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Care for Those
WHO CARED

Inspiring stories about elders being respectfully cared for by their children and
families continue to come from the Muslim community in the U.S. and Cana-
da. It is indeed heartening to note that there are many who strive to live by the
teachings of the Qur’an (especially 17:23-24) and Sunnah, which mandate such
care of parents.

The acknowledgement of theses teachings is typically coupled with the belief
that our religion absolves us of the need for specialized centers designed to care
for the aging. There are many elder or aging individuals, however, that lack
families, immediate and extended, because they have been separated through
immigration, conversion, or death. These individuals do not have the support
that they need and are placed in a dire situation, a situation where they may
end up thrown by the wayside or institutionalized in facilities that have no
understanding of the needs of Muslims in general and Muslim elders specifical-
ly. Horror stories about treatment in elder care facilities include reports of lack
of understanding of dietary requirements, Islamic bodily purity, modesty, and
religious needs.

For those blessed to have familial support, modern living has changed the
way families live, especially in the West; most families no longer live in a multi-
generational family home. The nuclear family unit means that elders may live
by themselves, or individual children may be faced with the burden of figuring
out how to care for their own children and their parents simultaneously. Added
to this is the reality that many elderly parents require specialized or intensive
care, skills and knowledge that children may not possess. These factors can
force children to seek out alternative options, such as hospices or nursing
homes. These, of course, are only options when finances permit. In these
instances, children may deeply regret such decisions, but feel their options are
limited. Unfortunately, there are also some children who feel no obligation to
enact the Islamic teachings on parental care.

The Qur’anic and the Prophetic guidance regarding the care of elderly assigns
this responsibility to the family, but there are many who have no family or who
cannot rely upon their families. For such individuals, their family is the communi-
ty. National organizations, local Islamic centers, and masaajid must develop
strategies and mechanisms for addressing this situation and catering to elderly
people and their families. The need is to examine the issue of aging from the
ground up and to develop strategies for action. The project should include educa-
tion on the Islamic responsibility to care for parents; founding of socialization
groups, such as Jewels of Islam [featured in this issue]; development of informa-
tional literature and training to support families in caring for their elders; and cre-
ation of communities of seniors and Islamic care facilities that cater to the needs
of Muslim elders who require intensive medical care and/or have no family.

In the past, some such initiatives have been planned but have yet to come to
fruition. There is no time to wait on this issue. It must become a priority of the
community. Islamic organizations, professionals in fields relevant to elder care,
and family and community members must come together to tackle this situa-
tion and create a caring and supportive network. Our seniors are valuable
resources. They not only need and deserve loving and appropriate care, they
also need opportunities to continue to contribute to and interact in our com-
munity and society as a whole.
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SNAMATTERS
Peace PRAYER

r. Sayyid Muhammad Syeed, nation-
al director of the ISNA Office of In-

terfaith and Community Relations
(IOICR), attended a two-day conference
entitled International Prayer for Peace,
April 26-27, at Georgetown University in
Washington, DC.

The conference’s keynote address was
delivered by Under Secretary of State for
Public Diplomacy and Public Affairs Karen
P. Hughes and was attended by some 150
Muslim, Christian, and Jewish scholars.
Among them were Imam Warith D. Mo-
hammed; more than 15 cardinals, includ-
ing Cardinal J. Francis Stafford of the
Apostolic Penitentiary at the Vatican; and
Dr. Muhammad Tayeb, president of Al-
Azhar University:

Discussion topics included peace and
war, spiritualizing politics without politiciz-
ing religion, dialogue between religions and
cultures, solving the crisis of HIV, and reli-
gions facing terrorism. The conference con-
cluded with a procession attended by all

GIRLS BOARDING
SCHOOL

Jamiah Aishah Siddigah, Toronto, Ganada

= Complete Alimah (Female Islamic Scholar)
Program

m Accredited Till 12th Grade

= Registration - Now Open

m A 15 building campus located on a beautiful
100 acres of land; with a large indoor
swimming pool.

m The largest Muslim hoarding school of its
kind in North America

For detailed information about the intensive course
content please visit: www.alimahprogram.org
(905) 922-7862

SECRETARY GENERAL

The Islamic Society of

leaders and guests, including Cardinal MARCHING IN FAITH:

Theodore McCarrick, the outgoing Arch-

bishop of Washington.

The International Prayer for Peace has

Leaders from many faiths,
including ISNA's' D Sayyid

Syeed (far right), rallied for

been an annual event since 1986, when ini- =

tiated by the late Pope John Paul IT in As-

sisi, Italy. ®

interfaith understanding

the growing Muslim commu-
nity; and provides knowledge
of Islamic principles and

interfaith dialog are based
on the teachings of Prophet
Muhammad (salla Allahu

rights, and conflict resolution
in the Islamic context.

Dr. Safi also conducted a

North America

The Search Committee for the Istamic Society of North America (ISNA)
Secretary General invites nominations and applications for the position of
Secretary General, to succeed Dr. Sayyid Muhammad Syeed who is taking
up a new position as the National Director, ISNA Office of Interfaith and
Community Relations located in Metropolitan Washington, D.C. area.

As a national umbrella organization embracing community and
professional associations, ISNA serves to promote the interests of
Muslim Americans at levels of community and public domain. Today,

T11111 ome 41 Dallas residents their z}pplication in North alayhi wa sallam), and can leadership training program ISNA is widely acknowledged as the leading and representative
attended 2: wor lliS]tliOP PEACE TOOLS: America. m continue to be enriched by on conflict resolution for com- organization of Mustim Americans in the US, Canada, and worldwide.
on Con.ﬂlc resoluoon

2133 the possibility of conflict. He lim Peace Building, Justice, sential for the Muslim com- possess the drive and leadership to form to the following: i,
underscored the need for de- and Interfaith Dialogue, Munity to establish leadership CORRIGENDUM guide ISNA'S mission as  premier Chair ‘
veloping and instituting pro- April 29-30. skills and learn how to pre- We apologize to the readers of national religious and community ISNA Secretary General |
cef:lures for dealing Wlt}} Acting ISNA Secretary vent and resolve inevitable . . organization, and a demonstrated Search Committes |
grievances ar}d addressing General Ahmad Elhattab, in conflicts among themselves Islamic Horizons for ability to articulate and advance the ¢/0 Sr. Hahibe Ali, ;
tensions and instances of con-  lead to conflict and identified  followed by mediators. his opening address, remind- and with other faith groups by inadvertently publishing the national and international reputation ISNA HQ Operations Manager 1

| ﬂ:lCt. Islamic centers', he ad: us.eful aPP‘:oaches fqr han- The workshop is part of ed that these are the princi- c“gﬂgillg in dialogue and advertisement of a business and goals established by ISNA, to PO B ox 38 |
i msefi, should establish Arbi- dling conflict. Drawing from Community Empowerment ples that Islam embodies and building connections. offering interest-based loans. generate external support, and to PRiniei, I 45156
j tration Boards to address both Islamic and western (LCE), a new ILDC program thus it is incumbent upon all The conference offered sev- Neither [SNA nor Islami manage a complex organization. i |
[FEiaEEEY scholarship, Haffar intro- that exposes communities to Muslims to practice and pop- el:al panels on intra-Muslim m- " v o amIF PR [ (N T . = I O I TG T K
J Louai Haffar, a graduate duced a model of conflict integrated leadership and ularize these ideals. He alogue, Tslamic approaches L SRS il ISNA is a duly registered nonprofit religious organization centared on promoting the
student at George Mason Uni-  analysis and resolution and management skills; addresses added that the traditions of to {ntex~fai[11 dialogue peace- interest-based transactions. intergsts of Muslim.Americ_ams. lS.NA. serves {0 eduqa te, PIUpOW gnd |nvo.lve
versity, reviewed factors that discussed several steps to be challenges and issues facing peace-building, justice, and buﬂding, (lmnucrglcy.,humﬂn Muslim Americans in shaping teir ives and futur in eeping witin Islamic

presented by Dr. Louay Safi at
the Islamic Association of
Carrolton, TX, April 22.

Dr. Safi focused on the role
of community leaders in set-
ting the tone for an open at-
mosphere that invites cooper-
ation and involvement from
community members and
takes essential steps to lessen

Dr. Louay Safi visits
communities to share
peacebuilding skills
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LEARNING
PEACE
BUILDING

SNA joined the Washing-
I ton, DC-based Salam In-

stitute to organize the first
annual Conference on Mus-

Muslims today.

Dr. Louay Safi, executive
director of the ISNA Leader-
shipi;Development Center
(ILDC), and Dr. Abu Nimr,
executive director of the
Salam Institute, asked partici-
Pants to play an active role in
Peace-building, interfaith dia-
logue, and conflict resolution.
They pointed out that it is es-

munity leaders and imams
held in the collaboration with
the Salam Institute. The
workshop discussed the con-
cepts and tools of conflict res-
olution from the Islamic per-
spective and how to utilize
them to restore harmony and
prevent community division
and splintering. B
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ISNA, which evolved out of the Muslim

Students Association of the US &
Canada that was founded in 1963, has
its headquarters on 165 acres in
Plainfield, IN, just minutes from
Indianapolis international airport.

ISNA has ten departments, including its

own endowment managed under the
ISNA Development Foundation.

The successful candidate will

The Search Committee wilt
begin reviewing materials
immediately and will continue
until the position is filled.

For best consideration, please
forward materials not later
than June 2006.

Nominations and applications
should be sent, in confidence
and preferably in electronic

teachings, while respecting the national laws.

ISNA is an Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer.
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ISNA MATTERS

he Dalai Lama
proclaimed him-
selfa “defender of
Muslim  teach-
ings” during a
groundbreaking
interfaith confer-
ence in San Francisco, April 15.
“In some respects, I am one of the
defenders of Muslim tradition,”
he said, “If one believer, one tra-
dition, is getting criticism, we have
to act ... I feel, this moment, we
Buddhists and other traditions
must come together.”

“The Muslim: tradition, like
others, also deserves respect,”
said the Dalai Lama Tenzin Gyat-
so, noting that Muslims and Bud-
dhists had coexisted peacefully in
Tibet for four centuries. He
added, “Muslims [are] like any
other traditions—same message,
same practice. That is a practice
of compassion.”

The Dalai Lama told atten-
dees at “A Gathering of Hearts Il-
luminating Compassion” that
many people see and hear news of
suicide bombings in predomi-
nantly Muslim countries but
don’t hear about how Muslims of-
ten work with the poor. He also
told conference attendees that
religious traditions must work
harder to live together in peace,
citing religious violence in North-
ern Ireland, Pakistan, and Iraq.

The Divine is too great for hu-
man minds to fully comprehend,
the Dalai Lama expanded, adding
that people understand it in dif-
ferent ways—as Buddhists, as
Muslims, as Jews, as Christians,
as Hindus. In ancient times, dif-
ferent cultures were isolated so
differences mattered little. With

globalization, however, people must learn
to work together since the “whole world is
becoming one entity, one community.”
The Dalai Lama also stated, “Nowadays,
to some people, the Muslim tradition ap-
pears more militant. I feel that’s totally
wrong.” He opined that suicide bombings
and other violence by extremists have un-

Dr. Syeed greets the
Dalai Lama, sharing
ISNA’s efforts in
pursuing interfaith
understanding

ple are always there.”

“If one believer, one tradition, is getting criticism, we have to act ... I feel, this

moment, we Buddhists and other traditions must come together.” —DarAr LAMA
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fairly skewed the
world’s percep-
tion of Islam.
“Such mischie-
vous people are
not just in the
Muslim commu-
nity, but among

the Hindus, the Christians, the Buddhists.
In any community, a few mischievous peo-

Dr. Sayyid Muhammad Syeed, nation-
al director of the ISNA Office of Interfaith
and Community Relations (IOICR), re-
sponding the Buddhist leader’s address,
said that the Dalai Lama’s advice on diver-

INTERACTION

Dalai Lama advances compassion, respect, and understanding for Islam and Muslims. BY UMBERINE ABDUL [ AH

sity and pluralism was welcomed and also
familiar, as it echoed verses of the Qur’an
that command us to recognize God’s plan
for a diverse humanity, including multiple
religions and cultures. Our responsibility
as Muslims, Dr. Syeed assured Dalai
Lama, is to translate these Divine com-
mands into practice. He also added that
the existence of non-Muslims in Muslim
countries and Muslims in non-Muslim
countries demonstrates recognition of this
Divine plan.

Quoting the Dalai Lama’s 1991 U.S.
Congress address in which he asked for the
initiation of a dialogue to create an action
plan for freeing the world of exploitation

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY KIRLIN FOUNDATION

that vision, W
Jamic religious

ice. Dr. Syeed said Muslims

and injuslllave joined him to advance

globﬂu)' hich is in accord with Is-

obligations.
ISNA Vice President Dr. Ingrid
1. who is also a professor of Is-
i Jamic Studies at the Hart-
ford Seminary, responding
to the Dalai Lama’s state-
ment, said, “This act of sol-
idarity and compassion; it
gives me so much hope and
courage to feel T can go for-
ward and not feel alone.”

Shaykh Hamza Yusuf,
founder of the Zaytuna In-
stitute, said the conference
could help build relation-
ships between Buddhists
and Muslims and promote
a greater understanding of
Islam. He noted that Mus-
lims and Buddhists lived
together peacefully for
hundreds of years in Tibet.
Yusuf also said, “He [the
Dalai Lama] wanted to
meet us in solidarity as a
community because he felt
like people were attacking
Islam.”

Seyed Ali Ghazvini of
the Islamic Cultural Cen-
ter of Fresno said he hoped
the conference would en-
courage Muslims to be
more visible and active in
the U.S.

The Dalai Lama—born
Lhamo Dhondrub on 6 Ju-
ly 1935 and considered by
many to be the incarnation
of Divine compassion—
has become an interna-
tional symbol of peace.
The Dalai Lama, who was awarded the
1989 Nobel Peace Prize, fled Tibet in
1959 following an aborted uprising
against Chinese rule in the territory and
now is in exile in the Himalayan town of
Dharmsala, India.

- Representatives from the world’s ma-
Jor religions—Christianity, Judaism, Is-
lam, Buddhism, Hinduism, and Ameri-
can Indian traditions—came from as far
away as Egypt to attend the event. The
meeting was initiated by Imam Seyed
Mehdi Khorasani, who invited the No-
bel Peace laureate to the two-day con-
ference after befriending him in Sep-
tember. The gathering was organized

avolunteer group of individuals and
several organizations, including the
2"1}’(‘.1'5 Group, Fons Vitae, the Kirlin
f.mu_ldauun. the Islamic Society of Cali-

Ornia, and the Zaytuna Institute. ®
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Discover

Jesus in the Quran
WWW.FREEQURAN.ORG

Reach out to your fellow Americans
with this bumper sticker.

Order free for your friends, association and
the mosque from the website.

Email requests: info@freequran.org or call Mustafa at 718-448-2004

“The Bible, thank God, is not politically correct.”

—David Grossman

& REASON

[s the vision of religious tolerance just a utopian dream?

Bill Moyers’ new seven-part sevies. [eaturing some of
our foremost authors, including Salman Rushdie,
Richard Rodriguez. Mary Gordon, and Margaret Atwood,

wrestles with the hot-button issues of faith and reason.

Tune-in this summer on PBS (check local listings).

Watch previews at pbs.org/billmoyers

PBS




ISNA CONFERENCES

QUALITY Education

Muslim educators, administrators, and leaders convene to exchange
expertise and network. BY ABU ALI BAFAQUIH

1l future ISNA conferences will

have an education track, said

Acting Secretary General

Ahmad Elhattab, in his wel-

come address at the 7th Annual
ISNA Education Forum in Chicago, April
14-16. He said that this has already been
implemented in the East Zone and South
Zone conferences and that the trend will
continue. The ISNA Annual Convention
already offers sessions on education. Elhat-
tab invited teachers not only to attend but
to participate fully to help make these ses-
sions as beneficial as possible.

ISNA’s association with education is age
old. The focus on education started soon af-
ter the organization of the MSA. ISNA es-
tablished the first full-time Islamic school in
North America, has had an Education De-

partment for many years, and in 1999 initi-
ated the Education Forum, which brings to-
gether educators, administrators, and lead-
ers to share, learn, and network. With the
help of educators, “Islamic Horizons” mag-
azine also produces special issues on educa-
tion matters, which—with its 60,000 copy
distribution—serves as a broad platform for
sharing knowledge about education.
Educator and attorney Dr. Safaa Zarzour,
who is also program chair and secretary of
the Council of Islamic Schools in North
America (CISNA); Dr. Abdalla Idris AL, a
former ISNA president and now chairman of
the ISNA Education Committee; Zahra
Williams, principal of the Islamic Founda-
tion School, Villa Park, IL; and ElHattab,
dedicated the opening session and the theme
“Islamic Education: Strengthening Faith

T

Dr. Mazhar Hussaini
introduced halal
standards, which
could become the
benchmark for USDA;
(right) Acting

and Enhancing Quality”.
The conference program—
organized into 7 tracks covering
all areas of education, including
weekend schools—brought forth
papers from educators, adminis-
trators, researchers, and com-
munity leaders. Parallel sessions
covering the seven tracks were
offered, allowing participants to
select. The program sought to
share knowledge in areas of in-
terest to educators, administra-
tors, researchers, and community leaders,
Topics addressed included Husain Nuri’s
paper on “Integrating U.S. Context in Sy]-
labus to Focus Spiritual, Intellectual, and
Practical Needs of Students in Higher Class-
es”; Valencia Community College’s Dr. Yas-
meen Qadri’s presentation on
the Accreditation Process from
A-Z; and Rochester University
doctoral student Shaza Khan
paper “De-MIST-ifying After
school Activiies and Youth
Programming.”

Secretary General

Ahmad Elhattab

calls for united

efforts to promote
halal standards

past year in consultation with com-

munity leaders, experts, and religious:

scholars; they are expected to be re=
fined over the coming months before
being formalized. Encouragingly,
IDOA has expressed an urgent need
for such standards as part of its ef-
forts in applying the lllinois Halal law.
ISNA Acting Secretary General A=
mad Elhattab said, “Today, when—de-
spite all the challenges—Muslims are
more determined to seek their rightful

nois’ Muslim representatives over the:

Figh Council of North America Member
Zainab Alwani addressed the issue of “Pre-
'ent Challenges in Developing a Balanced
slamic Studies Curriculum”. Dr. Shafi
‘Khaled, executive director of the North
_American Bangladeshi Islamic Community
[ (N"ABIC), shared his expertise on weekend
‘sehools in a presentation entitled “En-
‘hanced Curriculum & TA Training for Se-
pior Students of the Weekend School”. The
\topic of “Fund-raising or Friend-raising”
was presented by Necva Ozgur of New
Horizon School, Pasadena, CA.

Issues in Arabic curriculum and in-
struction were discussed by, among
others, UCLA doctoral candidate
Mouna Mana (“What’s it for? Views
on the purpose of Arabic education
in Muslim schools”) of Al-Amal
School, Minneapolis, MN; Principal
Dr. Salah Ayari (“What Do Parents
Expect from the Teaching of Arabic
and What can be Done to Improve
Arabic Programs?”); and FEldeib
Aalaa (“Arabic Program Focused on
the Individualized Needs”.)

Matthew Moes from Houston’s
IANT Qur’anic Academy evaluated
the effectiveness of Islamic schools as
agents of change in American society.
General Motors executive Anwar
Khan discussed “Successful Models,
Successful Steps in the Development
of Quality in Islamic Schools of
America”, arguing that successful and
proven systems and guidelines from other
school systems, such as the ISO9004-2000
(Performance Improvement Guideline) and
the Malcolm Baldrige Education Criteria
(www.baldrige.nist.gov), can be used to im-
prove quality and excellence in our school
systems. ISO (the International Organiza-
tion for Standardization), he said, is a world-
wide federation of national standards bodies,
whose guidelines are applicable to any type of
manufacturing and service businesses, in-
cluding education and the health sector.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ZAIN GHANI

The Forum also presented vital opportu-
nities for educators from across the U.S. and
Canada and overseas to network and share
experiences. For graduate students and re-
searchers it was a time to obtain critiques of
their work and meet peers and teachers.

The Forum’s program and arrangement
earned high praise from participants, who
were profuse in their acknowledgement of
ISNA and ISNA Director of Programs
Mukhar Ahmad. TUPUT’s Dr. Khadija Kha-
ja said, “The presentations were so wonder-
ful, and helpful that I truly felt honored to be
a part of the conference. I have presented at
and attended many conferences, but this ex-
perience was the best. In fact, my co-presen-
terand guestlovedit... May God Bless you all
for the work you do for our community.”

Loretta Abbasi, principal of Cleveland,
OH-based Al Thsan School, said that the
Forum was “wonderfully organized and
very informative.” Ahmad Elghamrawy
thanked ISNA for doing a “wonderful job.”
Islamic Center of Southern California
Weekend School Principal Shahida
Alikhan also thanked ISNA for the “hard
work and time [that] has gone into it to
make it such a success.” University of
Toronto doctoral candidate Nadeem Mem-
on said, “The ISNA team did a tremendous
job in putting on this forum for a much
needed discussion,” adding that he “was
able to benefit greatly through making con-
tacts and presenting my work.” B

JELINOIS EXPRESSED AN URGENT NEED FOR AGREED UPON HALAL STANDARDS
AS PART OF ITS EFFORTS IN APPLYING THE ILLINOIS HALAL LAW.

tated a discussion among represen-

ke, highlighting its annual
rate of 25-30 percent. Dr.

