tions as the Muslim Community Center
for Human Services (Dallas) and the
Hamdard Center (Chicago) are just
beginning to offer services to the com-
munity.

The Qur'an and Hadith clearly delin-
eate spousal relations, stressing mutual
love, respect, and kindness. Allah (Sub-
hanahu wa Ta'ala) says: “O believers,
treat women with kindness even il you
dislike them; it is quite possible that you
dislike something which Allah might
yet make a source of abundant good”
(Qur'an 4:19).

Islam prohibited and severely cur-
tailed the appalling anti-female violence

sanctioned by pre-Islamic Arab society.
The Qur'an says: “And of FHis signs is
that He created for you mates from
among yourselves and that you may find
comfortwith them. He planted love and
kindness in your hearts, There are signs
in this for those who think" (30:21).
Allah repeatedly admonishes people to
show love and kindness, and warns men
not to harm their wives even after
divorce: “When you divorce women and
they reach the end of their waiting peri-
od (Tddat), either allow them to stay
with honor or let them go with kindness.
You should not retain them to harm
them or take undue advantage. If any-
one does that, he wrongs his own soul.
Do not take Allah’s revelations as a joke.
Remember the favors of Allah upon you
and the fact that He sent down the book
and wisdom for your guidance, Fear
Allah and know that Allah knows every-
thing” (2:231).

Allah even forbids people to call oth-
ers by humiliating names. Prophet
Muhammad (salla Allahv ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam), upon being told that some men
were beating their wives, said: "Certain-
ly those are not the best among you”
(Abu Dawood). In one instance, he said:
“Let no Muslim man consider a Muslim
woman his enemy. If you do not like one
of her ways, you will like another” (Mus-
lim). ‘A’isha (‘alayhi rahma) narrated
that the Prophet never hit a woman or
a servant. He only raised his hand for
Jihad in Allah’s way (Muslim).

Why Women Keep Silent. Often the
fear of retaliation, shame, and humilia-
tion prevents women from seeking help.
Some blame themselves, saying they
deserve it. Some assume that the injuries
are not serious and accept violence as
normal. The lack of a support system and
the fear of family breakup also prevent-
many from reporting abuse and seeking
help, as does the environment of fear
created by the abuser, which prevents the
victim from communicating openly.
Another deterrent is the lack of com-
munity concern, for domestic violence
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usually is considered a private family
matter.

Even physicians, lacking training and
awareness, fail to recognize domestic
violence. Thus, they attend to the phys-
ical injury without seeing the obvious
abuse. Many also consider it outside
their area of expertise and either do not
want to get involved or are unaware of
available sources for referral. Another
area of concern is the medico-legal
aspect. Many physicians are unaware
that several states require that such
abuse be reported, and those concerned
about legal aspects are reluctant to tes-
tify in courts.

It is often said that the abused spouse
can end the violence by divorcing the
abuser. However, a woman’s depen-
dence and lack of support are major fac-
tors preventing this option. Even preg-
nancy offers no protection.

Many people assume that the victim
can learn to stop doing whatever pro-
vokes the violence. But this violence usu-
ally occurs from a minor provocation
and, being unpredictable, cannot be
stopped once set in motion.

Domestic violence differs from the
routine arguments and expressions of
anger experienced in most marriages.
And as long as men use these tactics
against women and women continue to
believe that this is normal marital behav-
ior, since she saw it in her own family
while growing up, it will continue. To
further confuse the picture, the abuser
often presents a good front—a mode]
person (in public), a stable work record,
and a good provider.

Domestic violence is a crime, and if
religious leaders, healthcare profession-
als, and the community are not aware
and involved, women will remain its vic-
tims. M

M. Basheer Ahmed, MD, a Ft. Worth, TX psychiatrist, is a retired pro-
fessor of psychiatry at Southwestern Medical School, and a former
president of the Islamic Medical Association of North America. A board
member of the Islamic Social Service Association, he is also founder
and chair of the Muslim Community Center for Human Services, a
medical and social service organization helping Muslims residing in
the Dallas/Ft. Worth area. Condensed from his paper presented at
ISNA's first Annual Conference on Domestic Violence, October 2000,

——
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Interceding with Fai

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS AND RELIGIOUS LEADERS SHOULD RECOGNIZE ISSUES
OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND STRIVE TO SOLVE THEM. BY RUKHSANA A7vyB

ost Muslim families tend to

be intact, financially stable,

and successful. However,

an increasing incidence of

domestic conflict and vio-

lence has become notice-
able. Such developments should concern
religious institutions and motivate them
to protect women and bring peace into
their lives.

Historically, the masjid was a place of
worship and a community center for
resolving life’s issues. During Prophet
Muhammad’s (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) lifetime, people met there and, after
the prayers, tackled social, cultural, polit-
ical, and personal problems.

The community has built masjids
across America—New York alone has 158
Islamic centers. However, their programs
are limited to religious education and prac-
tices and so overlook social and relation-
ship problems. Thus, most masjids have
been slow to respond to such needs.

‘Why do Muslims, especially immigrants,
seek answers in the masjid? People per-
ceive themselves in reference to a psy-
chological space, existing within a frame
of reference. One such frame is the neigh-
borhood masjid, which helps define a per-
son and his or her identity.

In most Muslim cultures, extended
families are the norm and function as the
superego, judging and evaluating, setting
rules and norms of behavior. Conflicts are
resolved within the family. When Muslims
and their nuclear families in America have
problems, they want an extended family

unit to help them and so look to the masjid.
Reverts do likewise, because it is the logi-
cal place to seek assistance, even if they
retain ties with their non-Muslim family.

In their own countries, immigrantwomen
might not have been active in their masjids,
But in America, whether due to social isola-
ton or the need to bring their children for
religious education, more women are com-
ing to masjids. Such participation increases
their awareness of the lack of—and their
desire for—relevant services, particularly in
the area of domestic violence.

Most imams, although well versed in
religion and Fiqgh, lack the skills to help
victims of domestic violence. Sometimes
a woman seeking refuge from a violent
husband has been coaxed into returning
to a clearly dangerous situation. At other

times, religious institutions have ostra--

cized Muslim women who used main-
stream programs, such as shelters for bat:
tered women, support groups, and legal
and social services.

Women depend on their families and
religion for support. There is no greater
comfort for a victimized woman than
knowing that her religious organization
supports her. Thus, the oppression in her
life only increases when religious leadets,
family, and friends fail her.

How can these institutions help women?
The first step is acceptance. As most Mus-

lims tend to deny that domestic violence 5

a problem, the community, religious IEﬁC}‘
ers, and mental health professimmls need
to pool their resources (o increase aware
ness. ISNA has taken the lead by holding &
conference on domestic harmouny: This
event has helped networking among work-
ers in this field.

Working Together. In 1992, the [slami€
Center at Westbury, Long Island (NY?'
established the Committee on Domeste
Harmony (CDH) to provide help based oft
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. 1 lcgal issues
el social, anc
ologicd s a hotline and offers

Today it U
‘.rad:’l?ces. support groups. fmd
] :;; ﬁelﬁ {s confiden tial and free.

S staff of about 10 volunteer advo-
I-us dne pal‘l—m"c hired worker,
Bion Elerage 5 to 10 cases every
‘fhése range from women seckmg
h'c.lp due to abandonmentto ca:.—

e physic::-tl violenc‘e. CIZDH 51_11\;(]}&

5 women find safety, dignity, and self-

1

: cdid this community decide to
y {ic abuse when many others
iz Long Island is @ mainly educat-
rofessional suburban area. Faced
' case of domestic violence, a group
nen met in the Masj id's basement to
what could be done. CDH evolved
-Fsuch compassion and concern. .
or some this work made sense, fo‘r
Uhey saw it as 2 continuation of the reli-
¥ duty to help those in necd.Buunam-
m that such an “elite” community
1d have such a problem, while others
only as a woman’s problem and not
a matter of common concern.
" @DH’s work continues because of the
solid moral and financial support given
wthe Center’s executive committee.
Change occurs slowly. CDH monitors
the community’s status with regular sur-
I veys. In the first survey (1994), only 4 per-
cent of respondents reported physical
abuse by a family member. The second sur-
ey (1997) showed a dramatic increase—
‘percent reported physical abuse. This
nd survey is a more accurate. The
ange in numbers is a result of the
| ) g'EOng awareness and education impart-
led by CDH.
- During the same period, the number

omes

97). This indicates that behavioral
ige is slower in coming, and points to

_l‘lééd 10 help people overcome resis-
MMIEE Lo secking help.

" .lf.'lfOrmaLi()n on resources and sup-
[RROIVE services should be easily accessi-
=10 women. Religious rules and regu-

915 on marriage, divorce, separation,

%"’d -c:‘-’fsl_ﬂd}' need to be clarified. Women
PO se these resources must be sup-
i F@d-aud encouraged, and religious
il I~ bi'i:(’mmllﬂit}' leaders need to express
| i cly that Islam opposes violence
g wonenw
Rt gy

@ New York-based psychotherapist, works for the
omestic violinca among Muslims i
Permissian; The Role of The Religious Institution in

|
’I : R
irue s omestio Vinlgnce, First Annual | :
|_| [ 2000, Octabey g, EGC:F]. B e

Solving Problems

B Muslim women in North America have problems when it comes to marriage and
divorce. Muslim couples are married by an Imam, who performs the Nikah. The
couple also has a civil marriage by registering their marriage. Like the marriage,
divorce also happens at two different levels—religious (Talag) and civil (court-
administered).

Sometimes, husbands divorce their wives in civil court and then deny them a
religious divorce. This allows him to remarry, but prevents her from doing so.
Women in this situation also face problems when they return to their home coun-
tries, where they are still considered married.

In several cases, CDH has intervened and helped the courts understand the
woman’s predicament. As a result, New York judges can require a religious divorce
before granting a civil divorce. If the religious and civil divorce do not happen at
the same time, most women find it very hard to be divorced religiously by an unwill-
ing and uncooperative ex-husband who can—and usually does—deny it. Muslim
Americans need to establish a system in which a civil divorce ends the marriage

legally and religiously.

B Islam allows men to empower their wives at the time of Nikah to seek divorce,
even without their consent. CDH has received cases where women possessing this
provision sought a religious divorce, and had to go from one Islamic center to anoth-
er because no one seemed to know how to deal with it. Most of them ended up
returning to their home countries to obtain a religious divorce. Muslim Americans

need to set up a system to help such women deal with this issue where they lives.

B Mahr (dowry) is another area of conflict. In New York, the court helps women
obtain their Mahr when they divorce, as well as child support and alimony. Howev-
er, many Muslims assume that they can end a marriage by paying the Mahr or its

remaining amount, and are exempt from child support and alimony.

B Islam allows a Muslim man to marry 4 women, but this right can be used only in
very limited circumstances and within strict guidelines. The husband must provide
equal financial support for each wife, and share his time equally with them regard-
less of interest. The Qur'an stresses the difficulty of such an undertaking, and thus
recommends monogamy.

Many immigrants and reverts abuse this right by having a first wife, to whom they
are married in civil courts and by Islamic law, and other wives to whom they are mar-
ried by Nikah only. This creates jealousy, rivalry, neglect, and financial distress for
the women while they are married. These problems are magnified when the mar-
riage ends and the women seek a fair legal settlement, since such marriages are nei-
ther legal nor registered.

Some Islamic centers, such as the Islamic Center of Long Island, are trying to
correct this problem by denying a religious marriage unless proof of a civil marriage
is presented first. Such efforts must be supported by all Islamic centers.

B Most Islamic centers perform the Nikah but do not keep records or have an orga-
nized filing system to help women locate their Nikah document. This gives the
women more problems and further empowers their ex-husbands, who might be

withholding the Nikah papers.
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Assertiveness Training Helps

A FIRM ATTITUDE TOWARD INDULGENT FAMILY MEMBERS CAN N
FACT BE HELPFUL FOR THEM. BY RUGAIVYAH WARIS MAQSOOD

hen Allah (Subhanahu wa

- Ta'ala) created men and

women and encouraged

them to live together in

families, the arrangement

was intended to bring us

peace and happiness, comfort and securi-

ty, joy and fulfillment, progress and inte-

gration. Islam promotes inner peace and

serenity through faith, both in the sense of

Iman (faith) and Amal (practice), social

cohesion through a sense of kinship with

all Muslims, and a reduction of tension and
conflict.

Muslims are expected to do their best
to practice certain virtues: patience, for-
bearance, tolerance, charity, compassion,
truthfulness, generosity, courage, and so
on. Muslims who deliberately negate such
values are behaving in a non-Islamic man-
ner, no matter how many times they pray,
fast, or make Hayjj.

Many people assume that they cannot
control their actions (which is genetically
true to a certain extent), and that the hard-
est part of practicing Islam lies in keeping
its five pillars. But this is not the case.
Although these pillars are stringent disci-
plines. surely the Islam that is vital, which
will have a great effect on how we are
judged in the Hereafter (Akhirah), is how
we grapple with our character weaknesses.

Some Qur'anic verses and Hadiths say
that Allah will not change us until we
change ourselves, and that [slam must
reach our hearts and not just stop at our
necks. One recorded by ‘A'isha (radi
Allahu ‘anha) states that fasting all night
and praying all day will gain us nothing
more than a hungry stomach and a sleep-
less night if ¢ur hearts are not right.

To achieve a state of peace and salam
with people, especially with family mem-
bers, sometimes we may have to speak out
against tyranny, refuse to do an un-Islam-
ic thing that is being required of us. or
reject acting in an un-Islamic manner. For
example, we should not cooperate in dis-
honesty, malice, cruelty, backbiting, or

TO ACHIEVE A STATE OF
PEACE AND SALAM WITH
PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY
WITH FAMILY MEMBERS,
SOMETIMES WE MAY
HAVE TO SPEAK OUT
AGAINST TYRANNY.

neglecting those in our charge.

Sometimes we should consider the
well-known Hadith: “If you see evil, try to
stop it by your hands; if you cannot, then
at least speak against it; and if you cannot,
then at the very least do not accept it in
your heart. But that is the weakest posi-
tion for a person of faith” (Muslim, 70).
This is frequently so difficult to act upon,
but our families are the arenas in which
we face many challenges and in which we
can practice varjous techniques.

Suppose the mother has become a
“doting servant.” She may feel greatjoy and
love in having so many opportunities for
exhaustion and selfssacrifice, but chances
are it will be otherwise, that her joy will lose
its shine. She may realize she is suffering,
but in the long run those she waits upon
like a slave also will suffer by losing their
independence and becoming lazy, arro-
gant, insolent, and unskilled. If a boy fol-
lows this path, his mother has done his
future wife no favor.

Suppose the father is lazy, abusive,
harsh-tongued, inconsiderate, and treats
his wife in such a way that others would
shudder if they knew about it. Sometimes
afather remembers his Islamic duty toward
his mother but neglects his manners
toward his wife. Some men do this quite
innocently, simply regarding their spouses
as extensions of their own selves and for-
getting that they are Muslims in their own

right! Moreover, a churlish hushang se
terrible example for his son—hay can
son be expected to honor his motheryy
he sees his father treat her with contemps

‘Alisha recorded a Hadith that'ﬂa
Prophet’s (sallah Allahu ‘alayhi wa s
private life was the Qur'an. He never g
to impress his rich and influeniial frienc
and certainly was not a miserable, domi
neering, or collapsed couch potato i
home. Allah has no difﬁcnln_f see
through walls and observing our mosting
mate behavior. Moreover, cur an
always record whatever we do.

A Muslim father is supposed to be
household’s Imam, the Qawwe
giver and provider). He is read:
its hardships and joys. Like a g« r
or emplover, he never forces others to dol
what is beyond them or what he would not
do himself, and pays his workers (or in this
case, usually her) before their sweat dries;;
Such a man is a diamond, and how fortu=-
nate are women who find them.

But what can be done if the family hast
become an unhappy place? Asgertivenesst
training can help. |

Inconsiderate behavior is a huge|
umbrella title covering everything from:
irritating personal habits to the way peo=
ple speak to or deal with you, to suchif
things as family members refusing to fol
low general household rules. Vi 1tcv€11'-'_I
example we choose, the princip‘ies can ﬁl}
many situations. ).

Suppose a son/husband/anyone con=.
tinuously does something that rﬁﬂu}_""
makes you unhappy, such as 2 i<
bringing home a tribe of noisy
friends and expecting you to clean eveNiE
thing up. !

Stage 1: State the problem clearly ?‘?‘dl
specifically, making sure they understaie
what the problem actually is: “Dear sol_'!s
noticed on Thursday that you had Y"“‘-'..
friends in the basement again. When thef8
left, you walked off with them and left me -|
all their trash to pick up. This has hap=
pened at least 6 times this month.
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Stage 2: Make it clear how their
actions affect you. Express it in terms of
“I,” not “You,” so that they cannot argue
with it: “T had to stay out of the way. I felt
like an intruder in my own house, partic-
ularly when they played all night and kept
us awake. I felt angry because you had not
told me they were coming—let alone
asked me—and justassumed [ would move
out of your way and clean up after them.”

Stage 3: State clearly what you want:
“In the future, please let me know in
advance, at least with a phone call, and
check with me if it is convenient for you
all to use our family space. I do not mind
sitting in my room on odd occasions, so
long as I know about it or you ask nicely.
If not, I would like you to entertain in your
room, please, and in any case clean up
after your friends.”

Stage 4: State what you hope the
results of this cooperation will be. You
trust them to understand your very rea-
sonable point of view, and to respond
responsibly and make the right decisions.

Stage S: If they do not take you seri-
ously and just ignore you, do not let the
matter drop. Persevere and stand your
ground. Do not get angry or upset, but be
firm. Remember that this is a game to
many spouses and teenagers. They expect
to win, but usually accept defeat with good
grace eventually so long as they see you are
right.

Stage 6: If you still fail, take direct
action. For example, sit in your teenager’s
room, open their “secrets” drawer, or fiddle
about with some of the things they cherish,
and leave some of your own mess there.
That would most likely make the point. If
they play loud music, go ahead and play
some of your own music very loudly at the
same time. Whatever. Just make the point.

The real point is not to wade in to the
attack (which you will almost certainly
lose) with cries of “You ALWAYS do...” or
“You NEVER do...” Switch it around to:
“Whenever you do this, I feel that...” They
cannot tell you that you do NOT feel that
way. Then, if they know they are upsetting
you and continue to do so, the burden of
guilt falls upon them. They are responsible
for the results of making you so unhappy.

A well-known Christian prayer reads:
“O our dear Lord, please give me the pow-
er to change what I can change, to accept
patiently that which I cannot change, and
the grace to know the difference. Amen.”
Allah says He will not attempt to change
things for us until we try to change our-
selves. ®

Rugaiyyah Waris Magsood is the author of the Muslim Marriage
Guide. British public and Istamic schools use several of her textbooks
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Marraige to a ‘Pa

r

PARENTS SHOULD NOT REJECT A PROPOSAL WITHOUT GOOD REASON—AND BEING-

A REVERT WITH A PAST IS NOT AN ACCEPTABLE ONE. BY RUQAIYYAR WARIS MAQSO0D

hould a Muslim marry or
even consider marriage to a
revert to Islam, since he or
she would have a past that
included premarital sex?
Should a married revert
divorce a spouse that does not revert?
Many parents become upset if their
children wish to marry outside their cul-
ture, although Islam allows and even
encourages this, as long as both parties
are Muslim. For example, parents worry
about differences in schools of thought,
nationalities, and non-extended family
members. Since Muslims tend to gravi-
tate toward others of a similar type, one
would image that a marriage between,
say, 2 Sufi and a Salafi stands little chance
of success.

Bbout a Past. When he married, the
Prophet (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
did not seek young virgins, women with
no previous sexual experience, or mem-
bers of his family. Since neither he nor
Khadijah were Muslims at they married,
the question of being Muslim did not
arise. His first choice was a twice-married
40-year-old lady with at least 4 children.
Marrying when he was 25, he remained
monogamous until her death 25 years lat-
er. He never considered taking another
wife, although all his friends, uncles, and
peers were polygamous.

After Khadijah’s death, when he was
50, he took at least 12 more wives. Only
2 were virgins: ‘A’isha and Maryam (a
Coptic Christian from Egypt).

Only his sixth and seventh wives
(Umm Salamah and Zaynab, respective-
ly) were his direct cousins whom he had
known since their childhood. Umm

Salamah was a widow with 3 children and
a fourth born almost immediately

their marriage, and Zaynab came as g
divorcee after a failed marriage to his
adopted son Zayd. I

Upon Becoming Muslim. Should a pq
son, upon accepting Islam, divorce his or
her non-Muslim spouse? Many famous

ly male Companions adopted Islam

after their wives. For example, "Umat’s
wife Zaynab was the sister of ‘Uthman:
bin Maz’un. Both of them were Muslims.
Hamzah’s wife was Salmah, and ‘Abbas |

wife was Lubabah (Umm Fadl), daughters |

of Hind bint Awf by different husbands. In|
‘Abbas’ case, Umm Fadl claimed to be t.he:‘,l
second woman to revert to Islam, the sa.me':l
day as her close friend Khadijah. Official
ly, ‘Abbas accepted Islam just before the falll
of Makkah 20 years later}

The Prophet did not ask them tof
divorce their non-Muslim husbands. Ins
fact, they gradually entered [slam :
being convinced of its truth. lucidﬁnn-ﬂ;-:
ly, not only wives brought their husbands:
into Islam: Fatimah brought her brothet
‘Umar, Umm Habibah brought her f_ath‘?"_'jl'
Abu Sufyan, and the Prophet’s daughter
Zaynab brought Abu al-'As. There are.
many similar cases. =

At the Treaty of Hudaybiyyab, Um#}-_
Kulthum, daughter of the Pro phet's ene=
my *Ugbah bin Abu Mu'ayt, sought asy-|
Jum with the Muslims when she 1€aress
that a revelation had said that Wom:;!i‘
seeking the Prophet did not Jike m .i:-'.
escapees, have to be returned O lh; .
families and men. Their marriages €2
simply be voided.

{)nyQur';-m 60:7-12, verse 10 i Ci.ted_ o
the issue of divorcing rlOn'b'shevu’l_g
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wHEN T

v

E PROPHET ABANDONED MAKKAH FOR MADINAH, HIS DAUGHTER ZAYNAB
cOULD NOT BEAR TO LEAVE HER NON-MUSLIM HUSBAND ABU AL-'AS,
nOT REQUIRED TO DO SO UNTIL YEARS LATER UNDER OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES.

ascertain that they are
‘Iifoyszt send them back to the
They are not lawful for the
15, NOT ar¢ the (unbelievers) law-

el or them.
Mﬁg s‘ghfe rest of the section dis-
t'his.subjCCt with great tactand gen-
and rather alters the perspective.
tates: “It may well be that Allah
i love between you anc} those
) ;ou (now) hold as enemies, for
Jhas power over all things, and is th—
ving, Most Merciful. Allah forbids
d(;th regard to those th do not
Al y) fight you for (your faith) nor
ou out of your homes, from deal-
andly and justly with them; for Allah
ose who are just. Allah only for-
ds you with regard to those who fight
“you for (your) faith, and drive you
it of your homes, and support (others)
ing you out, from turning to them
pr friendship and love). 1t is such as
1 to these (in these circumstances)

aching given to Khalid bin Walid (the
y general who had slaughtered

y Muslims before his reversion),
n entering Islam one’s entire past

at day becomes Day One of the rest of

ur life. So there is no baggage of “the
for a revert. This is not to say, of
. that reverts have not been affect-

land influenced by their past, or that
€y can simply forget it.

And so anxious parents worry about
childen marrying such people.
in the older age group have failed
ages and divorces behind them,

all their traumas, and widows or wid-

arry with all of their memories. It

simple to marry someone with a

. But what's simple in life? More-

18 that really worth cutting every-

(?lse out for? Take the challenge on
chin, but do it with your eyes open.

y ] ..e Prophet said that if an honorable

3 i, one with nothing ostensibly
HONg about him, sought a girl in mar-
€:he should not be turned away hurt-
4B her guardian. This should be tak-
gS_rdg the rule that no one should
% “:Qd Mo marriage, The girl's wish-
0 1I'la.1 .P'd.l't’lllh should not reject a
’f?l Without good reason—and

being a revert with a past is not an accept-
able one. Allah has already forgiven that
past.

Most scholars agree that alcohol was
prohibited in the same year as Huday-
biyyah (628 CE). First, Muslims were told
they should not come to prayer while
intoxicated (4:43). When ‘Umar prayed
for clearer guidance, the Prophet
received verses 5:90-91, saying that alco-
hol was an abomination and Satan’s
handiwork.

Upon hearing that, all Muslims threw
away their alcohol. But some asked: “Can
alcohol really be an abomination, for
some of the martyrs of Badr and Uhud
consumed it?” In response came: “Those
who believed and did good may not be
blamed for what they consumed (in the
past), inasmuch as they feared Allah,
believed and did good works. Allah loves
the virtuous” (5:93). The analogy applies
to revert suitors—they should not be
blamed for “what they consumed in the
past,” premarital sex included.

Should a revert spouse divorce or
leave the non-revert one? This issue
requires great compassion. When the
Prophet abandoned Makkah for Madi-

nah, his daughter Zaynab could not bear
to leave her non-Muslim husband Abu
al-‘As, and was not required to do so until
years later under other circumstances.
The Prophet did notautomatically divorce
them. This is an important Sunnah, since
it involved his own children.

Such a spouse should be considered a
potential revert, and the revert should do
his or her absolute best to embody Islam’s
manners, effort, charity, and so on. Donot
ram your theology down his or her throat,
or, as Prophet Jesus (‘alayhi al-salaam)
said: “Don’t cast your pearls before
swine.” The best way is to give the best
example, especially of love and compas-
sion. Then, if the non-Muslim becomes a
Muslim, what a wonderful reward that
will be! If it does not work out, and life
with that spouse becomes increasingly
difficult, then no doubt divorce would
follow on the grounds that one spouse
would probably consider the other’s
behavior unreasonable, leading to the
marriage’s breakdown. Certainly, give it
every chance first—especially if children
are involved. B

Rugaiyyah Waris Maqsood is the author of the Muslim Mamage
Guide. British public and Islamic schools use several of her textbooks.
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The Aftermath of Abuse

VIOLENCE BETWEEN PARENTS IS PSYCHOLOGICALLY DESTRUCTIVE TO CHILDREN AND
MAY LEAVE THEM WITH PERMANENT PSYCHOLOGICAL SCARS

busive spouses come from

all backgrounds, religions,

races, or occupations, for

such learned behavior is

acquired through one’s fam-

¢ ily and socialization. Such

individuals assume that they have the

right to control other people’s behav-

lor—an attitude often reinforced by cul-

tural practices and beliefs of female obe-
dience and subservience.

Those who mistreat their wives often
Justify their actious through Islam, con-
veniently overlooking Qur'anic admo-
nitions against it, Their concept of
obedience is misused to enforce such
restrictions as limiting phone calls, visi-
tation, and even locking wives in their
homes. Some consider it normal for a
man to beat his wife and treat her like
property. Such behavior is further rein-
forced when family and community
members and religious organizations
do not intervene, saying that it is a pri-
vate matter.

Others justify their behavior and
minimize its seriousness by saying that
such things are part of every marriage.
They blame the victims, even accusing
them of self-mutilation. Men who batter
believe they have a right to conwrol oth-
ers through threat, intimidation, physi-
cal violence, economic coercion, isola-
tion, emotional abuse, humijliation, and
sexual domination. They have no con-
sideration for shared responsibilities or
the rights of others.

The cycle of violence continues, and
children growing up in this environ-
ment learn to carry it forward.

Many abusers present a false picture
to community members by appearing to
be caring family men. They appear to be
model citizens when they socialize,
come to religious institutions, donate
generously, and believe that they have a
good knowledge of Islamic law, Howev-
ev, there is no specitic psychological or
cultural profile of an abused woman.

BATTERED WOMEN
SELDOM COMPLAIN AND
HESITATE TO SEEK HELP,

AND SO SUFFER
VARIOUS PHYSICAL AND
EMOTIONAL SYMPTOMS

Abused women are raised in an abusive
environment, have low self-estcem, lack
self-confidence, are socially isolated,
and have no family or community sup-
port.

Consequences of Violemes. A nonmal
tamily is based on equality, partnership,
shared responsibilities, mutual respect
for each other’s opinion, and handling
differences in a mutually satsfying man-
ner, Kev elements to the home’s tran-
quility is a mutual respect for each oth-
er’s rights and emotional support. Bur
when power and control are major
themes, and one spouse engages in emo-
tonal abuse, humiliation, intimidation,
coercion, threats, and economic abuse,
this ranquility is shattered and has long-
term effects on children.

Battered women seldom complain
and hesitate 1o seek help. and so suffer
various physical and emotional symp-
toms: vagile somatic symptoms, backach-
es. headaches, gastrointestinal symptoms,
sleep disturbances, and nighunares. They
remain anxious and nervous due to their
hushands™ unpredictable behavior. devel-
op low selfresteem and low self-confi-
dence. and become socially isolated by
gradually drifting away from famuly and
friends because th ‘are busy.” Théy feel
powerless, (rightened, and extremely
dependent. Suppressing their increasing

anger and hostility leads to more
logical damage, such as (lepressmu
suicidal thoughts. In addition, they
hard to communicate and dew ela P rel
tionships based on trust. These gy symptor
continue for several years, and thy
seek recovery often need 2 great Cleal-
therapy to overcome such severe and py
longed psychological trauma, 1

Effects om Childremn. Vini:

parents is psychologically

children and may leave

manent psychological sca

dren in such families can

ate between anger and viol

sense of safety changes, 7

ness one parent mjuring

quently develop typical sy
depression, crying spells, bedwettin
thumb-sucking, withdrawal, or aggie
sion. Sometmes they identify with L]'I_L
abused parentand later with the abus
Both boys and girls may idently w
lence as a gender vole and, late
accept the role of abuser orvis _
dren raised in such envir u.,-mc_nt, es

with the additonal traumas
family. Often they blam:
the parents’ arguments,
separation.

These children need a trezin
gram that focuses on providing @
environment and developing rules t
teach them anger management
non-violence toward others. T hose “’
develop severe behavioral prob
need intensive outpatient u-

M. Basheer Ahmed, M.D,, & Ft. Wor‘[h,_ﬂi pﬂs'

sorof psychiatry at Southve

ident of the I5lamic Medica £

the bsard of ths Islamic Jscial 8 \

and chair of the Muslim (ammumty Cﬂn r v(w

medieal 2nd gocial sarvics organization h"ID"-I- ”“

the Dallas/Ft. Worth area. A
Condensed from his paper presented at ISNA's firs!

ence o Domestic Violsnca, October 2000
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Touched by a Feather

ISLAM PRESCRIBES GENTLENESS IN DEALINGS AMONG SPOUSES AND EVEN THE
SEVEREST REPRIMAND MUST BE GUIDED BY THIS PRINCIPLE. BY JAMAL BADAW!

hat should a couple

do when they have an

argument? In the event

of a family dispute, the

Qur'an exhorts the

husband to treat his
wife kindly and not overlook her positive
aspects (4:19).

If the problem relates to her behavior,
he may exhort her and appeal for reason.
In most cases, this is likely to be sufficient.
If the problem continues, he may express
his displeasure in another peaceful man-
ner, by sleeping in a separate bed from
hers. There are cases, however, where a
wife persists in deliberate mistreatment
and expresses contempt of her husband
and disregard for her marital obligations.
Instead of divorce, the husband may resort
to another measure if he envisages that it
may save the marriage. Such a measure is
more accurately described as a gentle tap
on the body—like the touch of feather—
but never on the face, making it more of a
symbolic then a punitive measure.

The Qur’an says: “Men are the pro-
tectors and maintainers of women
because Allah has given the one more
(strength) than the other, and because
they [men] support them from their
means. Therefore, the righteous women
are devoutly obedient, and guard in (the
husband’s) absence what Allah would
have them guaid. As to those women on
whose part you fear disloyalty and ill con-
duct, admonish them (first), (next) do
not share their beds, (and last) beat (tap)
them (lightly); but if they return to obe-
dience, seek not against them means (of
annoyance): for Allah is Most High, Great
(above you all). (4:34)

Even this drastic measure is limited by
the following criteria:

a. It must be seen as a rare exception
to the repeated exhortation of mutual
respect, kindness and good treatment,
discussed earlier. Based on the Qur’an
and the Hadith this measure may be used
in the cases of lewdness on the partof the

ISLAMIC TEACHINGS
ARE UNIVERSAL IN NATURE.
THEY RESPOND TO THE
NEEDS AND CIRCUMSTANCES
OF DIVERSE TIMES,
CULTURES AND
CIRCUMSTANCES.

wife or extreme refraction and rejection
of the husband’s reasonable requests on
a consistent basis (nushuz). Even then,
other measures, such as exhortation,
should be tried first.

b. As defined by the Hadith, it is not
permissible to strike anyone’s face, cause
any bodily harm, or even be harsh. What
the Hadith qualified as dharban ghayra
mubarrih (a gentle and inoffensive
strike) was interpreted by early jurists as
a (symbolic) use of miswak (a small nat-
ural toothbrush)! They further qualified
this permissible “strike” as that which
leaves no mark on the body. It is inter-
esting that this latter 14 centuries-old
qualifier is the criterion used in contem-
porary American law to separate a light
and harmless tap or strike from “abuse”
in the legal sense. This makes it clear that
even this extreme, last resort, and a mea-
sure considered as the lesser of the two
evils [divorce] that may save a marriage
does not meet the definitions of “physi-
cal abuse,” "family violence, * or “wife bat-
tering” in the 20th century law in liberal
democracies, where such extremes are so
commonplace that they are seen as
national concerns.

¢. The permissibility of such symbolic
expression of the seriousness of contin-
ued refraction does not imply its desir-
ability. In several Hadith, Prophet
Muhammad discouraged this measure.

Among his sayings are the follOM'rlg:--
® "Do not beat the female sepy,
Allah.”

] “S‘m.ne (women) visited my family
complaining about their hushands (bes
ing them). These (husbands) are not
best of you.”

B “[It is not a shame that] one ofvon
beats his wife like [an unscrupulons
son| beats a slave and maybe he slegy
with her at the end of the day.” (
Riyadh Al-Saliheen, op. cit, pp. 137-140

In another Hadith, the Prophe
“How does anyone of you beat his wife'as
he beats the stallion camel and then he
may embrace (sleep with) her?” (Sahib!
Al-Bukhari, op. cit., Vol. 8. Hadith 68, |
pp-42-43). )

d. True following of the Sunnah is o
follow the example of the Prophc:
Muhammad, who never resorted to (hzii
measure, regardless of the circumstances |

e. Islamic teachings are universa
nature. They respond to the needs
circumstances of diverse times, culturg} |
and circumstances. Some measures '?"|
work in some cases and cultures or wit ‘
certain persons but may not be effec
in others. By definition, a “permissible:
act is neither required, encouraged nors
forbidden. In fact it may be betterto SP?!!
out the extent of permissibility, SUCf} asin |
the issue at hand, rather than lea\:fn_:l
unrestricted and ungualified, or 1gh
ing it all together. In the absence of st
qualifiers, persons may inierpret Lhe'm____
ter in their own way, which can lead 19 |
excesses and real abuse. b

f. Any excess, cruelty, ﬁlmilyVithnC?.ﬁ |
or abuse committed by any “Muslim” can
never be traced, honestly, to any reve]a‘_-

4 Such
tory text (Qur’an or hadith). K
excesses and violations are to be blam}fa
on the person (s) himself, as it shows t e !
thev are paying lip service L0 ¥5'lam[-o-
teachings and injunctions, and failing

3 t. =
follow the true Sunna%
_,Basj(;PIIIY"

an 'ts';

T S T
Condensed from endnote 14 from Gender £quiidy 17 15:¢

ciples by Jamal Badawi, Ph.D, |
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for one to two vears. Fach shelter will cost approx.

. yame o [CDY

[('NA Relie
ferings i emergency and d
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Eaf_fh juake Relief

e n in carthquake-affected areas with?
‘oraanization, 1slamic Relief Committee
Emercency Relief work started next day of
quake, which included the provisions of
lothing, medical aid, debris cleanup,
retricval.  Six relief centers were
in Ahmedabad, Bhuj, Morvi, Maliya
alvand. and Anjar. Hundreds of volunteers
dng in ficld with teams of doctors and
ICMA Relief has already allocated
victims of earthquake. Containers full
nes. clothing and blankets are on their way %

1

S

ur first priority, building 15.000 Shelters
' (Chapur)

S,O_Ob shelters (Chapur) are being planned for =8

15,000 families. Each shelter will have one room.
will accommo to 8 persons, and may be used

US$100 which includes material, building cost and
rtation o material to the site.