,discussed consumer in-
i forecasts of halal certified
d Muslim markets. Azhar
member of the ISNA Execu-

and national levels was discussed by
Syed Amjad Abbasi (ZMP, CA) and Bill
Aossey, founder and president of Mi-
damar, 1A. Panelists Shireen Pishdada
of Taqwa Co-op and Yusuf Khan of
Halal Co-op explained the co-op mod-
el for Halal business development.
Mohamed Omer of the Amir Halal
Committee, New Jersey Shura, and

periences in successfully obtaining
halal legislation in the state of New
Jersey, which is considered a model.
There are more than 8,000 gro-
cery items in a typical U.S. super-
market. Syed Rasheeduddin Ahmed,
president of the Muslim Consumer
Group, educated Muslim consumers
on techniques for making proper ha-

Enforceable andards

Muslim Americans must provide the
benchmarks to help USDA regulate halal
products. BY ABU ALI BAFAQUIH

he State of lilinois adopted

the Halal Food Act in

2002. New York Governor

Pataki signed the Halal
Meats Protection Act in 2005. Four
other states have adopted similar
measures, and efforfs continue in
states, such as Virginia, to pass

identical legislation. The question,
however, is upon which standards
will such protection be based. The
state authorities are leftina
quandary when a seller may argue—
with due support from a local
imam—that his way is also a halal
way of slaughtering animals.

12 ISLAMIC HORIZONS JULY/AUGUST 2006

Itwas suchissues that inspired
lllinois Muslims to work in collabora-
tion with ISNA to draft the “Standards
for Halal Slaughter”, which were un-
veiled at the landmark “ISNA Halal
Foods and Consumables Conference”
held in Chicago, April I5. The pro-
posed legislation, presented to the
Ilinois Department of Agriculture on
behalf of the Muslim community of
lllinois, is a furtherance of the previ-
ously passed landmark lllinois legis-
lation against misuse of the halal
designation. These proposed stan-
dards have been developed by llli-

share in national affairs, the issue of
obtaining officially supervised halal
certification is animportant issue.”
Dr. Mazhar Hussaini, director of
the ISNA Halal Program, said that
the Conference will serve as a plat-
form o bring together interested, in-
volved, and affected parties, includ-
ing producers, manufacturers,
suppliers, distributors, consumers,
food and nutrition experts, stan-
dards developers, government agen-
cies, religious scholars, leaders, and
activists to cover the current situd”
tion, build networks, developela-
tionships, and implement structur!
plans for moving forward with this

V& Cotncil, moderated,
Br. Hussaini spoke on “The Role
ietary Standards in Future
Dr, Khurshid Qureshi, ISNA
! ,_‘a_sh'Shura and president of
Assaciation of Muslim Scientists
Elggnaers (AMSE), presented
BW 0f “The Development of
. fStandards and Certifica-
Heis striving to start a con-
“sSprocess and develop a stan-
Which is universally acceptable
enin conformity with 1S0,
CODEX. Ahmed AlHattab
ed this session,
Sy mportance of establishing
SINesses at the local, regional,

Dr. Salman Z. Shaikh shared their ex-
=== - Dr. Khaja Aliuddin, sec-

lal selections. He was introduced by

retary of the Muslim
Community Center.
Basharat Saleem, direc-
tor of the ISNA Conven-
tion Department, moder-
ated.

Dr. Collins 0’Keefe from
the Bureau of Meat and
Poultry Inspection of the
lllinois Department of
Agriculture discussed
halal rule-making in the
State of lllinois.

Brother Hussaini and
Shahnawaz Khan facili-

tatives of the National Figh Council
of North America, the Council of Is-
lamic Organizations of Greater
Chicago (CIOGC), Muslim communi-
ty and business leaders, and com-
munity members.

Riad Jammal, Abdul Raheem, and
Yusuf Khan conducted a workshop
on training Muslim slaughtermen.

Expressing his impressions of the
conference, Dr. Shaikh congratulat-
ed the organizers for effectively uti-
lizing the 4 years of groundwork laid
by the Halal Law effort in New Jer-
sey. He also expressed his satisfac-
tion over the general agreement by
participants, including Dr. 0’Keefe,
on using the Halal Disclosure Form,
as used in New Jersey.

About 150 participants attended
the conference, including delegates
from Canada, Pakistan, and the Philip-
pines. A six-member delegation from
Belgium, sponsored by the U.S. De-
partment of State, was also present.
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ISNA CONFERENCES

Muslim American

Scholars and researchers find a platform to share knowledge and focus on
issues of Muslims living in the North. BY ABU ALI BAFAQUIH

uslims and Islam continue to
be in the focus. Some 10
years go, ISNA, realizing the
growing interest in and
importance of this newly
emerging field of research, introduced its
Annual Islam in America Conference.

This year, the 10th such conference was
held in Chicago, April 14-16, bringing to-
gether scholars, researchers, and commu-
nity leaders to focus on topics such as in-
terfaith initiatives in America, leadership
development, conflict resolution/peace
building in Muslim communities, social
service models in America, and current
youth trends.

ISNA, the MSA of the U.S. and Canada,
and Muslim communities have a robust
tradition of interfaith activities. This tradi-
tion was reflected in a conference session in
which Dr. Omar H. Altalib (advisor to the
Minaret of Freedom Institute) shared some
20 years of experiences in interfaith initia-
tives from the American Midwest. He said
that the Muslim tradition can be success-
fully shared in a way that leads to produc-
tive trialogue instead of destructive compe-
tition. Dr. Muhammad Shafiq (director of
the Islamic Center of Rochester, NY and di-
rector of the Interfaith Center at Nazareth
College) presented the “Qur’anic Perspec-
tive of Interfaith Relations and Dialogue
and Some Models of Interfaith Work”. Dr.
Saleem Ahmed (University of Hawaii) in-
troduced the All Believers Network (Belnet,
www.allbelievers.net), which was estab-
lished in Hawaii in 2004. He also explored
possible implications for Muslims of adopt-
ing extremist or peaceful approaches as
means to grapple with political challenges.

Dr. Khadija Khaja (Indiana University
Purdue University at Indianapolis TUPUI))
and two of her former students—Karen But-
terworth and Jonathan Stephenson [who
could not attend due to a sudden illness]—
presented “A Diverse University Classroom
Teaching Model: Breaking Stereotyping to
Build Understanding and Appreciation of
Muslims in America”. This presentation il-
lustrated an innovative university classroom
teaching model developed at Indiana Uni-
versity in a Social Work Diversity course. In
the model, a student was assigned to visit IS-
NA headquarters and assess various rumors
about the facility. The findings were a reve-
lation, destroying stereotypes that had been
aired about ISNA.

Faizan Haq (SUNY-Buffalo) focused on
the “Cross Cultural Communication Crisis
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between the West and the Muslim World”.
Shaza Khan (a doctoral candidate at
Rochester University) offered her research
on “the adolescent experiences of diasporic
Muslim females”, highlighting how second
generation Muslim women are expressing
their identity. Civil Rights Attorney Kam-
ran Memon highlighted his efforts in “De-
fusing America’s Fear of Muslims”.

Dr. Unus (director of The Fairfax Insti-
tute) explored governance and account-
ability in the context of Islam-based orga-
nizations. He reviewed sample case studies
of such organizations engaged in strategic
planning and examined the role that
strategic planning has played and can play
in improving governance and accountabil-
ity in Muslim community organizations.

Zainab Alwani (a member of the Figh
Council of North America) discussed the
structure of Maqaasid al Shari‘ah (the ob-

Dr. Khadija Khaja, Karen Butterwarth,
and Jonathan Stephenson presented
an innovative university classroom
teaching model developed at Indiana
University in a Social Work Dwersl!y
course. In the model, a student was
assigned to visit ISNA headquarters
and assess various rumors about the
facility. The findings were a revelation,
destroying stereotypes that had been
aired about ISNA,

Shazia Siddiqui presents her experiences inj; -
launching a youth centered activities program

3

jectives of shari‘ah), highlighting the role

of this essential methodology in dealing

with Muslim American family challenges:
Dr. Louay Safi (executive director of the

ISNA Leadership Development Center)

discussed the issue of leadership and cul-
tural change.

Shariq A. Siddiqui, a Ph.D student in
Philanthropic Studies at TUPUL looked at
philanthropic behavior amongst Mushim
Americans.

Dr. Shafi A. Khaled, executive director
of the North American Bandladv_shx [slam=
ic Community, spoke on “Privacy and the
Path to Faith and Practice”.

Dr Dilnawaz Siddiqui, chairman of th€
Islamic Horizons’ editorial ~advisory
board, Dr. Unus, executive director, Fair-
fax Institute, and Dr. Safi, served 2s PX%
gram committee members, with Mukhta®
Ahmad, ISNA programs director. ®

i G
PHOTOGRAPHYS BY ZAIE!
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he Islamic Socxeny of North Americ

NAEast Zone Coriferenc@

he inaugural session
of the ISNA East
Zomne Conference,
held under the
theme “Muham-

mad (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa

i u : The Man and the

essage™, in Washington, DC,

y 27-29. featured a succes-
nof speakers introducing
nal Muslim organizations
are working to establish
‘and peace through edu-
mand da’wah in the U.S.
The opening session was al-

0 addressed by ISNA Acting

ary General Ahmad El-
b: Host Committee Chair
d President of the All Dulles

Area Muslim Society Rizwan

4; National Director of the

NA Office of Interfaith and
Sommunity Relations (IOICR)

Sayy:d Muhammad Syeed;

ouncll on Amencan—Is-

Relations (¢ AIR); Mahdi

of the Muslim American

Ci cty, Radwan Majidi of the
10 Circle of North Ameri-
(ICNA) Aly Abuzaakouk of
uncil on the Study of Is-
€mocracy; President

WWW.isna.net = convention

Shared

‘East Coast Muslims host their first and successful ISNA regional
conference focusing on the Seerah. BY ABU AMAL HADHRAMI

of the MSA National Mohamed
Sheibani; and President of the
Muslim Youth of North Ameri-
ca (MYNA) Zaki Barzinji.

The conference, attended by
more than 1100 Muslims from
various communities, offered
inspiring talks on all aspects of
the Prophetic life. The speakers
included national as well as in-
ternational figures such as ISNA
President Shaykh Muhammad
Nur Abdullah, ISNA Vice Pres-
ident Dr. Ingrid Mattson, for-
mer Malaysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim, Former ISNA
president Dr. Abdalla Idris Ali,
Egyptian scholar Moez Ma-
soud, and ADAMS Executive
Director Imam Mohamed
Magid.

The conference program
was structured into “tracks”
that included the Seerah of the
Prophet, Family, Leadership,

Community, MSA, and MYNA.

Conference Program Chair Dr.
Igbal Unus explained that the
tracks allowed attendees to fol-
low particular tracks, attending
several panel discussions in the
area, and sharpening their
knowledge and skills. This, he
said, is typical of professional
conferences. ISNA Leadership

Development Center awarded
certificates to those who attend-
ed 3 out of 4 panels in the Lead-
ership track.

ADAMS Deputy Imam
Sheikh Rashid Lamptey and
Dr. Mattson focused on “Con-
necting with Allah: Nurtunng
the Prophetic Tra-
dition in Our Daily
Lives”, pointing out
that although we
live in a ime long
after the Prophet’s \
deathandinaland
far away from
where the message
began, this connec- |
tion is certainly at-
tainable for us.

Dr. Mattson an
Dr. Abdalla Idris  Ebik
Ali highlighted how the Prophet
affected societal change
through his vision, planning,
work ethic, and determination.
Dr. Idris Ali reflected on the im-
portance of spreading the
Prophet’s message t.h.rough our
actions, not just our sayings.

Since its founding, family has
been central to ISNA. This is
now being emphasized through
the inclusion of matrimonial
events in regional conferences,

d Mrs. Naz Malik (!em and

ALERT MESSAGE: Anwar Ibrahim
reminded that Muslims must affect
reforms and strive for higher goals.

rather than only at the national
convention. Imam Magid and
his wife, Amaarah Decuir, who
conduct a popular matrimonial
program in the ADAMS com-
munity, offered a one hour lec-
ture style session followed by a
two hour interactive program,
where participants had the op-
portunity to connect with others
looking for spouses.

The conference also provid-
ed education on essential mat-
ters such as estate planning,
Dr. Yaqub Mirza of Sterling
Management discussed the nu-
ances of wills, trusts, and estate
planning.

The “Family” track included
speakers such as Salma
Abugideiri, an experienced
counselor, Dr. Tanveer Mirza,
Imam Johari Abdul Malik, and
FAITH Director Ambreen
Ahmed. They discussed topics
including marriage, family life,
and domestic violence.

Standing room only in the
panel on “Speaking Up: Mus-
lims in the Media” testified to
the community’s concerns. The
session, addressed by Omar
Mullick, Younis, and Jaka, was
designed for those who wish to
become more involved in work-
ing with the media and offered

ideas for a coherent and cohe-

sive media strategy.
Moderator Farhad
Chaudhury intro-
duced the Muslim
American Journal-
ists Association
(MAJA) during the
session.

ISNA is dedicated
to nurturing leader-
ship skills in the
youth, and many
youth, including
Uzma Unus, Dania
Ayoubi, Uroosa Khan, Asma
Mirza, Fatima Mirza, Sana
Pasha, Owais Balti and Zaki
Barzinji, served as moderators.

Attendees appreciated con-
ference presentations, especial-
ly those by Imam Sheikh
Rashid Lamptey, Moez Ma-
soud, and Imam Johari. There
was also wide agreement that
the volunteers did an excellent
job and that overall it was a
well-organized event. B
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hicago is once again readying to

welcome participants to the

Annual ISNA Convention. This

year marks the Convention’s

43rd year and the theme will be
“Achieving Balance in Faith, Family and
Community”.

The Convention offers socialization for
Muslims living in the U.S. and Canada, but
it also strives to empower them with the
knowledge and skills they need for everyday
life, to fulfill their civic duties and obliga-
tions, and of course to safeguard their rights.
The program includes sessions on topics
such as figh issues, civic involvement, Is-
lamaphobia, education, da’wah, family and
youth issues, and masjid organizaton. An-
other important component of the program
is fiscal issues, including Islamic investing,
retirement planning, and informed giving.

The excitement is building in Chicago
and at the ISNA headquarters in suburban
Indianapolis, IN. In Chicago, ISNA’s long-
term convention partner, the Council of Is-
lamic Organizations of Greater Chicago, is
working hand in hand with ISNA staff.
CIOGC Chair Dr. Abdul-Malik Mujahid
serves as the convention co-chair, and IS-

NA Vice President Dr. Ingrid Mattson
serves as program chair.

At ISNA headquarters, a skeletal staff
miraculously works to organize the Con-
vention details. Routine jobs include invit-

ing speakers to attend, ar-

ranging travel for speakers, EIEEGN VSN

and accommodating over- EEYIRT XS ET-CR{1]3

seas visitors and their inter- | NP N I
ISNA Convention.

By Umberine Abdullah

preters. At the heart of the
preparations are scores of
volunteers from across the

— A

hicago Readies Welcome %

chairing the Women’s En-
tertainment  subcommit-
tee, promises an exciting
program.

Last year, the Convention
provided the Muslim
American Journalists Asso-

U.S. and Canada who as-

. . A Convention coordinator Sadiya
sist with everything from ¥ updates fellow staff in

ciation (MAJA) with an op-
portunity to introduce it

program content to partici- e LR e self. This year, MAJA will

pant registration to securi- [CEIEEICHIERUNCIGETY

ty procedures. Volunteers

also run crucial programs, such as the
babysitting services and children’s pro-
grams, which are essential to the positive
experience of parents.

Mukhtar Ahmad, director of Conven-
tion, Conferences, and Programs, and
Sadiya Ali are currently working hard to
fine tune the program.

This year’s program will include well-
known speakers such as Shaykh Hamza
Yusuf, Sulayman Nyang, Imam Hassan Al-
Qazwini of the Detroit-based Islamic Cen-
ter of America (ICOA), and Imam Zaid
Shakir of Deen Intensive Foundation.

It will also feature the usual Qur’an
Competition, Art Exhibition, and Enter-
tainment Program. The Meet the Author
program, which has become a Convention
regular, will again offer authors the oppor-
tunity to meet and interact with other au-
thors and readers. Ameena Jandali, who is

have two sessions.
Inkeeping with the commu-
nity needs, ISNA continues to offer matri-
monial advertising in its “Islamic Horizons™
magazine, and the Convention Matrimoni-
al Banquet serves as an opportunity for fam-
ilies and perspective spouses to meet.

The Muslim Students Association of
U.S. & Canada (MSA) and the Muslim
Youth of North America (MYNA) will hold
their own parallel programs, sharing sever=
al sessions with the main ISNA Convention-

According to ISNA Conventions Diree-
tor Basharat Saleem, more than 600
booths in the Convention bazaar have al=
ready been reserved by mcrchandis.ers:-
service providers, and nonprofit organiza=
tions. Hotel accommodations are alsO

uickly filling up.
= Fory moreg ilfformaﬁon, contact [SNA
Conventions Department: 317-839-8157
ext. 241; email—convention@isna.net; 0%
fax—317-839-1822.

16 ISLAMIC HORIZONS JULY/AUGUST 2006

-
C

THE ISLAMIC SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICA

~ 43" Annual ISNA Convention

ACHIEVING BALANCE
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REG
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RATION FORM

Avoid Delays

REGISTER ONLINE SAVE TIME AND MONEY WWW.ISNA.NET

I Home Phone T Fax
| First Name Last Name
| Street Address . BT T Saea S —
[ | = e =
[ il ey
City State/Prov. Postal Code
E-mail Address (required) ] Profession = N
i g A

Spouse’s First Name

Spouse’s Last Name

Dependents (please list in order by age)

U E _ .
\ First Name Last Name Age
- ] = ||
First Name Last Name Age
First Name Last Name Age
First Name lLast Name l\?e
MUST READ

Itis our commitment to provide you and your family an enlightening and safe environment during the ISNA Convention. In this regard ISNA holds the right to rem Ve
any person whom ISNA deems necessary to maintain order or for any other reason. By registering for the ISNA Convention | agree that if any member in my groug
whose names are written on this form, or myself cause any disturbance during the convention, | or any member of my group will leave the convention center immes
diately on order of ISNA official. The judgment of term “disturbance” will be determined solely by ISNA officials.

Registration Fess (US $)

Adult (19+ years)
Husband and Wife

University Students/MSA
(Provide Copy of I.D.)

MYNA (12 — 18 years) Per Youth

Children’s Program (6-12 years)
Each Child

T
|
1 Babysitting ($50 per child/per event)

' TIMING:
Friday

$ 75X =$
$135X =3
$ 55X =%
$ 20X =$
$ 20X =93

Method of Payment (US)

Transferred Totals
G/ =

Section
Registration Fee
Donation to Brotherhood Fund $
MYNA Scholarship Fund $
Membership Fees $
Saturday Community Service
Recognition Luncheon $
($100 per Individual and
$1000 per table)

TOTAL DUE $ -

3:00 pm — 10:30 pm

Saturday and Sunday 9:00 am — 10:30 pm

TOTAL: §$

Add $30 per form after August 1, 2006

[ CHECK (Payable to ISNA) #
Amount

$ I8

[ CHARGE to the following Card: »
[(OMaster [Jvisa [JAMEx [ Disco
Card # - =

Printed Name As Appears on Credit Card:
_ Exp. Date

Signature =

P HOTEL RESERVATION

REGISTRATION DEADLINE AUGUST 1, 2006

How to Reserve Your Room
September 1 — 4, 2006

ns must be made on the official form and must be
h your registration form before August 1, 2006.
receive your confirmation within 3 weeks.
line reservations will be received by e-mail

pservations
ant along Wit
- should
sonfirmation for on-
amediately. : . .
2 soms are assigned on a first-come first-serve, available basis
received. If the hotel of your choice is full, you will be

ssigned to the next alternative.

o type is not guaranteed & subject to availability. There may
» an extra charge for rollaway beds. (The hotel at check in will
ﬁfy you.) Since there are a limited number'of roorps with two
ouble beds, and in consideration for those with families, please
inly request rooms with 2 beds if it is absolutely necessary.

SANCELLATION: You will receive your confirmation directly

""in the hotel. If you do not cancel 3-weeks prior to your arrival

ate, your deposit is forfeited. Cancellations will be done only by

JA. Fax your written request to 317-839-1822.

{you need to make a change or cancellation after you received
r confirmation, please follow the instructions on your confir-

nation form.

@ review your confirmation letter.

Hotel Information

Rates do not include state or local taxes.

Rates Rank Your
Per Night  Preference
(1,2, 3, 4)
Hyatt Regency O’Hare $99.00

(Connected to Rosemont Convention Genter)

Doubletree $97.00

(Across from Convention Center)

Sofitel $84.00

(Connected to Rosemont Convention Center)
Crown Plaza $79.00

(Across from Convention Center)

Room Type

Check One: D 1 Bed in room D 2 Beds in room

Name of person #2

i .
0r fax this form with your completed registration form.
ousing forms will not be processed without
registration forms and payment.

- Name of pérson #3 o
5t Name
A Name of person #4 =
ast Name Arrival Date”
Departure Date”
7| * Recommended Dates Arrive 9/1/2006  Depart 9/4/2006
|
8t Address
] Method of Payment (US $)
. - To guarantee your reservation, a deposit for the first night
is required.
| « Deposits may be made by check or credit card.
&/Province Postal Code » Deposits are completely non-refundable as of 3 weeks to
arrival.
"f?ghe i MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO HOTEL(S)
— [7
L] Check # Amount $ o
[J charge to the following Card:
ail [ master card [ visa [ amex [ piscover
Pi j i
ease list any special needs TR T
R— —_—
Printed Name as Appears on Credit Card Exp. Date

Signature




FERAENY

How to Reserve Your Room
September 1 - 4, 2006

1. Reservations must be made on the official form and must be
sent along with your registration form before August 1, 2006.
You should receive your confirmation within 3 weeks.
Confirmation for on-line reservations will be received by e-mail
immediately.

2. Rooms are assigned on a first-come first-serve, available basis
as received. If the hotel of your choice is full, you will be
assigned to the next alternative.

3. Bed type is not guaranteed & subject to availability. There may
be an extra charge for rollaway beds. (The hotel at check in will
notify you.) Since there are a limited number of rooms with two
double beds, and in consideration for those with families, please
only request rooms with 2 beds if it is absolutely necessary.

4. CANCELLATION: You will receive your confirmation directly
from the hotel. If you do not cancel 3-weeks prior to your arrival
date, your deposit is forfeited. Cancellations will be done only by
ISNA. Fax your written request to 317-839-1822.

5. If you need to make a change or cancellation after you received
your confirmation, please follow the instructions on your confir-
mation form.

Please review your confirmation letter.

First Name

Street Address

City

State/Province Postal Code

Telephone

Fax

E-mail

R Please list any special needs

 HOTEL RESERVATION

REGISTRATION DIéADLINE AUGUST 1, 2006

Hotel Information

Rates do not include state or local taxes,

Rates Rank Yo
- ur
Per Night P'efel'enca
(1.2,3, 4y
Hyatt Regency O’Hare $99.00 .
(Connected to Rosemont Convention Center) =
Doubletree $97.00 ;
(Across from Convention Center) T ’
Sofitel $84.00
(Connected to Rosemont Convention Center) T ol
Crown Plaza $79.00

(Across from Convention Center)

Room Type

Check One: D 1 Bed in room D 2 Bed

Name of pe;son #2

i
s in room “

1

—

Name of person #3

Na;ne of person #4

Arrival Date”

Departure Date”

* Recommended Dates Arrive 9/1/2006  Depart 9/4/2006 i

Method of Payment (US %x

- To guarantee your reservation, a deposit for the first nights ‘

is required.
+ Deposits may be made by check or credit card.

- Deposits are completely non-refundable as of 3 weeks ol

arrival.

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO HOTEL(S)

[] Check # Amount $

U Charge to the following Card:

D Master Card D VISA D AMEX

Credit Card Number

Mail or fax this form with your completed registration form.
Housing forms will not be processed without
registration forms and payment.

Printed Name as Appears on Credit Card

Signature

|

e

R51 ARABIBA SHRAy

2o an Arabic Learning Adventure

o Arabic with &‘M'P‘-ﬁ'
Arcbion Sinbad

FINE MEDIA GROUP

Arabian Sinbad is a fantastic new tool that
will make learning Arabic a breeze!

& and a Song CD all in your very own treasure chest.
)
i 4 ay!
| 0@;\» &X‘fﬁ ...and set sail
" with Arabian Sinbad

Rihe Arabic Learning Treasure Chest

3 includes animated DVDs, Activity books,
L CD-ROM Games, Flashcards, Stickers, a Puzzle

www.finemediagroup.com
1-800 - FMG -2000




MARRAENS

ALNEWS

A PUBLIC
FACE

hat was a hijab-clad teenager doing
WOn a billboard in Indianapolis, IN?

She was telling the world that she, a
Muskim American, aspires to be a dentist.

Mariam Al-Hassani, 13, won the right to
share her future dreams with the city in an art
contest sponsored by Your Art Here (YAH), an
Indiana-based nonprofit public art organiza-
tion, which put her winning artwork on the
billboard during March 2006.

The organization, which was created to pro-
vide the Bloomington and Indianapolis com-
munities with an opportunity to engage in vi-
sual, public dialogue via the appropriation of
billboards and other public spaces in celebra-
tion of National Youth Art Month, invited art
on the topic “Who Do You Want to Be When
You Grow Up?” YAH aspires to extend visual
expression beyond traditional museum and
gallery spaces to the community-at-large by
creating a public space where art and ideas
can be expressed freely to a wide, diverse audi-
ence. This year’s topic asked participants to
self-reflect on the kind of person they want to
be as an adult and how they can have a posi-
tive effect through their work, their family,
and their community. Students communicated
their hopes, dreams, and questions about their
futures, imagining such things as career choic-
es, what they will look like, and what it will
mean to be true to themselves as grown-ups in
the world.

Al-Hassani, currently in seventh grade,
loves mathematics and social sciences. Her fa-
ther, Dr. Mohammed A. Al-Hassani, teaches
at Indiana University-Purdue University at
Indianapolis (IUPUI), and her mother teaches
at an Islamic pre-school. B

8 YOUTH ART MONTH
f 8 Was selectad

< ‘;LiE.ARNCH. :

CELLULOID MESSAGE:
Muslim Americans seek
1o use the big sereen

ART MEETS THE ARTIST.
Maryam basks under
the glow of the billboard
she designed

mlhwnc?-'a-llm...".

am N'H’.CG’MG e

to promote interfaith
understanding

|l ustSayGo Films (www.JustSayGoFilms.com), a
Dallas, TX-based media company, vows to counter

versified films” makes it “imperative for us to bring to
the forefront, high-quality media productions for tele-
vision and film that portray Muslims in a realistic, non-

the negative Muslim stereotype in the mainstream
and meet the growing demand for positive Muslim
ys its founder Nacem Randhawa.

dhawa, who describes his venture as “a diversity
d film company”, says, “We have been working
cal and national Muslim communities to film
ce news and in-depth stories that bring at-
1o the diversity that exists in America, and to
ridges between all Americans.”

says that “recent mainstream interest in more di-

magistrate for Dearborn’s I19th District
Court and as a lawyer in private prac-
tice, volunteers for various notable
civic organizations, including but not
limited to the Dearborn Rotary Club,
the Seeds of Peace, the Arab-
American Institute, the Islamic Center
of America, the Arab-American Anti-
Discrimination Committee, and the
Alliance for a Safer, Greater Detroit.
The University of Michigan alum,

fluslim Woman
akes the Bench

harlene Mekled Elder, 36, was
linted to the 3rd Circuit Court of

8 County by Michigan Governor

rGranholm. Judge Elder be-

the state’s first female, first

yand first Muslim American

ind her appointment comes

AIR-Canada settled a

lawsuit, it appears that

CANADA RADIO ADMITS ERROR

defamation lawsuit

against David Harris and
CFRA Radio arising from an
April 1, 2004 broadcast, where
Harris, president of Insignis
Strategic Research and former
chief of Strategic Planning for
the Canadian Security Intelli-
gence Service (CSIS), implied
that CAIR-Canada was a terror-
ist organization.

CFRA Radio settled and of-
fered Sheema Khan, former
chair of CAIR-Canada, an op-
portunity to rebut Harris’ Sept.
2004 comments. CFRA also had
former executive director Riad
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Saloojee as a guest with Steve
Madely on the Lunch Bunch, a
noon-hour roundtable news dis-
cussion. Since the launch of the

CFRA has not used
Harris as a guest com-
mentator.

- Last year, CAIR-
Canada also sued
David Frum, a former
White House speech-
writer who helped coin
George Bush’s “axis of
evil” phrase, and the
“National Post”, who
suggested that CAIR-
Canada had terrorist
affiliations. In the settlement
against Frum, the “Post” pub-
lished an Editor’s Note stating,
“David Frum and the National

Bstate’s first female governor,
Arahic speaker, Judge
HUANES to the bench a solid legal

who received her law degree from the
Detroit College of Law (1995), re-
minds, “Education is your salvation.

Post acknowledge that the =
Council on American-Islanie

L nau'.o i Und and a diverse upbring- Our children will have no excuse to not
grassroots organization Wi yne County has the largest el ey

stated purpose of crnpowertis ‘:hﬁon of Arab Americans

Canadian Muslims thro e Middle East, roughly )

community educaﬁqn, med! and Michigan is home to EVI' n“ m p Ed

lations, anti-discriminatigt imately 400,000 Muslims. Some cab drivers at the

Elder never opted for the
e 22, she set out to have
“Shamarriage, and children.
t,ﬁlc hasallthree as a judge,
tdeputy CEQ of Wayne

e m Eldt.ar. and mother of
“eren, Madina (12), Nozmi
Nifie (9), and Adam ™.

v;m the bench, she
“1Y0ungest son’s soccer
Participates in the sporting
Merother three children,

0 Mmost vecently served as

public advocacy‘..David I )
and the National Post acki
edge that neither Sheema
nor the Council on Americ
Islamic Relations (Lmad_a o
cates or promotes terrorisibess
is acknowledged that Sheem®
Khan and the Council on

American-Islamic Relallﬂn”j

Canada have repeatedly 2
firmed the importanceé ] g
derstanding and apprecitiy
Islam in Canadian s0C1E%°

Minneapolis-St. Paul International
airport are refusing to take passen-
gers who carry aicohol, such as bot-

biased point of view.”

JustSayGo Films is currently providing events and
news coverage for a national satellite network. In addi-
tion to filming news segments, JustSayGo Films also
produces an entertainment show. Also in the works are
adocumentary, “American Ramadan"—an introspective
look at 5 families in Dallas and Los Angeles, observing
and practicing their faith in America—and, afirst, a
Muslim travel show, which is to be aired in Fall 2006.

tles of wine or cases of beer, because
it conflicts with their religious be-
liefs, reported KSTP-TV, April 27.

Muslim drivers, airport staff said,
have refused to take passengers
with alcohol 922 times in the past
year. Airport policy does allow dri-
vers to refuse a fare, only if they re-
turn to the beginning of the cah line,
which can mean awaitof 3to 4
hours until their next fare.

Airport officials have met with the
Cab Driver Advisory Board to resolve
the issue. They say they have inves-
tigated policies at other airports but
concluded that the problem is
unique to MSP.

Conscientious Muslims every-
where share such abhorrence of al-
cohol. South Africa’s newly-emer-
gent star Hashim Amla—the first
cricketer of South Asian descent to
represent his country—told his
sports board that he will not
wear any sponsorship logos on
his playing kit that relate to al-
cohol as it goes against his reli-
gion.

Similarly, last year, during
Australia versus the World,
Pakistani cricket players re-
fused to wear logos of alcoholic
beverages.

SCIENCE
ACHIEVER

r. Zuber D. Mulla will
receive the
Professional

Achievement Award from the
University of Arizona Alumni
Association (UAAA). An as-
sociate professor and assis-
tant director of Clinical
Research in the Department
of Obstetrics and Gynecology
at Texas Tech University
School of Medicine, Dr.
Mulla
was rec-
ognized
in part
for his re-
search
on the
clinical
epidemi-
ology of
necrotiz-
ing fasci-
itis
caused by the “flesh-eating”
bacterium group A
Streptococcus. The award
ceremony will be held in
Tucson this November.

Dr. Mulla is also currently
serving on the Board of
Trustees of the Islamic
Center of El Paso.

Milestone
Award Winner

bdul Malik Mujahid, chairman
Aof the Council of Isiamic Orga-

nizations of Greater Chicago,
received the Milestone Award, pre-
sented by the Asian American Institute
to Asian community leaders to mark
their contributions to society.

Dr. Mujahid previously served as
National coordinator for the Bosnia
Task Force, USA and Kosova Task
Force, USA, both of which were coali-
tions of North America's leading
Muslim organizations. It was in this
capacity that he initiated the forma-
tion of the Islamic Shura Council of
North America. His other civic com-
mitments include successfully initiat-
ing a joint campaign between
American Muslims and the National
Organization of Women (NOW) to de-
clare rape a war crime in 1993.

The Institute, established in 1992 as
a pan-Asian not-for-profit organization,
strives to empower the Asian American
community through advocacy, research,
education, and coalition building.
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TINY OVER ACHIEVER

(11 o one
group ap-
peared on

stage more, receiv-

ing more recogni-

tion than The Mus-

lim Student

Association. The

group of 15 full-time
students received

four awards, includ-

ing the Outstanding

Overall Program

Award for their

‘15th Annual Islam-

ic Cultural Night’

and Exceptional

Small Organization
Award,” stated Ben Aaker of
“The Rocky Mountain Colle-
gian” (5/4/06), reporting on
Colorado State University’s
fourth annual Student Orga-
nizations Awards and Recog-
nition (SOARY).

There are over 300 regis-
tered student organizations
on the Ft. Collins campus,
and SOAR recognized 25 or-

ganizations and nine individ-
uals in seven different cate-
gories.

“We’ve worked so hard to
achieve our goal of showing
the Fort Collins community
about the Islamic culture and
heritage in hopes of bridging
the gap,” said Zaki Safar,
vice-president of the Muslim
Student Association. “It feels

]

A BEVY OF HONORS: A team was
required to handle the large
number of awards garnered by the
tiny MSA chapter.

so nice to be recognized for all
our hard work.”

The MSA’s “15th Annual
Islamic Cultural Night” was
declared Outstanding Overall
Program and its website was
recognized as the best.

The chapel of the new Clarian North Hospital in Indianapolis, IN was dedicated, May 2.
Diverse religious leaders were invited to offer prayers and blessings. Dr. Shahid Athar, a former
president of the Islamic Medical Association of North America, offered prayers for patients and
healthcare providers, gifted a copy of the Qur’an to the chapel, and recited Surah Al-Fatihah.
(from right) Rev. Elizabeth Price, Chaplain Judy Doll, Hospital CEQ Jonathan Goble, Director of
Ethics Dr. Steve lvy, Rabbi Jonathan Adland, Dr. Shahid Athar, and Rabbi Arnold Beinstock.
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ENSHRINE
in Memory

harifa Alkhatggg
s with yet another
time by the Mysfjm

Society Freedom Foundation: 2
May 6th Standing for Justicy
suburban Washingtop, e

Alkhateeb, who digg of ¢
year, was a pillar of the Gy,
Washington Muslim Community sy
championed the causes of edupatie.
civic affairs, women's jssy
counseling, and mediation,
the time combating anti-fys

“Sharifa Alkhateeb spent
‘Standing for Justice’ for Musli
non-Muslims alike,” said Wajd
executive director of MAS Frag
Foundation.

Speakers at the banqust—s
der the theme of “defending oy
age, our rights and our fajth*—
cluded nationally renowned ra
television personality Amy Gog
news director and Morning Show
at Pacifica station WBAI in Naw
City; Muslim Association of B
President Sir Iqbal Sacranis
Siraj Wahhaj; and others in solidafit
with MAS Freedom.

FITNESS
Modesty

A Lincoln Park, M fitness o=

women, has agreed to placead
and frosted glass to ensure that
will not be able to see men, and
versa, while working out in a new e

section of the gym, reports “Detroit

Free Press” (4/26/06).

“We hope all of our female membeEs

will be pleased,” said Jodi Berry,
ministrative director for Fitngss Ui

The move came after almost
Muslim women members of Fil
USA signed a petition saying that thé
company reneged on 2 promlsgtﬂ,
maintain gender separation inits
Lincoln Park facility. ..

“We try to avoid as much as
ble placing ourselves in situatlpﬂf |
where we can be seen in immOGess
ways in front of the other gond
Dawud Walid, executive direct0
Michigan chapter of the Gounti ;
American-Islamic Relations; '0“_" o
“Detroit Free Press”.

The West Bloomfield-based 6@ -
has announced that other Fitness:
facilities in Westland, De_arb0m:.
Woods, and Royal Oak will contl :
accommodate privacy goreems:

Bpulations in Kenya and Malawi.

- OVER 11 MILLION FACE STARVAT|ON
- IN KENVA, MaLaw! ETHIOPIA, AND SOMaL)a

3
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DLAMIC

(888) 479-4968
www.irw.org
PO Box 6098 Burbank, CA91510

ic Relief’'s Emergency Appeal

iamic Relief has allocated an initial budget of
000 and is appealing for $1.2 million to
e emergency assistance for the starving

Slamic Relief has previously assisted the
S0pie of Malawi during the 2002 food crisis.

1 ic Relief is assisting the victims of the
#90 Crisis through projects implemented
Ough its field offices in Malawi, Kenya,
#llopia, and Somalia.

* fush your donation today.
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ISLAM IN AMERICA

Two Philadelphia Muslims offer a living example
that dedication leads to successful community
building. BY OBAIDULLAH SIDDIQUI
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NSIDE THE CONFINES OFA

small studio, a calm, calculated voieey

oblivious to the buzz of the highw

outside, domineers the still air. Sp

ing into a large microphone, the digne
fied voice, stressing the last syllable of every
word, invitingly hooks the unseen audie
with a simple phrase, “You are now list ‘
to Living Islam.” Thus, begins the wcekly‘ e
dio program hosted by the Inte rnational =
Muslim Brotherhood (IMB), aired every s
urday afternoon for the past three years: /o

Today’s host, Imam Rashid Abdul
speaks about Prophet Noah’s life and
and for him, speaking comes nat'll_l'al-
booming voice commands attention;
knowledge commands respect. Th.e
orange beard belies his age, but his &y
veal a imeworn wisdom. He 1s an e‘lder
West Philadelphia IMB communitys
produced and maintains the city’s oldes
digenous masjid. The community “_0“'
as a beacon of Islam in the inner cIf; &8
its base is Sheikh Anwar Muhaimin:

Sheikh Anwar, along with his broti‘l
tadh Anas and a handful of dedicat€SEgy
lims, have committed themselves 0
mission—to enlighten others and help.
evolve as Muslims. Such is c\"idcvn;u »
community’s focus on education. Il

B e an ad

subsidiary and full-time, state
enrolls 80 students from
- 12th grade. Quba al-

arten to the
dergar alt weekend school and the

Nafea Muhaimin Q}‘n"an School,
o their [l;ucj father. ?he strong em-
4 ducation Was instilled in Anwar
: . father, whose pursuit of

- 1ed him to the IMB.
Islam, Sheikh Nafea was
musician. Through music he was intro-
g [slam, as he met and played with otkf-
ns who were Mushim. These musi-
music as a tool for da‘wah, using
fime to discuss Islam. In their compa-

a witnessed prayer and Qu’ran recita-

i appealed 10 his musical nature. He

it to learn the beautiful sounds. They in-
him to IMB, where Nafea initially intend-
1o learn Arabic. Nafea, however, grew
Tslam and in 195+ took shahadah.
he IMB was founded in 1949 by Imam
Ahmed, an African-American from
Iphia, who was originally associated
the Qadiani cult in Pittsburgh, but later
' with Prof. Muhammad Ezzaldeen.
eon established the Adenu Allahu Uni-
Arabic Association, which sought to
network of Islamic social communities
the eastern United States. Ezzaldeen
s were established in New Jersey, Ohio,
ork, and Florida. Nasir modified Ez-
en’s model and developed the IMB to
gss the needs of urban residents. Al-
little else is definitively known about
s early days, community members are

ely sifting through the different, some-
8 conflicting, oral histories to authenti-

r Abdus-Salan; left, and Sheikh Anwar
the Mustim Brotherhood Masjid; The lime-green
£ which now houses the duba Institute. was
var's childhood home:

cate a single account. Sheikh Anwar recog-
nizes that validating the IMB’s history is of
greatimportance, “We want people to be very
clear about their history and origin.”

For Anwar, his own origin is inseparable
from that of the community. He was born and
raised Muslim in Philadelphia, where he
resided until the age of 11. Before his twelfth
birthday, his father made a choice that would
eventually steer the family’s future; he moved
them to Saudi Arabia. The opportunity pre-
sented itself to Sheikh Nafea while on hajj in
1972, when invited to stay and study Islam.
Nafea knew that Muslim communities in Amer-
ica would advance only as far as the knowledge
of their members. At that point, much of the
knowledge presented to the IMB community
was from students affiliated with the University
of Pennsylvania and Temple University Muslim
Student Associations (MSA). Of course, IMB
could not rely solely on students who taught
classes and gave khutbahs in their spare time.
So with the pursuit of knowledge as his goal,
Nafea accepted the invitation.

But not everyone was looking forward to the
move. Anwar did not accept the news with an
open mind. For him, Saudi Arabia was another
world, especially some 40 years ago. For an 11-
year-old from inner city Philadelphia, it was a
world beyond his imagination. To him, every-
one else was alien. It quickly became apparent

==

ar

that he was the stranger, the foreigner. Al-
though in America Anwar was in the sixth
grade, in the Saudi Arabian school system he
was required to begin from the first grade. He

was bigger than the other kids, black, Ameri-
can, and he did not speak Arabic. Anwar and
Anas were teased, and the transition was diffi-
cult. Their support of each other however al-
lowed them to harness the childish negativity
and apply themselves to their studies.

After three straight years in Saudi Arabia,
the Muhaimin family began to make annual
summer trips to America. Once again, howev-
er, Anwar found himselfin culture shock. What
was once his home was now an unfamiliar
land. He viewed Philadelphia and its people in
an unusual light, which prompted his father to
swiftly remind him of his roots. ““This is where
you’re from, who your people are, and what
you’re coming back too,” Anwar remembers
his father saying. The Muhaimin family trav-
eled to the South, visiting family in South Car-
olina and Georgia. (While his nuclear family
was Muslim, his extended family was not.) Be-
ing exposed to African-American life with an
Islamic perspective during his formative years
honed a skill Anwar would brandish many
times in his future—that of relating to others.

Also during these summer breaks, Anwar
would meet with his friend, Zubair Abdus-
Shaheed. Zubair came into Islam at the age of
five, after his parents, discontent with Chris-
Hanity, took shahadah. Together, Anwar and
Zubair shared their perspectives, each bring-
ing a unique view of the world to the table.
These interactions, while helping them
broaden their view of Islam, were also the
seeds of their future roles in the community.