8/Utensils/Food/Medicines/Clothing
edicines, blankets, utensils and clothing will
ed. Each family will be provided with the
IS (stove, cooking pots etc.), which will cost
BproxX. USS25/per family. Blankets, clothing ete.
ehwill cost approx. US$25/per family.
ected cost for earthquake relief efforts for
Ve projects for one year is $3,175,000.

amaica, NY 11432 Ph: 718-658-7028
L &-mail: info@ReliefOnline.org
Ave., Detroit, Mi 48212 =
500 Fax: 313-366-2978
B -
roe Rd., East Oakville, Ontario L6J 422
Fax: 905-257-9996 p
eliefOnline.org
. TAXEXEMPT ID#:
2925751 ¢ In Canada 0593061-39-09

: |

~ hospital was established. R

¢-Helping Hand is a humanitarian relief and development organization responding to human
" isaster situations at home and at abroad. We provide short-term emergency

and foster long-term development assistance.

Afghanistan
ICNA Relief-Helping Hand

Establishes Afghanistan Refugee Relief Fund
$25.000 allocated to help the emergency needs of refugees

ey

Jorse economic conditions and years of drought have

recently driven hundreds of thousands of Afghans out of their

homes looking for food, clean drinking water, basw medical
needs. clothes and shelter. ICNA Relief-Helping Hand has
established Afghanistan Refugee Relief Fund to help the
victims of this disaster. Aid to the Afghan .refugee camps
included truckloads of relief goods comprising flour, rice,:
milk, sugar, warm clothing & bedding.

Urgent Help Needed \

"+ For10,000 families with average family size of4-5 persons.

]

o For food, medical support, (?rphan/widow
support, education. and skills training.

5 Projected cost for Afgan Refugee relief

efforts per month is $407.142

ICNA Relief-Helping Hand is providing emergency
Chechnyan Refugee camps in Georgia and Ingushetia. 3,000 4,_\.

blankets, 15,000 boxes of food, 50,000 pairs of shoes, zabiha meat, S
educational material to children and medicine were provided. Six SSSSE

doctors in relief medical center helped 27,000 refugees. One field 8

b

Planned Projects N

- One Primary Health Care Center with 5 doctors, 3 nursing SEES

assistants. 2 drivers, one assistant and one adm'lmstrator. This; =

center will serve 6,000 refugees living in Ingushetia. F \.:
Mobil Health Care Center comprising of one ambulance, one ==

doctor, one nursing assistant. one driver and one assistant. It will =3 /3

serve 10 camps of 200.000 refugees living in Najran area of 3 =t

Ingushetia.

v g _—
e - ¥ . o g\ = T ] Py -&"\ " H"-.‘l
tax-exempt donation to any of the above address or,online at: W.Re!zef%nhne.rg ah
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he Qur’anic reminders notwith-

standing that couples get two

chances to reconcile before

their divorce is finalized, that

the husbands should not

demand back their gifts, and
that the wives should be divorced on
“equitable terms” without taking “undue
advantage” (2:229; 2:231), only a few
marriages end amicably. Consequently,
American courts summon expert wit-
nesses to interpret the Muslim marriage
contract.

An example is a Muslim couple, mar-
ried in their native country and now liv-
ing in the U.S., who sought divorce in
Virginia. Based on the testimony of an
expert witness (a Muslim professor of
religion), the court concluded that the
marriage contract under review was con-
trary to public policy and thus unen-
forceable under Virginia law.

The most disturbing aspect is that the
judge reached this opinion based on tes-
timony by a Muslim expert, and not
because of certain stereotypes or bias.
This example is especially important
because Northern Virginia has a sizeable
Muslim population —some 150 Muslims
buy homes there each month.

The state’s many mosques prepare
and execute hundreds of Muslim mar-
riage contracts. Are these invalid?

The authorities in their native coun-
try, concerned about this judgment,
inquired how marriage contracts can be
made enforceable in American jurisdic-
tions.

This case also showed that many
imams and professors of religion are not
sufficiently familiar with Islamic law and
often confuse their cultural practices with
Islam. A non-Muslim judge, without more

reliable sources of information, cannot

L N

Understanding Muslim

MUSLIM AMERICANS MUST DEVELOP MARRIAGE CONTRACTS THAT
CAN BE UNDERSTOOD BY AMERICAN COURTS. BY AZIZAH Y. AL-HIBRI

Marriage Contracts

NON-MUSLIM LAWYERS
NEED TO BE EDUCATED
ABOUT ISLAMIC LAW
SO THAT THEY CAN MAKE
THE CORRECT
PRESENTATION IN COURT.

discern the difference and will be
inclined to believe a Muslim expert wit-
ness, a Muslim professor of Islam, or an
imam. However, judges are not aware of
the importantissue here: who has the nec-
essary authority to interpret Islamic law?

The Islamic marriage contract used
in U.S. is usually a 1-page document con-
taining the names of spouses, two wit-
nesses, the imam, the Makr (dowry), and
a statement in fine print: “governed by
Islamic law.” In a system based on the
separation of church and state, the judge
cannot tell the clerk to look up Qur’an-
ic verses or research Islamic jurispru-
dence. We do not tell judges what the
parties contracted upon; rather, we ask
them to go back to Islamic law. Thus, one
immediately sees that we have inade-
quate marriage contracts.

Mahr or Sadaq is a basic term of the
contract, but the judge does not know
what it means. A statement about the
Qur’an or the Shari’ah may clarify such
issues for a Muslim judge, but does very
little for a non-Muslim judge, who con-
sequently must rely on an expert witness.

In one case, an imam was willing to
testify that the husband owed nothing

because his wife left him. This rac
involved a pious female profe on
who married a man who saw hq
family gathering. About a year |

things began to go awry. She was

health problems, and tests indica dy .

had contracted a dangerous and in:
able disease that could have come g
from her husband. She tried to sta
him, but when she learned that he
planning to abandon her, she sued
divorce to preserve her rights to
Mahrin her marriage contract. Th
tifying imam told the judge that a M
lim woman who wants out (Khul)
this up. However, he overlooked or
haps did not know an exceptio
woman can seek judicial divorce K
harm (Dharar) without losing her dela
Mahr. Under Jordanian and Kuwaiti 2
verbal abuse is sufficient grounds
establishing harm.

In another case, 2 man orderet
wife out and sent her to live with herot
relative (her brother) in the U.S. After
year, he sued for divorce citing b
donment. Sometimes Muslim wom
forced to return to their native cOull
are sued for abandonment.

A well-known Islamic scholar told th

author that Mahris the bride price. If
expert witness said this to the judgeé: ¥

latter can only conclude: “If [slamic i &

riage law says women are sold into 1
riage, then we will not enforce it i1l
country.” The Qur’an, which states
Sadagis a gift (Nihlah) from the husha
to the wife, clearly contradicts this-

A Wite’s Right to Divorce. A 7/
amri bi yadi (keeping the Ismah 1L E
wife’s hand) marriage contr?rl‘Ct :
the wife to retain the right to divo
the Muslim world, this contract 1135 i

rGe:
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My

Or del

WE DO NOT TELL JUDGES WHAT THE PARTIES CONTRACTED UPON;

RATH

ER, WE ASK THEM TO GO BACK TO ISLAMIC LAW. THUS, ONE IMMEDIATELY

SEES THAT WE HAVE INADEQUATE MARRIAGE CONTRACTS.

or example, in Jordan,
y .and Syria it means the wo.map
_ apwill. In other countr.'les, it
ghat the husband forfe.lts the
rce in favor of the wife. In
I'eﬁaill jurisdicions allow the
ep the Tsmah in her hand,

che could lose it very easily.
rm of this contract, she can
and: “I divorce you” and go
:.fo record the divorce with-
Lisband's input or consent. This
dl\u'OI‘CC is very different from
-l does not involve Ismah but
up the Mahr and, some
ning the husband’s consent.
' (he wife initiates the divorce
ees to give up her Mahr. Tradi-
e must first get the husband’s
\to Khul. The Prophet is report-
ave asked a woman, who had
orchard as Mahr. “Are you
g (o return the garden?” She said:
" and they were pronounced
d. Yet many Muslim countries
te the husband’s consent. Some
e this facility and demand the
diother concessions. The call for
nt nullifies Khul, for women who
{ obtain it end up asking for judi-

sations: F

livorce. A Pakistani court ruling in
603, based on a thorough analysis

Qur'an and Hadith, struck down
nsent requirement. Some 40 years

8 in January 2000, al-Azhar in coop-

‘with the Egyptian government
noved it.

tanding Spousal Obligations.
Muslim marriage, the spouses
it obligations to each other, and it
dbligations that become the rights
ther. For instance, Sadagis a gift

le from her husband, an amount
011 by both while negotiating

_"ili[., contract. They may agree
#the full amount is due upon

\ge or that part is postponed
r — the delayed part). The lat-
BT common, for the young hus-

LAy not have the cash up front.

05t of the Sadaqis postponed to
I'comes first: divorce or death
Use. In either event, it is due
U:l}' without court action. If the
dies, the Sadaq becomes a
L against his estate, separate

=

from her inheritance rights. Even if the
estate is exhausted by debt repayment,
she must receive her right first and
immediately.

She can use the Sadagq as she pleases.
No one may touch it, not even her father
or husband. In some Muslim countries,
women are pressured to show their love
for their husbands by forgiving the
muta’akhir. However, they realize their
mistake upon their divorce. Another cus-
tomary pressure is suggesting that she
will increase her “blessings” by asking a
small Mahr, like a few pieces of silver or
gold. However, when she gets divorced
at 50 she is in trouble, because that is all
that she gets.

Islam gave women full financial
independence, for no one can be her
“guardian” in this case. Imam Abu Han-
ifah says that women have the right to
enter and execute their own marriage
contracts without a Wali, because if she
is free and independent with her mon-
ey, marriage is a far more important and
we should let her control her own life.
Two basic Islamic legal concepts are
related to this matter. First, a married
Muslim woman is legally entitled to
financial independence, and her hus-
band may not touch her assets. Second,
the husband must support her; even if
she is wealthier than he is, she has no
obligation to support him. Any money
she gives him is regarded as charity, a gift,
or a loan.

These legal facts are part of a larger
framework of Muslim women’s rights in
which they retain their maiden names
after marriage and are not obligated to

The author is currently
)) working on a book on
Islamic marriage contracts in
American courts. Anyone with
a relevant case is requested to
contact the author about it to
advance her research. Where

requested, the contributor’s

identity will be kept confidential.

perform housework. Major imams agree
on this issue. So, if the wife chooses not
to cook, her husband must bring her pre-
paredfood. These factsrest on the recog-
nition by Muslim jurists that the mar-
riage contractis nota service contract: it
is not for service, but for muwaddah wa
rahmah, for sakinah, for human compan-
ionship. It does not provide the husband
with someone to cook and iron.

Capping the Amount. Women usually
view a large Sadaq as an important secu-
rity net for later years.

Because of large demands, the United
Arab Emirates capped the amount. How-
ever, this action is questionable because
the Qur’an gives women the right to any
amount they please. In other words, the
amounts are to be determined by market
forces. When Caliph ‘Umar said that he
wanted to cap the Mahr, an old woman
stood up in the mosque and declared:
“You cannot take away from us what Allah
gave us.” He asked: “What is that?” She cit-
ed the verses that “even if you had given
the latter a whole treasure for dower take
not the least bit of it back: would you take
it by slander and a manifest wrong?”
(4:20). And so ‘Umar withdrew his pro-
posal, saying: “She is right and the Caliph
is wrong.”

In many Muslim countries, the bride’s
parents usually minimize the Sadagq to
reflect their upper-class status or piety.
In such cases, the women suffer upon
divorce, especially if they move to the
U.S,, lose their families, and cannot sup-
port themselves.

In the case mentioned earlier, the
Virginia judge confronted by alow Sadag
said that the Islamic marriage law was
against public policy. Had he said other-
wise and enforced the contract, this mid-
dle-aged woman would have received a
few hundred dollars and sent out with no
means of support.

The Need 1o Clarify Matters. If Amer-
ican judges treated Muslim marriage
contracts as prenuptial agreements, then
the usual laws about property distribu-
tion and other financial matters upon
divorce would not apply. Instead, the
marriage contract provisions would take
over. The first consequence of such a
view usually is that the Sadagq provision
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represents the full financial settlement
between the parties.

Non-Muslim lawyers and judges need
to be educated about Sadag. In one case,
a woman’s lawyer refused to seek its full
amount from the husband, arguing: “She
lived with him for only 3 months. Why
should he give her $50,000?” However,
the reality is that Sadaq is her right, even
if he spent only a minute with her and
consummated the marriage.

The policy of not enforcing Islamic
marriage contracts causes problems for
most Muslim women in the U.S., espe-
cially when many use the Sadagas a secu-
rity net. It also may create constitutional
issues relating to the free-exercise clause,
because Muslims would be restricted
from exercising their religion fully.

Muslims can make things easier for
judges by preparing marriage contracts
that define all relevant terms and rules,
thereby making it clear which Madhhab
(Islamic legal school) they follow.

However, questions remain: Is the Mus-
lim marriage contract a pre-nuptial agree-
ment that cancels a Muslim woman’s
rights under American law or not? Does
the Muslim marriage contract represent
of all her financial rights at divorce? If it
does, her Sadag is all that she is going to
get upon divorce, regardless of her age.
But other concepts in the Qur’an beyond
that of Mahr, which have long been
ignored, specify a more equitable distrib-
ution of marital property.

It is time for Muslims in America to
develop this jurisprudence, and hope
that other jurisdictions around the
world will find it interesting enough for
them to adopt. W

Dr, Azizah Y al-Hibri, T. C. Williams School of Law, University of Rich-
mond, Richmond, VA. (aalhibri@richmaond edu). A paper delivered at
the Minaret of Freedom banquet, May 20, 2000, Washington, DC. Con-
densed with the author's permission,

What is being done in terms of abu-
sive marriage in this country through
the legal system and particularly with
regard to Islamic marriages?

Al-Hibri: Some people have local cus-
toms or cultural beliefs that they believe
are religious, while there are others who
do not know enough about their reli-
gion. The first order of business is to
educate the community about what
Islam says about abusing women. Verbal
abuse alone is sufficient for a grant of
divorce in Kuwait, Jordan, and maybe a
couple of other places. Islam does not
accept the beatings of any human being
—rmnot even of a cat, according to the
Prophetic hadith. To understand that
requires, among other things, a proper
understanding of Qur’anic exegesis.

your right to pay her sadaq whe
due. That is your duty. As for the
payment (pension payment), if «
believes she is not entitled to it ilt;; g
duty to give it back to you. If you 3
a society where you cannot esgy
Islamic justice, use the Ameri
tem, get the payments and thep
back whatever you think is beyond
you deserve. Of course, the best
tion would be to establish shayj
courts in the U.S. that would han
these matters through the Ameri
arbitration system.

THE POLICY OF NOT
ENFORCING ISLAMIC
MARRIAGE CONTRACTS
CAUSES PROBLEMS
FOR MOST MUSLIM WOMEN
IN THE U.S., ESPECIALLY
WHEN MANY USE THE SADAQ
AS A SECURITY NET.

Suppose I pass away and my wife
inherits my social security and my
pension, would that offset the sadiq
mutta’akhir?

Al-Hibri: The answer is an emphatic no.
Suppose you are 40 or 50 years old and
you divorce your wife today. Under
Islamic law, she is entitled to the delayed
part of the mabhr if there is any. Howev-
er, what happened to the time-value of
money (through investments)? What
she is entitled to is her mahr now, in one
installment at the value of the dollar
today. What about the pension pay-
ments under civil law she would get lat-
er under your scenario and which you
did not factor in?

The question is whether she is enti-
tled to them at all. Maybe, maybe not,
depending on the ijtihdd you develop.
Butlet’s assume she’s not entitled to the
money. You paid her the mahr and now
she is getting extra money from you.
Then it is between her and God if she
is going to take money she is not enti-
tled to. However, that does not waive

What is the difference between:ai
nuptial agreement and the ISl
marriage contract?

Al-Hibri: In the U.S., the Islamic
riage contract could be conside
nuptial rather than a pre-nuptial &
ment, because it is usually signed at!
same time as the civil marriage ¢or
Many prefer to analogize it to a pre
tial agreement, but that could b¢ pr
lematic. You have to study underi
laws of the various jurisdictions to¥
what is the difference between a nup

rather than pre-nuptial agreement &M

Islamic marriage contract could'al?ﬁ
post-nuptial, because many have a
marriage followed by an Islamlf:
riage. I do not recommend thisapproi
by the way. What does that mean fi
woman's rights? You have to stud'
cific jurisdictions to se€ what 1
impact in each case. For tix
who say, “I wish I'd know earhe'r, I
have negotiated a better marr_wg
tract,” if your husband 1 enlight€
please remind him that itis not 100
you can always amend the marriage
tract under Islamic law. B

Dr. Azizah Y, al-Hibri. Q&A session at o )
quet, May 20, 2000, Washington, DC. Condens
permission L
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HUDA SCHOOL & MONTESSORI

| 161 (248) 626-0900 - Fax (248) 626-7146

Teaching Positions for
2001/02 Academic Year

Huda School, a full-time private Islamic
state-approved school, in Franklin, Ml (in
the vicinity of West Bloomfield area), from
Pre-school to 8th grade, is seeking qualified,
certified, and preferably experienced teach-
8rs for the following positions:
a) Homeroom teachers for K-5 grades
b) Middle School subjects teachers

Please forward your resume for
Immediate interview to:

Huda School & Montessori
Attn.: Search Committee
PO Box 250006, Franklin Village, M| 48025

Seeking School Staff

A full time Islamic school in Phoenix,
Arizona seeking North American qualified
educators for August 2001.

» PRINCIPAL: Master’s of education or PhD
from North America. Experience desirable

» TEACHERS, US certified or with
Bachelor’s of education for grades 1-8.

We have great weather and a large Muslim
community.
We offer a competitive salary and benefits.

Mail resume to: PO Box 2486 Tempe AZ
85280-2486 or E-mail: aca@dancris.com
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The Gem Within
THE STRENGTH OF FAITH, EMPOWERED AN ANSARI GIRL TO SEE
GREATNESS, SURPASSING THE WORLDLY COBWEB. BY RISHAT FATIMA

BUY THE ENTIRE [IS LIBRARY
i OF 37 VIDEOTAPES

atrimonial pages, even
of Muslim publications,
offer interesting insights.
In today’s world where
the standard fare is peo-
. ple demanding profes-
sionals, especially physicians—tall and
handsome ones, and beauty queens—
it would be impossible to envisage
someone opting for the other extreme,

His name was unusual and incom-
plete, Julaybib ( ‘alayhi rahmah)—Ara-
bic for “a small gown.” This diminutive
form of the word Jalbab indicates that
Julaybib was small and short. Besides
that, he was also damam (ugly, deformed,
or of repulsive appearance). More-
over, in a society where lineage was of
utmost value, Julaybib could expect
no compassion, protection, or sup-
port, for even his parents and tribe
were unknown. All that was known
about him was that he was an Arab and
an Ansar.