Back in Saudi Arabia, Anwar and Anas
soon learned how to navigate through Arab
society and the school system. They developed
friendships, and as for school, to say they ex-
celled is an understatement. By 15, Anwar had
memorized the entdre Qur’an. He went on to
graduate first in his high school class of over
400 students and third in his class with honors
from the Islamic University of Medina. He re-
ceived jjaazah in Aqeedah, Hadith, Tafsir, and
Figh. Anas also memorized the Qur'an and
received jjaazah in the same subjects. Shortly
after 1983, however, Anas cut his studies short
to care for his parents who had left Saudi Ara-
bia. Sheikh Nafea, a Korean War veteran, had
a heart condition requiring greater care than
Saudi Arabia’s healthcare system at the time
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ISLAM IN AMERICA

could provide. Anwar stayed, completed his
studies in 1989, and returned to America.
When he arrived in America, however, tak-
ing over the masjid was not in his plans. On the
contrary, Anwar wanted to be an international
corporate lawyer. He knew his intimate knowl-
edge of the Middle East could land him a lu-
crative position with a large firm. However,
something held him back; he was too connect-
ed to the community. Sheikh Nafea had im-
parted the importance of working within the
community for social justice and enlightening
others. This was the IMB’s mission. [t was what
Anwar’s father did for him and his brother. And
is what they choose to do for others.
Spreading da‘wah, through words and ac-
tions, is a paramount mission for every Mus-
lim and masjid. To accomplish this, Anwar
and Anas opened the Quba school, along with
numerous other IMB expansions, including a
funeral home, publishing company, arbitra-

tion center, and community development cor-
poration. Since few great tasks are rarely done
alone, it took the help of many other Muslim
professionals, educators, and community ac-

tivists to foster the growth of the IMB.
One such person is Suad Islam, Anas’s
wife. Being principal of Quba Institute
is just one of her many roles and accom-
plishments. With Master’s degrees in
education from Temple and in urban
studies from Temple and the University
of Pennsylvania, and after completing
a graduate program for principals at
Harvard, Suad is currently working to-
ward a Ph.D. in the sociology of educa-
tion at Temple. She has recharged the
Quba mission, focusing on holistic edu-
cation and encouraging students to
transcend borders and accept other-
ness. Quba does so by involving them in
numerous interfaith projects in hopes
of making them comfortable working
with non-Muslims, while maintaining a
strong sense of self. Her belief is that
those who cannot negotiate such inter-

\

actions will not succeed.

new shahadah class. One of the students,

Such negotiation is especially important for  converted to Islam a year ago, but flg
new Muslims. IMB teacher Aminah Shalabi around from masjid to masjid iceling isolated
spends Sunday afternoons with students in the and uncomfortable, as assistance in the transis
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Ustadh Anas (right),
Shejkh Anwar, and

" preside over a general

ﬂ-—m‘

S 4k
“IND

o understanding and living Islam was not
e At IMB, though, John feels welcome
0 \eompany of Muslims who take great in-
terestin helping hin: fearn Islam. Another stu-
dent, Antonio, took shahadah a few years ago,
buw:a; stilllured by e street life, like many of
Philadelphia’s young uslim men. He now
regularly attends the Sunday class because his
“eyesiare open” to Istam.

Iﬂ'a’ny of the students miss class, Aminah
willlcall them to ensure things are alright. “1
love'my class. My brothers and sisters think
enough ofme to come and I love them for their
eff;” Aminah says. A cancer survivor, Ami-
mah feels that “secing their faces is like medi-
cine.* All of the stucents agree that Aminah’s
on, patience, and loving character
em return week after week, She guides
and gives them the tools to practice Is-
hard as an outsider to come and find
‘ tmation you're looking for, but it’s
; real nice and casy here,” says Laura, a
uslim and dedicated student.

b dawah is not simply for converting,
: Anwar believes. It is a bridge for form-

Hances and nurturing mutual support.
l_“"'ly he speaks at local churches and is
11 numerous interfaith projects. It is
Son why OQuba Institute has partmered

WORKING IN CONCERT: ¢ i
ih Ana: 1| those concerns. In doing so, he is one of

Abdul-Kareen Salahuddin

body community meeting

choose the streets over the masjid is an-
other. One way the IMB seeks to reach es-
tranged Muslim youth is through their
annual “Jummah in the Park” weekend.
The masjid invites a well-known speaker
to give the khutbah to a large, outdoor
crowd of eagerly attentive Muslims on a

. large swath of grass. The following day,

~ the park hosts the Youth Summit, which
provides a forum for reaching the disaf-

- s ."l[ fected. Sheikh Anwar feels that very few

Muslim leaders accept the youth as they
are—full of contradictions, arrogance,
and, at times, rage. He hopes the Youth
Summit will explore and help alleviate

the few who reaches out to them in their
language. To many of Philadelphia’s
Muslim youth, that language is doled out
in intricate rhyme patterns over speaker-
busting beats...through hip-hop. At the

annual Youth Summit, that language, the halal
version, is embraced through performances by
Muslim rap groups and comedians.

The Summit provides a desperately needed
alternative source of entertainment, while also
supporting Muslim artists. One such artist is
comedian Azhar Usman, who has reached an
international audience with the “Allah Made
Me Funny” tour. “It is important that scholars
and community leaders like Imam Anwar take
avery reasonable and balanced position on the
role of culture and the arts in promoting
healthy psychologies among American Mus-
lims,” Azhar says. “Every little bit of positive in-
spiration helps.” Azhar, a Chicago resident,
plans on performing again at this year’s event.
“The IMB community was nothing but loving,
warm, and appreciative,” continues Azhar, and
Sheikh Anwar “is a man of tremendous honor,
integrity, and spiritual insight.”

Looking back over 40 years of friendship,
Sheikh Anwar and Zubair have witnessed
changes in their community. Zubair, now a se-
curity specialist and owner of a security com-
pany, realizes a shift has taken place. Their fa-
thers gave them the Islamic tools to navigate
through society. Now they hold the tools, and

just like their fathers, are passing on them to

the numerous outgrowths of the IMB.

The Islamic Society of North America

ASSISTANT EDITOR

FOR ISLAMIC HORIZONS MAGAZINE

The Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) seeks a
recent journalism graduate to work as Assistant Editor of
|stamic Horizons, the flagship magazine of ISNA with a
circulation of 60.000 copies per issue. The job is based at
ISNA headquarters in Plainfield, IN, The salary will be
commensurate with the qualifications and commitment of
the person. The job will provide tremendous opportunity
for personal growth and development.

The Assistant Editor will have these areas of focus:
1, Assist the Islamic Horizons Editor in publishing the
magazine, including advertising space sales

2. Cover ISNA and Muslim events that are assigned by
the Editor or the Secretary General

3. Assist with the development of the weekly Islam in
America: This Week Internet program

4 Assist as a media liaison: Write press releases and
distribute to the media.

5. Work with the Editor and the Editorial Advisory Board
in helping to formulate topics to be covered by IH.

6. In consultation with the Editor. coordinate with the IH
graphics designer, copyeditor/proofreader, and printer.
7. Be responsible for news content for www.isna.net
a, Coordinate the content development for the ISNA
portal website

b. Develop reports and analysis of the ISNA
conferences and activities (conferences, field visits,
etc.) and add them on the website, (ii) Coordinate with
the Editor and the Convention Reporters Committee in
preparation of the ISNA Convention Report that will be
published in IH. placed on ISNA website, and
distributed to the media. Similar, arrangements are to
affected for ISNA regional and specia! conferences.

¢. Research and collect information from other Islamic
websites

d. Write the script and edit material for the website

e. Analyze website contents and prepare periodic
reports

f. Work with the Secretary General to develop and
approve the Islamic contents for the website

o ! ‘ Included in your rcgislmtim_l package: s hesyey 3 mer : L&,
e Flalal breakfast, limeh and dinner every dav V(fl‘.hll}- of Permsylvania. His wife, Back at the studio, Imam Rashid 1s wrap- g, Post Islamic Horizons issues on ISNA website |
. : ‘]}'.uwptu'r;ni‘(xn.\vilhin China - Ill!x.uriou\ I v:lﬁhu \\rilhI lll-A‘.zlz‘ 15 ‘“jﬁw,ly involved with the ping up his educational presentaﬁon. The 8. Work with Secretary General and the Editor to {;‘
et SR ot e 1 i J b ({zile,'”:nzo(u(:::‘"’m““ P“T‘c"‘ ih‘fwsf _prt‘t’duger’ Siﬁ“ %“l:“?mad’ =5 lthe develop contacts in the Musiim and mainstream media. |
the 5-star Beijing Hotel (1 shove walk from “Fiananmen Square) “Penn students (‘llll"ll‘gst/l‘ %;:; UZ\ltC iIl;nd:;ll:,a £ ?nf‘-/\;l :lbftee'rﬁ p.taper fsls ayl; e S i the Editng |n.explorlng T J

Please note: CME Registration is additional, candidates Ll . e i O P = LSRRI s means to promote IH in the mainstream.

tes studying ethnomusicology  was too long for this week’s one-hour show.
¥ g ":’ﬂl th_:} slude.nts_. from whom  Without missing a beat, the Imam informs his
T il:’t of Qur’anic recitation and  audience that he will revisit the story next time.
~ Y have developed numerous ed-  With his sign-off, Imam Rashid concludes the

10. Coordinate with ISNA Data Department to ensure
{H mailing lists are regularly updated, And help devise
ways to improve and enhance IH distribution.

Travel woand from China is not ineluded,

CONTACT INFORMATION

Lslamic Medieal Association of North Arveriea N i : . . + :
; e 2 : Hlay, . S e ~— . 11, Build and maintain an index and file of published
101 W, 220d Street, Ste 106 @ Lombard. 11 60148 dio and video projects. Living Islam show. Living Islam, indeed. & ies of IH
630.932,0000 @ Fax: 63(1,032.0005 - Outto those who have the desire gk :

www.IMANA.org Contact: Sr. Habibe Ali, (317) 839-8157 ext. 226

Email: habibe@isna.net , Fax: (317) 839-1805

15 o : 2 2
£ ﬂ]mg. but to mnspire those who  Obaidullah Siddigui is a technical writer based in Philadelphia ‘
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eis a ground-
breaker and ac-
tivist to col-
leagues, a mentor
to students, and
a brother to fel-

low artists. Meet

Najjar Abdul-Musawwir, an artist
and a professor in studio art and art
history in the School of Art and De-
sign at the Southern Illinois Univer-
sity, Carbondale.

Abdul-Musawwir, who surfaced
against all odds to become an artist,
and today, fulfilling his lifelong
dream of painting for a living, has
evolved a unique style, combining
his African American heritage and
Islamic beliefs to capture the hearts

) . of local, national, and international
e 2 communities.
¢ a‘w g “He’s a wonderful developing
] artist,” said Hajjah Ann Saunders,
a fellow artist now in Washington,
DC and a former SIU colleague.
She adds, “I’ve been inspired by
him, especially with his study and
pursuit of Islamic art in America.”
“What I love about Najjar’s
work—he’s passionate, energizing,
uplifting,” said Nate Steinbrink,
SIU museum exhibits designer, who
works with Abdul-Musawwir (BA
&= o 8 A== v ” ‘92, MFA ‘97) to help students.
11111111 — i / ) H = ‘ “I’ve always valued his positive en-
- . . — e | ' ergy force.”

Abdul-Musawwir’s work has been
exhibited in galleries, museums, and
colleges across the Midwest and, in-
ternationally, in Japan, England,
Malaysia, Africa, and Saudi Arabia.

The philosophy and inspiration
behind his paintings often lie in Is-
lamic beliefs and his African Ameri-

11111111 ' Abdul-Musawwir in his studio

doing what he always wanted to do,

making a living and life out of art.

can experiences. Qur’anic verses,
such as 55:1-5, inspire Abdul-Mu-
sawwir to invest energy and passion
in his talent of painting. »
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MUSLIM ART

“My work is based on the natural order,
deen al-fitrah. Its narrative, abstractive or
something that relates to history—no matter
what they’re linked together,” he explains. “I
am an African American Muslim, and I am
American. I never personally had a problem
with that.” Some of his works include “Gar-
ment Series”, “Ghanaian Stool Series”, “Is-
lamic Love Letters”, “Breast Cancer Series”,
“Works of Najjar”, “Wings of Discovery”,
and “Brown v. Board of Education.”

How He Paints. As an undergraduate at
SIU, he completed a series of paintings on free-
dom after hearing a speech on its meaning in
Islam by Imam Warith Deen Mohammed. “As
Muslims, religious freedom mn this country is
not hindered. I have the freedom to say any-
thing insulting,” said Abdul-Musawwir. “If
you put the dom suffix it becomes contained.
You have that freedom, but you have to be
guided and contained.”

That’s how this painting became the
Free-Dom Series. He tells his students
about ruuh al-ilham, the inspiration of
the soul, “Islamic terminology helps
them understand the attitude about art.”

In 1999, Abdul-Musawwir traveled to
Ghana to the Panafest Conference to give
a speech and exhibit his artwork. During
this trip, he visited a slave castle, where
he saw “The Door Returns” written on a
door. That started him thinking about his
experience in Africa and his understand-
ing of Fatihah. How many Fatihahs have
been recited by our grandmothers,
mothers, fathers, and ourselves, he asked
himself. After eight drafts, his piece came
together in “Fatiha and Door of Return”,
showing how many times we return to
Surah Fatihah in our lives.

Abdul-Musawwir said he paints in
three processes. First, in the random
movement stage, he looks at things ran-
domly, selects a few things, and jots

11th grader, he could not read, but his school
overlooked that and kept him in school be-
cause he was a gold medal gymnast in 1974.
When he chose not to carry through with the
sport, he was kicked out of school. He ended
up being incarcerated for 10 years; during
that time, he became Muslim and began to
seriously pursue art.

Abdul-Musawwir says his Muslim broth-
ers recognized his talent and encouraged him
to study, become an artist, and teach art.
That’s when he adopted his new name to
keep him humble. Najjar means carpenter
and Abdul-Musawwir means Servant of the
Fashioner; “I am an artist, but He is The
Artist.”

Abdul-Musawwir shares his life lessons
with people he meets everyday. Najee
Dorsey, a fellow artist in Atlanta, GA, has
had a 13-year relationship with Abdul-Mu-
sawwir, who took him under his wing. “He

The art community either wants images of black

. TO WORK: Najjar at
in the studio at SIUC,
where he creates works such
- as Garmeat and Wedding and
Fatiha: Door of Return e

radical Muslims or Muslim women being oppressed

that they can present as Islamic art and ideology.

things down on a piece of paper. In his ratio-
nalization process, he looks to pinpoint the
concepts. And finally, he seeks resolutdons and
asks himself questions about what colors to
use, how to mix paint, and whether he needs to
edit. He views his work critically and takes re-
sponsibility for his work. At that point, it’s
done. “If artists put their art work out there,
they put their self out,” said Abdul-Musawwir.

Life Takes a Turn for the Better. Abdul-
Musawwir said making a living and life out of
art is what he always wanted to do, but he ad-
mits life hasn’t always been so smooth. As an
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taught me that there’s a big world out there,”
said Dorsey. “He’s a brother to me.” The two
worked together in 1993, until Dorsey found
his own style. “God gives us the talent,” said
Dorsey. “Najee gave me inspiration and kept
me motivated to keep going.”

Along this “wonderful journey,” Dorsey
said, Abdul-Musawwir introduced him to Is-
lam, and Dorsey eventually took shahadah;
“Najar’s been a blessing, to say the least.”

Najee Dorsey, whose first name means
communicator, said he chose a name and sig-
nature close to Najjar Abdul-Musawwir’s be-
cause of the latter’s effect on him.

b

o

o 3

Using Art to Convey Islam. Abdul

sawwir uses his art to convey messages
Islam. “Since 9-11, even the most ¢
minded, are not open—mjnded. _IS 3
work? Is it me being African American
me being Muslim?” asks

,»\bdul—Musa- '~

bﬁhr{ves people see two versions of Is-
M0 the media, which is contrary to
10 the neishborhood.

Sts: . .
) € a writer or any communica-

Statements about color, form, cul-
1Y, and formal issues,” said Abdul-

Musawwir. “We visual artists have a special
responsibility to convey the ideas of faith.”

He said the art community either wants
images of black radical Muslims or Muslim
women being oppressed that they can pre-
sent as Islamic art and ideology. “The art
community wants to see the degradation, not
celebration of black art and even Islamic
art,” said Abdul-Musawwir.

His colleague, Steinbrink, often thinks
that art of different cultures gets pigeon-
holed. “In the temporary art world in the
U.S., anything that has different culture, it
doesn’t get the same value as a regular Amer-
ican artist might,” said Steinbrink, who dis-
agrees with this approach.

Abdul-Musawwir also believes that people
equate oriental and traditional with Islamic
art. “So what is Islamic art? A prayer rug? Gal-
ligraphy?” he asks. He believes professional
Mouslim artists need to address this issue.

“We agree that people in this country
look to the East for Islamic art, instead of
looking in their own backyard,” said Saun-
ders, who Abdul-Musawwir lists in the artists
that influence him. “He’s developing an art
form that reflects Islamic culture, but also
Western/American culture, but the broader

art community doesn’t seem to know that.”
The rule about not using images pronounced
by different schools of thought doesn’t hinder
Abdul-Musawwir from drawing faces. He be-
Lieves its not the created things that you should
worry about, it is your approach to them. “Naj-
jar came to me and began a dialogue that I
found exciting,” said Saunders. “As Muslim
artists do we feel inhibited by what Muslims are
saying, the need to avoid the figure in Islamic
art...encouraged me to speak out and move be-
yond traditional approaches I was taking.”
Abdul-Musawwir, who wants Muslim
artists to come together in a dialogue, not to
sell their work, but to discuss these issues, is
currently putting together a publication on
the contemporary art and philosophy of the
Islamic world. “The artwork of African-
American Muslim artists has not been fully
examined by the art world, and the contribu-
tion is beyor'Id one dimensional,” said Abdul-
Musawwir. “The contribution is to the art
community of mainstream, African-Ameri-
cans, and Muslims alike.” B
R e
Risha Qidwae, a junior at Chicago's Columbia College majoring in print
journalism, aspires to work as a foreign correspondent to help air the
voices of the underrepresented.
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PRINCIPAL AND

TEACHERS WANTED

Immediate Principal position Opening at Alhuda Istamic School

Qualifications:
» dyear degree (U.S degree preferable)  » Past administrative experience
» Proficient in English » Good communication and computer skills

Accepting application for office manager and teachers of all subjects.

Benefits: » salary: based on qualifications and experience
» Islamic working environment » health insurance

Please e-mail resume to: alhuda.boe@gmail.com
Att.: Board of Education, 12209 Hawthorne Way, Hawthorne CA 90250
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ness and prayers: “And We have enjoined on
man (to be good) to his parents: in travail up-
on travail did his mother bear him, and in
years twain was his weaning: (hear the com-
mand), ‘Show gratitude to Me and to thy
parents: to Me is (thy final) Goal (31:14).
God also specifically addresses treat-
ment of parents in old age: “And your Lord
has decreed that you worship none but
Him, and that you be dutiful to your par-
ents. If one of them or both of them attain
old age in your life, say not to them a word
of disrespect, nor shout at them, but ad-
dress them in terms of honor. And lower
unto them the wing of submission and hu-
mility through mercy, and say: ‘My Lord!
Bestow on them Your Mercy as they did
bring me up when I was small” (17:23-24).

thou hast no
knowledge,
obey them not.

MUTUAL JOY

through reviving the tradition of joint
family living. BY AZIZ JUNEJO

ccasions, such as

Mother’s Day, Fa-

ther’s Day, and Presi-

dents Day, that are set
aside to show gratitude for spe-
cial people and events are sig-
nificant. However, as the an-
niversary of my father’s death
approached, I started to feel
uneasy about the ones for our
parents. While I admire chil-
dren who remember their par-
ents on such occasions by send-
ing cards and gifts, it appalls
me to see so many abandon
and alienate their elderly par-
ents. Visit a nursing home and
you will see many older Ameri-
cans tucked away, rarely visited
by their families.

To a person of any faith, this
is seen as unkind, if not cruel.
Throughout the Qur’an, par-
ents are mentioned with appre-
ciation and respect, treating
them in a beautiful way and
seeking God’s “... mercy on
them both, as they did cherish
me in childhood” (17: 23-24).

My parents always recog-
nized my love and apprecia-
tion for them. In 1998, after I
traveled to Pakistan to marry,
they insisted that we all live as
one family. We did so in the

Junejo family home in West

Seattle. This practice is

quite common in our

culture; the oldest son is
expected to take care of

his parents. Though the
tradition was largely
abandoned here by my gener-
ation, I willingly assumed the
responsibility. My example
first sparked community whis-
pers, but, slowly, the tradition
is starting to rekindle.

My wife and I both real-
ized the benefits of my par-
ents living with us for our-
selves, our future children,
and our community. My fa-
ther, who explored most every
mountain range in the world,
would walk to Lincoln Park
with my wife and then with
his grandchildren. He eventu-
ally stopped climbing alto-
gether but continued to take
the kids on short hikes in the
Cascades, venturing off-trail
to show them places few peo-
Ple ever get to see. I saw a re-
newed spirit in him as he read
them storybooks and often fell
asleep on the couch cuddling
with one of them in his arms.
My American mother again
took pride in helping around
the house. While I worked at
my office, she spent her days
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Al-Baghawi said: “This means not saying
anything that may contain the slightest
hint of irritation. (The word ‘uff’ in the
verse, translated here as ‘a word of disre-
spect’) comes from the word ‘aff’, which is
similar to the word ‘taff’; both words refer
to the dirt that collects under fingernails,
and (in Arabic) when one is annoyed and
fed up with something, one says ‘uffl’ toit.”

The rights of parents are so central that
they are not even obliterated in the case of
differences in faith. God says: “We have en-
joined on man kindness to parents: but if
they (either of them) strive (to force) thee to  said,
Jjoin with Me (in worship) anything of which

-

i

COMBINED BLESSINGS:
The author, his wife, and

children enjoyed the loving
company of his parepts

with my wife and the grand-
children, which resulted in
her feeling more purpose in
her life. When I was growing
up, she kept an immaculate
house, taking care of five chil-
dren, three of them adopted
from Pakistan, so it was
amazing to see her in her ele-
ment again after all these
years.

Now that we have chil-
dren, ranging from teenage to
newborn, [ have come to ap-
preciate my parents’ need to
be a part of their grandchil-
dren’s lives. My parents had
so much more patience with
them than they did with me.
Don’t get me wrong—hey
were always very tolerant—
but so much more gentle and
open-minded with their
grandchildren.

Iremember having to disci-
pline my oldest daughter, who
was 5 at the time, for pushing
her sister and witnessing the
horrified reaction of my father.
“Son, you don’t know how

Ye have (all) to return to
you (the truth) of all i},
Muslims are obligated t
towards, and obey their
of faith, with the excepti
attempt to lead them away
In Islam, :
over children and are very dcselal ardships 2
good companionship. According
dith narrated by Abu Hyy
came to the Prophet and sajq ;
ger of God, who among the p, 1 i
deserving of ny good companionghy : gis (2 period of) thirty months. At
“Your mother.” He asked p:‘
who?” He said, “Your mother. H’c

gy said, “Your mother.” He
.'?l]ee a’nq 1 ',. O?’WI:(C,,;” ({(, Silid.‘ “T.hcn y‘ou{'fa—
) 73 dl X’ _.e'n Bukhari and Sahih Mushm.).
"‘r(:spec il a mothers and children is
cl?nntfl 2 (;c t God has naturally ins.u'llcd,
o IS e nes overlooked as children
: mg:_llts, God reminds us of our
nto # nd commands us to re-
3dull]mod: “We have cnjf)ing?d
dness to his parents: l.n pain did
bear him, and in pain dl'd she
th. The carrying of the (child) to

ayrah, g

cople

‘when he reaches the age of [‘}111
and attains forty years, he says, O
4l Grant me that I may be grateful
; 1 Thou has bestowed up-
ndupon bot h my parents, and that
rkrighteousness such as Thmf may
e gracious to me In Imy 1ssue.
:en Idtllalrr%:d to Thee and truly do 1
Thee)in Islam™ (46:15).
abligation towardi parents can
ake precedence over jihad. ‘Abd-Al-
| “Amr ibn al-Aas narrated that a

Smost Muslim countries
2 Edeveloping nations,
pint

scial structure provides

Bniors with a pleasant,

Bportive environment.

much it hurts me to see you
punish my grandchildren?”he
said, making me wonderifhe
had forgotten the punishm
I was administered early in

il came to the Prophet and asked him
permission to participate in jihad. The
gssenger of God said to him, “Are your
alive?” He said, “Yes.” The
Mouslims believe that God" et said, “Then your jihad is with
will bounteously reward one: " (Sahih Bukhari and Muslim).
who is good to his parents, furthermore, obligations to parents do
and I have loved my parents with death. It was reported from Ibn
every day and in every way I’ that a woman from Juhaynah came
could. Their being withus Prophet and said, “My mother vowed
has allowed my own children rhajj, but she died before she did so.
to see firsthand the impor= perform hajj on her behalf?” He said,
tance of and respect due to perform hajj on her behalf. Do you not
parents. [ am thankful forr that if your mother owed a debt that
this. For my parents, their "': MWould pay it off for her? Fulfill her debt
with me has been happy and e forHe is more deserving that whatis
blissful, and I will have no-t&= #0810 Him should be paid” (Bukhari).
grets when they are called
back home to be with Ou!.‘ ;
Lord. But ultimately, I beli g
that by being the best son I
could be, it is I who have DEEE
made most happy. ®

8Can Be [one? First, our commu-
5t acknowledge the aging Muslim
@tion and the lack of support for
A Within our community. National or-
11§ and local Islamic centers and

4 must develop strategies and
“SHSmS for addressing this situation
ar orng to elderly people and their
uch support could include week-

310 their homes. transport arrange-
o Friday prayers and doctor ap-
S, social gatherings, adult day

Aziz Junejo is host of “Focus on slam”, &
Seattle, WA cable television Show, and @ fr8
speaker o Islam. Originally published n th'

& Values page of “The Seattle Times”, Ma{; .
2005, this article is condensed for “|slamip B
zons” with permission from the author.
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Ismail Laher & Company
Real Estate & Immigration
Where Values Come Firsl
ACORN GROUP TITLE
703-455-7678 - AcornABC.com

Investors & Realtors rely on us to take care of
their own properties and details. We invite you
to do the same. Call us before you sign to better
understand what you are being told or sold.

LAW OFFICES
OF ISMAIL LAHER

703-455-6780 - ImmigrationABC.com

Our practice is limited to immigration law.
We will only take on your case, if we believe
we can help you.

Ismail Laher is a graduate of Georgetown
and Harvard University and an attorney
since 1991. He is also licensed to conduct
Real Estate Settlements in VA, MD & DC.

Call us with vour questions or needs, We will try (o help voir or sugpest someone
who can. Let owr contacts/relationships work for you!

We will (ry to contribute S250 mininnem Lo o mosque ot commuuity organizalion for each
peal estate sale we do that mentions this ad

Support Muslim American journalism:
Make a tax-deductible donation to ISNA
for Islamic Horizons today.

UNIVERSAL SCHOOL

Official Openings for 2006-2007 School Year

¢ Elementary Education ¢ Math
¢ Science (Chemistry) ¢ English & Social Counselor

All applicants must be U.S. certified in their vespective fields.
Teachers applying for Elementary grade level positions must hold a
standard Elementary Education Teaching — Type 03 certificate. High School
positions must have Standard Secondary Teaching — Type 09 certificate.
Resumes also accepted for all teaching positions.

P T TR SRR R RS2 2 2 2 2 h S e
< We offer our teachers competitive salaries, health

insurance, sick and personal leave, and a tuition discount
for children of faculty members.

Send resumes to:
Universal School,
Chairman of Staff
Selection Committee
7350 W. 93rd St.
Bridgeview, lliinois 60455
or fax it to:

(708) 599-1588

« Universal School is one of the largest Pre K — 12th grade
Islamic Schools in North America. The 70,000 square ft.
modern building houses 32 classrooms, regulations size
gymnasium, fitness center, state of the art science lab, one
journalism lab, 2 computer labs, a library, cafeteria with 2
full service kitchen, an inside regulation size basketball
court, playing field, playground, and fitness center.
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THE JEWELS
OF ISLAM

A pioneer program offers comfort
and companionship for senior
Muslim women. BY ZAHEER UDDIN

ifty-five percent of
our members have
performed hajj,” in-
forms Hajja Rafiqa
Abdul Rasheed, founder and
coordinator of Jewels of Is-
lam, the only Muslim, all-vol-
unteer, senior program for
women in Philadelphia and
the state of Pennsylvania—
possibly the only such senior
program in the country.

The idea for the organiza-
tion emerged some 16 years
ago at the home of Hajja
Rafiqa (formerly Emilie Har-
ris), then a graduate student
at St. Joseph University in
Philadelphia. Today, the

city’s senior Muslim women
seck comfort and companion-
ship in the “Jewels of Islam”
(Jol), a pioneering program
with a focus on Muslim
women 50 years and older.
JoI's Coordinator Hajja
Rafiga has worked as a social
gerontologist for 29 years and
now works as a social services
coordinator at a HUD-run se-
nior citizen program. The
planning mecting, she says,
thatincluded several older
women and two younger
women, was held on June 25,
1989 at the John Anderson
Cultural Center in the Wyn-
nefield section of Philadelphia.
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Some 23 women attended.
After searching for a per-
manent location for meetings
and inquiring at various
masaajid in the city,
Masjidullah invited the
women to base their program
there. Jol continues to meet at
Masjidullah on the second
Sunday of each month. The
program also utilizes

At present, most
Jewels of Islam
members are
African American,
but Jol is open

to all senior
Muslim women.

Masjidullah’s van to trans-
port seniors to the monthly
mectings. .
Currently, there are 94
members—ranging from age
50 to 93—and three volun-
teers. An average of 30
women attend the monthly
program. Jewels members re-

sey, Delaware, Arizona, and'
Georgia. At present, most\]o'I“;.
members are Africar Ameri-
can, but Jol is open to all
women. Hajja Faoyaeh M. Aﬁ
is the co- chairpm rSGI

The group’s programs fo--
cus on Islamic educati
tritional and heatth educa-

intergenerational s

variety of professic

ers in the field of

tincly address men

topics pertinent to e older
adult ])opulah()n

Two major Jol
(www.voicenet.com/ tar ug125)
goals, says Hajja Rafiqa, are to
establish senior Muslim hous=,
ing and launch Jol i ather
states. Jol readily shares its ex-
pertise with others, such 4s the
Young Muslim Associations
thatis part of the M: sjiclutlah
program. The group is fi-
nanced through donations
membership dues.

For more informaHom
contact Hajja Rafiga .-\h
Rasheed at 215-477-
215-689-0182. B

and

,infor <mational classes on ag-
memb(‘t s, medical informa-
era.
fet;:}:el s, nnd imams should em-
ortance of caring for elders in
and speec hes, Islamic centers
vxse org: Jnize seminars and work-
i LOPICs utilizing resources avail-
Juslim organizations and

-V
nov;crxcm -ed in the field. Part of

v include sharing stories about the

e impact of caring for parents. For ex-
hestory ofa 75-yearold, non-Muslim

4 recent convert, Abdullah, who fell

hough she was not
od withi [iis conversion,

llah’s mother was

Bessed with nis

Stment of her, treatment

'; was Very uj]nfferent from
jiis pre-corversion days.

/ill. When the imam explained to Ab-

the rights of a mother, irrespective of

traveled to visither. Although shewas

wased with his conversion, she was im-

with his treatment of her, treatment

as very different from his pre-conver-

Son days. Ultimately the mother was so

moved that she asked if Islam was the cause of

behavloral change. When he confirmed

thamt was, she took Shahadah She died as a
Mhm one month later.

‘Whenever e sible, elder parents should
livelwith their children. To encourage this,
commumty support and education on caring
foraging parents should be available. The
lmportant role thai parents play in the family
should also be reiterated and stressed, as well
asthe Islamic teachings and responslb].htles

*Muslim communities should actively in-
volve elders and icarn from their experi-
tnces. For example, many Muslim elders
Wereinvolved in the creation and develop-
entof the first Islamic institutions and or-

fizations. They are the rich heritage of

: vlnAmcx ica, The community and lead-

P should recognize and learn from
femarkable efforts. Recording their
Hes and stories before they leave this
dis \another way of involving elders and
g their cxpcncnces for the benefit

f€ generatons,
for aging Muslims is a challenge
m“St be overcome by Muslims in the
uslims must strive to overcome bar-
' to implement the central Islamic
~ 88 0n the obligations to parents. By
il o;“;lsi only will our elders benefit, so

€ communities. M

‘ am?'SPresldﬂmo. Internet Islamic University (inforc studyis-
8Uhor of & Handbaok of Halzal and Haraam Products”.
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STAF F WANTED

ISLAMIC SCHOOL OF IRVING, TX

PRINCIPAL/SCHOOL DIRECTOR

« Master’s Degree in Education or equivalent. Certification in School
Administration preferred. Minimum of 4 years in High School administration
required. Must demonstrate excellent leadership and orgamzatloml skills.
Strong communication skills, both oral and written.

If you meet the qualifications and are interested in the position, we would like
to talk to you. To apply, please email or submit your resume online.

LIBRARIAN

« Must have Bachelor’s degree in related field. Certification preferred.

B

o

2

2

QUR’AN TEACHER

>4

2B

CNCANCRS

O

_

?,;’ For Apply to: isi@irvingmasjid.org

Excellent organizational, communication and interpersonal skills. Strong
written and oral communication skills. Experience as a librarian in a school
setting. Must be able to work cooperatively with all members of the staff in a
supportive role and provide resources to enhance academic curriculum.

« Experience in teaching groups of children at various proficiency levels in
Qur’anic recitation. Must be able to effectively teach the rules of Tajweed and
Tarteel. Preference to candidates with ‘Ijaza in recitation. Teaching experience
in Islamic schools in the US is highly desired.

(S«j For more information, visit us at: http://school.irvingmasjid.org
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Support Musllm Ameri

Make a tax-deductible donatlon to ISNA

for Islamic Horizons today.

WANTED AN IMAM

EAST TEXAS ISLAMIC SOCIETY

Wanted a full-time Imam to lead a smali but vibrant Muslim community.

Qualifications (no specific order):

» Speak English, Arabic & Urdu

» Alim in Islam from a credible program

» Knowledge of all schools of thought

» Hafiz Qur'an

» US Experience (raised or worked
here)

» Knowledge of American culture

» Previous experience as Imam is
good, but not a must

» Experience & willing to teach kids

» Good interfaith skills (Qutreach to
non-Muslim religious community)

» Good PR skills (Dealing with media
and local officials)

» Marriage Counseling Experience

» Willing to consult with Sisters in the
community with assistance from his wife

» Married

» Experience in leading Taraweeh Prayers
» Experience in the burial process

» Experience in solemnizing Marriages

» Prior networking with other Imams for
consultation and opinions
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MUSLIM ART

99ers Power

Superheroes based on
Godly attributes strive

to promote tolerance and
understanding.

BY FAHMIDA RASHID

ho is stronger, Bat-
man or Super-
man? Who is
cooler, X-

Men’s Storm

or Elektra?

; Whose power
would you rather have—]Jabbar,
Batina, or Noora? Never heard of
them? They are the members of
The 99, a new superhero series
focusing on Muslim virtues.

Conceived by Kuwaiti business-
man Naif Al-Mutawa during a London
cab ride, each superhero in The 99 per-
sonifies one of God’s attributes, such as
Jabbar the enforcer, Mumita the de-
stroyer, and Bari the healer. Al-Mutawa
emphasized that none of the characters
had more than one trait and none of

Naif al-Mutawa hopes that The 99's
characters will help convey God's attributes
to all, without being overtly religious.

their powers were as strong as God’s.
While the series is based on Mus-

lim values, The 99 is not a religious

comic. “The story will have an Islam-

ic archetype,” he said. “But there

won’t be prayers or mosques.” Al-

Mutawa says that he is not interest-

ed in attracting extremists on either

end of the spectrum—conserva-

tives or ultraliberals. Instead, The

99 reflects Islam’s message of tol-

erance and diversity. “I

looked into Islam and saw P

hope and compassion and

moral values that transcend

any one sect or political system,” he said.
The superheroes come from diverse so-

cial and geographic backgrounds. Sami,

the Hearer, is from France, and Bari, the

Healer, is from South Africa. Although

half of the superheroes—45, to be exact—

are female, they do not all cover, just like

many Muslim women who chose not to

wear hijab. “All need to be respected for

their decision and how they choose to ex-

press their own Muslim identity,” he said.
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BAKR/
THE HEALER

In addition,
the seven or
eight charac-
ters who don
hijab wear it
in different ways, such
as wigs, like in Egypt, show-
ing half the hair, like in Pakistan, and
wearing it to the chin, like in Iran.

Each of the characters will wear clothes
appropriate to his or her home country, he
said, and he doesn’t rule out some of the
female characters being dressed in
skintight clothing. “The 99 is not about
one sect enforcing their vision on everyone
else,” he said. “It is about tolerance and
what binds us together as humans, not

what separates
us.”

The stories take
place in modern
day—without po-
litical or religious
themes—with
roots in the Gold-
en Age, the 13th
Century. When
the grandson of
Genghis Khan,
Hulagu Khan, in-
vaded Baghdad
and destroyed the
Dar Al Hikma li-
brary, the Hur-

4%, or Guardians of Wisdom, encoded all

Kowledge into 99 gems and smuggled

iem to Andalusian Spain. The stones
separated with the fall of Granada in
(:‘:hrismpher Columbus unknowing-

A carried 33 stones to the New World on

Nina, Pinta, and the Santa Maria. An-

PHeEr 33 stones were carried along the Silk

o Ouie and hidden in Asia. The remaining

#9E€ms were hidden throughout Europe.
4 FGSt forward to the modern day. Dr.
Mzi Razem, a descendant of the Hur-
oy and the villain Rughal are searching
.' these stones, The characters find the
Sones and thereby receive their powers.
M then guides them, in teams of
¢ to.fOil Rughal’s plans for world
“Hlhation,
first, there was some pressure to
Wpe female characters, such as La-
. ’”the gentle. “This had to be cool and
25" Al-Mutawa said. He, however, de-

graduate and doctoral studies in Boston.
He received two Master’s degrees from
Columbia University’s Business School
and Teacher’s College. As a psychologist,
he worked with prisoners of war from the
1990 Gulf War and victims of political tor-
ture at New York City’s Bellevue Hospital.
Al-Mutawa addressed the intolerance he
saw in the Arab World by writing, illus-
trating, and distributing a children’s book
about a ball who wears a tie differently
from others. “To Bounce or Not To
Bounce” won a UNESCO award for chil-
dren’s literature in the service of tolerance
and is now used as a teaching aid. He
wrote two more books in the series:
“What’s In A Color!?” and “Get Your Ties
Out of Your Eyes”. The latter one was
banned in Kuwait because censors felt it
was commenting on the Qur’an.
For The 99, at least, the censors have
approved early mockups.
Along with publishing The 99, Teshkeel
Comics will distribute Marvel titles like
the Fantastic Four and X-Men in the
Middle East. The company released
its first issue of Spiderman in Ara-
bic in mid-March. Also, in March,
Teshkeel announced a similar deal
with Archie and is negotiating final
details with DC Comics. According
to Al-Mutawa, Teshkeel is also in
talks with other publishers in
North and South America,
Europe, and South Asia to
co-brand The 99.
To get Teshkeel and The 99
off the ground, Al-Mutawa
secured $7 million in seed
money from 54 investors
in eight different countries.
His former classmates from
the Columbia Business
School kicked in $1 million.
Al-Mutawa has put together
an experienced team that in-
cludes managers, artists, and
mita, the killer, became a writers from DC Comics and
female bombshell from Por- Marvel. Al-Mutawa will co-
tugal. write the series with Fabian
His company, Teshkeel Nicieza, who wrote for X-Men and
Comics, launched The 99 Power Rangers comics.
online in February this year While looking for investors, he
and published it in magazine came across someone who sold
form in May. Al-Mutawa ex- a collective series of stickers of
pects to have four series suicide bombers. “My people,
every month, eventually it seems, were all too often pro-
creating spin-offs to vided the wrong heroes,” Al-
highlight popular Mutawa said. He hopes The
characters. The first 99 will provide better role
story was made models to Muslim children.
available online in “It has to be as
late March. appealing...the best of
Al Mutawa, a 35- what’s out there.”

year-old father of four, GAM / &
SRS b THE HEAPEF Fahmida Rashid is a business journalist

completed his under- in New York City.

cided on a different
approach. Thus Mu-

DAN PANOSIAN

JULY/AUGUST 2006 ISLAMIC HORIZONS 43




sRRREIMY

PERSPECTIVES - MOHAMMAD OMAR FAROOQ

Prof. Bernard Lewis wrote, “By all the
standards that matter in the modern
world—economic development and job
creation, literacy, educational and scientif-
ic achievement, political freedom and re-
spect for human rights—what was once a
mighty civilization has indeed fallen low.
... Many in the Middle East blame a vari-
ety of outside forces. But underlying much
of the Muslim world’s travail may be a
simple lack of freedom” (“What Went
Wrong?”, “Adantic Monthly”, Jan. 2002).

Apparently, Lewis’ diagnosis has
served policymakers who feel that, consis-
tent with long-term U.S. interests, there is
an urgent need for promoting freedom
and democracy in the Muslim world. In-
deed, his diagnosis fits the changed ratio-
nale for the Iraq war. There is definitely a
genuine need to promote democracy in
the Muslim world. In this regard, non-
Muslims’ views on the condition of Mus-
lim societies are important for Muslims.
However, the real challenge for Muslims
is to adopt a self-critical approach and di-
agnose their conditions without neglect-
ing either the ground realities or guidance
available in the Qur’an and Sunnah.

Muslim regimes, although primarily
secular, are mostly tyrannical and authori-
tarian, lending credence to Lewis’ asser-
tion. Unfortunately, regimes claiming Is-
lamic orientation have not been illustrious
of freedom, nor have Muslim citizens been
tolerant of such expression, One need not
turn to Lewis—an academic and intellectu-
al inclined to Zionism and loved by Zion-
ists for his service (“The Anti-Zionist Reso-
lution”, “Foreign Affairs”, Oct. 1976)—to
acknowledge serious problems in Muslim
countries within the context of freedom. In
addition to the secular governments in the
Muslim world, the Islamically-oriented
governments are also falling seriously
short of Islamic standards.

Muslims need to critically reexamine
themselves and their societies, and ar-
dently pursue the cause of freedom and
democracy. The shaping of today’s Mus-
lim societies has been tremendously im-
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Freedom
of Choice

pacted by the lack of emphasis on free-
dom and liberty.

Among the themes of freedom articu-
lated by the Qur’an is the following dra-
matic verse: “I do call to witness this City;
And thou are a free person (hillun) of this
City; And (the mystic ties of) parent and
child; Verily We have created man into
toil and struggle” (90:1-4). The context in
which these verses were revealed relates
to what should be the essential aspect of a
Muslim personality. Notably, Prophet
Muhammad (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sal-
lam) was born and raised in that society,
where he earned the title al-Amin (the
trustworthy). Yet, the powerful Makkan
Quraish elite considered Islam’s egalitari-
an message a serious challenge to their
unjust status quo and would not allow him
to stay in that society. Prophet Muham-
mad overcame all odds, but the verse il-
lustrates that even he, just as other
prophets (e.g., Abraham, Moses and Je-
sus— ‘alayhim as salaam), struggled to
earn and retain this freedom so as to de-
liver the Divine message and carry on his
mission to make the truth manifest.

God reaffirmed this fundamental right
of freedom of choice and expression, not
directing it to the people but to Prophet
Muhammad himself, in order to make it
more emphatic and dramatic, saying:
“No, I witness by this City that you are a

If freedom of choice and
expression is the first-orde,
condition in Islam, Muslir-
must cherish this
fundamental right for
themselves at the individya
and the collective level.

Dr. Mohammad Omar Farooq is an
-associate professor of econamics
and finance at Upper lowa University.
www.globalwebpost.com/farongm

free person (hillun) of this city.” Thisis.
God’s inalienable blessing directly from
Himself. You are free because God has
made you—and everyone else—free in this
world!