Could this social outcast ever hope
to find respect and emotional satisfac-
tion as an individual and a man, and
enjoy relationships that others took for
granted?

Just as he was aware of the great
issues, Prophet Muhammad (salla
Allahw “alayhi wa sallam), the mercy for
humanity, was aware of even his most
humble Companions’ needs and feel-
ings. With Julaybib in mind, he pro-
posed to one of the Ansar that wanted
to have his daughter married. The
Prophet said that he did not want to
marry her, but had another person in
mind for her: “Julaybib.”

The father, probably too shocked to
reply, said he would consult his wife.
He told her: “The Messenger, salla
Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, wants to have
your daughter married.” She was
thrilled. “What a wonderful idea and
what a delight this would be!” she said.
However, when he added: “He does not
want to marry her, but he wants to mar-

THE UNNAMED ANSARI
GIRLS READY AGREEMENT
TO MARRY A PHYSICALLY

UNATTRACTIVE MAN
REFLECTED HER PROFOUND
UNDERSTANDING OF ISLAM

ry her to Julaybib.” She was shocked!
“To Julaybib? No, never! No, by the Liv-
ing Allah, we shall not marry (her) to
him," she exclaimed.

The daughter, who had overheard
her mother’s protestations, asked her
father: “Who has asked to marry me?”
He told her of the Prophet’s proposal.
The daughter, who apparently had
taken her beliefto a higher level, knew
that there was more to life than fleet-
ing values, questioned her parents: “Do
you refuse the Messenger’s request?
Send Julaybib to me, for he shall not
bring ruin to me.”

This was the reply of a truly great
woman who clearly understood what
was required of her as a Muslim. What
greater satisfaction and fulfillment can
a Muslim find than responding will-
ingly to the Messenger’s requests and
commands?

Even though we do not know her
name, this Companion set an example
for all to obey: “Whenever Allah and
His Messenger have decided a matter,
itis not for a believing man or woman
to claim freedom of choice as far as this
matter is concerned. One who disobeys
Allah and His Messenger has, most
obviously, gone astray” (33:36).

Itis said that the Ansari girl recited
this verse to her parents and said: “I am
satisfied, and submit myself to whatev-

er Allah’s Messenger deems g00d ,
me.” A fop
The Prophet heard of her reactio

and prayed for her: “O Lord, beg

make her life one of toj] and tr;

Perhaps s.;he may have alsg y,
the Qur’anic advice: “Marry th
among you who are single .., male ¢
female. If they are in poverty, Allah
give them means out of His grac
Allah encompasses all, and He
all things (24:38).”

It is said that there was not a mor
eligible Ansari bride. They stayed s
ried to each other until Julaybib
martyred.

After a battle with the disheliey
they found his body beside 7
lievers whom he had killed.
Prophet took him in his arms 3
praised him: “He killed 7 and then
martyred. This man is of me and I am
of him.”

Julaybib and his wife are notame
the Companions whose obedience
valor are well known. The little that i§
known of them show how the Prophet
gave hope and dignity to the meekand
the humble, where once there h
been only despair and self-debases
ment, 3
The unnamed Ansari girl’s reagy
agreement to marry a physically una&
tractive man reflected her profouti®
understanding of Islam: the effacemet !
of personal desire and preference, €Vei
when her parents would have suppo¥t
her. Tt reflected a total disregard_
social norms and pressures and 2-”]'{'
and unshakable confidence i1 H€
Prophet’s (salla Allahu ‘azthiwa_ﬁﬂ?f’_’!_
wisdom and authority. This attitudes i
the attitude of a true believer—e€nav=s

her to submit and be rewarded by DEHISS
the wife of a martyr. =

o (Fi Zilal al- QU
Source: Sayyid Qutb /n the Shade of the Qur'an (Fg(%"EL::mi_ !
Vol. 30. Trans. M.A. Salahi and M.A_Shamis, pp. 49-90. j
Publishers, 1979.
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Q&A Family Matters

ISNA PRESIDENT DR. MUZAMMIL H. SIDDIQUI RESPONDS TO QUESTIONS OFFERING A SHARI'AH
VIEW ON FAMILY RELATED 1SSUES THAT CONFRONT MUSLIMS LIVING IN A MINORITY SITUATION.

Q. Are prenuptial agreements per-
missible? 1Is there an Islamic alterna-
tive? Can a man ask a woman to sign
oner

A: In principle, a prenuptial agreement
is acceptable and can be initiated by
either spouse. Once signed, it is bind-
ing on both parties and its violation is
forbidden. However, its terms should
not violate the teachings of Islam. The
Prophet (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
said: “Muslims must abide by the con-
ditions of their agreement, unless a
condition permits that which Allah
(Subhanahu wa Ta‘ala) forbids or for-
bids that which Allah permits.”

In Muslim countries where courts
normally judge according to the
Shari‘ah, such agreements are unnec-
essary. However, Muslims in non-Mus-
lim countries should make detailed
Islamic prenuptial agreements accord-
ing to their own situation and desires.
Or, they can write an agreement stating
that their marriage is based on Islamic
law and that divorce or conflict resolu-
tion also is based on Islamic family law
and I[slamic arbitration, the decision of
which is final. Neither spouse should
feel offended if the other one initiates
such an agreement, because it benefits
both of them. An Islamic prenuptial
agreement will help both parties follow
Allah’s rules, minimize Satan’s evil sug-
gestions, and save them a lot of money
and problems when disputes arise.

MUSLIM COMMUNITIES IN
AMERICA MUST ESTABLISH
ISLAMIC ARBITRATION
COMMITTEES OF QUALIFIED
ISLAMIC SCHOLARS, LEGAL
EXPERTS, AND COMMUNITY
LEADERS AND REGISTER THEM
IN LOCAL CIVIL COURTS.

Does Islam permit wife beating?

The Qur’an says that the marital rela-
tionship should be based on mutual
love and kindness: “And among His
signs is that He created for you mates
from among yourselves, that you may
live in tranquility with them, and He put
love and mercy between you. Surely in
this are signs for those who reflect”
(80:21), and urges husbands to treat
their wives kindly: “{A]lnd live with them

with kindness and equity. If you take a
dislike to them, it may be that you dis-
like a thing and Allah may bring about
through it a great deal of good” (4:19).
A wife should recognize her husband’s
authority as head of the household.
However, he should use this authority
with respect, responsibility, and kind-
ness, and strive to settle any disagree-
ments or disputes peacefully. If this is
not possible, the couple should seek the
counsel of their elders and other
respected family and community mem-
bers. In some extreme cases, a husband
may use light disciplinary action to cor-
rect his wife’s moral infraction, but only
if it might improve the situation. Other-
wise, such a course should be avoided.
The Qur’an states: “Men are the pro-
tectors and maintainers of women,
because Allah has given him more
strength than her, and because they sup-
port them from their means. Therefore,
the righteous women are devoutly obe-
dient and guard in the husband’s
absence what Allah would have them to
guard. As for those women in whom you
fear disloyalty and ill conduct, (first)
admonish them, (then) refuse to share
their beds, (and last) beat them (gen-
tly). If they return to obedience, do not
find ways (to annoy them), for Allah is
most High and Great. If you fear a
breach , appoint (two) arbiters, one

from his family and one from hepe y
they wish for peace, Allah will ey
their reconciliation, for Allah h
knowledge and is acquainted with
things” (4:34-35).

This Ayah (verse) must be reaqds
applied within its full context, insg
of taking its parts out of context
tify the husband’s misconduct,
verse neither permits nor condone

icate family situations intelligently,
Prophet explained that “beating”
not mean “physical abuse,” but ra
dharban ghayra mubarrihin (a light &
leaving no mark). Some scholars sai
is no more than a light touch by a
wak (toothbrush). The Prophet plag
the face out of bounds, and discou
even this light punitive measure
never hit a girl or woman, saying (h
the best Muslims do not use force:
one Hadith, he expressed his exte
repulsion for such behavior, sa; 1]
“How can you beat your wife as you b
your animals, and then sleep with het
(Bukhari, Vol. 8, Hadith 68).

However, even this dharban ghayra
mubarrikin is permissible only for s
ous moral misconduct that contiil
after warnings and separation fro
bed. One can use it only if it will cor®
a situation and save a marriage.

If a couple does not talk for 3 O
years, does this affect their Nikad
(marriage contract)?

Such a long-term break is not 2
able, for the Prophet urged Muslims £
reconcile within 3 days. The one€
initiates the reconciliation receives
greater reward and blessings from <
(Bukhari, Hadith 5605; Muslim, Ha
4643). Separation due to a strain€a
tionship does not affect the Nikal ¥
in any case they are still husban

wife. If the husband remains sePA®
his wife has a right to obtain &

“cep "I-.
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divores s

HUSBANDS AND WIVES ARE TO BE SOURCES OF MUTUAL COMFORT
AND TRANQUILITY. THEY SHOULD DO EVERYTHING PHYSICALLY, EMOTIONALLY,
AND SPIRITUALLY TO MAKE EACH OTHER HAPPY AND COMFORTABLE.

the court. However, if a hus-
tes and forswears conjugal

$ (fla) with her he must recon-

4 months: “Those who swear

ill not go into their wives, 111.(:

" Péﬁod is four months. Then 1‘f
o back, Allah is Forgiving, Merci-
« decide to divorce, Allah is

oo and knowing.” (2:226-27) At
,-." of 4 months, if he has not rec-
yerbally or in action, Imam Abu
b states that divorce is automat-
Nikah is voided, and the wife can
; . Other jurists say that the
is not automatic, but that the
‘the right seek divorce through

ed Muslim woman tried for

I to separate from her husband,
e refused to divorce her. Finally,
ied a courtordered divorce.

he claims ihat only a Muslim
an dissolve their Islamic mar-
lciting Fafaia from some “Ula-

| India and Pakistan. He insists

t they are married. She does not
tolive with him, but he wants to
her by kecping her in this

in condition. What is the solu-

‘are 3 forms of divorce: The hus-
iorces his wife (Talag); the wife
divorce (Khula), often by giving
Mahr or some other rights; and

4 ;‘: € can go to the Qadi (Muslim
) a:nd seek divorce (Faskh) through
Lif the husband refuses her Khu-

Judges, and American courts
Ognize Islamic divorces grant-
Cat scholars or imams. The par-
“considered legally married until
Court dissolves the marriage. (To
OWledge, various Native American
' ON reservations are the only
Hons, )
.5:31" these circumstances, Mus-
14Ve three options: Asking a Mus-
.].3? {0 arbitrate and submit his
1 t.o_&.le‘ family court, a valid pro-
C;!.(-Jldmg to Islamic and Amer-
it is? f{aW, that becomes binding
= 88 filed; the couple signs a
4 Agreement, which is accept-

able and binding in most states, explain-
ing how Islamic law will be used to
resolve disputes and dissolve the mar-
riage; and, if the former two options fail,
the couple turns to the court system. If
the court protects the rights of both par-
ties and does not violate Islamic law, it
should be acceptable. If a woman
obtains such a decree, Islamic centers
should recognize and publicly confirm
it. Such a confirmation may say that the
Islamic center accepts the court’s deci-
sion and that it is valid under Islamic
law.

Muslim communities in America
must establish Islamic arbitration com-
mittees of qualified Islamic scholars,
legal experts, and community leaders to
decide such matters Islamically and
then register them in local civil courts.

Is there such thing as rape in mar-
riage? Must a wife do everything her
husband demands?

Spousal relations should be based on
tranquility (Sukun), love (Mawaddakh),
and mercy (Rahmah): “And among His
Signs is that He created for you mates
from among yourselves, that you may
dwell in tranquility with them, and He
has put love and mercy between your
(hearts). In that are signs for those who
reflect” (30:21). These important con-
cepts summarize the ideals of Islamic
marriage.

Husbands and wives are to be
sources of mutual comfort and tran-
quility. They should do everything phys-
ically, emotionally, and spiritually to

) The Prophet never hit a girl
or woman, saying that the

best Muslims do not use force. In

one Hadith, he expressed his
extreme repulsion for such behav-
jor, saying: “How can you beat
your wife as you beat your ani-
mals, and then sleep with her?”
(Bukhari, Vol. 8, Hadith 68).

make each other happy and comfort-
able. They must care for each other, and
should not harm each other physically
or verbally. To increase the tranquility
and comfort in their relations and
home, they should love each other and
treat each other with mercy and kind-
ness.

A loving and merciful relationship is
an important ingredient of a good mar-
riage and a happy family life. In an
Islamic marriage, no spouse can
demand what Allah forbids or what is
harsh and unseemly. Since Islam allows
sex only within the marital bond, they
must be considerate to each other.

The Shari‘ah offers two important
principles here. First, spouses should
not withhold themselves and should try
to satisfy each other. Even during one’s
period or postnatal bleeding, when
intercourse is forbidden, they can share
affection and intimacy in other ways.

The second principle is that couples
should be kind and considerate in their
conjugal relations. Some Hadith report
that the Prophet disapproved of hus-
bands approaching coitus abruptly and
departing crudely at the end. It is
reported that he said: “It is rude for a
man to have intercourse with his wife
without first playing with her.” He also
said: “A man who assaults his unpre-
pared wife, seeking to satisfy his own lust
and leaving her before she can achieve
her own fulfillment, is a vice” (Imam al-
Ghazali,Ihya’, 2:49-50). However, most
Hadith scholars consider these Hadith
weak (da’if). Regardless of their status,
however, they contain wisdom and eti-
quette that are natural and Islamic.

What are the husband’s and wife’s
duties to each other and their chil-
dren after their divorce?

Immediately after divorce, the woman
must enter ‘Tddah. This consists of 3
menstrual cycles if she is not pregnant
or has not begun menopause. A preg-
nantwoman’s Iddahlasts until she deliv-
ers. If she has no menses, she must wait
for 3 lunar months. During ‘Iddah, the
ex-husband must ensure that she has
the same living standard she enjoyed
while married to him, and must take
care of the children. The parents can
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THE QUR’AN DOES NOT SAY THAT ALL MEN ARE BETTER THAN ALL WOMEN,
BUT ONLY THAT THE HUSBAND IS RESPONSIBLE FOR TAKING CARE OF HIS WIFE ANp
CHILDREN. IT DOES NOT SAY THAT EVERY MAN IS A CARETAKER OF EVERY WOMAN

b |

)

visit their children regardless of which
parent has custody. But after divorce,
the couple is no longer related and
must resume their pre-marital status.
Hence, the ex-wife should wear Hijab in
front of her ex-husband and not be
alone with him. Communication with
the children should be done with
extreme care and discretion. Both par-
ties must be aware that their former inti-
macy ends with the divorce, and that
any sexual relationship thereafter is
unlawful (Haram).

Since many women can perform
many tasks just as well as or even bet-
ter than men, why are they still con-
sidered inferior?

This idea is not Islamic. Allah creates
both, and both are equal in His sight.
Given this, how can they be inferior in
society or in the sight of men? Allah
says: “O people, We created you from a
male and a female and made you into
groups and tribes so that you may know
each other. The noblest of you in Allah’s
sight are the most righteous among
you” (49:13). According to Islam, men
and women complement each other as
equal members of society having delin-
eated duties and responsibilities. There
are some differences in their social roles,
but these do not make one superior to
the other.

Some people misinterpret: “Men are
the managers of women'’s affairs because
Allah has made some to excel the oth-
er..” (4:34). This does not say that all
men are better than all women, but only
that the husband is responsible for tak-
ing care of his wife and children. It does
not say that every man is a caretaker of
every woman. Nor does not proclaim a
husband’s spiritual, moral, or intellectu-
al excellence over his wife; rather, itmen-
tions his physical strength and capabili-
ties, which he must use to protect and
provide for his family.

of the People of the Book is lawful
unto you and yours is lawful unto
them. (Lawful unto you in marriage)
are (not only) chaste women who are
believers, but chaste women among
the People of the Book, revealed
before your time, when ye give them
their due dowers, and desire chastity,
not lewdness, nor secret intrigues. If
any one rejects faith, fruitless is his
work, and in the Hereafter he will be
in the ranks of those who have lost
(all spiritual good)” (5:5).

This is only permission. According to
some jurists, it is permissible for those
who are living in a Muslim state. How-
ever, it is Makruh for those who are liv-
ing in a non-Muslim state. Also, if there
is a fear that a person may lose his faith
or become weak in his faith because of
such a marriage, or if he fears that he

will not be able to raise his chil
according to Islam, then it 15 H
for him to get involved in :-;ucﬁ
riage.
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Income and Amana Growth Funds. The Pro-
nds that you may want to consider before you
formation about the Funds by calling Saturna

- L Invest. You may obtain the Prospectus an
E Capital Corporation at (888) 73-AMANA, or accessing our website (www.saturna.com/amana).

es: Amana Income seeks current income and preservation

_ment Strategi
n middle an

es: Amana Income invests primarily in dividend-paying companies,
d smaller-size companies expected to grow earnings and stock prices

.. sts i . 3 . . .. 0 .
Those who wish to MATTY Wome m:oﬂ stocks. Investment decisions are made in accordance with Islamic rehgl?us principles.
from among the People of Lhe Mgy wTo mpanics and generally follow a value style approach to investing. Additional informati

should make sure that:

The woman is chaste and of
character.

She is willing to keep the househole
pure in keeping with Islamic requiy
ments, such as no alcoholic drinks
pork, etc. J

| She will cooperate with her hush;
in raising their children :Lcco'rdin'-g
Islam. -
U Both marriage and the divorce will g
according to Islamic law.
Without these pre-conditions,
should not enter into such a relati
ship. B

Is it permissible for 2 Muslim male to
marry a woman from amongst the
People of the Book, meaning Jews or
Christians. Allah says in the Qur'an:
“This day are (all) things good and
pure made lawful unto you. The food

i
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offers the best

selection of Islamic . 2
Garments for you
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call now for a FREE
color Catolog e

1 800 396 1119

aictes: The Funds’ total return, like common stocks generally,
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sestrict the Funds’ a
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!wi maximiz

i 0/98). During the period depicted
Bn calendar quarter was +62.7% (quarter ended 12/31/99) and the lowest return

quarter was -14.5% (quarter ended 6/30/00).