Why is this theme of freedom so vital?
Unfortunately, those who believe in La Ila~
ha ill Allah (There is no deity worthy of wor-
ship except God) often do not appreciate
the freedom they must have, both at the in-
dividual and societal levels. Today the ma-
jority of Muslims live under tyrannical and
un-Islamic conditions. There are fifty-plus:
countries that claim to be Muslim countries:
(in reality Muslim-majority countries, in 26
cordance with Islam’s pluralistic and'inchl:- i
sive vision and principles), but Islamis
hardly practiced as a complete way of life—=
in a holistic sense, of course, with due re-
spect and rights guaranteed to others (non=
Muslims), Prevalent democracy and ,
elections in other parts of the Muslim world
are mostly pseudo-systems of the post-colo-
nial legacy, denying people tan gil{le bene-
fits of democracy asa represcmau\;f?, pats
ticipatory, and accountable form o -
governance. In Egypt, Tunisia, and Algﬁ“:;
for example, elections are regular 50 long
the outcome coincides with the expectd= _ =
tions and/or desires of the establishment: 5=
lamic parties, organizations, and tnove-
ments also have not made any major
progress as most of them are author

ecountable governance.
" Today, the entire world is concerned

. odelsofan Islamic state or soci-
i coercive and imposing, espe-
_Muslims and women. The
qnht be deeply rootedina cu'ltufe
s mbrace the value and princi-
e the Islamic viewpoint.
laden th both external ag-
1sd snternal tyranny a.r'ld noten-
sruggle to secure their own free-
"dependence, let alone being
conscienﬁous and respectful of:
om of others. In this regard, the sit-
akin to that faced by Pr(.)phet
culture of slavery in which the
3 of Israel grew up that made them
“ved to undertake the struggle to
“mselves from the very tyranny .that
been subjected to for generations.
+ 15 have yet to comprehend that
ptemporary world is governed ;fnd
ed by a global system that exploits and
weos the rest of the world in the very
cover of some lofty modern labels.
o nced to realize the true message ofLa
Allah and positively, creatively, and
ctively face the so-called new .world
with a better model for humanity to
o, If Muslims are to chart their future
then, as individuals, they need to
“f and educate themselves, working at
h the community and ummah levels to
\blish themselves based on the univer-
¢ values of Islam and the post-Prophet
ey of representative, participatory, and

put extremism and terrorism by Mus-
5. Muslims too should have a similar
rn about extremism that does not dis-
ish between the innocent and guilty,
ns and military, ordinary people and
atants. Unfortunately, such extrem-
develops more commonly where there
ear lack of freedom, as in the Muslim
rld. This is exacerbated by the injustice,
vation, and effrontery that Islam and
have been facing from non-Mus-
pwers and societies. While freedom
independence of the Muslim world at
eollective level remain at jeopardy un-
the so-called new world order and the
‘tdom and liberty of the people in gener-
it the Muslim world remain shaky, Mus-
must be self-critical in determining the
pensable role of freedom in their lives.
0d created humankind with the distinct
Wment of freedom: the freedom to
98¢ and express choice in this world.
freedom is essential to our human exis-
s making us moral creatures, creatures
are tested and judged. Freedom to
905¢ s not the last but the first-order con-
OR0f Islam. The Qur’an categorically
H6S: “Let there be no compulsion in reli-
& Iruth stands out clear from Error...”
- Thus, there is no need to coerce oth-
ard faith and a virtuous life. People
Gonly be offered the pertinent infor-
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Any Muslim Educator’s Dream!

Positions Available:

I. ENGLISH TEACHERS - BA/BS in related field required;

2 LIBRARIAN - BA/BS in related field required; OPEN NOW!
3. HAFIZ of Qur’an, strong tajweed preferred.
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Qur’anic Academy

Positions start at $27k and up, commensurate with
experience and education along with henefits and
relocation expenses. Join us in our unique mission
that develops scholars combining modern sciences
with classical Islamic training. You will be treated
like a professional!

Please send resumes and cover letters at once to
iqaadmin@iant.com, Attn: Matthew Moes, Principal.

More information at our website: WWW.igqa.iant.com

®

OW THE PERSONALI
OF PROPHET MUHAMMAD
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mation, education, and enlightenment
without coercion. This is a profound issue
that seems quite nebulous in traditional Is-
lamic discourses.

If freedom of choice and expression is
the first-order condition in Islam, Muslims
must cherish this fundamental right for
themselves at the individual and the collec-
tive level. Second, Muslim-majority coun-
tries should seek true independence to
serve their own people genuinely and capa-
bly and free themselves from the post-colo-
nial legacy of corrupt and undemocratic
regimes often subservient to and manipu-
lated by the global powers. Third, based on
the principle of “no compulsion in reli-
gion”, Muslims need to develop a new
model society, where people uphold their
faith not primarily due to coercion and fear
but based on tagwa (God-consciousness
that motivates the inner self toward what is
good and right). A society can have social
norms, but their compliance should not be
based on “enforcement” by an authority.
The Prophet was not a watchman or police-
man over society (42:48). Governments
must carefully walk the fine line between
encouraging a holistic Islamic society and
coercion in action alone. Lastly, to be inde-
pendent, Muslims need to appreciate the

importance of freedom not just for them-
selves but for all of humanity. The West
(and the U.S.), despite its own extremes and
shortcomings and many cases of discrimi-
nation, is the preferred abode of many be-
cause, at the personal level, it offers a very
high degree of freedom. While American
global aspirations regarding the freedom,
liberty, and democracy for all (beyond the
American border) might be hollow, hypo-

. i
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critical, and even arrogant, the personal
freedom its citizens and residents, regard-
less of their background, generally enjoy is
remarkable. However, the American exam-
ple is not a balanced one because the per-
sonal freedom it offers is afforded by an ut-
terly loose and relativist standard of
morality. In contrast, the traditional Mus-
lim understanding and vision of an Islamic
society—one not necessary in line with the

Prophet’s vision—leans toWard /crs ]
moral standard, where coerciy, * Strieg
pln)./s a pivotal role. That s nlot(zxel‘)n .
position either. This is where g 4 Ve
that better balances personui l‘ree:; o
while also upholding some univ::e it
values becomes imperative, g al
A pas?—enriched, but forway,
perspective requires that Mys
nize the importance of freedo,

d-looks 3
lims Nx

m and g

=
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gle for it at all levels. They also need to rec-
ognize the challenge of conceiving a model
society where merely the freedom of Mus.
lims is not an exclusive concern, but alsg

the freedom of all others. When this aceurs,
the ummah will aptly be described as being
“evolved for the humanity” (3:110). m

Editor’s Note: Adapted from a Friday sermon (#hutbah) delivered i
1994 at the Islamic Center of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, I
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Executive Employment Opportunity
A California based medium sized Idamic charitable
corporation seeks a chief executive officer.

In parmership with the board of directors, the CEO is
expected to provide the leadership, direction, and the
initiative to implement strategic planning for the

tand operations of the corporation to ensure
the accomplishment of the organization’s goals.

Qualifications:

* Minimum 5 years experience in non-profic management in USA
» Familiarity with federal and stare regularory requirements

* Fund ising experience

* Ability to work with board of directors and state and federal
governmental agencies

* Song interaction skill with diverse donor base

* A minimum of a Bachelor’s degree in management, fimance or
Canpcﬁﬁvesa.hryandbamﬁspadcagcfbrdmmcc:sﬁﬂandkhm

Qualified individual are invited to submit a resume with
salary hisvory to: nonprofitposition@gmail.com. J

zIR BAIG (1937-2006)
azir Baig, a civil engineer who graduated from Vir-
ginia Polytechnic Institute in 1962 and had profes-
sional engineer’s registrations in Maryland, New
Jersey, and Penn-
sylvania, was
S wn to the Muslim Com-
ty Center in Silver
- MD (MCC)—the pre-
slamic community cen-
the Greater Washing-
DC in the 1970s. After
ing to the area, he
unged himself into serving
he area’s fledgling Muslim
(O Illllf\
"The idea of the suburban
Maryland community center
first conceived in Sept.
, and the Center was dedi-
ted and occupied for use in
1981. MCC has since

own into a nationally recog-
mized center. Although Baig
Was not among its founders, he
Was a dedicated worker and
idny value his bold steps in resolving conflicts that riled the com-

munity in the 1980s. He was twice elected by his peers as president
ofthe MCC and also chair of the center’s Board of Trustees.

‘When growing health problems obliged him to lessen his involve-
ment at MCC, he started to focus on a mosque being built in his
fitighborhiood in Columbia, MD. Mohamed V. Sharieff, a leader at
ar al-Tagwa in Columbia, MD, recalls how Baig helped start a

all Sunday school and became a driving force in helping Colum-
Ia area families get organized and start their own center. Baig not
®nily donated generously but also served as a relentless fundraiser
o l':the center’s proposed mosque. The Muslim community will miss
Big’s unassuming yet dynamic presence, says Sharieff.
1n 1973, Baig joined the original environmental planning team
mbled in Montgomery County, where he was in charge of devel-
Ig water resource assessments and inventories of flora and fau-
and producing functional master plans for the major watersheds
t.he County. A major contributor to the original Environmental
delines that are still in use today in the management of nation-
e ¢ development proposals, he produced creative work on storm
Qtter Management, sediment, and other water quality programs.
.‘:“ Smith, chair of the Patuxent River Commission, said, “We are
Clter stewards and advocates for water quality because Nazir
5 Passed our way during his life. He has taught us a very impor-
Mitlesson about life.....it is not how long one lives that determines
ilegacy. it is more about how one lives that provides that en-
g memory! Nazir’s family can be proud of his accomplished
9d of selfless service in his earthly labors to leave things far bet-

ey
% g‘:ﬂ he found them...and that he has done!*

v
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Se1s survived by his wife, Shahida, son Imran, and daughter Zara.

The Islamic Society of North America

ISNA YOUTH
DIRECTOR

ISNA has taken the step of identifying the youth as one of
its six most important priorities for the next decade. Our
goal is to nurture, facilitate and promote youth programs
and activities that will help young people build strong
identities and become exemplary youth with knowledge
skills and abilities. The office of the full-time Youth
Director will help plan, promote and coordinate programs
for and by the youth aimed at their greater participation in
Muslim community life and in acquiring leadership skills.

Qualifications and Education:

= Bachelor's degree from an accredited college in a related
field

® 2 - 4 years work experience in an Islamic community and/or
youth development setting

u Self-motivated project starter who works well with minimal
supervision in fast-paced, multicultural environment

u Understands and relates to youth and is passionate about
reaching out to Muslim youth, encouraging them to grow in
Islam

u Able to effectively communicate with both youth and adults,
with outstanding written and verbal English

= Able to conceptualize, develop, plan and execute all stages of
youth program development according to the needs of youth

= Able to select and train youth volunteers as well as volunteers
working with youth

a Is knowledgeable about Islamic beliefs, principles and
etiquette

Responsibilities include:

u Create youth programs that involve and motivate youth to
become actively involved in Islamic and American life at local,
regional or national levels.

= Network with other existing youth organizations and activities
and youth workers.

u Provide information about youth activities to the ISNA website
and Islamic Horizons.

m Work with ISNA leadership to plan and implement youth
programs.

= Administer youth programming in ISNA's national activities
and attend regional and local activities according to approved
work plan.

® Work with and for youth, their parents, acting as liaison
between the youth and their parents and imams and community
leaders when and if necessary for youth programs and activities.
» Regularly communicate with and seek input from youth and
parenis regarding the direction, goals, and activities of youth
work.

® Maintain a list of resource people (professional Muslim
counselors, imams, etc.) to counsel young people, parents and
families with special needs (depression, drug dependence,
runaway, etc.).

® Maintain a list of educational resources for youth leaders and
advisors including books, periodicals, videos, websites, etc. on
youth culture and youth development.

Salary: Salary is commensurate with experience.
Medical and other benefits provided. Position is
located at the ISNA beadquarters in Plainfield, IN.

To Apply:
Please send a resume with cover letter and 3
references to: Habibe Ali, ISNA Operations Manager

Email: habibe@isna.net
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ETIQUETTE~P

he day seems to be
coming when
there will be an in-
terfaith confer-
ence about dealing
with the menace
of cell phones in
places of worship. CBS News re-
ported (Oct. 15, 2004) that four
Monterrey, Mexico Roman
Catholic churches are using cell
phone jammers tucked unobtru-
sively among paintings of the
Madonna and statues of the
saints. Still, priests remind parish-
ioners to turn off their phones be-
fore beginning the services, hop-
ing good cell phone etiquette will
eventually catch on. A churchgoer,
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Margarita Escobedo, told the CBS re-
porter, “Those who bring cell phones to
church are not committed to God. It’s very
distracting to be praying and suddenly
hear birds chirping or techno music.”

Simple guidelines to making the masjicﬂfgavjenvnv It of ty, humility, modesty, and mutual respect.

A Jewish website declares, “A syna-
gogue is a house of God, a place to feel
God’s presence, worship and join a com-
munity in prayer. Behavior in a synagogue
should be appropriately respectful.” It
continues to advise, “The synagogue may
be one of the last remaining sanctuaries to
escape cell phones and beepers. They
should be turned off before entering.”

A blogger moans about cell phones in
Bangalore temples and resultant circus-
like atmosphere.

Are Muslims far behind?! “Please Turn
Off Your Cell Phone” signs are now com-

PELEEEELEEY

mon at masjid entrances. However, compli=
ance is most often less than desired. Such &
situation is even more drastic with certain
schools of figh that believe that additional
movements invalidate prayer. Without dis=

puting that school, itis obvious that the sin of
disturbing others’ prayer is worse than in-
validating one’s prayer. Indeed, it may be
advisable to interrupt your prayer, turmt your
phone off, and reenter prayer again.

Cell phones are of course not the 01.1_1)’
thing which disturbs prayer and the masjid
environment; many other aspects of propek
masjid (mosque) conduct are frcquenﬂy
overlooked.

Salah (prayer) in Islam is so imp'Ol‘lam.
that it is repetitively mentioned i d‘l‘;
Qur’an and ahadith. God inform us:
have only created Jinns and men, that they

may serve Me” (51:56). With five prayers a
day, distributed throughout the day at cer-
tain prescribed times—*“For such prayers
are enjoined on believers at stated times”
(4:103)—it teaches precision and disci-

.plin'e. Itis the focal point of 2 Muslim’s dai-
]Y life, a constant reminder of the direct
fonnection between the person and his
f’f‘ord. With its leadership, promptness and
ACcurate timing, discipline, harmony,
'_‘:‘fmblencss, and dedication, it serves as a
‘Microcosm of the ideal society. With such
‘“Mphasislaid on the importance of prayer,
g €Ie are certain behaviors or adaab that
We must strive to observe.

~_‘he masjid is the House of God, thus it
mus‘ always be kept in the best shape as far
1;‘: Order, cleanliness, and tranquility. Peo-
#€in the House of God must treat it better

than they treat their own houses. This in-
cludes placing one’s shoes on a shoe rack,
rather than leaving them piled up at the
door; maintaining cleanliness in bathrooms
and wudu’ areas; and conserving water and
electricity within the masjid.

Clothing is also an important topic, and
one should remember that he/she is stand-
ing before God, Lord of the worlds. Further,
God has commanded us to take care of our
appearance when going to prayer: “O Chil-
dren of Adam! wear your beautiful apparel
at every time and place of prayer” (7:31).

children shouldn’t be left without adult su-
pervision. Additionally, children must not
disturb congregants or damage property.
Parents must vigilantly monitor their chil-
dren and educate them on masjid adaab.
Furthermore, if older children are left
alone in the masjid premises, they must be
taught to answer the call to prayer and fol-
low masjid adaab.

Those who have contagious diseases
must not go to the masjid (or any other as-
sembly place) in order to prevent transmis-
sion to others. Islam stresses the importance

Make sure your clothes are
clean and not tight, short, or
transparent, and be sure to cov-
er the ‘awrah (areas of your
bedy that must not be revealed
to others). Sleeveless or short
shirts, as well as those with pic-
tures of humans or animals or
improper displays, such as cig-
arettes or alcohol, should be
avoided all times.

Cleanliness is another cen-
tral aspect of our faith. Prophet

N

( 2\
Dr. Saleh A. Mubarak,
is a management
consultant, professor, and
an Islamic worker in the
Tampa Bay area.

An author of two books
and numerous articles,
he received Islamic
education mostly from his
|ate father Shaykh
Muhammad Al-Mubarak,
a well-known scholar.

of huququl ibaad (our rights
to each other), and Prophet
Muhammad said, “No harm
(should be allowed) to oneself
nor to another.” Disregarding
the well being of others is not
acceptable.

In going to the masjid, people
should always walk calmly,
without running, even if late.
Drivers should obey speed lim-
its, stop signs, and parking reg-
ulations, especially avoiding

=,

Muhammad (salla Allahu ‘alay-
hi wa sallam) asked those who ate garlic or
onion not to come close to the masjid until
the odor was eliminated (Sahih Bukhari:
Volume 1, Book 12, Number 814; Narrated
by Jabir bin ‘Abdullah). Similarly, if you
have body odor, bad breath, or your

clothes or socks smell badly or strongly,
clean and change yourself before entering
the masjid. Also keep in mind that some
odors, like strong spice or food smells, that
may be common to you, may make others

in the masjid uncomfortable. Make sure
you look decent; your clothes are neat and
clean; your hair is groomed; and you smell
good. Youth who play sports in the masjid’s
yard should be especially attentive to this;
they should allow ample time before
prayer to freshen up, change sweaty cloth-
ing, apply deodorant, et cetera.

Bringing children to the masjid is a sig-
nificant and formative experience. There
are instances, however, where some par-
ents leave their small children in the masjid
or its playground, treating the masjid as a
free babysitter. Like anywhere else, small

blocking other people’s cars or
paths. You should enter the masjid with your
right foot and recite the du’a: ...O my Lord!
Let my entry be by the Gate of Truth and
Honor, and likewise my exit by the Gate of
Truth and Honor; and grant me from Thy
Presence an authority to aid (me)...” (17:80).

YER==MAS|ID

Exit the masjid with your left foot.

When you enter the masjid before the
iqamah, it is recommended to make two
rak‘ahs as a greeting to the masjid (tahiyyat-
ul-masjid). However, try to pray on the side

BY SALEH A. MUBARAK

to avoid the path of others. If you are not
praying behind an object, place a sutrah in
front of your sujud (prostration) position so
others may freely pass. If the igamah starts
while you are in the first rak ‘ah of your sun-
nah, make tasleem on the right side, end
your prayer, and join the group prayer. If
you are already in the second rak‘ah, finish
it quickly and join the group.

While the group prayer (salatul-jama‘ah)
is going on, no other activity is supposed to
continue, not even reading Qur’an or dhikr.
At other times, people may read Qur’anin a
low voice; make voluntary prayer (sunnah
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or nafl); perform dhikr; or rest. Using a loud
voice—except for the imam in group prayer,
adhan, igama, or formal lectures—must be
avoided asit disturbs others. Those who like
to chat and socialize are encouraged to do
so outside of the masjid or prayer area.

Itis very important for people to stand in
straight lines with no gaps during group
prayer. Prophet Muhammad ordered peo-
ple to stand “shoulder by shoulder and foot
by foot”. However, since feet are flexible and
shoulders are not, scholars said that con-
necting must be done first by shoulders. If
there is a gap between you and the person
next to you, don’t spread your legs to cover
the gap. Close the gap by moving towards
the imam. For example, if you are standing
to the left of the imam and there is a gap to
your right, move until you connect to the
person on your right. If the gapis to your left,
gently pull the person on your left towards
you. Always follow the imam in prayer.
When the imam finishes the movement and
says “Allahu Akbar”, follow him. Since peo-
ple praying must focus on their point of su-

Jud, following must be done by hearing, not
sight. Many people make mistakes while
praying, for example hand positions, not
having a horizontal upper body while mak-
ing ruku, looking upwards, closing eyes,

each other), and
Prophet Muhammad
said, “io harm (should
be allowed) to oneself
nor to another.”

resting arms on the ground while in sujud, et
cetera. While itis a good idea to point out the
mistake in the most discreet and gentle way,
it is important to be sure that the person in-
deed made a mistake and is not simply fol-
lowing a different madhhab (school of
thought/figh). One of the best examples of
politely correcting others comes from the
story of the Prophet’s grandsons, Hassan
and Hussain (rahma alayhim). One day they
saw an old Bedouin making wudu’incorrect-
ly and wanted to correcthim without hurting
his feelings. So they came up with a plan.
They went to him and said, “My brother and
I disagree over who amongst us performs
wudu’ better. Would you mind watching us
make wudu’ and being the judge?”” The man
watched carefully trying to judge who was

Thoe bekwonl Sorbot) of Peer A

Certification Program

better. In the end, he understood wha
going on and said, “By God, 1 did 10t know
how to perform wudu’ before this, You ha
both taught me how to do it correctly,

Some scholars advise Against a secon
formal group prayer if a group of .
come to the masjid after the grouﬁ :
has ended. Those scholars who allowa s
ond group prayer advise that the imam
the second group must not stand
mihraab nor should he raise his vo;
yond what the people behind him can |

Adhering to these guidelines in
masjid will not only ensure that the masiid.
is an environment of piety, humility, mod ]
esty, comfort, and mutual respect amon
brothers and sisters in faith, but it will
increase our reward from God.

gse who do good, there is good in this world, and the Home of the Hereafter

§ 5 even better excellent indeed is the Home of theg-.rigpteous, (Qur'an 16:30)
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OPINION

A Kinder, Stronger Ummah

Intra-Muslim dialogue needed to over-
come hegative criticism, differences, and
violence. BY R. DAVID COOLIDGE

tis so tragic and disheartening to sit here in

peace in America and hear everyday about

Muslims killing each other around the

world. Unfortunately, Muslims have been

killing each other since the days of the first

fitnah (656-661 CE). It seems somehow an
inevitable fact that in the absence of the Prophet
(salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), we have a tendency
to degenerate into intracommunal violence.

God Himself, however, an-
ticipated this reality (Qur’an,
49:9-10) for right before He
reminds us that “the believers
are but brothers” (49:10), He
taught us how to deal with a
situation wherein the believ-
ers are killing each other. The
inevitability of such violence
should not dishearten us and
prevent us from trying to stop
it. God tells us clearly: “So
reconcile between your broth-
ers, and fear God so that you
may receive mercy” (49:10).
In a way, God was and is say-
ing to us: “I know that you are
going to kill each other, but
please try to make peace and
unity between each other.”

Two ways we can attempt
to reconcile between Muslims
is to encourage bridge build-
ing between different schools
of thought and to discourage
verbal attacks against individ-
uals and communities. We so
often hear certain groups and
people called heretics (mub-
tadi‘), unbelievers (kuffar),
hypocrites (munafiqun), and
other such names. Sometimes
these words are hurled be-
cause of theological or legal
differences, or differences in
understanding Islamic histo-
1y, or sometimes simply uned-
ucated spite. What cannot be
denied, however, is that these
words create an aura of hos-
tility between people and very
often can lead to violence
committed in the name of'si-
lencing those one believes to
be outside the fold of Islam.

Differences of opinion
have been around
since the very
beginning of the
ummah of Muhammad.
When understood
properly and acted
upon wisely, they
have been a source
of great strength and
blessing for this
ummah. Yet, when
they are understood
carelessly and used
ignorantly, they can
lead to great harm.

Differences of opinion
have been around since the
very beginning of the ummah
of Muhammad. When under-
stood properly and acted up-
on wisely, they have been a
source of great strength and
blessing for this ummabh. Yet,
when they are understood
carelessly and used ignorant-
ly, they can lead to great
harm. Sadly, even the Com-
panions fought and killed
each other over who should
be the caliph. In medieval
Iran, as documented by Wil-
ferd Madelung in his book
“Religious Trends in Early Is-
lamic Iran” (Columbia Lec-
tures on Iranian Studies, No.
4, Persian Heritage Founda-
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tion, June 1988), rivalries be-
tween Hanafis and Shafiis led
to significant bloodshed and
destruction of property. And
now;, in contemporary Pak-
istan and Iraq, Sunni and
Shia shoot and bomb each
other, even during prayer.
Undoubtedly, the differ-
ences between the Muslims
are real and substantial.
Thus, I do not want to dispar-
age the attempts made by dif-
ferent Muslims to call each
other to what they believe is
the best understanding of Is-
lam and to refute those with
whom they disagree. Rather, I
want to call us to civility in our
engagement with each other.
We should all assume the best
about each other from the
start and make excuses for
each other, as was the way of
the Prophet. Then we must
talk through our differences
and seek an understanding
based upon mutual respect.
Finally, if we reach a point of
utter disagreement, we must
respectfully part ways in
hopes of being guided aright,
but not in the hope that the
other will be punished. If your
adversary continues to believe
in God and His Messenger, to
read Qur’an, and to face the
Qibla, then leave the matter
to God. Continue to support

what you think is good but do
not begin calling your oppo-
nents by names which can
lead to violence. If you must
use those names in the interest
of pointing out what you be-
lieve to be errors in the reli-
gion, then use those names to
attack the ideas with which
you disagree, rather than the
individuals or communities
themselves. Do not pretend to
know with absolute certainty
who are the friends of God
(awliya’ Allah) and who are
the hypocrites (munafiqun);
God alone knows our true po-
sition in relation to Him.

If we stop killing each oth-
er, and instead unite despite
our differences, then perhaps
we can have strength and hon-
or again as an ummah. Per-
haps we can be witnesses to
humanity, just as the Messen-
ger was a witness to us. Per-
haps we can protect the lives
and honor of all human beings
and defend Islam from those
who overtly seek to extinguish
the light of God. If we do that,
we would truly be following
Muhammad ibn Abdullah,
whom we all agree was the
last Prophet of God and &
mercy to the worlds. 8
e T T SRR
R. David Coolidge is a Ph.D. student atthe De-
partment of Religion, Princeton University.
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ed parts of Azad Kashmir (AJK),
Pakistan, Indian Occupied Kash-
mir, and Afghamistan. In AJK and
Pakistan alone, it left some 80,000
dead, more than 1,200 amputees,
and nearly 800 paraplegics.

The option for most amputees and paraplegics is
bleak. Begging is their only choice, says Shimmi
Kidwai, a long-time volunteer of the Washington,
DC-based Friends of Pakistan and chairwoman of

a gala held in May to benefit
CHAL, a Pakistan-based char-
ity helping these survivors to
walk again.

Kidwai is quick to point out
that the need is great because
the numbers of handicapped
may grow as registration pro-
ceeds. She stresses that lack of
proper support for the victims
now will most definitely have a
negative impact on their fu-

ture; “The old, young, they
will become beggars. These
people need a lot of support.”
The Friends of Pakistan
Club—a U.S.-based, tax-ex-

- OPERATIO

empt, nonprofit organization—
plans to raise $1.6 million for
quake victims through events
such as the May gala, with all
proceeds going to CHAL:
Let’s Move, an organization,
which is dedicated to building
facilities for amputees and oth-
ers who are now disabled.

The Islamabad-based
CHAL—an Urdu word mean-
ing to walk or move—has been
working closely with the Pak-
istan Institute of Prosthetic &
Orthotic Sciences in Peshawar,
Murshid Hospital & Health
Care Center MHHCC) and
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Striving to find
funds and support
for rehabilitation
of people maimed
in the October
2005 earthquake.
By Sabrina Enayatulla

g~

L’ -

the Abbas Institute of Medical
Sciences in Muzaffarabad to
open rehabilitation faciliu'es: in
northwestern Pakistan and i
Batagram and Bagh, AJTK.
Each year, the Friends of
Pakistan financially hacks 2
nonprofit organization with 2
worthy cause. Last year, they
helped support The Citizens
Foundation by raising
$100,000 for new schools and
educational programs in P
istan. This year, Frienc!s chose
CHAL as their beneficiarys
Friends President Normad
Sparks said, although the Re

Cross has provided much assis-
tance, Pakistanis are still greatly
Mneed of more help. “Above
.-an’ this issue needs to be keptin
the forefront,” Sparks said. “Tt
vhll the news, but we have to
"ikfep it public. There is still
Breat need everywhere.”
: alf way around the world,
*Bamid Jaffer, a retired busi-
:,i!l,ess Executive, and his wife,
| #him, have been putting in
- “Mvolunteer hours to sup-
PORt CHAL, Haamid Jaffer
k. V()lunt(:cring at MHHCC
"'ce'n the injured earthquake
MEHmS were brought to the

(clockwise from top left)

NEW MOBILITY: A senior
cifizen gets a replacement lower
leg: Immediately after the
carthquake; a British orthopedic
group set up a clinic at the Ayub
Medical College in Abbotabad
and have provided limbs to some
108 amputees; A patient with a
spinal cord injury undergoing
physical therapy; An amputee
awaits his limb fitting.

hospital, two of which, were
amputees. Although the num-
ber of seriously injured Pak-
istanis has grown in the last six
months, Jaffer said he believes
the number to be within a
“manageable scope.”

In a recent e-mail, Jaffer said,
“Our main concerns are to be
able to reach out to the affected
persons in the remote mountain
areas and getting a committed
support of the community and
family members to extend ser-
vices on a sustained basis to all
disabled.” He added that,
“Funds are needed to build
prosthetic and orthotic centers,
train additional technical staff,
remodel homes, and help re-
train the disabled persons so
that they can lead an indepen-
dent life to the extent possible.”

Jaffer said that professional
help to train technical staff in
Pakistan or elsewhere would be
of extreme value. Here in the
U.S., one of Jaffer’s long time
friends, orthopedic surgeon Dr.
Hamid Quraishi and his wife,
Dr. Shahnaz Quraishi, co-chair
of the May gala, are doing their
part to help the cause. In
March, Hamid Quraishi was in

Pakistan attending one of three
fundraising galas held in the re-
gion. The galas, held from the
last week of March to the first
week of April in Karachi, La-
hore, and Islamabad, raised Rs
7 million, about $116,000.

“Our main purpose is to co-
ordinate our efforts and see
how we can give financial
help,” Dr. Quraishi said. “Itis
less expensive for them to make
the limbs and such in Pakistan
and more feasible. They have
the manpower and know-how,
all they need is the money.”

Dr. Hamid Quraishi said
because prosthetics and orthot-
ic devices are usually changed
about once a year due to wear
and tear, it wouldn’t make
sense for doctors in the U.S. or
Canada to send medical sup-
plies to Pakistan. Instead,
sending financial aid will en-
able doctors in Pakistan to
more efficiently do their job.

CHAL’s goal is to open four
outreach centers that will serve
about 1,000 victims by
yearend.

Sabrina Enayatulla is a reporter with the Northern
Virginia group of “Observer” community newspapers.

301-983-0374 or visit us online on

|
I
For more information call Shimmi Kidwai at
|

http://health.groups.yahoo.com/group/chal/
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66 would notice the guy in
a SUV drinking from a
Nestle® water bottle,
while his driver drink-

-4 ing contaminated water
from a roadside faucet. I found
this situation both strange and
unfair,” says Kabir Omar,
founder of Pani Ghar (House of
Water) in Lahore, Pakistan.

Potable water in Pakistan is
polluted, and the health situa-
tion is getting worse. Keeping
this in mind, many companies,
including Nestle—the undis-
puted brand leader—have
launched bottled water. How-
ever, they are catering to the
rich. A liter of bottled water
costs Rs 22 (37 cents). A price
the poor cannot afford. The
Economic Survey of Pakistan
says that the per capita in-
come for 2004-2005 was $736.

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) estimates that
worldwide around 1.1 billion
people lack access to improved
water sources. Diarrhea due to
infection is widespread
throughout the developing
world. The Pakistan Council
of Research in Water Re-
sources (PCRWR) launched its
“National Water Quality

Monitoring Program” in

March 2001 to monitor water

quality in 21 major cities, six

rivers, and 11 storage reser-
voirs, canals, drains, and nat-
ural lakes. Results from vari-
ous investigations and surveys
indicate that pollution levels
are higher particularly in and
around the big cities where in-
dustries are clustered. Accord-
ing to UN Children’s Fund

(UNICEF), 20 to 40 percent of

hospital beds in Pakistan are

occupied by patients suffering
from water related diseases.
Omar—a business graduate
from Western Michigan Uni-
versity—spent 2 years develop-
ing a locally manufactured
water treatment plant that us-
es about 15 percent imported
components. The machine, he
says, evolved after visiting wa-
ter filtration exhibitions over-
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WATER FILTERATION PLANT

“Pant Ghar

AU

Pani Ghar franchises,
especially in earthquake
affected areas, help
bring clean water to

villages and generate
income for mosques

seas. The systems he saw there
were expensive and difficult to
maintain and operate in a de-
veloping country like Pak-
istan. Therefore, he decided to
design a system from scratch
and manufactured it locally.
Omar says, “The salient fea-
ture of my machine is that, to
start with, it’s very robust. It
uses very little electricity; it’s
like operating 5 ceiling fans.
As it is designed and manufac-
tured in Pakistan, all spare
parts are available locally. It is
easy to install and operate; all
the mechanical functions are
automated, using off the shelf
electrical and electronics com-
penents. The machine is able
to process water from any
source, except seawater, due to
its high salt content.”
Technology available in the
West has been tailored to the
local needs and environment,
putting it within reach of the
masses. He explains, “All we
claim and do is to make water

Low-cost water purification can help reduce water-borne diseases in Pakistan. BY B. A. ALIG

T >r—

safe to drink, free from germs,
viruses, bacteria, spores, and
parasites. Our processed wa-
ter is not mineral water; we do
not add or take out dissolved
minerals naturally present in
the source water. We just do
multistage filtration and kill
virtually all the germs, which
may be present in the source
water via electromechanical
means, which also improves
the taste as well.”

Omar started selling these
commercial units to factories
and other large enterprises in
Pakistan, however, he said,
“[T]he very thought to do
something for the people was
on my mind. Almost everyday
at dinner time, I used to dis-
cuss the ideas I had for the day
with my family. Then one day
my daughter Ayza said, ‘Abbu,
why can’t we take our ma-
chines and start opening Pani
Ghar for the people?’ An idea
was born!”

Soon Omar rented a small
store in a poor area of Lahore,
where water was a real prob-
lem. The store was renovated
to be aesthetically appealing
and to meet the best hygiene
standards. Then the fully au-
tomatic safe drinking water
plant was installed. Omar says
that the plant, which is a one

button operation, is visible
from outside throu
window.

: Pani G.har sells 20, 10, and 5
liter plastic cans to customers
at a nominal price, which they
canrefillat Rs 1 (1.6 cents) per
liter. Home delivery contracts
require a Rs 600 ($10) ad-
vance payment for a month’s
supply (20 liters per day). Panj
Ghar also serves tea, coffee,
and flavored fizzy drinks
made from filtered water.,
During summer, Pani Ghar
also sells chilled water and
has scored a first in Pakistan,
bagged ice cubes made from
filtered and treated water.,

Omar adds, “My daughter
and I were surprised at the suc-
cess level that we have
achieved in such a short time.
People are flocking to Pani
Ghar and buying water. The
feedback we are getting is all
positive. You just need to sit in
Pani Ghar to hear all the great
stories customers tell us. And
what a wonderful feeling to
make someone’s day.”

Omar plans to open 10
company operated Pani Ghars
in Lahore. A further 1,000 Pani
Ghars will be opened in north-
ern Pakistan through franchis-
ing. He says that the total cost
of a Pani Ghar is Rs 235,000
($3915), which includes the
equipment and store renova-
tion. It costs about Rs 15,000
($250) per month to run, main-
tain, and operate a Pani Ghar.
He has started receiving offers
for franchises, which he hopes
to finalize within 6 months
when all concepts and equip-
ment are fully tested.

He believes some may be
motivated to open franchises
at mosques in villages, espe-
cially in earthquake affected
areas. This would not only
help bring clean water to vil-
lages but also generate in-
come for the mosques.

Omar says, “It satisfies me
to give something back,
which is so meaningful to my
community.” W
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Muslim charities rush
to help earthquake
devastated Java.

BY UMBERINE ABDULLAH

ndonesia’s earthquake survivors will need a
six-month relief operation costing more than
$100 million, UN officials have estimated.
They say that nearly half of that money

: should go toward housing.

The deadly earthquake that struck Indonesia’s
main istand, Java killed at least 6,200 people. World
Health Organization (WHO) said that many of those
who had died were elderly people who had suffered
complications from their injuries or infections of their
wounds. At least 30,000 people were injured and
more than 105,000 homes destroyed or damaged by
the 6.3 magnitude earthquake that hit the ancient city
of Yogyakarta early on May 27, leaving hundreds of
thousands of people displaced. The regioniis close to
the valcano, Mount Merapi, which had been spewing
lava and ash for some weeks before the earthquake.

The area, although not large, is constricted and
there are many difficulties in moving relief to difficult
areas, The first challenge was to get people out of
crowded hospitals to prevent the spread of infection.

Pakistan, which experienced a much bigger
earthquake-borne tragedy in October 2005, airlift-
ed a 75-hed field hospital to Indonesia, where casu-
alties were overcrowding hospitals following the
May 25 earthquake. The hospital, staffed by 15 spe-
cialists and 49 paramedics, with its own operating
theater, X-ray unit and field laboratory, serves 300
outdoor patients daily. Its mobile surgical unit is ca-
pabie of undertaking 25 major surgeries in a day.
Pakistan's 7.6 magnitude earthquake claimed more
than 73,000 lives, seriously injured nearly 70,000
Peopie and left 3.3 million homeless.
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ISNA has established a special Indonesia Relief
Fund to aid the victims of the earthquake, said act-
ing secretary general Ahmad ElHattab. ISNA has
appealed to all Muslim Americans to donate gener-
ously to relief organizations which are aiding the
victims of the Java earthquake. Meanwhile, Muslim
communities nationwide have launched fundrais-
ing drives in conjunction with relief agencies such
as Islamic Relief.

Islamic Relief, which allocated over $928,000 for
initial emergency projects, is appealing for a further
$3.7 million for the victims of the disaster. Immediate-
ly after the tragedy struck, Islamic Relief began dis-
tributing blankets, clean water, food, and hygiene
kits, coordinating its efforts with domestic and inter-
national agencies in the area, including Oxfam and
Plan International. In coordination with the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Islamic Relief
shipped over 200,000 pounds of urgently needed
supplies, valued at over $1.6 million. The shipment
from Salt Lake City included essential items such as
hygiene kits, first aid supplies, medical and surgical
supplies, farps, wheel chairs, crutches, and many
other items. The supplies—donated by the Church—

TRAGEDY REVISITED: Indonesia has been revisited
with tragedy, with more than 6000 dead in the Java
earthquake. (below) Islamic Relief and the Mormon
Church joined to help Javanese earthquake victims.

were based on needed items requested by the Indone-
sian government. Islamic Relief covered the majority
of the shipment costs and its ground staff in Indonesia
distributed the goods in the affected areas.

The December 2004 tsunami, claimed over
170,000 Indonesian lives and left more than 500,000
people homeless. Islamic Relief’s post-tsunami activ-
ities have benefited about 150,000 people in Indone-

sia thus far. For its tsunami relief efforts, Islamic Re-

lief collected over $29 mitlion of aid
in the form of cash, pledges and in-
kind donations.

The Maryland based Asia Relief is
responding to the Indonesian earth-
quake with a two phase approach.
The first phase is aimed at saving

L\‘ ls'amic Relief lives by sending medical supplies

and surgeons. The second phasein-
volves helping the survivers to put
their communities and lives togeth-
er. Asia Relief founder Rizwan
Mowlana said: “Work on the second
phase needs to begin now so that
families can get back into homes,
have their means of livelihood re-
stored and the children are able to return to school.”

Saudi Arabia has promised $5 million, plus food,
medical equipment, and tents, while the United Arab
Emirates and Kuwait have each pledged $4 million.
The EU has promised up to $3.82 million in aid. The
US has pledged $2.5 million and is also sent doctors
and nurses from a military base in Okinawa, while
Canada has offered $1.8 million. Australia has
pledged $2.2 million. China has offered $2 million in
cash aid, as well as a44-person team of medical and
earthquake experts. Japan is sending $10 million
plus troops to help with relief work. Britain is chan-
neling $5.5 million through the UN and $1.8 million
through the Red Cross. The Asian Development
Bank has promised $60 million in aid and foans to
help the affected region.

UNICEF sent tents, tarpaulins, health kits and
school equipment, the World Food Program begun
distributing emergency food rations and has sent 80
tons of fortified noodles. The International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies has ap-
pealed for $9.79 million to help survivors. Save the
Children Alliance has launched an appeal for $3 mil-
lion to fund household kits for affected families. m
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BY IMAM MOHAMMED IBN HAGMAGID = WITH SAM ROSS

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, the great Eng-
lish poet, once defined poetry as “the best
words in the best order.” For in their care-
ful alignment, words like tiles fit to a mosa-
ic, giving birth to beauty. As with words,
so are actions. The best deeds in their re-
spective contexts can give birth to beauty;
one’s life can be a véritable poem of ac-
tion. Our beloved Prophet (salla Allahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) once expressed this
when he described a third of one’s religion
asihsan, a word that literally means ‘spiri-
tual excellence’ and ‘beneficence’ but is
also related to the word husnun, which
means beauty.

How do we know the best way to actin
a given circumstance? How do we know
with the certainty of the master calligra-
pher where to direct the pen that is
recording the history of our lives? How of-
ten do we feel like amateurs unable to real-
ize the thsan we yearn for?

Among God’s illimitable mercies show-
ered upon His creation, surely one of the
greatest, is that He has granted us not only
a soul yearning for reunion with Him, a
conscience from which to intuit right and
wrong, and a scripture from which to dis-
cern moral principles, but He also sent the
most exalted human model of those prin-
ciples—a radiant script from which to imi-
tate and pen beauty ourselves; “You have
indeed in the Messenger of God a beauti-
ful pattern of conduct for him who looks
forward to God and the Last Day and re-
members God Much” (Qur’an, 33:21). So
inspiring was his example that some of the
coarsest hearts—hearts calloused from in-
cessant raiding and killing, oppressive so-
cial hierarchies, and wanton material-
ism—were softened with mercy. In one
generation, elite-born Arabs like Abu Bakr
and Umar (‘alayhim rahmah) found them-
selves standing in the same prayer line as
Bilal, a slave, and Salman, a foreigner.
The people of Ansar, who had once fought
each other in endless campaigns of
reprisal, abandoned fighting altogether
and united in brotherhood.

This article, the second in a series of
two on the Prophet’s Sunnah, will, in-
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Living the
Sunnah: Part [l

sha’Allah, be devoted to exploring the
outward aspects of the Prophet’s “beauti-
ful pattern of conduct” so that we might
draw nearer to the one whom God called
a “mercy to all the worlds” (21:107).
Below you will find some examples of
the Prophet’s human relationships, as
well as some questions to reflect upon
and an activity to try. In reading these ex-
amples and asking these questions, let us
throw open our homes, our hearts, our
neighborhoods, and our workplaces for

By comparing ourselves to
Prophet Muhammad's exalted
example, we can identify
where we fall short and need
to exert more effort,

Imam Mohammed ibn Hagmagid is exeoutive
director of the ADAMS Center in Sterling, Virginia.
His father was an Azhar graduate and a leading
scholar in Sudan. Imam Magid studied at the
hand of his father and other notable scholars,

gaining jjaza in several disciplines, including
Maliki Figh and Imam Ghazali's *lhya ulum
Al-deen”. He delivers lectures throughout the US.
Sam Ross is a student of the Arabic language.

inspection. Let us ask ourselves if Prophet
Muhammad visited us today, would he feel
loved? Would he feel as though his Sun-
nah, which God called “an exalted model
of character” (68:4), was being enacted?