] shareowner reports, Over the phone, and on our website.

the risk that you may {ose money. The smaller and less seasoned companie

¢ current income because reserves remain in cash.

o ce: The table and bar chart to the right provide an indication of the
+ 0 in Amana Income and Amana Growth. Table information is presented for
n’ ten years for the Income Fund and since inception for the C:‘rrowth Fund.
i stock market indexes are included for performance compa..rlsons. Thfase
indexes reflect no operating costs ot Islamic principles. During the period
\the bar chart, the highest return for Amana Income in a calendar quarter was

+ ended 3/31/91) and the lowest return for a quarter was -7.50% (quarter
in the bar chart, the highest return for Amana

Expenses: There are no sales charges or transaction fees on purchases,

ot ons, or dividend reinvestments. The tables below illustrate the fees and expenses
you buy and hold Amana Tncome and Amana Growth shares. The expenses shown

g May 31, 2000. The expenses are deducted from the assets of each Fund, and

E| ﬂ [S | ,E{ R 1“ E BL tler “Annual Fund Operating Expenses” are based on operating expenses for the fiscal
FLEC

SEL

u !ﬁ N 05‘ |SI-A' n‘:crly by shareowners. The table entitled “Example of Shareowner Fees” is
CLOTHIN G IS HER F iided to help you compare the cost of investing in the Amana Funds with the cost of

. NG S 3 inother funds. It illustrates the hypothetical expenses you might incur over vari-
ods if you invest $10,000 in Amana Income and Amana Growth, respectively. This
assumes both of the Funds provide a respective return of 5% a year, and that
expenses remain the same.

Dividend Information: Daily Fund prices are carried in major newspapers
on electronic systems (symbols AMANX and AMAGX), available by calling

"-AMANA (26262), and accessible online at www.saturna.com. Dividends are

nnually at the end of May and November. Capital gains, if any, are distributed

in December. Dividends are automatically reinvested, but remain subject to tax.

‘and Selling Shares: The minimum initial purchase amount is $100 (825 for

plans), Investments are normally made by check or bank transfer (ACH).

sell all or a portion of your shares on any business day by phone, by mail, or by
fer. You may exchange shares to another Amana Fund. Other forms may be

or 1 860 633 1427
fax: 1-860-633-7[_'89

Call now to order,
custom-made uniforms
for the school year 1__{;91

RAHMAN IMPORTS

)
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Ent Adviser: Saturna Capital Corporation, Bellingham, WA, has served as the
it adviser and administrator since 1989. Nicholas Kaiser, MBA, CFA, president
Capital, has been the portfolio manager for both Funds since 1989. Under an
With Saturna Capital Corporation and Amana Mutual Funds Trust, the Figh
fN_O'Th America, Leesburg, VA, has served as Shari’ah Consultant for both
€€ January 2000. Similarly, the Islamic Society of North America, Plainfield, IN,
4 Member Services Consultant since January 2000.

Dress [slamically with Modesty

P.0.Box 1127
Glastonbury, CT 06033
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Available: Saturna Capital provides a number of free services to Amana share-
CI?d’ng telephone assistance, exchange between funds, website, systematic pur-
“Withdrawal plans, and retirement plans.

bility to invest in certain stocks and market sectors, such as financial comp
e the risk of loss during market declines. Because Islamic principles precly

will fluctuate within a wide range. Only consider inv 1d ;
s in Amana Growth have greater risk of price volatility. Islamic
anies and fixed income securities. This may limit

de the use of interest paying instruments, the

of capital. Amana Growth seeks long-term capital appreciation.

which are expected to have more stable stock prices.
faster than the economy. The Funds invest only in
The Funds diversify their investments across
ion about investments and performance is included

esting in the Funds if you are

Annual Total Returns )

1991 pilis ]
1992 L e
Amana income
1993 Amana Growth
1994
1995 BA%
1996
1997
1998
1999
 t———
AT
2000
Average Annual Total Returns
(vears ended December 31, 2000)
1 YEAR 5 YEARS 10 YEARS
Amana Income: 3.89% 12.51% 11.69%
SapP 500: -9.10% 18.30% 17.43%
Amana Growth: -14.48% 19.67% 17.81%"
Russell 2000: -2.92% 10.40% 10.53%"

_J

Annual Fund Operating Expenses, Amana Funds )

Management Expenses: .95% 95%
12b-1 Distribution Fee: .00% 00%
Other Expenses: .60% .50%
Total Fund Operating Expenses:  1.55% 1.45%

Example of Shareholder Fees, Amana Funds

Income Growth

Income:
Growth:

1YEAR 3 YEARS 5YEARS 10 YEARS
$165 $512 $913 $2079
$154 $487 $854 $1943

S

Please see reverse side for application.
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 Other | | DD‘DDD DDDD ‘ ! ed for home-schooling to IN FRESNO, CALIFORNIA Islamic School of San Diego

Indicate name of corporation, organization or fiduciary capacity. If a trust, include Tax ID Number B . ~ EKING QUALIFIED 7050 Eckstorm Avenue

name(s) of trustees and date of trust instruments (corporate resolution and/or trust = August 2001 in the state of IS SE San Diogo, CA 92111
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MUSLIM AMERICANS RUSH RELIEF TO EARTHQUAKE HIT MUSLIM INDIANS. By Shafath Syed

he saying that lucky people are

in the right place at the right

time found another manifes-

tation for the committee mem-

bers of ISNA Indian Muslim
Relief Committee (IMRC) who were in
the right place to offer solace and sup-
port to a calamity-hit community.

The IMRC team, comprising Execu-
tive Director Manzoor Ghori and board
members Haseeb Rizvi and Zafar Shaikh,
arrived in Madras on January 26 to con-
duct research for the recenﬂy acquired
Jahangirabad Educational Institute.
They woke up to a rude reality. Little did
Shaikh know that the coming events
would change his life forever.

He was woken up with a call from
Chicago that an earthquake had rocked
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Gujarat. Immediately after, his wife called
from California, frantic for news of her
family in Ahmedabad, where the death
and destruction had taken place.

Soon, Shaikh, a team of IMRC work-
ers, and Jamat-¢ Islami Hind relief work-
ers headed toward different camps in the
most affected areas of Gujarat. Despite
the heartbreaking pain of the Muslim
families around them, they were able to
see to the task—providing earthquake
victims with desperately needed emer-
gency relief.

Amidst the ruins of once-thriving
towns, they saw Muslim relief workers
providing food, medicine, and blankets
to the homeless. One of the images that
still haunt Shaikh is of a family carrying
the dead body of a young child—wailing,

vet they had no tears. Shaikh saw bodies
so badly decomposed that relief workers:
had no choice but to douse them in gaso=

line and burn them on the spot instea
of burial.

Shaikh recounts an instance where
an Indian government official, instead @

giving the assigned cash relief of LOYH
Indian rupees (US$30) per family, gave
only half of that amount and pocketﬂd
the rest. This situation, he adds, was cor
rected when a local Muslim worker ¢hal
lenged the official. Shaikh says that this
is an example of what happens when :1
Muslim population is unedm:a[ed ?m_r
has no one to help them fight for thet
rights. _

In certain areas, days passed with D‘;
government aid because the g¢ wwernmen

i PATCHING SHATTEREL

A

(feft) IMRC distributed
kitchen kits to families in
Bhuj. These kits provide the
pasics for food preparation
and cooking. (right) An
earthquake victim receives
medical aid. Emergency
medical aid was given to
thousands of injured victims.
(below) Children survey the
ruins of their former homes
and schools. Entire villages
were destroyed in worst
earthquake in India 's history.

Q_fficials were either on vacation or more

fggctﬁznegowilth .the}ilr own sit'uation, leav-

b Iﬁm{)—li 31) e L(.?’t _Te mercy O.f non-gov-
nm aid workers, says Shaikh.

~ Thepl ight of Muslim Indians was fur-

MIEE compounded by the religiously

'd;lted Hindu caste system where
ef and mercy were rationed accord-
10 birth and social status. This was
HIEE compounded by the increasing

; ophobia in India,
ﬂny ﬁ?eff‘]’\ ‘1.'.*%:11 as Mus_lim Alln_eric_anvs
h.hmbellt ves with their families, 1t 15
BCiT Fel]oy lIl-llm-?- tl?c_m to !‘ememl)er
Withou, e }!}1111.\ in lndla. who are
Beeds m er, food, and basic human

: Yed is 3 California-based marketing executive

What you can
do to help

4. Donate generously to provide the earthquake victims
with life-saving supplies. Your donation of $1,000 will
build a permanent home for family of five, $5,000 will
build a Masjid and School or adopt a village for $25,000.

2. Spread the word about this tragedy among family and

friends.

3. Provide continuous support. This is a long-term effort.

Please send your tax-deductible donation to:
IMRC of ISNA, 800 San Antonio Road, Suite #1
Palo Alto, CA 94303-4616

Phone: (650) 856-0440
email: imrcofisna@aol.com
www.imrcofisna.com

EARTHQUAKE DAMAGE
® 30,000-100,000 Dead

® Entire villages destroyed
® Tens of thousands homeless
m Devastation totals $5.5 Billion

CURRENT IMRC RELIEF
EFFORTS

» 5 emergency centers currently operating
in Bhuj, Malia, Anjar, Samkhiyali, Limbdi,
Mailya and Miyana by the Jamate Islami

» 13,700 Muslim families live in these
villages. 450 volunteers, not including the
104 doctors treating approximately 2,000
patients per day

» As of Feb 3, 8,600 blankets, 9,200 kitchen
kits and $58,695 worth of clothing have been
distributed

» Daily 8,000 victims are being fed at a cost
of 50 cents per person per day

SHORT-TERM IMRC
EARTHQUAKE RELIEF GOALS
» Raise $250,000 to continue current
relief efforts

» Provide immediate food, clothing, and
temporary shelter to victims

» Provide medical aid to the injured

LONG-TERM IMRC EARTHQUAKE
RELIEF GOALS

» Raise at least $1,500,000 from IMRC to
bring some victims’ lives back to some level
of normalcy

» Rebuild Masijids, homes and schools

» Provide job placement to victims

» Provide legal assistance in filing claims
from the government

» Provide medical rehabilitation to the
injured

» Provide assistance to orphans and widows
» Coordinate the efforts of various Islamic
organizations to maximize efficiency and
speed
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ISLAM IN AMERICA

AI-TURABI SEES
MUSLIM AMERICANS IN
A UNIQUE SITUATION
T0 PROVIDE
INSPIRATION TO THE
MUSLIM WORLD

MUSLI

DR. HASSAN AL-TURABI
INTERVIEW BY ESA SYEED

Dr. Hasan al-Turabi was arrested
by the Sudanese military government on
Feb. 21, on allegations of making an
"alliance with the Sudan
People's Liberation Army (SPLA)."
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uslim America has undergone a quantum change, says Dr
Hassan Abdullah al-Turabi, leader of Sudan’s Islamie |
movement, since he first visited here many years ago. The
scene confronting him then was one of immigrants try-
ing to disappear, conceal their identity and enter main-
' stream society, get the Green Card and the green light'
into America. On the other hand, the Black Power African-Americans were véry
racial, and some embraced Islam only to make an anti-White America state nent.

During the course of his several visits, he saw Muslim America (.lt‘\‘t_'}npil‘lgé
On his last visit, 1993, he says that for the first time he had access not only t-;i
Muslims but also to whites and American society generally. He could see that
Islam was making progress in America.

A new generation of Muslims has been born in America, says the 66-year ald
al-Turabi. They cannot look back, like those who were hostages of their history
and thus divided in terms of race, historical divisions, mystic order, or leg'il :
school. “You are not born to your choice of parents or place. You are Ame ricans
who will live here and realize your values and spirit, and share it with others:
This is your country, and you have common interests with the others, Muslim of
non-Muslim. Therefore, spread the message of Islam, for Islam is not for Mus:
lims alone,” reminds Dr. al-Turabi.

“When I first arrived in America and identified myself as a Muslim, I didn’t feel
that there was a negative response. It is only very lately after Iraq, that some Amer
icans have started to associate Islam negatively. Compared to that, when I first went
to France as a student, there was hardly anyone called a Muslim. I was all aloné
and looked for someone I could recognize, just someone to associate with.”

The Sorbonne graduate reminisces: “When we set up, for the first ime, a st
dent organization [in France], we had to approach the council of ministers for
a decree. This was not North America or England. It was very difficult! Ac! uallys

Racond Annual ISNA Community
Deyelopment Conference

ciday April 13-Sunday 15, 2001
ngton Park Sheraton
jngton Heights, 1L
RAM FOR MUSLIM COMMUNITY
ERS, IMAMS AND ACTIVISTS
Jssues of Nonprofit Organizations

m Lo, tax and liability issues of nonprofit

|' Iotgﬂ.nli“.liiﬂl'lﬁ
am Development and
| ‘ Management
|\ & Crealing and camying thrqugh projects using
||:| pstiblished skills to plan. implement and evaluate
L vents
| el ples of Counseling
Il @ fskimic paradigms on counseling
‘Palitical & Grassroots Activism
" @ Increasing political awareness and participation
‘ it the local level
Il m Leglissues relating to nonprofits becoming
I|I active in the political arena Fundraising
@ Principles and techniques of fundraising
i = Diseloping an effective year round fund-raising
. pro
Ul Tnformation Technology
|l w Utilizing contemporary information technology to
| | enhance Islamic organization’s functions and
I| [ programs
Huntan Resource Management
I‘ m Administrating organizational staff effectively
8 Deviloping a volunteer base
|' I W Molivating community members and staff
Board Development
il B Roles and responsibilities of board members
‘m Developing effective decision making skills
[_!'tlm_ie's%ic Violence
# [dentifying cases of domestic violence
Il = Responding to cases of domestic violence in
i Muislim families in an 1slamic manner
H (Figh of Minorities
il ™ Principles and methods for arriving at Fatawa in
|

| aminority community

||‘ | PROGRAM FOR MYNA AGED MUSLIM YOUTH
| (;:N__T)ﬁa 18 YEARS OF AGE)
’ _;,::lilt’n'tifying the needs of local youth

i|. : Sttting a Jocal youth organization

- Gitating and funding a program
- Balancing Decn and Duniya

FROGRAM FOR COLLEGE-AGE MUSLIM YOUTH

L Blamc i i
. perspectives on leadership
‘ 2 'fﬂa.m bullding
_5- Conflict Resolusion
‘i Networling
| 3 Program Development

Second Annual ISNA
Education Forum

Friday, April 13-15, 2001
Arlington Park Sheraton
Arlington Heights, 1L

The ISNA Community Development Department
presents its second annual Education Forum
for administrators and teachers of North
American Islamic schools.

PROGRAM TOPICS FOR TEACHERS:

m Building the Islamic identity in our students
(The Tarbiyah Approach)

m Differentiation of Instruction
(Arabic/Islamic Studies/General Subjects)

m Teaching Arabic as a second language

m Teaching social studies and literature from
an Islamic perspective
Techniques in teaching Arabic to the
reluctant learner
Islamic studies curricula: challenges and
solution
Teaching science from an Islamic
perspective

PROGRAM TOPICS FOR
ADMINISTRATORS/BOARD MEMBERS:

m Legal issues facing Islamic schools

@ Current issues in Islamic school governance

m Strategic planning: A road map to success
for Islamic schools

@ Effective board/administrative relationships

m Board member’s guide to educational issues
and practices

BREAK-OUT SESSIONS WILL BE FOCUSED ON:
m Computers and the Internet as a resource in
our schools
m Teacher evaluation as 2 tool for building
professionalism
Effective communication among ll the
players
The Tarbiyah Project: Its history, rationale
and programs
Implementing the Tarbiyah Project in your

¢ iformation, please contact: 317-839-8157 ext. 804
_'_317-8_39-1 840 or visit our wehsite at www.isna.net

ISNA Community Development
Conferences for 2001

» Second Annual Community Development Forum
DATE: 4/13-15, 2001 PLACE: Chicago, IL

» Second Annual Education Forum
DATE: 4/13-15, 2001 PLACE: Chicago, lilinois

» Second Annual Conference on Islamic
Perspectives on Counseling
DATE: 6/22-24, 2001 PLAGE: ISNA HQ, Plainfield, Indiana

» Fifth Annual Islam in America
DATE: 6/29-7/1, 2001 PLACE: Indianapolis, Indiana

» Fourth Annual Conference on Islam
in American Prisons
DATE: 6/29-7/1, 2001 PLACE: Indianapolis, Indiana

» Second Annual Conference on Islam Among Lati-
no Americans
DATE: 6/29-7/1, 2001 PLACE: Indianapolis, Indiana

» Conference on Muslim Refugees in America
DATE: 6/29-7/1, 2001Indianapolis, Indiana

» Conference on Islamic Calendar
DATE: 6/29-7/1, 2001 PLACE: Indianapolis, Indiana

» Second International Conference on
the Economics of Zakah
DATE: 6/29-7/1, 2001 PLACE: Indianapolis, Indiana

» Conflict Resolution Training Conference
DATE: 7/20-22, 2001 PLAGE: ISNA HQ, Plainfield, Indiana

» Second Annual Conference on
Domestic Violence
DATE: 10/5-7, 2001 PLACE: ISNA HQ, Plainfield, Indiana

» Figh Training Seminar
DATE: 10/19-21, 2001 PLACE: ISNA HQ, Plainfield, Indiana

Advertise in
ISLAMIC HORIZONS
(703) 742-8108

Fax: 703 742-8677
islamichorizons@goibsmail.com
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ISNA 2001
CONFERENCES

REGISTRATION FORM

|z

Community Development Conference and Education Forum

(Organizations must renew their 2001 affiliation with ISNA to receive the registration discount)
Please submit one registration form per person

Name

Last First

' Brother/Sister:
Profession:

Position: (1 Imam O3 Community Leader (O Activist [ Teacher

[l Double (1 bed)

) Administrator Board Member [J Other

Home Address:
5 -
treet City Statc  Postal Code

Home Phone: Home Fax:

Email Address:

Name of your Organization:

Street Address:

Street City State  Postal Code

Organization Phone: Fax:

........................................................................... Srscasesana dlscount)
L‘ISecondAnnual ]?!{I}Eommunity Development Conference 357500 ............... $15000
D S_g_c_t_)_nld__A_r_l_n_uaI ISNA Education Forum $75OO ................... $150 OO IIIII
Total §

*Non-Aﬁ!'Iiate organizations fan become affiliates for $300 a year and receive free
subscription to Horizons for all their members, Plus, a discount rate for all ISNA conferences,

PAYMENT METHOD

Card type Card#
ExpirationDate / /

Signature

7 1 will be paying by check mailed to ISNA, Check # P 0. Box 38, Plainfield, IN 46168
* No registration will be confirmed without payments.

* Registration can be faxed to ISNA at 317-839-1840

HOUSING FORM

HOTEL INFORMATION
Arlington Park Sheraton
3490 West Euclid Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL 60005

B Reservations must be made on this Housing form and
must be sent along with your registration form.