Let us strive to focus on one aspect each
week and to use his example as fuel for
change in our own selves and in the lives of
our families. By comparing ourselves to his
exalted example, we can identify where we
fall short and need to exert more effort.
May God help us to be among those whose
love for and emulation of the Prophet’s no-
ble example draws us closer to God in this
world and the Hereafter. Ameen.

We look forward to incorporating your feedback and
questions into our future columns. Please send all
correspondence to: foodforthespirit@isna.net.

Please feel free to cut out the exercises below
and use them in your home, office, car, etc.

Week I: Parents

® “Your Lord has decreed that you wor-
ship none but Him and that you show kind-
ness to your two parents. Whether one or
both of them attain old age in thy life, say
not to them a word of contempt, nor repel
them, but address them in terms of honor-
And out of kindness, lower to them the
wing of humility, and say: ‘My Lord! Be-
stow upon them Thy Mercy even as they

:<hed me in Childhood.”” (Qur’an,
»‘17:23'?-'”

- Though the Prqphet was an orphan
and never knew his parents as an adult,
we can still learn much about the treat-
ment of parents from his example. First,
inour old age many of us become more
forgetfu', more needy, more set in our
ways, and slower to move and act. This
czu’; be challenging for our children. The
prophet never expressed frustration in
such situations. Anas bin Maalik (‘alayhi
mhmﬂh) said, “He never once told me
«0of’’ when I did something. He never
asked me, “‘Why did you do such and
such?’ When I did not do a certain task,
he never asked me why I did not do it”
(Shma’ail, Imam Tirmidhi #328). The
Prophet would also always make the one
with whom he was speaking feel special.
Amr ibn Aas said, “He used to give atten-
tion, 2nd spoke to me in a manner that I
began to feel that I was the best among
the community” (Shma’ail, Imam Tir-
midhi #327). He would never speak
harshly. The Prophet’s grandson Husayn
(‘alayhi rahmah) likewise reported, “He
never spoke in a harsh tone nor was he
rude. He did not seek the faults of others
and was quick to forgive” (Shma’ail,
Imam Tirmidhi #334).

# Iftension emerged in a relationship,
the Prophet was proactive in maintaining
the relationship. The Prophet counseled,
“The one who perfectly maintains the ties
of kinship is not the one who reciprocates
whatever good is done to him. The one
who maintains ties of kinship is the one
who, when his relatives cut him off, main-
tains the ties” (Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 8,
Book 72, No. 20).

# Moreover, the Prophet would have rec-
ognized that he was not on equal footing
with his parents. Once a man carried his
mother on his back in tawaaf and asked
the Prophet if he had fulfilled his obliga-
tions to her. The Prophet responded that
his kindness in carrying her did not equal
even one portion of her pain of delivery.

Questions for Reflection

® What kind of relationship do you have
with your parents?

® Ifthey are alive, how do you express
your appreciation?

& If you meet God today, would he be sat-
isfied with your care of them?

¥ How much quality time do you spend
with them every week?

# Ifthey have passed away, how often do
you remember them in your prayer?

Activity

Plan an activity with your parents that
they would enjoy. Include them in your
Plamxing and seek their advice.

To Vie_w seven more exercises, please visit us at our
Website. www.isna.net/foodforthespirit.
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Her People’s VOICE

I { Shirin Ebadi had handpicked

|
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SHIRIN EBADI
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AWAKENING .}

A MEMOIN { REVOLUTION 8 HOFE |
‘aﬂ ‘
;

the release date for her memoir,

“Iran Awakening”, she could not
have chosen better. Into the boiling
cauldron of tension between Iran
and the U.S. over Iranian nuclear
ambitions, comes a cooling influ-
ence, a peek into the life and
thoughts of everyday Iranian people
and a plea for sanity and calm, for
restraint and mutual understanding
between Americans and Iranians.

“In the Islamic Republic,” Ebadi
writes, “we have a problem with rep-
resentation. Our diplomats around
the world are, naturally, loyal to the
regime, and the regime’s credibility
is not such that it reflects the true
opinions of the people. The responsi-
bility falls, then, on unofficial ambas-
sadors to relate Iranians’ perceptions and hopes to the world.”

Ebadi is one such unofficial ambassador, and a brilliant one at
that. A devout Muslim and fiercely loyal to her country, she has be-
come the face of human rights in Iran, focusing her legal practice
on pro bono defense of women, children, and writers. For her
work, she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2003.

Ebadi’s memoir weaves the story of her life—starting with child-
hood and following her path through college, judgeship, being
stripped of her title after the 1979 Revolution, and finally her practice
of law under Islamic theocracy—with the story of Iran’s political up-
heaval. It is a story at once lyrical and evocative, at times inspiring,
and often chilling, one which presents the human side of Iran that is
so often lacking in Western media. REVIEW BY PAMELA K. TAYLOR

SHATTERED K= &
Stereotypes A

ehrke-White embarked on a
G Jjourney to ‘un-veil’ the image of
Muslim women in America.

This journey opened a window on a
group of people as diverse as misun-
derstood. She met with women achiev-
ers and innovators who are changing
the face of America and Islam and each
contributing to their families, commu-
nities, and the nation. The author’s
palette includes Muslim women from a
broad spectrum, from the conservative to the ultra-liberal,
from housewives to entrepreneurs, from leaders to workers.

Gehrke-White states that while researching her book, she
“found Muslims are among the most achieving women in the
United States. They are doctors, lawyers, engineers, profes-
sors, social workers and artists...Indeed, we should be export-
ing the success story to the rest of the world...I found Muslim
women achieving from coast to coast. They are leading world-
wide humanitarian groups in Washington, presiding over ju-
venile court in Baltimore, delivering babies in Los Angeles,
teaching in Miami, and helping the homeless in Las Vegas.”

Iran Awakening: A Memoir of
Revolution and Hope

Shirin Ebadi, with Azadeh Moaveni
2006. pp. 256. HB. $24.95.
Random House :

The Face Behind the Veil: The
Extraordinary Lives of Muslim
Women in Ametica

Donna Gehrke-White

2008. pp. xiv+299, HB. §22.95,
Citadel/Kensington Publishing,
New York, NY
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xv+303.
PB. $15.00.
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New York, NY

A revealing and disturbing
memoir by a member of a
group that schemed to befuddle
less developed countries into
accepting projects that did not
suit their economies, and as a
result caused the countries to
end up as prisoners of debt and
finally devoid of sovereign au-
thority.

JOHN PERKINS

The Tent of
Abraham:
Stories of
Hope and
= Peace for
Jews,
Christians,
and Muslims
7 o Arthur
Waskow, Joan Chittister, and
Saadi Shakur Chishti (Neil
Douglas-Klotz). 2006. pp. 224.
PB. $18.00. HB. $24.95.
Beacon Press, Boston, MA
Compiled by a Jew, a
Christian, and a Muslim, this
book analyzes the deeper, reli-
gious significance of the three
versions of the story and brings
the roots of reconciliation,
buried in the texts, to the fore-
front.

The
Intelligent
Heart, the
Pure Heart:

Intelligent Hearr,
ixbure Heart

Qlf) An Insight in-

to the Heart
based on the
Qur’an,
G i Sunnah, and
Modern Science
Gohar Mushtag. 2006. pp. xi-
ii+89. PB. $4.00. Ta-Ha
Publishers, London
Dr. Mushtaq examines the
heart’s “intelligence” in light of
the Qur’an and ahadith, show-
ing how science is only now be-

ginning to uncover the wisdom

known to Muslims for more than |

14 centuries. He examines the

CAREFOR
MUSLIM MINDS

The “Journal of Musim Men
Health", edited by Northyy
University’s Dr, ‘
Abdul Basit, will

make its debut

this year,

Published twice

yearly by Rout-

ledge’s Taylor &

Francis Group,

the “JMMH" :
will serve as a forum for p
sionals to identify and ayj
the mental healthcare need
Muslims. “JMMH" mak%

Muslim mental health |

has become increasingly

ing, generating a number
portant questions.
Tosubscribe, contact:
customerservice@taylorangd-
francis.com or 1-800-354-1420
(press “4"). 4

diseases of the heart and their
cures as prescribed by Islam.

Jompm—mm=z2. Facing One
Qiblah:
Legal and
Doctrinal
Aspects of
Sunni and
Facing One Qiblah Shi‘ah
et Muslims
Karim D. Crow
& Ahmad Kazemi Moussavi.
2005. pp. xviii+245. PB. Pustaka
Nasional Pte Ltd., Singapore

The authors discuss doctri-
nal issues that highlight the
Sunni-Shi’a divide, focusing on
the obstacles to unity that lie in
the burden of attitudes inherit-
ed from the past. The authors
also highlight the points of uni-
ty, such as shared values and
aspirations to create a better
world for all humanity.

The authors ask if Muslims
are prisoners of their past and
suggest that only by focusing
on injustices and inequities
within and outside of the
ummah will Muslims leaders
and thinkers overcome inter-
nal schisms and forge true uni-
ty. They remind that in order
to play a vital part in any fu-
ture world order, Muslims
must find ways to wisely ad-
dress their divergences with
pragmatism and sincerity.
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T0 PLAGE A MATREMONIAL
ADVERTISEMENT: Write legibly or type
your ad on a sheet of paper, in 25
words or less. Enclosing payment of:
$125/8CAN150.00
Canadian/US$200.00 Overseas; $1.50
for each word over 25, (Abbreviations
& numbers count as words.
Hyphenations & double words count as
2 words.) 45 word limit per ad. You
may mail or fax the ad (with payment)
to “Islamic Horizons” Magazine. MAIL
TO: ISNA, Dept. M, PO Box 38,
Plainfield, IN 46168-0038. FAX TO:
(317) 839-1840.

T0 RESPOND/ANSWER TO0 A

MATRIMONIAL ADVERTISEMENT Wite

i invite correspondence for their

a letter about yourself, include your

return address. Place the letter & photo

(if requested) inside a STAMPED,
SEALED envelope with CODE # of the
AD your are responding to WRITTEN in
the LOWER LEFT HAND CORNER of the
envelope. Mail this envelop(s) IN ONE
L ARGER ENVELOPE to: ISLAMIC
HORIZONS, Dept. M, PO BOX 38,
PLAINFIELD, IN 46168-0038

FOR GANADIAN/OVERSEAS
RESPONSES ONLY, forwarding postage
will be provided. All other letters for
forwarding within the US or not
specified must have correct postage or

forwarding will be delayed until postage
i % 50291 July/August 2006

is received, Editors reserve the right to
dispose/return any ad or response
deemed in violation of Islamic
principles or American or Canadian
laws in any manner whatsoever.
Solicitations of any kind are prohibited.
ISNA, “Islamic Horizons”, or it's
employees are not liable in any manner
whatsoever for any problems or claims

generated from these advertisements, or
any actions of the advertisers or those
responding to the ads

'FOR MATRIMONIAL
" ADVERTISING

please call
317 839 8157
ext. 248

™
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SEEKING
HUSBAND

i X% S0246 July/August 2006

i Pakistani parents invite corre-

i spondence for their U.S.

i born/raised daughter (26, 56”,
i attractive, practicing Muslimah, :
i BA/MA from top university). i

Please send resume and picture

to jeewansathi92@yahoo.com.

(CA)

{ % 50262 July/August 2006

Sunni Muslim, Indian parents

U.S. born/raised daughter (27,

first year medical resident) from i
a medical doctor or professional :

(27-32).

Contact: ajmal@teleport.com or

(503) 524-6124.

: % 50283 July/August 2006

Sunni Muslim, Indian parents

i invite correspondence for their

daughter (25 years old, 3rd year

medical student) from Muslim
i professionals (25-30) in the U.S.

or Canada. Contact:

javeed967@yahoo.com or

(630) 335-1713. (IL)

Sunni Muslim parents invite

correspondence for their daugh-
i ter (U.S. raised/citizen, teaching :
i professional, B.S. California
i Board Certified Teacher) froma |
i professional, educated, and em-
i ployed person (28-34) of Indo-

arising as a result of the correspondence Pak origin. Contact (408) 603-

9718 or ansaril@yahoo.com.
(AZ)

{ % S0292 July/August 2006

Indo-Pak, Sunni Muslim par-
ents invite correspondence for

¢ their U.S. raised dentist daugh-
i ter (27 years old, slim, 5’4”)

¢ from a doctor, lawyer, PhD or

i MBA. Contact:

i dsmail786@yahoo.com. (MI)
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& S0293 July/August 2006
Gujarati, Sunni Muslim parents

i invite correspondence for their

U.S. born/raised daughter (21

years old, undergraduate degree

from an Ivy League university,
candidate for law school) from a
U.S. born/raised professional.
Please contact:
matrimonial06@comcast.net. (IL)

& $0294 July/Aug 2006

Sunni Indian parents invite corre-
spondence for their U.S.
born/raised daughter (23, 5’77,
3rd year PharmD Student) from
U.S. born/raised, Sunni, medical
Doctor, 26-28 years. E-mail a
photograph to
zjk51748@yahoo.com.

% 50295 July/Aug 2006

Sunni Muslim, Indo/Pak parents
invite correspondence for their
daughter (25, U.S. born, fair,
5°5”, new medical graduate) from
individual of similar background.
E-mail: DrNabbu@aol.com. (CA)

% 50296 July/Aug 2006

Sunni, Pakistani parents seek a
physician/medical student of
Pakistani origin for their 23 year
old daughter, who is a 2nd year
medical student in the U.S.
Contact:
zeecamelot@hotmail.com. (NV)

2 80297 July/Aug 2006

Muslim parents invite correspon-
dence from educated, practicing
Muslim family for their U.S.
born/raised, 22 year old daugh-
ter, who is a medical student at

prestigious U.S. medical school.

Please respond to
zawata_afnan83@yahoo.com. (FL)

: X 50298 July/Aug 2006

Sunni Muslim, Pakistani parents
seek correspondence for their

! U.S. born and raised daughter

(24, wears hijab) from likeminded
professionals, 24-30 years old.
Contact:
silverspring?2006@gmail.com.

: 50299 July/Aug 2006
i Parents seeking a U.S. raised
i professional Indo/Pak, never

,‘:'
.‘ﬂ,)

married, 29-35, practicing
Muslim for their U.S.
born/raised daughter (27, reli-

i gious, beautiful, lawyer).
: Contact:

nmadni786@yahoo.com (WA)

$0300 July/Aug 2006
Sunni Muslim, Indo/Pak parents

: invite correspondence for their
i U.S. born daughter (23, 5°4”, BS,

practicing Muslim, wears hijab)
from an educated and practicing

: Muslim, 25-30, of Indo/Pak ori-
i gin. Contact:
i muslimparents@gmail.com (TN)

%

SEEKING

“WIFE.

i % BO76 July/Aug 2006

{ Moderate Sunni Muslim male

i (MBS, 40ish, U.S. citizen, great

i looks, moral values, 5°5”, Civil

i Eng. (PE)) secking Caucasian la-
i dy (U.S./Europe/other) with
great looks, moral values, soft

! manners, education, a convert

i moderate Muslim or sensitive

i Christian. Please e-mail with

i photos to karimyousuf@msn.com
i orcall (702) 326-6600.

i % BO8O July/Aug 2006

i Sunni Muslim, Kashmiri parents
i of 29 year old resident physician
i (U.S. born and raised) looking

i for Kashmiri American girl, age

i 21-26. Contact: (913) 345-9448.

i % BO81 July/Aug 2006

i Intelligent and handsome doctor
: from top-ranked medical school
i in a prestigious residency (27,

;i U.S.born, from highly-educat-

: ed, practicing Sunni Muslim

i family) seeks life partner: a pro-

i fessional with similar level of

i education and religious commit-
: ment. Contact: zam256@ya-

i hoo.com. (IL)

i 2 BO82 July/Aug 2006
Practicing Sunni Muslim,

i Pakistani parents of a 29 year

i old (U.S. born, tall, handsome,

i physician, in prestigious residen-
cy) looking for a beautiful, pro-

i fessional, and practicing

i Muslimah. Contact:

i bismillah429@yahoo.com.
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Social Welfare Program
& Disaster Relief

Zakah Distribution: Widows, orphans, elderly and the
poorest of the poor benefit in the form of dry ration, cloth-
ing, and other basic human needs.

One Million Meals: Feed the world’s poor and hundry.
Bought in bulk, @ meal costs only 25 cents.
Orphan/Widow Support: For $50 a month, basic needs
are met for widows and orphans.

Water Hand Pump Project: Provides access to potable
drinking water. The average cost of each hand pump is
$200.

Marriage Support for Girls: Pay for the marriages of
orphan and poor girls. It costs approximately $100 - $300
for each marriage.

Trucks carrying relief supplies sent through
Container Shipmet Project from USA.

Family who lost home due to earthquake at
a Hidaya Foundation Tent village

Container Shipment Project: In USA, computers,
books, toys, medical equipment and supplies, tools, uten-
sils, shoes and new/used clothing are collected to support
economically depressed communities.

Disaster Relief: Families in emergency or catastrophic
situations, such as droughts, hurricanes, earthquakes and
floods are helped.

Other Projects: Sadagah, Aqiga, Kaffara, Sadaqat-ul-Fitr

Donate online via electronic check or credit card at www.hid

Working Towards the
Betterment of Humanity

Educational and
Vocational Programs

Sponsor a Student: Tuition, books, uniforms, exam fees
and/or stipends are given to underprivileged students.
Support a School: Schools in economically depressed
areas are given a hand to promote education.
Information Technology Training: Deserving students
are financially assisted to acquire computer literacy and
software development skills.

Vocational Training: Enables people to acquire economi-
cally beneficial skills such as crafting, sewing, poultry farm-
ing, bee farming, and fish farming.

Computers and Books Collection: Books and comput-
ers are collected and donated to help upgrade educational
institutions.

A classroom of students that are sup-
ported by Hidaya Foundation

|

-

A vaccination camp organized by Hidaya
Foundation

Health Care Program

Medical Support: Underprivileged patients are supported
for doctor’s visit, lab test, surgeries and medicine.
Hospital Support: Hospitals serving neglected patients
are given medical equipment, medicines, and financial sup-
port.

Medical Camps: In small towns and villages, camps are
arranged to benefit the poor.

Save-a-Life: Help people with critical diseases who must
seek medical care outside of their home country.

aya.org, or by phone toll free (866) 244-3282 or by regular mail

«— Hidaya Foundation

765 Scott Blvd. Suite 115, Santa Ciara, CA 95050

6) 3.HIDAYA, Email: mail@hidaya.org, Website: www.hidaya.org

O Pakistan O India O Bangladesh O West Africa O North America O Where needed

General Donation $
Zakah / Alms $
Sadaga / Charity

Zakah Non-Zakah
Education Program O O
Social Welfare Program | O $
Healthcare Program O DO $

= B e

Credit Card #

Expiration / Signature

Please mail your check payable to Hidaya Foun

Name

Email

Address

City

Z1P Phone -

To double your donation

Ask your employer about their Gift Matching Program

dation, P.O. Box 5481, Santa Clara, CA 95056-5481

State

New Title From T

\hmed Al-Raysuni

h the end of the early Islamic period, Muslim schol-
. ars came to sense that a rift had begun to emerge
] betwgen the teachings and principles of Islam and
. Muslims’ daily reality and practices. The most impor-
t.an't means by which scholars sought to restore the
. intimate contact between Muslims and the Qur’an was
to stu_dy the objectives of Islam, the causes behind
Islamic legal rulings and the intentions and goals
underlying the Shari'ah, or Islamic Law. They made it
clegr that every legal ruling in Islam has a function
whlqh it performs, an aim which it realizes, a cause,
be it explicit or implicit, and an intention which it
seeks to fulfill, and all of this in order to realize ben-
e'fit to human beings or to ward off harm or corrup-
tlpn. This book represents a pioneering contribu-
tlor_1 presenting a comprehensive theory of the
objectives of Islamic Law in its various aspects.
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rheory Of
and Il

LHMA

$25.00 Paper Back, Pages: 478, ISBN 1-56564-412-3
$35.00 Hard Back, ISBN 1-56564-413-1

3

| Shaykh Taha Jabir
\ Al-Alwani

\ Issues in Contemporary
| Isfamic Thought |

\ A Thematic Commentary
| on the Qur'an
- ',‘ Shaykh Muhammad al-Ghazali

| $27.95 (PB) Pages: 816

Muslim Contributions to
. World Civilization
Editors: Basheer Ahmed,
| Syed A. Ahsani, Dilnawaz A.
| siddiqui

$14.95 (PB) Pages: 172 f§ SBhi# 1-5656%280:0 | $18.95 (PB) Pages: 314 |
ISBN#: 1-56564-410-7 | ISBN#: 1-56564-414-X
$28.95 (HB)

$24.95 (HB)
ISBN#: 1-56564-411-5

ISBN#: 1-56564-415-8

International Institute of Islamic Thought

L
luﬁ The Islamic Foundation
500 Grsve Stoet, Ratsy Lane, Markfieid,
Hertiin, VA 20170-4735, USA Leicestor LEST 95Y, UK
Tel: 9 3.471-1133 elx 108 Tel: 0800 783 3146, Fax; 01530 248 656
e 03.471-3922 publicationsi¥istamic-loundation.com '
“aslliit.org. www fitorg vewwisiamic-faundation com

IslamicBookstore.com
2040-F Lord Baltimare Dy,
Baltimare, MD 21244-2501, USA
Tol: 410-265-0020

Fax: 410-266-1233
www.islamichooksiora.com

Astrolabe Pictures

720 Plainfiald Road Sulte A,
Willawbrook, IL. 60527 LUSA §
Tel; BEKI-392-7876

Fax: 630-242-8036
www.astrolabe coim