B Rooms are assigned on a first-come-first-serve basis,
ROOM TYPE (CHECK ONE):

_ Phone: (847) 394-2000
Ll Double/Double (2 beds/2 persons) )

Hotel Rate: $45 per night plus tax

» Nearest Airport: 0'Hare International » For Driving Directions: Call 8&?—394—2.[150” N

.. }Iali?a.i.tinn_- 11 Mites Morthwest of 0'Hare Intarnational Airport, 30 Miles Northwest from Downtown Chicago

For more information, please contact: ISHA Community Development Department

Phone: 317-839-8157 ext. 232 = Fax: 317-839-1840 = www.isna.net

FDUCAT

A private elementary sch
Rogkford. ILis seekinﬂnl 1
full-time certified teachers,

Candidates must be fluent i i
and eligible to work i tl:leEl;ISg,hs'I

We offer competitive sala
health, and other fringe beneﬁ'ts
PLEASE SEND RESUME To,

Recruiting Officer
Fax: (815) 397-1681
E-mail; kisiddiqui@uic.edy

."h’_

IMAM
NEEDE&

Islamic Society of Delaware (Newa; i, DE)
seeks a full-time Imam lo serve as 3 teachan of
Islamic Studies for the community,

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS:
Must be Hafiz ul Qur'an; Must possess formal ljaza
in Shari'ah; Overall understanding of the 4 schools of
thought; Fluent in English and Arabic; knowledge of
Urdu helpful; Must have ability i teach

Please send resume and salary requirements to:
Masjid Ibrahim, 28 Salem Church Rd
Newark, DE 19713

Or fax (302) 455-1000, (302) 765-3544

(I T T T T Y Y
The Islamic Society of North America
Announces its

First Islamic
Film Festival

To be held at the 39th Annual
Convention in Washington, D.C.
August 30 - September 2, 2002

CALL FOR ISLAMIC FILMS
Documentary, Historical, Family, Cartoon,
Drama, Religious Educational, ect...

Time frame: maximum thirty (30) minutes
Format: VHS
Submission DEADLINE: June 30, 2001
ISNA, Islamic Film Festival - DC
PO Box 38, Plainfield, IN 46168

For more information, contact ISNA‘at:
Phone: 317-839-8157 Ext. 227
Fax: 317-839-1840

www.isna.net

iyl However, they tell me now
peviving in France. The students
Islamized, and they are trying to
to their fellow students. And
ellow students are supposed to be
< who in fact do not know any-
‘il:'m’ut their own Catholicism. Thus,
apen 1o ideas if you approach
Sntelligently,” he aflc_is.
{f{d not think thatitis only a dream,
there is a possibility not only for
¢a to be Islamized, but also in fact
L 10p as the role model of Islam,”
W Turabi.
5-3;}'5 he would not be surprised if
e gp'ren(lﬁ in America or a European
antry and becomes a role model.

‘diversity in America. America, like
| the only Arab-African country, is
S diverse society. Muslim Americans
suld cast themselves as good role mod-
‘al-Turabi emphasizes. The Qur’an
Muslims they are chosen to become

lie imams—Ilcaders and role models,
lhey should be the first people who form
ch power out of diversity. Muslims
d enhance their outreach efforts if
ireally believe they are entrusted with
& Divine Message of Islam and are sin-

. He points out that declaring this or
WAl as “inficle]” has its origins in early
iirch culture. The world is not black or
L, for there are many grays and colors
(Between. [nstead of trying to isolate or
: ‘;llate themselves from perceived infi-
tels or their ways, Muslims need to reach
“Ifyou i1 not ready to shed your para-
# 80 back to that world where such an
Fude is often acceptable.
3 ﬂe says that if the challenge of diver-
’!Y__ls. not reaching you, travel for it. Go
1l1Ve somewhere where there are few
Slims, Involve yourself in their lives,
W yoursclf to them, greet them in
€€, and decal with them honestly and
ly, Thi:S will bring them closer to Islam.
e {Ul‘Habl knows a great deal about the
i € speaks English and French flu-
e and understands German. Having
b}n:c{i- an Islamic education in his
3 atit()l:]!- m eastel:n Sl}dan, he stpdled
§55 e artoum University, graduatingin
" rom there, he went on to study for

a master’s degree in London, which he
completed in 1957. He then wrote his
doctoral thesis at the Sorbonne in Paris
on the place of emergency powers within
a liberal democracy.

Planning Works. He says that believers
in the Hereafter must know how to plan
effectively. But just as most Islamic move-
ments do not plan, most Muslim coun-
tries neither plan nor look forward. He
says that once Muslims start planning and
plan for Allah, He will plan for them.

The other important factor is self-crit-
icism. Most Muslim societies shy away
from critical accounts of alearned person
or leader. Instead of revising history, Mus-
lim societies should see them as human
beings. Pointing out that this tendency is
universal, he calls for selfcriticism to be
made part of one’s personal education
(Tarbiyah).

Dr. al-Turabi, founder of the National
Islamic Front and the Arab and Islamic

| do not think that it is only a dream, but there
a possibility not only for America to be Islamized, but also
in fact to develop as the role model of Islam.

Congress, relates that Islamic movements
first stressed the need for principled pol-
itics, an Islamic constitution, and the asso-
ciation of Islam and the state. However,
they gradually realized that they had
ignored the economy, assuming that it
was separate from religious life. Similarly,
they avoided the cultural sphere—art and
music was left for the devil. The devil is
expanding in the media, and Muslims are
moving away from the media, trying to
escape from this challenge.

Other areas were left for the devil. For
instance, there is no recognition of the
right of the weak, even the physically
weak, or the importance of sports. Should
we go and play without religion and then
come back, become very religious, and sit
in our place? No. Islam is everywhere,
even in the playing field. What do you feel
when you score a goal, or when one is
scored against you? Do you cheat? Is it
religious or is it just about soccer and not
getting caught?

What about international relations?
Does only another Islamic movement mat-
ter? Should we go to Asia and join with an
Islamic group in Malaysia or Pakistan and
forget the rest? No. We should associate
with everybody, because whether in
Makkah or Madinah, Prophet Muham-

mad (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) lived
among Muslims and non-Muslims. The
Qur’an talks about living in this world, for
this world is always drawing closer to us.
There is no exclusive club for Muslims.
Even if you live in a 100 percent Muslim
population, the radio, Internet, and tele-
vision constantly send messages into your
private world.

Muslim Americans and the Muslim
World. Muslim Americans can share their
expertise with the Muslim world in all
areas of life—from economics to science,
to sports and culture. They can invest in
Muslim lands and serve in the transfer of
technology. He cites the example of Chi-
nese-Americans who invested in China
and completely transformed southern
China. He stresses that besides lobbying
their government, Muslim Americans
need to invest in Muslim countries.

He says that when Sudan looks for
investors, regardless of size, it receives no
response from Muslim Americans, although
even a small company can enter the field,
get financing from America and expertise
from somewhere else. The
poor country can give raw
materials and labor, and
Muslim Americans can pro-
vide technical expertise. When combined
with investment from rich Muslim states,
whose funds are invested in the West,
great progress can be made.

Even if someone is boycotting us offi-
cially, he says, let’s forget about politics
and talk business.

Controversy in Sudan. The real con-
troversy concerns outlining the funda-
mental rules of building a Muslim state.
The most important factor here is the
social contract with the people, which is
included within the constitution, which
in itself is a bond. Rulers are bound by it
because they swear upon it.

Most Muslim countries limit their cit-
izens’ freedom, even though Madinah
under the Prophet did not restrict free
civil discourse for Muslims—people
could even criticize the Prophet.

If Islam does not close our minds, we
close them ourselves. The Qur’an tells us
in every other verse to think, ponder, and
meditate. However, Muslim rulers demand
that we keep our minds closed.

We want to be a key part of society, but
the rulers reject us. Muslims must realize
that Shura (consultation) is a binding
necessity. Even when a society collective-
ly decides by 2 or 3 percentage points, the
decision is absolutely binding. B

Esa Syeed, a Plainfield, IN, high schoo! student, interviewed Dr. al-Turabi
exclusively on behalf of Islamic Horizons in Khartoum, Sudan
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Figh Council of > .
North Americs

ISNA Making Strides in Community Development throy

SNA kicked off a new era develop-
ment by launching the Community
Development Department (CDD) in
Year 2000. As ISNA’s outreach to the
grassroots level, CDD provides a
forum where Muslims can cooperate
through networking, hands-on train-
ing seminars, and informative conferences.

CDD’s most visible output has been its
series of conferences and hands-on training
seminars, The 8 conferences held during
2000 drew just under 1,000 participants rep-
resenting over 38 U.S. swtes, 5 Canadian
provinces, and international guests. Most
conferences were held at the ISNA head-
quarters in Plainfield, IN to allow commu-
nity leaders, imams, and other activists to
meet the ISNA staff and community.

“By holding conferences at ISNA head-
quarters, we have really been able to reach
out to the participants. Not only are we pro-
viding them with a wealth of information
and resources, but we have also made them
realize that ISNA is approachable and open
to share and contribute new ideas to the
Muslim Ummah,” comments CDD director
Shariq Siddiqui.

Conferences topics included commu-
nity development, education, counseling,
Figh training, domestic violence, Zakah,
the Islamic Calendar, an Arabic and Islam-
ic Studies Teacher Training program, and
a Conflict Resolution Training seminar, Dr.
Taha Jabir Al-Alwani, Abdullah Idrees Al
and Dr. Thsan Bagby were among the speak-
ers. In addition, each participant received
useful resource materials. For example,
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participants in the Interna-
tional Economics of Zakah
conference received a
complimentary copy of the
brochure “A Basic Guide
to Contemporary Islamic
Banking and Finance,”
and Islamic Banking and
Finance: The Concept, The
Practice, and The Challenge,
from the ISNA Islamic
Banking and Finance Con-
ference Series (ed. Dr.
Imtiazuddin Ahmad). Oth-
er helpful texts include
Tax Laws for Religious Organizations and
Towards a Better Islamic Center.

Reaching Out. Technology plays an impor-
tant part in effective networking. For exam-
ple, the domestic violence conference cre-
ated an e-mail listserv that promotes events
and opportunities to contribute to solving
such problems within the Muslim commu-
nity. Each conference was videotaped and
made accessible through the ISNA website.

In addition, the Internet enables the
information delivered at the conferences to
be spread further. The conferences and
seminars on Figh training, domestic vio-
lence, conflict resolution, and the symposia
on Zakah and the Islamic calendar were
webcast live on www.isna.net, generating a
colossal number of hits overall. CDD, real-
izing that such information must be avail-
able at all times, is creating a highly effective
website that will allow access to conference

The fellowship provides
an excellent opportunity
for Muslim Americans who
want to strengthen their
commitment and service
to the American Islamic
community, and gain
knowledge and experience
in the management of
non-profit organizations.
— Dr. Edward Queen

videos, download handouts

from conference sessions,
and host all future confer-
ence webcasts.

Another goal is imple-
menting a strong affiliations
program that will bring
schools, mosques, and
Islamic centers under the
ISNA umbrella as organiza-
tional members.

Shama Farooq, ISNA Fel-
low in-charge of affilia-
tions, enumerates the ben-
efits: “It connects Islamic
organizations to ISNA, and the entire pop-
ulation of the affiliate receives free sub-
scriptions to Islamic Horizons, keeping the
community well informed on Islamic coms
munity lifé in North America. In addifon.
discounts on services at ISNA are oft‘crf:{i-"‘

This has helped to strengthen Muslim
community ties across North America. With
currently around 200 affiliates, CDI) looks
to increase its numbers in 2001.

Nurturing Human Resources. A major Year
2000 project was strengthening the ISNAFel:
lowship Program in Non-Profit Manage:
ment. Now in its second year, the programis
an integral ISNA element that seeks i
empower intelligent and vibrant Mushm
leaders, most of whom are recent colIe?._.’B
graduates. Fellows attend gradu;ut—lc;]ﬂc
classes on nonprofit management :1t‘t o
prestigious Indiana University Genter ©

Philanthropy in Indianapolis, and interm =

hours a week at ISNA headquarters. The fel-

Jlowship lasts for about one school year, and

participants receive 16 hours of graduate-lev-

@l credit and a $7,500 stipend. Fellows fill
poéir.ions in almost every ISNA departmept
and receive professional training in fundrais-
ing, marketing, conference, and convention
organization.

ISNA strives to maintain a diverse selec-
tion of fellows. The class of 1999-2000
included 6 students from 5 countries, and
‘the class of 2000-01 includes 3 students
either born or raised in America from vari-
ous ethnic backgrounds.

“The fellowship provides an excellent

- Opportunity for Muslims, particularly Mus-

im Americans, who want to strengthen
_t.hei'i' commitment and service to the Amer-
ican Islamic community, as well as gaining

..knowledge and experience in the manage-
ent of nonprofit organizations,” states Dr.
Fﬂ\s‘ard Queen, director of the program. He
SMIGO author of Serving Those in Need, a book
dedicared 10 m:umgilig faith-based organi-
ZAtions,

%lﬂping the Fature. With the success of
2900 behind i, CDD hopes to improve and
Suild upor, iy previous success. Planning for
2001 begay, during Ramadan. Inereased
Participation js expected for next year's con-
Erences an training seminars, which will
(’-I'_:abje 4 greater outreach o North Ameri-
S0 Musliy, communities.

Our cducational and training pro-
Blams gy clesi gned to strengthen our peo-
Ple ang create awareness. This will surely

help to identify the issues and needs of grass-
roots organizations and individuals, and
pave the way for establishing a stronger,
more well-organized Muslim community in
this country. We have taken the first step,
and I am sure, with the help of Allah (Sub-
hanahu wa Ta‘ala), this will prove to be a suc-
cessful one,” states Basharat Saleem, Com-
munity Development Coordinator. o

He adds that the Muslim community is
growing and gaining a stronger identity, and
Islamic institutions and organizations must
support each other in spreading Islam.
Almost every major metropolis has one or
more Islamic centers. The U.S. alone has
3,200 centers. The Islamic center must
remain a central part of North America’s
Muslim communities.

He hopes that the millennium’s first
decade also will show a greater growth in the
number of Islamic schools.

To ensure that these institutions are
used properly, CDD has outlined some
future goals:

m To further the cause of women and youth
on the boards of Muslim institutions

m To help create a stronger belief in trans-
parency and record-keeping B

m To foster a stronger accountability to the
community )

B To help create training and information
resources

The Community’s Continuation. Develop-
ment conferences will seek to build upon the
advances realized in 2000. In 2001, there will
be 12 wraining seminars and conferences on

tengthening the Grassroots. By Aliya Anjum Khan

Programs and Activites: /SNA
conferences draw a diverse group of
Muslim leaders and communily
membes. Conferences are videotaped
and simultaneously cast live on the
internet; (this page, left) ISNA fellows study
at Indiana University Center of
Philanthropy; (opposite page, right) Shariq
Siddiqui, director of CDD

topics ranging from education to marriage
counseling to Zakah.

The fellowship program and the devel-
opment of the Muslim community’s human
resources will be expanded. Imams, commu-
nity leaders, and activists will use training pro-
grams to develop and enhance their talents.
The fellowship program will add even more
students to the field of nonprofit manage-
ment. As cach year of the fellowship passes,
the Muslim community gains key individuals
who are familiar with academic research in
fundraising, volunteer management, non-
profit reguladon, and other relevant fields.
Their Muslim perspective creates more
human resources for the Muslim communi-
ty. This is of great importance, since t_h.e U.S.
nonprofit sector is one of the strongest in the
world.

With hard work and dedication, the
Muslim community will continue to
progress, The CDD strives 1o enz}ble that
progression. For more information, c‘a.ll
CDD at: (817) 839-8157 Ext 804, or wisit
www.isna.net. @l
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P FROM SLAVERY IN JAMAICA

MUSLIMS ESTABLISH A NEW SOCIETY AFTER EMANCIPATION FROM SLAVERY. By Sultana Afroz

s the sun set in al-Andalus, cast-

ing a veil over 8 centuries of

Islamic rule in 1492, Islam

emerged with the spirit of Jihad

(struggle) in the widely dis-

persed islands of the West
Indies. Andalusian Muslims were among the
discoverers and conquerors of Columbus’
entourage. The importing of Moorish slaves
further increased the Muslim presence in
Jamaica, Their Jihad against the indignity of
slavery took the form of Hijra—the ﬂight
from servitude to establish their faith-based
community. The Marronage initiated by the
Spanish Maroons became the nucleus of
Maroon society in British-occupied Jamaica.

The history of these Muslim Maroons

from al-Andalus and West and sub-Saharan
Affica is an important aspect of the his-
torical study of Jamaica and of Islam in the
Americas—the British recognized their
societies as separate entities beyond
British colonial jurisdiction. These soci-
eties continue to exist even today. The fol-
lowing account seeks to inspire the present
invisible Muslim community to maintain
its Islamic identity in Jamaica’s multicul-
tural and multi-religious society.
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Islam and the vitality of Andalusian civi-
lization could not be contained or extn-
guished by Christian Spain’s policies of
expropriation and despoliation. The Iber-
ian peninsula depended on Islamic science
and technology. Undaunted Andalusian
mariners schooled in Atlantic navigation
were instrumental in Iberia’s discovery and
then domination of the sea routes, Well-trav-
eled Muslim sailors used such instruments
as the globe, astrolabe, pivoted-needle com-
pass, and maps. Fourteenth-century maps
alluding to mythical Atlantic islands—Bren-
dan, St. Ursula, and Brazil—were the works
of Portuguese who had lived with the Moors
in the eighth century. These islands became
common in subsequent maps and inspired
voyages of discovery.

The presence of a Morisco pilot in
Columbus’ lead boat and of several Moor-
ish sailors underscores the dominant role
Muslim mariners played in navigating
through the Atlantic and into the
Caribbean archipelago in 1492, Tn recog-
nition of their seafaring skills, they
remained an integral part of the discovery
and conquest entourage long after
Columbus. Only in 1521 did the Spanish

Crown exclude them because they were
“encouraging” marronage. The Muslim
community begun by the discoverers and
conquerors has survived in Jamaica since
the coming of Columbus.

The import of Moorish slaves into
Jamaica in 1503 helped Islam became
more dominant, for the number of Mus-
lims increased rapidly. They began resist-
ing their subordination and subjugation as
soon as they landed, often by fleeing
(Hijra) servitude and establishing com-
munities based on Islamic traditions in
inhospitable and inaccessible areas. The
presence of 107 free blacks, substantiated
by the Spanish census of 1611, corrobo-
rates the argument that Moorish or free
Negro (Maroon) communities existed
long before the British occupied Jamaica
in 1655. These free Negroes were both
guerilla warriors and farmers. Settled in
the hills stretching from Clarendon and
the Cockpit country of St. Elizabeth and
Trelawny to the Blue Mountain ridges of
St. Thomas in the east, they farmed large
tracts of land. They also introduced aque-
ducts, waterwheels, windmills, and sugar-
cane into Jamaica and the West Indies.

(top) The Spanish Maroons introduced
Waterwheels, such as the one in Tryall
Sugar Estate; (right) Memorial honoring
Cudjow, the Maroon leader

Governance was based on consensual
authority (Shura), as enjoined in the Qur’an
42:38: “And their government is by coun-
sel among themselves.” Maroon councils
even today recognize the importance of
such councils.

These Moorish communities produced
such leaders as Don Christoval Arnaldo de
Ysassi, the Spanish-appointed governor of
Jamaica (1655), and Don Francisco de Ley-
ba, the Spanish lieutenant general of
Jamaica. Both men had a common Moorish
background. Ysassi is a corruption of the
Arabic word ysassa (ruler), while Leyba is
Arabic for “lioness” or “intelligent.”
Although defeated, the defense put up by
_Ys:uisi's small black contingent resulted in
liefl\ﬁ,-' British casualties and questioned
Britain’s hold over Jamaica for almost a year,

African Muslims

Aflg‘l‘ the British occupied Jamaica, these
Societies provided refuge for rebellious
__P]ilma[iun slaves, many of whom were
from the Muslim nations of western and
Sub-Saharan Africa. The B-vear Jihad initi-
ated by such Moorish Maroon leaders as
Yuan de Bola and Yuan de Serras, in

response to repeated British attacks on the
Muslims, ultimately compelled the author-
ities to offer peace and conclude treaties
in 1739 with Cudjoe, the Maroons' leader.
Their territories were recognized as sepa-
rate entities beyond British colonial juris-
diction. The Maroon War (1690-1739)
caused “the expenditure of at least 240,000
pounds, and the enactment of 44 different
laws.”

Cudjoe illustrated his endurance and
conspicuous worship of Allah by prostrat-
ing upon receipt of the peace offer. This
utmost humility in appreciation of the
reward of victory from Allah speaks of the
inherent Arabic meaning of Cudjoe or
Kwadjoe—humbleness. The other Maroons,
following their leader, also prostrated and
further demonstrated their deep adoration
of Allah.

The piety of the historical Maroon
leaders is illustrated by their Arabic names,
which are invariably attributes of Allah:
Ghani (the Self-Sufficient), Quwah (the
Most Strong), and Cuffee (the Sufficient).
Even the names of the earlier Spanish
Maroon leaders, Yuan de Bola and Yuan de
Serras, are derivatives of Arabic terms:

Bola means “the respectable,” and Serras,
a corruption of Sarra, means “happiness.”
The real name of the great hero popularly
called Grandy Nanny—Sarah—resonates
with the Qur’anic name of Prophet
Ibrahim’s wife. The Maroons consider
Sarah (Cudjoe’s sister) the most illustrious
woman who never lost a battle with the
British. Her deep devotion and depen-
dence on Allah to establish human digni-
ty apparently were answered by favors
(Karamat) that were misunderstood and
regarded as obeah.

The First Maroon Treaty, formally con-
cluded on March 1, 1739, begins with “In
the name of God, Amen”—Islam’s Bismil-
lah (In the Name of Allah). Such an intro-
duction to a treaty or contract had no
precedent in Christian Europe.

Oral tradition suggests that the histor-
ical Maroons of Moore Town adopted
Islamic forms (Adab, literally “etiquette”)
of greeting and meeting. These practices
are still considered the official Council
greeting even today, underscoring Moore
Town's authentic Islamic heritage. Such
Qur’anic terms as Deen and Dunya form an
integral part of the vocabulary of some of
Moore Town'’s elderty Maroons. The name
of the town Yallahs, a corruption of Ya
Allah (Oh Allah), signifies the Maroons’
pervasive faith in Islam. Furthermore,
Moore Town, built on land granted by the
British to Grandy Nanny in 1740, appar-
ently is a distortion of the term “Moor.”

The Islamic concept of freedom was the

basis of the Maroon struggle against slavery.
Islam united heterogeneous Maroon com-
munities of Yoruba, Coromantine, Hausa,
Akan, Fulani, and other ethnic groups to
form the Muslim community (Ummah)
apparently to fight the oppressor (bucra).
Bucra, a corruption of the Arabic word
bagarah (cow), often is used to denote peo-
ple who consider fellow human beings to
be on the same level as animals. While plan-
tation owners took comfort in being called
bucra, which they believed meant massa
(master), Maroons and slaves amused
themselves with such mockeries. Self-suffi-
ciency, as Sura al-Bagarah states, prevents
people from seeing that they are spiritually
dead, which was how most Maroons and
slaves saw the plantation owners. Indeed,
the unity of the Maroon Muslims to fight
for the cause of righteousness, piety, and
good conduct is the greatest manifestation
of Tawhid — the Unity of Allah. B

Sultana Afroz, 2 lecturer in history at the University of the West Indies
(Kingston, Jamaica), is warking on a book entitied rnwyrxe_ Yot fnvin-
cible: The History of the Muslim Umarah in-famaica, She did her doc-
tnrate in American history, with a specialization in U.S. foreign palicy
toward Southy Asia, at the University of Kansas

For a comprehensive paper an the Maraons, see “From Moors to Mar-
ronage: The Islamic Histary of the Maroans in Jamaica, Jotirnal of
Muslim Minority Affairs, Vol. 19, No. 2. Octobigr 1399, Photographs by
the author.
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(left) The correlation
between justice and
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{bottom) The Power of
Expression;

(opposite page) Iqra (read)

Photographs by Heini
Schneebeli

Ali Omar Ermes communicates
the personality of Arabic letters.
BY ZAYNEB LATIF

COMMUNICATING through Calligraphy

very Arabic letter has a personality,
says Ali Omar Ermes, a painter who
tries to communicate this personal-
ity from all aspects: sound, shape,
and structure,

Ermes, a Libyan émigré in London, dedi-
cates his work to exploring and expressing Ara-
bic typography

Most of his work comprises Arabic letters
and poems that work in accordance with the
message being conveyed. The resulting artwork
is a graceful expression of the letter in its ideal
form. With Ermes, colors interact musically on the canvas and
are applied in a unique technique of color mixing and appli-
cation.

Ermes’ paintings are dynamically unified by color and com-
municate on many levels of meaning, the first of which is aes-
thetic value. “My paintings show the beauty and elegance of
Arabic calligraphy,” says Ermes.

The artist, a journalist and writer before discovering paint
ing, uses the Arabic alphabet as his main subject to bring the
beauty of artand literature together. His vast library of Arabic lit
erature, poetry, and classical works testifies to his experience and
klmulmlge of Muslims’ Arabic, Islamic, and political heritage.

"My paintings aim to address the Islamic and Arabic iden-
tity in a contemporary light, pushing it into a new way of
understanding. I have tried to evolve Islamic art into a
new form of expression,” he says.

Through his art, he seeks to inform his audience
of social and political issues that concern him, as an
Arab and a Muslim, in the hope that they will become
Interested and engage in dialogue. More ambitiously,
hp wants to revive the Arabs’ and Muslims’ patriotic pas-

Slon and love, to support their trust in their identity and
tradition. His paintings grew out of his perceived idea that
Islam s expression needed to evolve in the eyes of society.

What Is Are?

Born in Libya, Ermes started as a writer. As no
colleges at that time offered Islamic art, he
found 4 passion for poetry. To his dismay, he
gtadually realized that con temporary Arabic

and Islamic artand poetry were mere copies

of Western ideas and techniques. He feels
angry and embarrassed at the lack of self

confidence among Muslim artists, due to the
effects of Americanization and Western attacks
on their religion and culture.

Islamic and Western art are fundamentally dif-
ferent. Ermes, who makes his home in London,
says that contemporary British art has moved
entirely beyond the field from which it origi-
nally came. “British art today is the lack of art,”
Ermes states. “It is an art of protest. It is suici-
dal and exists almost entirely in the negative. It
is self-centered and consequently rides the wave
of sympathy.”

Islamic art revolves around Allah (Subhanahu wa Ta‘ala) . Mus-
lims believe that everything originates from the love of Allah.
Islamic art celebrates this in ceramics, carvings, engravings, archi-
tecture, and all other forms. Calligraphy celebrates the words of
Allah: the Qur’an. It also preaches modesty and humility, where-
as artists in the West are encouraged to shock and provoke.

The thematic subject of traditional Western art has been
the human body, a legacy from classical Greek culture: “The
human being is the measure of all things.” On the other hand,
Islamic art is iconophobic. Islam forbids depictions of the
human body, and so Islamic art is largely abstract and geo-
metrical and therefore innovative.

“Allah has created all that is around us. Why just copy it
again and again? It’s a waste of time, when we can use the

imagination that He has bestowed upon us and create

images and ideas from the vision of our own minds,”
Ermes states.
An accomplished painter, Ermes has the values of
a model Muslim artist. His incredible works mirror his
energy and enthusiasm for celebrating Islam, and his
powerful and yet subtle paintings make you proud to
be a Muslim. =

Reproduced with permission. © The Musfim News, London. Adapted from "Ali Omar Ermes,
a model Muslim artist,” Nov. 24, 2000

My paintings aim to address the Islamic

and Arabic identity in a contemporary

light, pushing it into a new way of
understanding. | have tried to evolve Islamic
art into a new form of expression.
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Allah (Subhanahu wa
Ta’ala) in His infinite Wis-
dom and Mercy has created
Jfor us mates with whom we
may find peace and share
love and mercy. Prophet
Muhammad (salla Allah
alayhi wa sallam) may
Allah grant him eternal
peace, said, “those of you
who can afford to get mar-
ried must marry, for it is
the best protection against
a lustful eye and a strong
shield for your chastity.”
(Bukhari and Muslim).
On another occasion, the
Prophet, peace be upon
him, said that when a man
marries he has fulfilled
half of his duty; so let him
Jear Allah regarding the
remaining half. (Bukhari).
In these messages from our
Creator and our beloved
Prophet (salla Allah alayhi
wa sallam), it is clear that
the institution of marriage
is of vital importance.

The Islamic Society of
North America offers its
matrimonial service for
Muslims. This service has
been in operation since the
early 1970s and has,
praise Allah, assisted many
Muslims in finding a suit-
able mate. The service is
more important due to the
ever-growing numbers of
Muslims living in the
West. Therefore, in an
effort to help brothers and
sisters who are currently
looking for a Muslim
Spouse, the following list
has been provided.

' SEEKING
WIFE

: B0233 Mar/April 2001 X

¢ Sunni Muslim, African-American,

2 50,627, 207 Ibs, engineer/busi-

* nessman, Arabic—speaking, seeks sin-
: cere, non-smoking, health con-

: scious, practicing Muslim for

: lifelong marriage (IN)

BOO1 Mar/April 2001 X

: Muslim, physician parents,

: Indian/Hyderabadi, invite corre-

: spondence for handsome son, U.S.

: born, 26, third-year law student, from
: practicing Muslim, 22 to 26. Please

. respond with photo. (PA)

B0O06 Mar/April 2001 %

Sunni Pakistani parents inviting cor-

i respondence for their U.S.

: born/educated, professional son, 29-
: year old, tall, handsome. Seeking

: attractive educated Muslim with good
: family values. Kindly respond with

: details and photographs. (CA)

BOO7 Mar/April 2001 %

Parents invite correspondence for

: their wellsettled son, Sunni, never

: married, 31, handsome, U.S. gradu-
: ated, software engineer for a global
: company. Seeking alliance from
interested Pakistan/Indian parents,
: Sunni, never married, educated,

i pretty girl, 26 years old or younger,
¢ residing in the U.S.

Contact (281) 759-5553 (TX)

B0OO08 Mar/April 2001 %

¢ American born Sunni Muslim, 23

: years old, seeking loving wife. Pre-
: fer kind Muslim trying to practice
: Islam. (FL)

X
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- SEEKING

HUSBAND

$004 Mar/April 2001 %

East African Indian Sunni Muslim,
52, Green Card holder; never mar-
ried, with high school diploma,
invites correspondence from
Indo/Pakistani for life partner. (PA)

S009 Mar/April 2001 &

Sunni parents invite correspondence
from Pakistani physicians, age 27-30,
practicing, or finishing residency or
fellowship. Our daughter has an MS
degree, and is fair, pretty, and caring.
Write to PO Box 15264, Chevy Chase,
MD 20825 or call 1-866-539-3300 (MD)

S091 Mar/April 2001 %

Parents invite correspondence for g,
their daughter, ULS. citizen, 599", fiir.
21 years old, religions ited a5
Sunni Muslin student of UTSA. Need a
practicing Muslim, Urdu:and English
speaking, 24-28 years of age. A medical
doctor or computer engineer,/ master
in business may contuct. (1)

S0102 Mar-April 2001 x

Quigoing educated Muslimah, early
40, 5 77, seeks carrespondance

with educated, financially secure,
kind and sincere Caucasian Muslin,
4048, (CA)

$0109 Mar/April 2001 &

Brother invites proposals for his
sister, 46, kind, Sunni Muslim, God-
fearing; divorced, professional with
3 grown children. Seeking estab-
lished professional, practicing
Muslim with family values, between
the ages of 46-56 years. (N])

S011 Mar/April 2001 2

British born Muslim,
educated/Canadian professional,
5’ 8”, slim, fair, attractive, seeks
North American raised profession-
al, independent, 29-35, open mind-
ed, humorous, loving. Send photo.
(Canada)

P S

: 5012 Mar/April 2001
¢ Sunni Muslim Punjabi
 doctors, invite corres ondence g
 US raised MD daughter reddee &
¢ prestigious university fr
: Punjabi Muslim of Pakj
i preferably Pathan, (IL)

It ap
om Sunpj
Stan m—[g-in‘.
: S013 Mar/April 2001

: Sunni Muslim, Urdiespealing
. invites correspondence for ni\_
¢ years. US permanent resideny, seeks
¢ esublished Muslim with family valy
 ages 25-26. E-mail suls@aol com
S014 Mar/April 2001 &

i Parents looking for Sunni Muslim
+ US immigrant or citizen with stron

¢ family values for their daughter, age 2
: height 5’ 2", charming, US raised and.
¢ educated. Call (630) 497-8578 (IL)

: S015 Mar/April 2001 2

¢ Indian Sunni Muslim parents invite

i proposals for 25 yr old, beautify]

: graduate daughter from professio.

. als, 25-30 of Indian origin. Contact:

: afrosel9@hotmail.com (PA)

Ungle
e, 9

| 5016 Mar/April 2001 &
: Parents invite correspondence for
¢ their daughter, 26, 5’ 6” tall, slim, fair,

¢ 4th year medical student, from young

! Muslim MD/DO, resident ‘student.
i 26-29 years. Please include

¢ resume/photo. (MOQ)

: §017 Mar/April 2001 &

: Parents of Muslim, 35, 5' 5", 120 1bs,
: MBA, software skilled, knowledge of
i Arabic, Qur'an, Sunnah, wheatish

i complexion with good features, seek

.
i
i

]
1

o

e

.

s iamens

righteous, pious Muslim with good
education and livelihood. (CA)

5018 Mar/April 2001 %

Indian Muslim parents invite corre-

Parents, g

deseesneneananas
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spondence for daughter, religious, 22

vis, &' 77, attractive, Ist year medical
student in US medical school, from

dent, 23-28. Send photo details

S019 Mar/April 2001 &

Urdu speaking Sunni parents inviie
. proposal for US raised /educared

danghter, 5’ 47, MD, attractive with

practicing religious Sunni Indo,/Pak- :
istani origin, medical student or resi- *

Amily values. Looking for U.S. raised

Muslim between 26-35, attractive,

¢ $020 Mar/Apr 2001

¢ Sunni Muslim parents invite corre-

: spondence from MD or MD student

¢ raised and educated in US, age 23-25,

: for 22 year old daughter born and

i raised in U.S., MD student in U.S.
i medical school. Call 847-942-2074 (IL) ;

i 5021 Mar/Apr 2001 %

¢ Educated Sunni Muslim family invites
: correspondence from Indo/Pak for
: their Pakistan raised/educated ]

. daughter, 29, student of MBA at Min- ¢

. mnesota, for a sincere/educated pu't-
- ner. Contacl (952) 736-5955, or
¢ mnpolis@hotmail.com (MN)

'
1y v.'s W

NATT ONAL
TIRAAT
COMPETITION

SEPTEMBER 1-2, 2001

1st Prize  2nd Prize  3rd Prize
Category |
Memorized the entire Qur'an $1000 $900 $800
Category Il
Memorized 1/2 of the Qur'an $800 $700 $600
Category Il
Memorized 1/6 of the Qur’an $500 $400 $300

(at least 5 Juzz)

Fach of the above categories will be subdivided according to age:
® Group I: Ages 5-10 m Group II: Ages 11-15 m Group III: Ages 16-18

Name

ISNA is organizing the Second National
Qira’at Competition during its Annual
Convention on Aug 31-Sept 3, 2001 at
the Donald E. Stephens (Rosemont)
Convention Center, Chicago.

Prizes will be given to the to the top three
reciters in the following categories:

B ISNA is organizing this competition in
collaboration with Ifta Office, based in
Washington.

m Must be between the ages of 5 and 18 to
compete.

® Qualified scholars of Tajweed Al-Qur’an
will judge the recitations.

W Eligible reciters can send a brief sum-
mary of their religious education and
proof of memorization

m Eligible reciters should send their reg-
istration forms by June 15, 2001 to

visit ISNA web page: www.ISNA.net

Last First

Address:

Strect City State  Postal Code

Date of Birth:

E-mail: Phone:

Gender: [0 Male O Female

Please check which category and group the child will be competing in:

O Group I: Ages5-10
O Group II: Ages 11-15
O Group III: Ages 16-18

Ui Category I: Memorized Entire Qur’an
L1 Category II: Memorized 1/2 Qur’an
" Category III: Memorized at least 5 Juzz

Attach a brief summary of religious education and check proof of memorization being submitted:
O Letter from Parent/guardian
[J Other

C! Letter from local Imam
I Letter from Islamic school

If the child attends an Islamic School, please provide the following information:

Name of Institution:
Address:

Please mail this form to:

ISNA - Marketing Dept

Qira'at Competition

P.0. Box 38, Plainfield, IN 46168
Or register online at:
www.isna.net

Or Fax: 317-839-1840

Registration Deadline:

Street City State  Postal Code

Principal Name:

O Full-time school [J part-time school

June 15, 2001




Reviews

Looking Deep Inside

The Embattled Innocence:
Reflections of a Muslim Relief Worker
AUTHOR: Suleman Ahmer

PUBLISHER: 1st Books Library
(www.1stbooks.com); 2001

PAGES: 108; HB

he on-going Holocaust
against Muslims in
Europe and Central

| Asia has received some press
coverage. But since most press
reports were

T 2o @S done by
_ : B “detached”
'6‘”5 c&ﬁde&{ observers,‘
% & A many stories
| ?w baaaa a2l of bravery,
compassion,
' and courage
‘ remain
unknown.
i #Qili-f L0kt | (RN
| The Embat-
SR BT tled Inno-

cence offers
a completely different perspec-
tive—that of a person dedicat-
ed to alleviating, instead of just
reporting, suffering.

Ahmer’s stories offer mov-
ing accounts of holding on to
2] Islam under the most adverse

conditions. These stories
should be compulsory reading
for Muslim Americans, for they
show what hardship means and
explain why people in such
conditions remain committed
to Islam.

This book gives you a first-
hand experience of what peo-
ple go through because of war

1T and the turmoil they are able
to surpass by keeping their
faith. It shows the compassion
people have for one another
when we unite or lend a help-
ing hand. The book also deals

| with human nature and how
people react to those who
devote themselves to the less

' fortunate.
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Thinkin
Spirit g11
Contemplation: An Islamic

Psychospiritual Study

AUTHOR: Malik Badri

PUBLISHER: International Institute of Islamic
Thought (IIT), Herndon, VA.; 2000

PAGES: 136 (incl. notes, index, and
bibliography); PB

rof. Malik Badri created a stir
of admiration with his 1991
publication of Al-Tafakkur min
al-Mushahadah ila al-Shuhud.
The great reception inspired IIIT to
publish its English translation: Con-
templation: An Islamic Psychospiri-
tual Study. However, Badri points
out that it is a more than a transla-
tion, as he has added over 50 pages
of new material and explained the
religiously oriented Arabic terms to
his English-speaking readers.
Shaykh Yusuf al-Qaradawi, a
widely respected scholar, writes in
his foreword that this book is
bound to “not only make an impor-

Walker

CONTEMPLATION

AN CINEAMIC PSYCHOSPIRITUAL ST Uy

MALIK BADRI

tant contribution to the field of
Islamization of the behavioral sci-
ences, but also attract wider atten-
tion and generate greater interest
among specialists to analyze and
further develop the ideas and theo-
ries presented and discussed.”

This book is an example of how
human sciences can support faith
and spiritual values, and how the
human mind, when guided by the
Qur’an and Sunnah, will be graced
by the lights of faith, revelation, and
reason.

An Exhaustive Concordance of the Meaning of the Qur’an
AUTHOR: John Yahya Cason, Kamel EI-Fadl, Fredrick Fareed

PUBLISHER: Islamic Education & Community Development
Foundation, Baltimore, MD; 2000
PAGES: 1090 p., plus Appendix 45 p.; HB

T he translation of the meaning of the Qur’an
rendered into English by Abdullah Yusuf Ali
some 70 years ago continues to enjoy an

illustrious career in helping many to understand the

Qur'an and to be guided and inspired by it.
The An Exhaustive Concordance of the Meaning of the Qur'an

is yet another vehicle to add to the usefulness of
this epoch-making work. This work undertaken over a period of 11 years has
involved three dedicated people, the compiler John Yahya Cason, who did the com-
piling of the concordance during 1989-1994; Kamel El-Fadl, who provided techni-
cal support; and Fredrick Fareed Walker, who spent 4 years in editing the volume.
This is a work much needed by the English-speaking. The Islamic American

Relief Agency (JARA) Eastern Regional Office has certainly supported a very useful
project. Certainly, it will be a welcome addition to personal as well as institutional

libraries wherever English is spoken and Abdullah Yusuf Ali's work is used.

HEEEEEEEEEREEEREEREEEEEE)

Understand the Language of the Quran

The Hans Wehr Dictionary
of Modern Written Arabic

Fourth edition, editied by J. Milton Cowan, 1994 Spoken Language Services
There is no doubt that this is an excellent dictionary, far better than others

in the field.

The reliability and completeness of the work deserve every praise, as does
the practical arrangement of the entries.

It is a great pleasure to recommend this dt:ctionqry whole-heartedly...one of
the most significant contributions to Arabic lexicography.

&

--Middle East Journal
—-Bibliotheca Orientalis

--Language

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT:

“QOnly authorized edition -- with 13,000 additional entries!”

Spoken Language Services, Inc.
P.O. Box 783

Ithaca, NY 14851

(607) 256-0500 / -0501 (fax)
orders @spokenlanguage.com
www.spokenlanguage.com
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f Wanted Executive Director

Islamic Educational Council is looking for an Executive
Director for the Islamic Center of Greater Cincinnati, which
includes a state-of-the-art masjid, community center, conference
center, and soon to be completed K-8 grade full-time private school.

RESPONS!BILITIES INCLUDE:

W Supervision of the Center,

B Representation and promotion of Muslim interests in local,
national, and international arenas,

® Establishing the framework for promoting research, Islamic
Education, and original Islamic publications for the West, and

® To eventually train enlightened Muslim scholars for our national
needs.

Applicant must have sound Islamic foundation, progressive outlook,
excellent command of English and Arabic, and be able to relate to
the Western society. Ideal opportunity for a motivated Muslim
looking to make a difference.

SEND RESUME TO:
Islamic Educational Council
Attn.: Inayat Malik

8092 Plantation Drive, West Chester, OH 45069

f—

POSITION AVAILABLE

IMAM/DIRECTOR

IsLamic CENTER IN NORTHWEST INDIANA

The Northwest Indiana Islamic Center is actively
seeking full-time Imam to serve as spiritual .Ie_a_der
of our community and Director of Center activities.

QUALIFICATIONS

Certification for Imam from a recognized institution; a
demonstrated verbal and written skill in Arabic and Eng-
lish; a demonstrated ability to organize and utilize com-
munity support; complete knowledge of Islamic creed,
worship, moral values and way of life; a demonstrate_d
strong adherence to same in both his private and public
life; and some experience in a similar position preferred.

TO APPLY

Apply or send C.V. to:

Hakam Safadi, Board Chairman
Northwest Indiana Islamic Center
PO. Box 11047, Merrillville, IN 46410
e-mail: hsafadi@email.com
Fax: (219)-769-1793
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Useful Collectibles

Gems of Wisdom - Heart of Gold
EDITED BY: Javed Mohammed
PUBLISHER: Pyramid Connections,
Milpitas, CA; 2000

PAGES: 145 + vii; PB; $14.95

aved Mohammed’s slim vol-
Jume Gems of Wisdom - Heart
of Gold is book of quotations
from Muslim scholars and
thinkers. The
collection that
took six years to
complete offers
gems of wisdom
from Prophet
Muhammad
(salla Allahu
‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) to Mal-
colm X on a
wide variety of
topics, among them technology
and leadership.

These gems are not only inspi-
ration for Muslims but will play a
useful role in introducing Muslim
thought to mainstream America.

This collection is a step toward
transmitting a heritage that the
modem world desperately needs.
Not only can such collections offer
inspiration and hope for the future,
but they also serve as a bridge
between America and Islam.

Certainly, such collections will
help us the Muslim youth to use
Muslim sources more fluently.

A Book Easy to
Understan

Hah Subhanahu wa Ta‘ala has

stated in the Qur’an (45:17),

that He has made the Qur’an

“easy to understand and
remember.”

This admonition has inspired
Dr. Ahmad H. Sakr’s latest book
Understanding the Qur’an. It is a
labor of love, where the author
wants Lo share the impact of the
Qur’an that he has experienced
since childhood. He has compiled
this volume to help English readers

60 ISLAMIC HORIZONS MARCH/APRIL 2001

A Cogent
Interpretation

A Thematic Commentary on the Qur’an
AUTHOR: Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazali
PUBLISHER: International Institute of Islamic
Thought (IIT), Herndon, VA; 2000

PAGES: 731 + xi [inc. index]; PB

T he late Shaykh Muhammad al-
Ghazali's important Al-Tafsir al-
Mawdu'i, ariginally published in 3
volumes, is now available in a one-volume
work: A Thematic Commentary on the Qur’an.

[T translated and published the
first two volumes in 1997 and 1999,
and now the 3 volumes have been pub-
lished as a single volume.

In preparing this work, translator
Ashur A. Shamis used two translations
popular among English readers: Abdullah
Yusuf Ali's The Meaning of the Holy
Qur'an (Amana Publications: 1996) and

A THEMATIC
COMMENTARY
ON THE

UR'AN

Shiackb NMuliaimmad al Clvazal

Muhammad Asad's The Message of the
Holy Qur'an (Dar al-Andalus Ltd: 1980).
Al-Ghazzali's contribution is both
unique and contemporary, for he focuses

on each Surah's organic unity to high-
light the logic or inherent reasoning
coursing through it and unifying its vari-
ous components and images. He also
places Qur'anic subjects within their
proper historic and cultural contexts.

This work expands the possibilities
for English readers who want to enhance
their understanding of the Qur'an.

Driving to Knowledge

Seerat un-Nabi

AUTHOR: Al-Shaykh Muhammad Khayr Muhammad Hijazi
PUBLISHER: Lee’'wa al-Hijrah, Ann Arbor, Mi

MEDIA: 24-Casettes in plastic box; Urdu; $49.95

The question of how to use driving time constructively
has been solved by the Urdu audio-biography of
Prophet Muhammad (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)—Seer-
at un-Nabi, narrated by Shaykh Muhammad Khayr Muham-
mad Hijazi, a resident scholar in the Masjid al-Haram.

The professionally produced 24-casette set has been well received by listeners. Usmg
common every-day speech, Hijazi makes this account of the Prophet’s life and mission
easy to understand and follow. To listen a sample online, go to: www.heejrah.com.

to read the Qur’an with understanding.

Dr. Sakr points out that in the Qur’an
each topic is a book by itself or a series
of books to cover a topic. He recom-
mends that people should seek the help
of Islamic scholars specialized in Qur’an-
ic sciences to obtain a proper under-
standing of the
Qur’an.

The author,
besides being a scien-
tist is also a scholar
of the Shari‘ah and
has taught the sub-
ject in many coun-
tries around the
world. This volume
Understanding the

LR Sakr, Ph.D.

Qur’an is in fact a compilation of his
various works on the understanding
of the Qur’an. Dr. Sakr considers that
understanding the Qur’an can only
come through attaining the knowl-
edge of the Hadith, the Sunnah, the
Sirah of the Prophet, and the lives of
the Companions of the Prophet.
The book is distributed directly by
the Foundation for Islamic Knowl-
edge: 630 627 8894.

Understanding the Qur'an
AUTHOR: Ahmad H. Sakr, Ph.D.
PUBLISHER: Foundation for Islamic
Knowledge, Lombard, IL; 2001
PAGES: 273 + xiv; PB
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49 Mockingbird Valley Dr. « Louisville, KY 40207-1366

ISLAM IN TIBET :

The B Kmases
TIBETAN CARAVANS

a4 QELHAS
| Lslan in “1ibes

Al-Ghazali

Deliverance from Error
(6 works included) $29.95

On Faith in Divine Unity and Trust in
Divine Providence $18.95

Marvels of the Heart $24.95
Letter to a Disciple 1Ts $18.95

On the Manners Related to Eating
Is lamic Texrs Sociccy $18.95

The Road to Mecca Asd $17.95

;ﬁ t ¥ ﬁ The Name and the Named (including

Fraamma] Al-Ghazali On the Fairest Names)

AL KAUTHAR ? B S,
FONS VITAE

of the |
Prophet | | Medicine of che Prophet
[l | @ | QayimAHawzyya1Ts $29.95

@ * B Life of che Prophet Muhammad
‘ § =3 % Azzam & Gavernar (full color illus.

AliahScheifer $12.95
Mary the Blessed Virgin of Islam

b (Hadit) $15.95
Islam in Tibet (illus.) $24.95
Videos

Ornaments of Lhasa
I (Islam in Tiber) $24.95

Cairo: 1001 Years of Islamic Art and
Architecrure (Four parts) $39.95

Islam: A Picrorial Essay in Four Parts
L $24.95

g ? i t for children) $17.95
(502) 897-3641 (telephone/fax) + grayh101@aol.com + www.fonsvitae.com Sk Motherhood in Islam (Hali)

e L
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" TEACHING POSITIONS |

AVAILABLE

Medina Academy, a newly established Islamic school based
in Redmond, Washington (Seattle area), currently offering a
preschool program, is expanding into an: Elementary School
starting in Fall 2001.

SCHOOL DIRECTOR; Responsible for management of the
school, supervision and development of the curriculum and
oversight of the academic program. The Director should :
have relevant education, teaching, and management experi-
ence, understanding how to build a school organization and
infrastructure, and experience in curriculum development
and teacher training. Teaching credentials and a Bachelors
Degree or higher are required.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Highly qualified Elementary |
School teachers for Kindergarten and First Grade. The appli-
cants should have relevant teaching and early childhood

development experience. Teaching credentials are required.

Medina Academy offers competitive compensation packages

Please rush your resume to:
Medina Academy, P.O. Box 2682
Redmond, WA 98073-2682
Or, email us at: medinaacademy@yahoo.com.

Medina Academy is an equal opportunity employer

ISLAMIC SCHOOL OF I—
GREATER NEW ORLEANS

3324 Main Ave, Kenner, LA 70005

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

The Islamic School of Greater New Orleans (ISGNO), a new full-time
Islamic school serving children from pre-K to 5th grade, is looking
for a dedicated Muslim principal with the following qualifications:

1. Certified teacher with at least a bachelor's degree
in education,

2. Previous administrative and management experi-
ence in the field of education,

3. Fluent in English; knowledge of Arabic is desirable,

4. Computer literacy.

Interested individuals should submit their CV with persanal contact
information, cover letter that describes their philosophy concerning
|slamic education, and names, addresses and phone numbers of at
least three references to:

Chair, Principal's Search Committee
¢/o Masjid Abu Bakr Al-Siddig
4425 David Drive, Metairie, LA 70003

The search will remain open until the position is filled. |—




By no means

shall ye attain
righteousness unless
e give (freely) of that

which ye love.

- Al Quran (3:92)

i E From providing urgent aid to war-torn
Hﬁf’““ﬁﬂmnommmm" Bangladesh: Iftar distribution countries like Chechnya, to distribut-
Rerowi W § during Ramadan ing Zakat during Ramadan, BIF’s humani-
tarian programs are an ideal bridge for
your charity.

hechnya: emergency food distribution

Travel Further...With Al-Basheer Publications)

3

For the first time in English,
. a comprehensive work consisting

of 3 Volumes commenting on

al-Nawawi’s Forty Hadith.

If you enjoyed He Came to Teach You Your Religion, then you will certainly love to see the
latest work Commentary on the Forty Hadith of al-Nawawi by Jamaal al-Din M. Zarabozo
with an Introduction by Prof. Jaafar Sheikh Idris.

“The reader will not be studving explanations of the hadith in a narrow sense; the
reader will, in fuct. be introduced to many branches of the Islamic sciences: the different
sciences of hadith, the science of textual interpretation. the science of jurisprudence, law,
and even Arabic language.”

merigy
2 b

Prof. Jaafar Sheikh ldris

THE BOOK FEATURES:
@& A new translation and commentary of the hadiths.
@ A thorough commentary on each hadith.
# A list of Arabic words and phrases. 1SBN 1-891540-04-1, B21005
@ A discussion of the status of the hadith.

@ Biographical sketches of the companions. of ’ , ! 8 S ."l Moz, / j e _. ot - . )
@ A presentation and discussion of scholarly interpretations of each hadith, L ey U | = e | Y

Mgy,

&

our generosity and care will help
many Muslims through crises, provide
self-sufficiency and education for women
and children, manage health care for the

a

& An introduction to technical terms. o

07 Y

Azerbaijan:
artesian wells
project

i (_,s\g;“‘;‘é‘: o ComNG SooN! poor, and spread the message of Islamic
o e 10 guan® g solidarity and hope among the oppressed.

To find out more about giving your
charity to help Muslims, please call/

email us or visit our web-site.

e
) |

Al
Benevolence

{nternational
Foundation

orphan homes project P.0. Box 548 Worth, IL 60482
—_— o e Phone: (708)-233-0062 Fax: (708)-233-0069
our distributors nearest you. You will save on shipping & handling chai

Web: www.benevolence.org
(1.1.S.C.A.) Australia Dar Us Salam, USA Al Hidaayah Message of islam, UK | Al-Basheer Bookstore | Al-Atique Publishers | Obeikan Bookshop;' : R .
PO. Box 769 Brunswick | 572 Atiantic Ave. | Publishing, UK PO. Box 181 Hounsiow, | U.S.A. Inc., CANADA Saudi Arabia \ : Email: bif@benevolence.org
Lower 3056, Victoria, Brooklyn, NY 11217. 522 Coventry Rd. Middlesex, TW5 9PR UK | 10968 E. Bethany Dr. 65 Treverton Dr., P 0 Box 62807 i |
Australia Tel: 718 6255925 | Birmingham, B10 OUN | Tel:44 181 897 2023 | Aurora, CO 80014 Scarborough, ON M1K | Riyadh 11595 > 58 Tax ID No. 36-3823186 All donations are tax exempt
Tel: + 6139387 7100 | Tel: 44-208-897-2023 | Fax:44 1817549842 | Tel: 303-745-3330 385, Canada Saudi Arabia ;
Fax: + 61 3 9387 7200 Fax: 44-208-754-9842 Tel: 416-615-1222 Tel: 011-866-14654424
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: To place an order, please write to:
% Al-Basheer Company for Publications & Translations, LLC (IH-F)
: 10515 E. 40th Avenue. Suite 108, Denver, CO 80239-3264
< We accept Checks, Money Orders & all MAJOR CARDS for payment!

Shipping & hundling $4.00 (for each additional book please add $2.00)
Intemational Shipping & handling S6.00 (for each additional book please add $2.50)

We Offer a 35% Discount to Inmates!

Your Source of Arabic and Islamic Books.
Over 200,000 Titles Available!

Online Orders. visit our website at: www.al-basheer.com
sales@al-basheer.com

Customer service: 303-574-0095, Fax: 303-373-0943

Order Toll-Free! 1-877-745-3330

____ _ Contact one of

Daghestan: women'’s hospital



